
DENVER HAPPENINGS 

T h e S T M A a n n u a l m e e t i n g w h i c h w a s 

h e l d a t t h e R e g e n c y H o t e l in D e n v e r 

-featured o n e o-f t h e b e s t e d u c a t i o n a l 

p r o g r a m s e v e r a c c o r d i n g to t h o s e in 

a t t e n d a n c e . C r e d i t -for t h i s B l u e 

R i b b o n p r o g r a m m u s t g o to our V i c e 

P r e s i d e n t M i k e S c h i l l e r w h o s e r v e d a s 

p r o g r a m c h a i r m a n . W e a r e in t h e 

p r o c e s s o-f c o m p i l i n g a p r o c e e d i n g s 

f e a t u r i n g all t h e t a l k s t h a t w e r e 

p r e s e n t e d . O n c e all t h e s p e e c h e s a r e 

r e c e i v e d -from t h e s p e a k e r s , t h e y w i l l 

b e b o u n d a n d m a d e a v a i l a b l e in 

b o o k l e t -form t o S T M A m e m b e r s . 

Welcoming participants to the 1984 STMA 
annual meeting was the billboard sign 
outside Mile High Stadium. 

E l e c t e d t o s e r v e a s P r e s i d e n t -for t h e 

1 9 8 5 y e a r w a s D a v i d F r e y , C l e v e l a n d 

S t a d i u m . S e r v i n g w i t h h i m on t h e 

E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e a r e M i k e S c h i l l e r , 

N o r t h b r o o k , I l l i n o i s P a r k s , v i c e 

p r e s i d e n t ; M e l i s s a M e r r i t t , P e n n 

V a l l e y C o m m u n i t y C o l l e g e , s e c r e t a r y ; 

S t e v e W i g h t m a n , D e n v e r M i l e H i g h 

S t a d i u m , t r e a s u r e r . S e r v i n g on t h e 

B o a r d o-f D i r e c t o r s a r e D o n M a r s h a l l , 

A n a h e i m S t a d i u m ; G e o r g e Torna, K a n s a s 

C i t y R o y a l s & Chie-fs; and R o y Z e h r e n , 

N a t i o n a l A t h l e t i c T u r f , I n c . , Mequor», 

W i s . A l s o on t h e b o a r d a r e t h r e e p a s t 

p r e s i d e n t s o-f S T M A : D r . W . H . D a n i e l , 

P u r d u e U n i v e r s i t y , H a r r y G i l l , 

M i l w a u k e e C o u n t y S t a d i u m ; and Dick 

E r i c s o n , M e t r o S t a d i u m , M i n n e s o t a . 

S e l e c t e d to s e r v e a s E x e c u t i v e 

S e c r e t a r y is D r . K e n t W . K u r t z , 

P r o f e s s o r o-f Tur-fgrass, Cal P o l y 

P o m o n a U n i v e r s i t y , C a l i f o r n i a . 

Taking a tour of Mile High Stadium in 
Denver were Harry Gill (left), Bill 
Daniel, Kent Kurtz and Mike Schiller. 

In a d d i t i o n to t h e s e r i o u s t i m e s , 

S T M A c o n f e r e e s e n j o y e d s o m e h u m e r o u s 

m o m e n t s . D u r i n g t h e tour o-f M i l e H i g h 

S t a d ium al1 e y e s w e r e d r a w n to the 

u p p e r m o s t s e c t i o n o-f t h e s e a t s w h e r e 

a r o b u s t -figure d r e s s e d in a C h i c a g o 

C u b s h a t a n d j a c k e t w a s s e a t e d . It 

w a s n o o t h e r t h a n M i k e " B o b U e c k e r " 

S c h i l l e r v i e w i n g t h e a c t i o n -from 

h i s "-front row" s e a t . 

W h a t w a s D o n M a r s h a l l t r y i n g to p r o v e 

by r i d i n g t h e e l e v a t o r up and d o w n to 

the 14th -floor? H o w m a n y t i m e s did 

y o u m a k e t h e t r i p , D o n ? Is t h i s how 

A n a h e i m S t a d i u m e m p l o y e e s kill t i m e 

d u r i n g a w o r k i n g d a y ? 

