
and at r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l 

c o n f e r e n c e s . W e p l a n to h a v e a 

m e m b e r s h i p d i s p l a y and e x h i i b i t at 

t h e 5 6 t h I n t e r n a t i n a l G o l f C o u r s e 

C o n f e r e n c e and S h o w in W a s h i n g t o n , 

D . C . F e b r u a r y 5 to 1 3 , 1 9 8 5 . A n y 

m e m b e r p l a n n i n g to a t t e n d t h e s e 

m e e t i n g s and w h o is w i l l i n g to s p e n d 

s o m e t i m e p r o m o t i n g S T M A at t h e 

e x h i b i t , p l e a s e let m e k n o w . 

A n o t h e r a r e a of p r i m e i m p o r t a n c e is 

S T M A ' s c o m m i t t m e n t to p r o m o t e n a t u r a l 

g r a s s p l a y i n g -fields and to 

d i s s e m i n a t e , s h a r e a n d a s s i s t our 

•fellow s p o r t s t u r f m a n a g e r s w i t h new 

i d e a s , i n f o r m a t i o n and k n o w l e d g e . T o 

a c c o m p l i s h t h e s e e n d s w e i n t e n d to 

b e g i n s p o n s o r i n g r e g i o n a l s e m i n a r s in 

d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s of t h e c o u n t r y . 

T h e f i r s t w i l l b e t h e S p o r t s t u r f 

I n s t i t u t e a n d T r a d e S h o w to b e h e l d 

M a r c h 1 9 , 1 9 8 5 , at Cal P o l y 

U n i v e r s i t y , P o m o n a , C a i f o r n i a . T h e 

s e c o n d s e m i n a r is b e i n g p l a n n e d by 

V i c e P r e s i d e n t M i k e S c h i l l e r and p a s t 

P r e s i d e n t H a r r y " P o p s " G i l l . T h e 

m e e t i n g w i l l b e h e l d e i t h e r in 

M i l w a u k e e or C h i c a g o s o m e t i m e in 

J u l y . I p l a n to b e a v a i l a b l e to 

a s s i s t t h e s e t w o " m o v e r s and s h a k e r s " 

w i t h t h i s u n d e r t a k i n g . H a r r y G i l l 

g u a r a n t e e s a l u n c h of s u d s and 

b r a t w u r s t if M i l w a u k e e is s e l e c t e d 

f o r t h e s e m i n a r . 

B e g i n n i n g in A p r i l and e x t e n d i n g 

t h r o u g h D e c e m b e r , I h a v e b e e n g r a n t e d 

a s a b b a t i c a l l e a v e f r o m t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y to c o - a u t h o r a b o o k , 

Spor tstur f C o n s t r u c t i o n , M a n a g e m e n t 

and U s e , w i t h S T M A D i r e c t o r , D r . W . H . 

" B i l l " D a n i e l , f r o m P u r d u e 

U n i v e r s i t y . T o a c c o m p l i s h t h i s g o a l 

w i l l r e q u i r e e x t e n s i v e t r a v e l on m y 

p a r t to v i s i t s p o r t s f a c i l i t i e s and 

s t a d i u m s t h r o u g h o u t t h e U . S . to 

g a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , f a c t s a n d i d e a s 

f r o m s p o r t s t u r f m a n a g e r s . I f e e l t h e 

s a b b a t i c a l w i l l p r o v i d e an e x c e l l e n t 

o p p o r t u n i t y , a s your E x e c u i v e 

S e c r e t a r y , to p r o m o t e S T M A and to 

e n c o u r a g e s p o r t s t u r f m a n a g e r s 

e v e r y w h e r e to j o i n o u r p r o g r e s s i v e 

a s s o c i a t i o n . H o w e v e r , I w i l l n e e d t h e 

a s s i s t a n c e of e a c h of y o u to w r i t e 

t h i s b o o k . 

