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A - f r u s t r a t i o n e x i s t s in t h e G r e e n 

I n d u s t r y . It is c a u s e d b y t h e 

e x c e s s i v e a t t e n t i o n p o u r e d o v e r lawn 

c a r e o p e r a t o r s a n d g o l f c o u r s e 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s b y s u p p l i e r s and t h e 

n e w s m e d i a w h i l e o t h e r G r e e n I n d u s t r y 

p r o f e s s i o n s g o u n r e c o g n i z e d . 

Re-fusing to a c c e p t a l e s s e r p o s i t i o n 

in t h e i n d u s t r y , s m a l l e r i n d u s t r y 

a s s o c i a t i o n s a r e r e g r o u p i n g to 

r e s t o r e t h e i r right-ful s h a r e o-f 

r e c o g n i t i o n a m o n g s t all G r e e n 

I n d u s t r i e s . 

T h e l i s t o-f e x a m p l e s is l o n g . T h e 

A m e r i c a n S o d P r o d u c e r s A s s o c i a t i o n 

h i r e d a - f u l l - t i m e , e x p e r i e n c e d 

e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r , D o u g F e n d e r , a n d 

i m m e d i a t e l y s t a r t e d an i m a g e - b u i l d i n g 

c a m p a i g n . T h e Pro-fessinal G r o u n d s 

M a n a g e m e n t S o c i e t y h a s m a d e A l l a n 

S h u l d e r ' s p a r t - t i m e p o s i t i o n a 

-full-time o n e a n d t h e P G M A b o a r d ' s 

p r i m a r y g o a l is m o r e a t t e n t i o n -for 

t h e i r p r o g r a m s and s h o w . T h e S p o r t s 

T u r f M a n a g e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n h a s j u s t 

s e p a r a t e d -from its -former m a n a g e m e n t 

-firm a n d its b o a r d s e l e c t e d 

i m a g e - b u i l d i n g and s h o w a s k e y 

o b j e c t i v e s . T h e A s s o c i a t e d L a n d s c a p e 

C o n t r a c t o r s o-f A m e r i c a h a s s t e p p e d u p 

its m a i n t e n a n c e p r o g r a m s t o s h o w t h e 

l a n d s c a p e w o r l d t h e r e w a s l a n d s c a p e 

m a i n t e n a n c e be-fore t h e t e r m lawn c a r e 

w a s e v e r c o i n e d . 

T h e r e is a s o l u t i o n -for t h e i m a g e 

p r o b l e m o-f s m a l l e r a s s o c i a t i o n s , o n e 

w h e r e t h e i n d i v i d u a l a s s o c i a t i o n c a n 

p r e s e r v e t h e i r i d e n t i t y b u t s t i l l 

t a k e a d v a n t a g e o-f a l a r g e r s h o w , m o r e 

a t t e n t i o n -from m a n u f a c t u r e r s , and 

p e r h a p s b i g g e r b u d g e t e d u c a t i o n a l 

p r o g r a m s . 

It is a j o i n t c o n f e r e n c e . I n s t e a d of 

2 0 0 p e o p l e a t t e n d i n g s e p a r a t e s h o w s , 

3 , 0 0 0 w i l l a t t e n d a j o i n t c o n f e r e n c e . 

I n s t e a d of 3 3 s m a l l b o o t h s , t h e r e 

w i l l b e 2 0 0 e x h i b i t o r s w i t h t h e i r b i g 

b o o t h s . I n s t e a d of s p e a k e r s f r o m a 

l i m i t e d a r e a , t h e r e w i l l b e e x p e r t s 

f r o m a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . 

T h i s c a n b e d o n e w i t h o u t s m a l l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s l o o s i n g t h e i r i d e n t i t y 

in a b i g c r o w d . In f a c t , s m a l l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s c a n s t i l l h a v e s m a l l 

m e e t i n g s d u r i n g t h e y e a r if t h e y 

w a n t , b u t o n c e a y e a r j o i n t o g e t h e r 

and p u t t h e i r m u s c l e t o g e t h e r w i t h 

o t h e r a l l i e d a s s o c i a t i o n s f o r a m a j o r 

e v e n t . 

S u c h an e v e n t w i l l b e c o m e r e a l i t y 

w i t h i n t h e n e x t 18 m o n t h s . M a r k m y 

w o r d . 

B r u c e S h a n k 

W e e d s T r e e s & T u r f 

R e p r i n t e d E d i t o r i a l 

WIGHTMAN WIN? LAWN RANGER AWARD 

Harry Gill (right) presented the Lccum 
Ranger Award for the Sports Turf Manager 
of the year to Steve Nightman. 

T h e " L a w n R a n g e r " A w a r d , f o u n d e d in 

1 9 8 1 b y H a r r y G i l l , D i r e c t o r of 

G r o u n d s of M i l w a u k e e C o u n t y S t a d i u m , 

is d e s i g n e d to r e c o g n i z e i n d i v i d u a l s 

w h o h a v e m a d e o u t s t a n d i n g 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s to t h e a d v a n c e m e n t of 

t h e s p o r t s t u r f g r a s s i n d u s t r y . 