O u r n e w S T M A S e c r e t a r y M e l i s s a 

M e r r i t t w a s last s e e n c h a s i n g a r o u n d 

m a k i n g c o p i e s and r u n n i n g a m u l t i d u d e 

o-f e r r a n d s t h u s e a r n i n g t h e t i t l e 

" G o f e r " . 



And how a b o u t D r . " Na i t hsm i t h " 

b a s k e t b a l l K u r t z . In t r y i n g to 

i l l u s t r a t e how s o i l s d r a i n p r o p e r l y , 

he d i s c u s s e d the p r o p e r and i m p r o p e r 

s t r u c t u r e of s o i l s . He s a i d "If o n e 

f i l l e d a gym half full of 

b a s k e t b a l l s , then d u m p e d m a r b l e s on 

top , the m a r b l e s w o u l d s i n k to the 

b o t t o m . T h i s w o u l d be c o m p a r e d to 

s i l t or c l a y ( m a r b l e s ) p l u g g i n g up 

the l a r g e g r a v e l a g g r e g a t e s . P r o p e r 

soil d r a i n a g e s y s t e m s m u s t be well 

t h o u g h t o u t b e f o r e i n s t a l l a t i o n . " 

Just for fun Mike Schiller climbed high up 
in Mile High Stadium to claim his "front 
rov" seat. 

T h e D e n v e r S T M A m e e t i n g s w e r e 

d e l i g h t f u l , e d u c a t i o n a l , and 

e s t a b l i s h e d a w a r m , c a r i n g and 

c l o s e n e s s a m o n g all in a t t e n d a n c e . W e 

a r e on our w a y to a new b e g i n n i n g . 

STMA EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY 

AT GCSA TRADE SHOW 

The Golf C o u r s e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s 
A s s o c i a t i o n of A m e r i c a is p r o v i d i n g 
STMA a c o m p l e m e n t a r y b o o t h at their 
56th I n t e r n a t i o n a l Golf C o u r s e 

C o n f e r e n c e and S h o w ( F e b r u a r y 1 0 - 1 2 ) 

in t h e W a s h i n g t o n D . C . C o n v e n t i o n 

C e n t e r . We a p p r e c i a t e 

t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y to p r o m o t e S T M A . 

E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y K e n t K u r t z w i l l 

b e a t t e n d i n g the c o n f e r e n c e b u t n e e d s 

a s s i s t a n c e m a n n i n g the b o o t h and 

n e e d s p i c t u r e s or p o s t e r s to d r e s s up 

the d i s p l a y . If y o u c a n h e l p or s e n d 

m a t e r i a l for the b o o t h p l e a s e c o n t a c t 

K e n t at 7 1 4 - 5 9 8 - 4 1 6 7 or e v e n i n g s 

7 1 4 - 9 8 4 - 4 6 7 7 . 

H o p e f u l l y T o n y B u r n e t t c a n p r o v i d e 

S T M A m e m b e r s a t t e n d i n g t h e c o n f e r e n c e 

a t o u r of J . F . K e n n e d y S t a d i u m in 

W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 

STMA MEMBERS PREPARE 

BOWL AND PLAYOFF GAMES 

H a t s off to our m e m b e r s w h o h a v e m a d e 

t h e A s s o c i a t i o n p r o u d w i t h t h e i r 

e x c e l l e n t f i e l d p r e p a r a t i o n s for t h e 

b i g g a m e s . And all of t h e s e g a m e s 

w e r e p l a y e d on n a t u r a l g r a s s . 

C o n g r a t u l t i o n s g e n t l e m e n , S T M A h a s 

f i n a l l y a r r i v e d . 

B a r n e y B a r r o n 

N F L P l a y o f f - San F r a n c i s c o 

Don M a r s h a l 1 

F r e e d o m B o w l , N F L P l a y o f f - A n a h e i m 

S t e v e W i g h t m a n 

N F L P l a y o f f - D e n v e r 

T o n y B u r n e t t 

N F L P l a y o f f - W a s h i n g t o n D . C . 