T h e y e a r 1 9 8 5 i n d e e d l o o k s v e r y 

p r o m i s n g and b r i g h t , and if e a c h 

m e m b e r e n c o u r a g e s a f r i e n d to j o i n our 

r a n k s w e c a n e a s i l y d o u b l e the 

m e m b e r s h i p of S T M A . W e look to our 

f u t u r e w i t h t h e h o p e of s o m e d a y b e i n g 

a b l e to c o m m a n d a s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n 

in t h e i n d u s t r y w h e r e b y S T M A w i l l b e 

a b l e to p r o v i d e f u n d s and c o o r d i n a t e 

r e s e a r c h a c t i v i t i e s at m a j o r 

u n i v e r s i t i e s for t h e b e t t e r m e n t of 

t h e s p o r t s t u r f m a n a g e r and h i s / h e r 

f a c i l i t i e s . S o o n w e s h o u l d h a v e a 

m e m b e r s h i p c a r d and p r o v i d e g r e a t e r 

b e n e f i t s and s e r v i c e s to our m e m b e r s . 

F r o m y o u r E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y , I do 

h o p e your p e r s o n a l N e w Year h o l d s a s 

m u c h e x c i t e m e n t and p r o m i s e a s 1 9 8 5 

d o e s for S T M A . 

NEWS FLASH FROM DENVER STMA MEETINGS 

Participating in one of the educational 
sessions at the recent annual meeting 
of STMA were Harry Gill (left), Steve 
Nightman, don Marshall and Barney 
Barron. 

S T M A el e c t e d to b e c o m e an i n d e p e n d e n t 

n a t i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n and to f o r g e 

a h e a d by u p g r a d i n g our p r o f e s s i o n and 

p r o v i d i n g our m e m b e r s w i t h 

c o n s i d e r a b l y i m p r o v e d b e n e f i t s . In a 

n u t s h e l l s o m e m a j o r s t e p s taker, by 

S T M A a r e : 

- a p p o i n t e d D r . K e n t K u r t z , P r o f e s s o r 

of T u r f g r a s s S c i e n c e at Cal P o l y 

U n i v e r s i t y , P o m o n a , C a l i f . , as t h e 

new E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y , 

- e s t a b l i s h e d a new m a i l i n g a d d r e s s : 

S p o r t s T u r f M a n a g e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n , 

c / o D o n M a r s h a l l , A n a h e i m S t a d i u m , 

2 0 0 0 S . S t a t e C o l l e g e B l v d . , A n a h e i m , 

CA 9 2 8 0 6 . 

- e l e c t e d to i n v e s t i g a t e j o i n i n g o t h e r 

G r e e n I n d u s t r y n a t i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s 

for an a n n u a l n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e and 

t r a d e s h o w . 

- e s t a b l i s h e d a new f e e s t r u c t u r e and 

r e s t r u c t u r e d all m e m b e r s h i p 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s . 



- a p p o i n t e d a c o m m i t t e e to r e v i s e t h e 

b y - l a w s to m a k e t h e m m o r e a p p l i c a b l e 

to t h e m e m b e r s h i p . 

EDITORIAL 

W e e d s , Trees & Turf, December 1985 

A - f r u s t r a t i o n e x i s t s in t h e G r e e n 

I n d u s t r y . It is c a u s e d b y t h e 

e x c e s s i v e a t t e n t i o n p o u r e d o v e r lawn 

c a r e o p e r a t o r s a n d g o l f c o u r s e 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s b y s u p p l i e r s and t h e 

n e w s m e d i a w h i l e o t h e r G r e e n I n d u s t r y 

p r o f e s s i o n s g o u n r e c o g n i z e d . 

Re-fusing to a c c e p t a l e s s e r p o s i t i o n 

in t h e i n d u s t r y , s m a l l e r i n d u s t r y 

a s s o c i a t i o n s a r e r e g r o u p i n g to 

r e s t o r e t h e i r right-ful s h a r e o-f 

r e c o g n i t i o n a m o n g s t all G r e e n 

I n d u s t r i e s . 

T h e l i s t o-f e x a m p l e s is l o n g . T h e 

A m e r i c a n S o d P r o d u c e r s A s s o c i a t i o n 

h i r e d a - f u l l - t i m e , e x p e r i e n c e d 

e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r , D o u g F e n d e r , a n d 

i m m e d i a t e l y s t a r t e d an i m a g e - b u i l d i n g 

c a m p a i g n . T h e Pro-fessinal G r o u n d s 

M a n a g e m e n t S o c i e t y h a s m a d e A l l a n 

S h u l d e r ' s p a r t - t i m e p o s i t i o n a 

-full-time o n e a n d t h e P G M A b o a r d ' s 

p r i m a r y g o a l is m o r e a t t e n t i o n -for 

t h e i r p r o g r a m s and s h o w . T h e S p o r t s 

T u r f M a n a g e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n h a s j u s t 