T h e 1 9 8 4 w i n n e r w a s S t e v e W i g h t m a n . 

W i g h t m a n , M i l e H i g h S t a d i u m , D e n v e r , 

m a i n t a i n s t h e f i e l d in t o p c o n d i t i o n 

f o r u s e b y p r o f e s s i o n a l b a s e b a l l 

t e a m s , U S F L f o o t b a l l t e a m s a n d a s 

t h e h o m e f i e l d f o r t h e N F L B r o n c o s . 

In a d d i t i o n he is r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

k e e p i n g t h e f i e l d in p l a y a b l e 

c o n d i t i o n w h i l e s t i l l a l l o w i n g t h e 

s t a d i u m to b e u s e d for s p e c i a l 

e v e n t s s u c h a s t h e r e c e n t M i c h a e l 

J a c k s o n V i c t o r y T o u r . 



The a w a r d , a t r a v e l i n g t r o p h y , is 
quite u n i q u e in d e s i g n . It c o n s i s t s 
o i a -figure r e p r e s e n t i n g the s p o r t s 
tur-f m a n a g e r , r i d i n g the horse o-f 
p o l i t i c s , w i e l d i n g the w e a p o n s o-f a 
w a t e r h o s e and r a k e , and s i t t i n g atop 
the g r i l l o-f a c a t c h e r ' s m a s k . 

N o m i n a t i o n s -for the award are 
s o l i c i t e d -From all STMA m e m b e r s . At 
the a n n u a l m e e t i n g , the w i n n e r is 
s e l e c t e d f r o m the s l a t e o-f 
c a n d i d a t e s and p r e s e n t e d the a w a r d . 

The -first award w i n n e r in 1982 was 
H a r r y G i l l . The s e c o n d w a s D r . W . H . 
D a n i e l , p r o f e s s o r and tur-fgrass 
s p c i a l i s t at P u r d u e U n i v e r s i t y . 

WELCOME NEW STMA MEMBERS 

J . W . M c G i l l i s 
P r e s i d e n t , A r n o l d T h o m a s Seed C o . 
L o u d e n , W a s h . 

Mark H o d n i c k 
S u p e r v i s o r o-f G r o u n d s 
Cal P o l y U n i v e r s i t y 
P o m o n a , C a l i f . 

David J a c o b s 
R o s e B o w l D i r e c t o r 
P a s a d e n a , C a l i f . 

Tony G u e r r e r o 
Fac i1i ty M a n a g e r 
Air F o r c e A c a d e m y 
C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s , C o l o . 

K e n n e t h Irons 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of G r o u n d s 
Los A n g e l e s R a i d e r s 
Los A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 

M i c h a e l K a r t c h n e r 
S u p e r i n t e n d of G r o u n d s 
Jur i p a U n i f i e d S c h o o l D i s t r i c t 
R i v e r s i d e , C a i I f . 

J a m e s F l y n n 
Park F o r e m a n 
W i 1 t o n , C o n n . 

Don M o r g a n 
M a n a g e r , S i e r r a S t a d i a 
A n a h e i m , C a l i f . 

D o u g l a s Q u i n n 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of P a r k s 
H a l i f a x N o v a S c o t i a , C a n a d a 

L a r r y K r i e g e r 
P r e s i d e n t , 7 - K C o l o r C o r p . 
Los A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 

A WORD ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER 

A l t h o u g h the d e c i s i o n w a s m a d e by 
STMA O f f i c e r s and the B o a r d of 
D i r e c t o r s to e s t a b l i s h a 
n e w s l e t t e r , it is the o p i n i o n of 
y o u r E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y to keep 
the c o s t m i n i m a l u n t i l o u r 
m e m b e r s h i p i n c r e a s e s a n d / o r we 
s t a r t to a c c e p t a d v e r t i s i n g . 

To keep the c o s t s down we have 
e l e c t e d to set the copy by u s i n g 
a c o m p u t e r p r i n t e r and a 
t y p e w r i t e r r a t h e r than h a v i n g it 
t y p e s e t . 

S o , we m a y not be f a n c y right 
n o w , but w e w i l l get the news 
about S T M A to y o u , our r e a d e r . 

P r e s i d e n t 
V i c e P r e s i d e n t 

David Frey 
Mike Sch i1ler 

Sec r e t a r y 
T r e a s u r e r 
D i r e c t o r 
D i r e c t o r 
Director-
D i r e c t o r 
Director-
D i r e c t o r 
E x . S e c r e t a r y 

M e l i s s a M e r r i t t 
Steve W i g h t m a n 

Don M a r s h a l 1 
G e o r g e T a m a 
Roy Z e h r e n 

D r . W . H . D a n i e l 
H a r r y Gill 

Dick E r i c s o n 
D r . Kent Kurtz 

Dr. Kent W. Kurtz 
Executive Secretary 
Sports Turf Manager's Assoc, 
1458 N. Euclid 
Ontario, CA 91764 