G e o r g e T o m a 

S u p e r Bowl - P a l o A l t o 

D a l e S a n d i n 

N F L P l a y o f f - M i a m i 

D a v i d J a c o b s , K e n t K u r t z 

R o s e Bowl - P a s a d e n a 

GEORGE TOMA AND DONALD MARSHALL TO SPEAK 

AT CAL POLY 1S 2ND ANNUAL SPORTSTURF 

INSTITUTE MARCH 19, 1985 

T h e 2nd a n n u a l S p o r t s t u r f I n s t i t u t e 

at Cal P o l y P o m o n a T u e s d a y , M a r c h 1 9 , 

1985 i n c l u d e s a s e m i n a r s e r i e s 

f e a t u r i n g two of the n a t i o n ' s p r e m i e r 

s p o r t s t u r f m a n a g e r s , G e o r g e T o m a 

( K a n s a s C i t y R o y a l s b a s e b a l l c l u b , 

K a n s a s C i t y C h i e f s F o o t b a l l t e a m and 

the N F L S u p e r b o w l ' s s p e c i a l a d v i s o r ) 

and D o n a l d M a r s h a l l f r o m A n a h e i m 

S t a d i u m (Los A n g e l e s R a m s , C a i f o r n i a 

A n g e l s , and F r e e d o m B o w l ) . 

T h i s y e a r ' s c o n f e r e n c e i n c l u d e s a 
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A LOT IS ON THE UNE 
Player Injuries * Team Records * Alumni/Fan Support 

The Spirit of Sports * Your Job 
Why face all this responsibility alone? 
There is an association of fellow sports field 
managers waiting to share their experi-
ences with you. Members of the Sports Turf 
Managers Association include grounds 
superintendents of high school and college 
campuses, park superintendents, and field 
managers for professional football, base-
ball, and soccer teams. Each member has 
something to lend to the advancement of 
athletic field management. 

STMA members manage utility turf, fine 
turf, cool-season turf, warm-season turf, 
clay fields, sand fields, and even artificial 
fields. They are anxious to share what they 
have discovered that works. 

The bottom line is budgets are matters of 

fact, not luck or secrets. And, today, per-
sons responsible for millions of dollars of 
recreational property need facts. 

STMA members exchange their ideas 
through a bimonthly newsletter, regional 
seminars, and an annual conference and 
show. The membership directory puts the 
names and phone numbers of fellow mem-
bers and suppliers at your fingertips for 
help in emergencies, or just for bouncing 
ideas off of each other. 

Be your own expert with the help of fellow 
sports field managers. Fill out the mem-
bership coupon below and mail it today. 
You don't have to face the challenges of 
sports field management by yourself 
anymore. 

Please send check for appropriate amount to Sports Turf 
Managers Association, c/o Don Marshall, Anaheim Sta-
dium, 2000 S. State College Blvd., Anaheim, CA 92806. 
For more information contact Kent Kurtz, executive 
secretary, STMA, (714) 598-4167. 

N A M E 

TITLE. 

FACILITY. 

A D D R E S S . 

CITY .STATE. -ZIP-

P H O N E N U M B E R . 

SIGNATURE 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 
PROFESSIONAL 

1 SPORTS TURF FACILITY 
M A N A G E R S (S50) 

2 EDUCATORS/PARKS/ 
SCHOOLS ($30) 

3 S T U D E N T S ($10) 

4 COMMERCIAL/ 
A F F I L I A T E S ($100) 





m o r n i n g s e m i n a r s e r i e s f r o m 8 : 3 0 a . m . 

to 1 2 : 3 0 p . m . w i t h t w o c o n c u r r e n t 

s e s s i o n s to c h o o s e f r o m : G e t t i n g B a c k 

to t h e B a s i c s , A s s i s t i n g C o a c h e s and 

A t h l e t i c D i r e c t o s M a n a g e F i e l d s and 

T h e S p o r t s t u r f M a n a g e r in t h e 1 9 8 0 ' s . 

All e d u c a t i o n a l s e s s i o n s w i l l b e h e l d 

at t h e U n i v e r s i t y U n i o n . 

Dr. Kent Kurtz, STMA Executive Secretary and 
George Toma3 Kansas City Royals and. Cheifs 
discuss the upcoming Sports Turf Institute 
at Cal Poly Pomona„ California. 

A s t e a k b a r b e q u e lunch at t h e f a m o u s 

W . K . K e l l o g g R o s e G a r d e n and an 

o p p o r t u n i t y to v i s i t t h e a c c l a i m e d 

new 0 . A . B a t c h e l l e r C o n s e r v a t o r y 

p r o v i d e a t i m e to r e l a x and r e f l e c t 

on t h e d a y ' s a c t i v i t i e s . 