s e p a r a t e d -from its -former m a n a g e m e n t 

-firm a n d its b o a r d s e l e c t e d 

i m a g e - b u i l d i n g and s h o w a s k e y 

o b j e c t i v e s . T h e A s s o c i a t e d L a n d s c a p e 

C o n t r a c t o r s o-f A m e r i c a h a s s t e p p e d u p 

its m a i n t e n a n c e p r o g r a m s t o s h o w t h e 

l a n d s c a p e w o r l d t h e r e w a s l a n d s c a p e 

m a i n t e n a n c e be-fore t h e t e r m lawn c a r e 

w a s e v e r c o i n e d . 

T h e r e is a s o l u t i o n -for t h e i m a g e 

p r o b l e m o-f s m a l l e r a s s o c i a t i o n s , o n e 

w h e r e t h e i n d i v i d u a l a s s o c i a t i o n c a n 

p r e s e r v e t h e i r i d e n t i t y b u t s t i l l 

t a k e a d v a n t a g e o-f a l a r g e r s h o w , m o r e 

a t t e n t i o n -from m a n u f a c t u r e r s , and 

p e r h a p s b i g g e r b u d g e t e d u c a t i o n a l 

p r o g r a m s . 

It is a j o i n t c o n f e r e n c e . I n s t e a d of 

2 0 0 p e o p l e a t t e n d i n g s e p a r a t e s h o w s , 

3 , 0 0 0 w i l l a t t e n d a j o i n t c o n f e r e n c e . 

I n s t e a d of 3 3 s m a l l b o o t h s , t h e r e 

w i l l b e 2 0 0 e x h i b i t o r s w i t h t h e i r b i g 

b o o t h s . I n s t e a d of s p e a k e r s f r o m a 

l i m i t e d a r e a , t h e r e w i l l b e e x p e r t s 

f r o m a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . 

T h i s c a n b e d o n e w i t h o u t s m a l l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s l o o s i n g t h e i r i d e n t i t y 

in a b i g c r o w d . In f a c t , s m a l l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s c a n s t i l l h a v e s m a l l 

m e e t i n g s d u r i n g t h e y e a r if t h e y 

w a n t , b u t o n c e a y e a r j o i n t o g e t h e r 

and p u t t h e i r m u s c l e t o g e t h e r w i t h 

o t h e r a l l i e d a s s o c i a t i o n s f o r a m a j o r 

e v e n t . 

S u c h an e v e n t w i l l b e c o m e r e a l i t y 

w i t h i n t h e n e x t 18 m o n t h s . M a r k m y 

w o r d . 

B r u c e S h a n k 

W e e d s T r e e s & T u r f 

R e p r i n t e d E d i t o r i a l 

WIGHTMAN WIN? LAWN RANGER AWARD 

Harry Gill (right) presented the Lccum 
Ranger Award for the Sports Turf Manager 
of the year to Steve Nightman. 

T h e " L a w n R a n g e r " A w a r d , f o u n d e d in 

1 9 8 1 b y H a r r y G i l l , D i r e c t o r of 

G r o u n d s of M i l w a u k e e C o u n t y S t a d i u m , 

is d e s i g n e d to r e c o g n i z e i n d i v i d u a l s 

w h o h a v e m a d e o u t s t a n d i n g 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s to t h e a d v a n c e m e n t of 

t h e s p o r t s t u r f g r a s s i n d u s t r y . 

T h e 1 9 8 4 w i n n e r w a s S t e v e W i g h t m a n . 

W i g h t m a n , M i l e H i g h S t a d i u m , D e n v e r , 

m a i n t a i n s t h e f i e l d in t o p c o n d i t i o n 

f o r u s e b y p r o f e s s i o n a l b a s e b a l l 

t e a m s , U S F L f o o t b a l l t e a m s a n d a s 

t h e h o m e f i e l d f o r t h e N F L B r o n c o s . 

In a d d i t i o n he is r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

k e e p i n g t h e f i e l d in p l a y a b l e 

c o n d i t i o n w h i l e s t i l l a l l o w i n g t h e 

s t a d i u m to b e u s e d for s p e c i a l 

e v e n t s s u c h a s t h e r e c e n t M i c h a e l 

J a c k s o n V i c t o r y T o u r . 