T h e S p o r t s t u r f I n d u s t r i e s l e a d i n g 

e q u i p m e n t , m a t e r i a l s and s u p p l y 

c o m p a n i e s w i l l b e f e a t u r e d in a t r a d e 

s h o w f r o m 1 : 3 0 to 4 : 3 0 p . m . I n s i d e 

e x h i b i t s w i l l b e in t h e m e n ' s 

g y m n a s i u m a n d t h e o u t s i d e e x h i i t s on 

t h e l a r g e a t h l e t i c f i e l d c o m p l e x 

a d j a c e n t to t h e g y m . 

C o m e to l e a r n , s h a r e and e x p e r i e n c e a 

d a y of f e l l o w s h i p a n d k n o w l e d g e . T h i s 

y e a r ' s I n s t i t u t e is c o - s p o n s o r e d by 

t h e S p o r t s T u r f M a n a g e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n 

and t h e C a l P o l y O r n a m e n t a l 

H o r t i c u l t u r e C l u b . 

P r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n $ 1 8 i n c l u d e s l u n c h . 

R e g i s t r a t i o n at t h e door is $ 2 0 . 

C h e c k s s h o u l d b e m a d e p a y a b l e to: Cal 

P o l y F o u n d a t i o n . Tear off 

p r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n f o r m is b e l o w , 

i n c l u d e a c h e c k for $ 1 8 . and m a i l to: 

D r . K e n t W . K u r t z , S p o r t s t u r f 

I n s t i t u t e C o o r d i n a t o r , H o r t i c u l t u r e 

D e p a r t m e n t , Cal P o l y , 3 8 0 1 W . T e m p l e 

A v e . , P o m o n a , C a l i f . , 9 1 7 6 8 . 

MESSAGE FROM STMA PRESIDENT 

A s P r e s i d e n t of S T M A , I w i s h to 

w e l c o m e new m e m b e r s and e x t e n d b e s t 

w i s h e s to all m e m b e r s for a 

s u c c e s s f u l s e a s o n in 1 9 8 5 . 

1 9 8 5 p r o m i s e s to b e t h e year of 

c h a n g e f o r S T M A . A g o a l for t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n h a s b e e n d e f i n e d , a logo 

h a s b e e n c r e a t e d , real b y - l a w s a r e 

now in e f f e c t , and w e n o w h a v e our 

o w n o f f i c e . 

For y e a r s g r a s s h a s b e e n a c c e p t e d as 

a g r e e n c o v e r w h e r e it is not s h a d e d 

o u t or c o v e r e d u p . Our g o a l is to 

p r o m o t e t h e v i r t u e of g r a s s for s p o r t 

s u r f a c e s and e n c o u r a g e t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t of g r a s s g r o w i n g 

t e c h n i q u e s . 

T h e '85 s e a s o n w i l l p r o v i d e y o u , the 

m e m b e r s h i p , w i t h new b e n e f i t s f r o m 

t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n and h o p e f u l l y a good 

level of c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h o t h e r s in 

t h e s a m e " f i e l d of i n t e r e s t " . 

D a v i d D . F r e y 

P r e s i d e n t , S p o r t s Turf M a n a g e r s 

A s s o c . 

UPDATE FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

I am p l e a s e d to b e a b l e to s e r v e the 

S T M A m e m b e r s h i p as t h e new E x e c u t i v e 

S e c r e t a r y . Y o u r B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s 

and n e w l y e l e c t e d o f f i c e r s h a v e a s k e d 

m e to t a k e t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n to t h e 

f o r e f r o n t of our i n d u s t r y and I 

i n t e n d to d o t h i s by s p e n d i n g t h e 

n e x t y e a r p r o m o t i n g a p o s i t i v e , 

p r o f e s s i o n a l i m a g e for t h e 

a s s o c i a t i o n . S i n c e t h e m e e t i n g s in 

D e n v e r w e h a v e a l r e a d y o p e n e d our own 

b a n k a c c o u n t , b e g u n p u b l i s h i n g a 

m o d e s t n e w s l e t t e r , s t a r t e d w o r k on a 

m e m b e r s h i p d i r e c t o r y , and p l a n to 

i n i t i a t e a m e m b e r s h i p d r i v e by w o r d 

of m o u t h , t h r o u g h t r a d e p u b l i c a t i o n s 

( W e e d s , T r e e s , & T u r f , F e b r u a r y 1985) 



and at r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l 

c o n f e r e n c e s . W e p l a n to h a v e a 

m e m b e r s h i p d i s p l a y and e x h i i b i t at 

t h e 5 6 t h I n t e r n a t i n a l G o l f C o u r s e 

C o n f e r e n c e and S h o w in W a s h i n g t o n , 

D . C . F e b r u a r y 5 to 1 3 , 1 9 8 5 . A n y 

m e m b e r p l a n n i n g to a t t e n d t h e s e 

m e e t i n g s and w h o is w i l l i n g to s p e n d 

s o m e t i m e p r o m o t i n g S T M A at t h e 

e x h i b i t , p l e a s e let m e k n o w . 

A n o t h e r a r e a of p r i m e i m p o r t a n c e is 

S T M A ' s c o m m i t t m e n t to p r o m o t e n a t u r a l 

g r a s s p l a y i n g -fields and to 

d i s s e m i n a t e , s h a r e a n d a s s i s t our 

•fellow s p o r t s t u r f m a n a g e r s w i t h new 

i d e a s , i n f o r m a t i o n and k n o w l e d g e . T o 

a c c o m p l i s h t h e s e e n d s w e i n t e n d to 

b e g i n s p o n s o r i n g r e g i o n a l s e m i n a r s in 

d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s of t h e c o u n t r y . 

T h e f i r s t w i l l b e t h e S p o r t s t u r f 

I n s t i t u t e a n d T r a d e S h o w to b e h e l d 

M a r c h 1 9 , 1 9 8 5 , at Cal P o l y 

U n i v e r s i t y , P o m o n a , C a i f o r n i a . T h e 

s e c o n d s e m i n a r is b e i n g p l a n n e d by 

V i c e P r e s i d e n t M i k e S c h i l l e r and p a s t 

P r e s i d e n t H a r r y " P o p s " G i l l . T h e 

m e e t i n g w i l l b e h e l d e i t h e r in 

M i l w a u k e e or C h i c a g o s o m e t i m e in 

J u l y . I p l a n to b e a v a i l a b l e to 

a s s i s t t h e s e t w o " m o v e r s and s h a k e r s " 

w i t h t h i s u n d e r t a k i n g . H a r r y G i l l 

g u a r a n t e e s a l u n c h of s u d s and 

b r a t w u r s t if M i l w a u k e e is s e l e c t e d 

f o r t h e s e m i n a r . 

B e g i n n i n g in A p r i l and e x t e n d i n g 

t h r o u g h D e c e m b e r , I h a v e b e e n g r a n t e d 

a s a b b a t i c a l l e a v e f r o m t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y to c o - a u t h o r a b o o k , 

Spor tstur f C o n s t r u c t i o n , M a n a g e m e n t 

and U s e , w i t h S T M A D i r e c t o r , D r . W . H . 

" B i l l " D a n i e l , f r o m P u r d u e 

U n i v e r s i t y . T o a c c o m p l i s h t h i s g o a l 

w i l l r e q u i r e e x t e n s i v e t r a v e l on m y 

p a r t to v i s i t s p o r t s f a c i l i t i e s and 

s t a d i u m s t h r o u g h o u t t h e U . S . to 

g a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , f a c t s a n d i d e a s 

f r o m s p o r t s t u r f m a n a g e r s . I f e e l t h e 

s a b b a t i c a l w i l l p r o v i d e an e x c e l l e n t 

o p p o r t u n i t y , a s your E x e c u i v e 

S e c r e t a r y , to p r o m o t e S T M A and to 

e n c o u r a g e s p o r t s t u r f m a n a g e r s 

e v e r y w h e r e to j o i n o u r p r o g r e s s i v e 

a s s o c i a t i o n . H o w e v e r , I w i l l n e e d t h e 

a s s i s t a n c e of e a c h of y o u to w r i t e 

t h i s b o o k . 

T h e y e a r 1 9 8 5 i n d e e d l o o k s v e r y 

p r o m i s n g and b r i g h t , and if e a c h 

m e m b e r e n c o u r a g e s a f r i e n d to j o i n our 

r a n k s w e c a n e a s i l y d o u b l e the 

m e m b e r s h i p of S T M A . W e look to our 

f u t u r e w i t h t h e h o p e of s o m e d a y b e i n g 

a b l e to c o m m a n d a s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n 

in t h e i n d u s t r y w h e r e b y S T M A w i l l b e 

a b l e to p r o v i d e f u n d s and c o o r d i n a t e 

r e s e a r c h a c t i v i t i e s at m a j o r 

u n i v e r s i t i e s for t h e b e t t e r m e n t of 

t h e s p o r t s t u r f m a n a g e r and h i s / h e r 

f a c i l i t i e s . S o o n w e s h o u l d h a v e a 

m e m b e r s h i p c a r d and p r o v i d e g r e a t e r 

b e n e f i t s and s e r v i c e s to our m e m b e r s . 

F r o m y o u r E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y , I do 

h o p e your p e r s o n a l N e w Year h o l d s a s 

m u c h e x c i t e m e n t and p r o m i s e a s 1 9 8 5 

d o e s for S T M A . 

NEWS FLASH FROM DENVER STMA MEETINGS 

Participating in one of the educational 
sessions at the recent annual meeting 
of STMA were Harry Gill (left), Steve 
Nightman, don Marshall and Barney 
Barron. 

S T M A el e c t e d to b e c o m e an i n d e p e n d e n t 

n a t i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n and to f o r g e 

a h e a d by u p g r a d i n g our p r o f e s s i o n and 

p r o v i d i n g our m e m b e r s w i t h 

c o n s i d e r a b l y i m p r o v e d b e n e f i t s . In a 

n u t s h e l l s o m e m a j o r s t e p s taker, by 

S T M A a r e : 

- a p p o i n t e d D r . K e n t K u r t z , P r o f e s s o r 

of T u r f g r a s s S c i e n c e at Cal P o l y 

U n i v e r s i t y , P o m o n a , C a l i f . , as t h e 

new E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y , 

- e s t a b l i s h e d a new m a i l i n g a d d r e s s : 

S p o r t s T u r f M a n a g e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n , 

c / o D o n M a r s h a l l , A n a h e i m S t a d i u m , 

2 0 0 0 S . S t a t e C o l l e g e B l v d . , A n a h e i m , 

CA 9 2 8 0 6 . 

- e l e c t e d to i n v e s t i g a t e j o i n i n g o t h e r 

G r e e n I n d u s t r y n a t i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s 

for an a n n u a l n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e and 

t r a d e s h o w . 

- e s t a b l i s h e d a new f e e s t r u c t u r e and 

r e s t r u c t u r e d all m e m b e r s h i p 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s . 



- a p p o i n t e d a c o m m i t t e e to r e v i s e t h e 

b y - l a w s to m a k e t h e m m o r e a p p l i c a b l e 

to t h e m e m b e r s h i p . 

EDITORIAL 

W e e d s , Trees & Turf, December 1985 

A - f r u s t r a t i o n e x i s t s in t h e G r e e n 

I n d u s t r y . It is c a u s e d b y t h e 

e x c e s s i v e a t t e n t i o n p o u r e d o v e r lawn 

c a r e o p e r a t o r s a n d g o l f c o u r s e 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s b y s u p p l i e r s and t h e 

n e w s m e d i a w h i l e o t h e r G r e e n I n d u s t r y 

p r o f e s s i o n s g o u n r e c o g n i z e d . 

Re-fusing to a c c e p t a l e s s e r p o s i t i o n 

in t h e i n d u s t r y , s m a l l e r i n d u s t r y 

a s s o c i a t i o n s a r e r e g r o u p i n g to 

r e s t o r e t h e i r right-ful s h a r e o-f 

r e c o g n i t i o n a m o n g s t all G r e e n 

I n d u s t r i e s . 

T h e l i s t o-f e x a m p l e s is l o n g . T h e 

A m e r i c a n S o d P r o d u c e r s A s s o c i a t i o n 

h i r e d a - f u l l - t i m e , e x p e r i e n c e d 

e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r , D o u g F e n d e r , a n d 

i m m e d i a t e l y s t a r t e d an i m a g e - b u i l d i n g 

c a m p a i g n . T h e Pro-fessinal G r o u n d s 

M a n a g e m e n t S o c i e t y h a s m a d e A l l a n 

S h u l d e r ' s p a r t - t i m e p o s i t i o n a 

-full-time o n e a n d t h e P G M A b o a r d ' s 

p r i m a r y g o a l is m o r e a t t e n t i o n -for 

t h e i r p r o g r a m s and s h o w . T h e S p o r t s 

T u r f M a n a g e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n h a s j u s t 

s e p a r a t e d -from its -former m a n a g e m e n t 

-firm a n d its b o a r d s e l e c t e d 

i m a g e - b u i l d i n g and s h o w a s k e y 

o b j e c t i v e s . T h e A s s o c i a t e d L a n d s c a p e 

C o n t r a c t o r s o-f A m e r i c a h a s s t e p p e d u p 

its m a i n t e n a n c e p r o g r a m s t o s h o w t h e 

l a n d s c a p e w o r l d t h e r e w a s l a n d s c a p e 

m a i n t e n a n c e be-fore t h e t e r m lawn c a r e 

w a s e v e r c o i n e d . 

T h e r e is a s o l u t i o n -for t h e i m a g e 

p r o b l e m o-f s m a l l e r a s s o c i a t i o n s , o n e 

w h e r e t h e i n d i v i d u a l a s s o c i a t i o n c a n 

p r e s e r v e t h e i r i d e n t i t y b u t s t i l l 

t a k e a d v a n t a g e o-f a l a r g e r s h o w , m o r e 

a t t e n t i o n -from m a n u f a c t u r e r s , and 

p e r h a p s b i g g e r b u d g e t e d u c a t i o n a l 

p r o g r a m s . 

It is a j o i n t c o n f e r e n c e . I n s t e a d of 

2 0 0 p e o p l e a t t e n d i n g s e p a r a t e s h o w s , 

3 , 0 0 0 w i l l a t t e n d a j o i n t c o n f e r e n c e . 

I n s t e a d of 3 3 s m a l l b o o t h s , t h e r e 

w i l l b e 2 0 0 e x h i b i t o r s w i t h t h e i r b i g 

b o o t h s . I n s t e a d of s p e a k e r s f r o m a 

l i m i t e d a r e a , t h e r e w i l l b e e x p e r t s 

f r o m a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . 

T h i s c a n b e d o n e w i t h o u t s m a l l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s l o o s i n g t h e i r i d e n t i t y 

in a b i g c r o w d . In f a c t , s m a l l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s c a n s t i l l h a v e s m a l l 

m e e t i n g s d u r i n g t h e y e a r if t h e y 

w a n t , b u t o n c e a y e a r j o i n t o g e t h e r 

and p u t t h e i r m u s c l e t o g e t h e r w i t h 

o t h e r a l l i e d a s s o c i a t i o n s f o r a m a j o r 

e v e n t . 

S u c h an e v e n t w i l l b e c o m e r e a l i t y 

w i t h i n t h e n e x t 18 m o n t h s . M a r k m y 

w o r d . 

B r u c e S h a n k 

W e e d s T r e e s & T u r f 

R e p r i n t e d E d i t o r i a l 

WIGHTMAN WIN? LAWN RANGER AWARD 

Harry Gill (right) presented the Lccum 
Ranger Award for the Sports Turf Manager 
of the year to Steve Nightman. 

T h e " L a w n R a n g e r " A w a r d , f o u n d e d in 

1 9 8 1 b y H a r r y G i l l , D i r e c t o r of 

G r o u n d s of M i l w a u k e e C o u n t y S t a d i u m , 

is d e s i g n e d to r e c o g n i z e i n d i v i d u a l s 

w h o h a v e m a d e o u t s t a n d i n g 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s to t h e a d v a n c e m e n t of 

t h e s p o r t s t u r f g r a s s i n d u s t r y . 

T h e 1 9 8 4 w i n n e r w a s S t e v e W i g h t m a n . 

W i g h t m a n , M i l e H i g h S t a d i u m , D e n v e r , 

m a i n t a i n s t h e f i e l d in t o p c o n d i t i o n 

f o r u s e b y p r o f e s s i o n a l b a s e b a l l 

t e a m s , U S F L f o o t b a l l t e a m s a n d a s 

t h e h o m e f i e l d f o r t h e N F L B r o n c o s . 

In a d d i t i o n he is r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

k e e p i n g t h e f i e l d in p l a y a b l e 

c o n d i t i o n w h i l e s t i l l a l l o w i n g t h e 

s t a d i u m to b e u s e d for s p e c i a l 

e v e n t s s u c h a s t h e r e c e n t M i c h a e l 

J a c k s o n V i c t o r y T o u r . 



The a w a r d , a t r a v e l i n g t r o p h y , is 
quite u n i q u e in d e s i g n . It c o n s i s t s 
o i a -figure r e p r e s e n t i n g the s p o r t s 
tur-f m a n a g e r , r i d i n g the horse o-f 
p o l i t i c s , w i e l d i n g the w e a p o n s o-f a 
w a t e r h o s e and r a k e , and s i t t i n g atop 
the g r i l l o-f a c a t c h e r ' s m a s k . 

N o m i n a t i o n s -for the award are 
s o l i c i t e d -From all STMA m e m b e r s . At 
the a n n u a l m e e t i n g , the w i n n e r is 
s e l e c t e d f r o m the s l a t e o-f 
c a n d i d a t e s and p r e s e n t e d the a w a r d . 

The -first award w i n n e r in 1982 was 
H a r r y G i l l . The s e c o n d w a s D r . W . H . 
D a n i e l , p r o f e s s o r and tur-fgrass 
s p c i a l i s t at P u r d u e U n i v e r s i t y . 

WELCOME NEW STMA MEMBERS 

J . W . M c G i l l i s 
P r e s i d e n t , A r n o l d T h o m a s Seed C o . 
L o u d e n , W a s h . 

Mark H o d n i c k 
S u p e r v i s o r o-f G r o u n d s 
Cal P o l y U n i v e r s i t y 
P o m o n a , C a l i f . 

David J a c o b s 
R o s e B o w l D i r e c t o r 
P a s a d e n a , C a l i f . 

Tony G u e r r e r o 
Fac i1i ty M a n a g e r 
Air F o r c e A c a d e m y 
C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s , C o l o . 

K e n n e t h Irons 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of G r o u n d s 
Los A n g e l e s R a i d e r s 
Los A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 

M i c h a e l K a r t c h n e r 
S u p e r i n t e n d of G r o u n d s 
Jur i p a U n i f i e d S c h o o l D i s t r i c t 
R i v e r s i d e , C a i I f . 

J a m e s F l y n n 
Park F o r e m a n 
W i 1 t o n , C o n n . 

Don M o r g a n 
M a n a g e r , S i e r r a S t a d i a 
A n a h e i m , C a l i f . 

D o u g l a s Q u i n n 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of P a r k s 
H a l i f a x N o v a S c o t i a , C a n a d a 

L a r r y K r i e g e r 
P r e s i d e n t , 7 - K C o l o r C o r p . 
Los A n g e l e s , C a l i f . 

A WORD ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER 

A l t h o u g h the d e c i s i o n w a s m a d e by 
STMA O f f i c e r s and the B o a r d of 
D i r e c t o r s to e s t a b l i s h a 
n e w s l e t t e r , it is the o p i n i o n of 
y o u r E x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y to keep 
the c o s t m i n i m a l u n t i l o u r 
m e m b e r s h i p i n c r e a s e s a n d / o r we 
s t a r t to a c c e p t a d v e r t i s i n g . 

To keep the c o s t s down we have 
e l e c t e d to set the copy by u s i n g 
a c o m p u t e r p r i n t e r and a 
t y p e w r i t e r r a t h e r than h a v i n g it 
t y p e s e t . 

S o , we m a y not be f a n c y right 
n o w , but w e w i l l get the news 
about S T M A to y o u , our r e a d e r . 

P r e s i d e n t 
V i c e P r e s i d e n t 

David Frey 
Mike Sch i1ler 

Sec r e t a r y 
T r e a s u r e r 
D i r e c t o r 
D i r e c t o r 
Director-
D i r e c t o r 
Director-
D i r e c t o r 
E x . S e c r e t a r y 

M e l i s s a M e r r i t t 
Steve W i g h t m a n 

Don M a r s h a l 1 
G e o r g e T a m a 
Roy Z e h r e n 

D r . W . H . D a n i e l 
H a r r y Gill 

Dick E r i c s o n 
D r . Kent Kurtz 

Dr. Kent W. Kurtz 
Executive Secretary 
Sports Turf Manager's Assoc, 
1458 N. Euclid 
Ontario, CA 91764 


