Chasing Brown Patch
Is Not All

By AvLserT BrOwWN, Pro-greenkeeper

Lido Country Club, Long Beach, L. I.

HASING brown patch is not all there is

to greenkeeping. Despite the fact that

the name “greenkeeper” is apt to be misleading

to those of the general public who have just

recently aspired to become golfers, they must iy g

not forget that there are other duties on the

course and many of them are perhaps of more

importance to the golfers who financially sup-
port the clubs and courses.

Personally, I think the subject of brown
patch has been overstrained during the last
vear, and, although very serious in itself it
may overshadow the real work in hand of which
as we all know there is abundance. We all
have our worries from the usual kickers (of
course passed on to us by the chairman of the
Green committee or the secretary—bless their
souls), on the rough being too rough or the
pits too difficult for them. The greens too fast
or the greens too slow, is a subject everlasting
with the alibi golfers from coast to coast, but
it is all in the game of golf for the player who
is on the losing end the world over.

The business of greenkeeping has at last won
recognition and universal respect from the golf
clubs and players of America. We believe an
employee of a club who is responsible for the
spending of from fifteen thousand to twenty-
five thousand of dollars per year toward keep-
ing the golf course in playing condition must
fill an important position.

The National Association of Greenkeepers of
America composed of a body of men of proven My ProBLEMS ARE L1KE ALL OTHERS
worth and intelligence certainly has a great fu-
ture, for, as we see it this is only the beginning. tions here at Lido on Long Island I may
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We mow our greens nearly every
day including Sunday and the fair-
ways twice each week. Our course
is built on a sand bar with a six-inch
layer of farm top soil on fairways and
greens. The so-called rough is the
natural sand itself, shaped up into
mounds and hummocks to give it char-
acter, planted with tufts of coarse sea
grass and having the appearance of
natural seaside sand dunes. This is an
ideal condition for natural hazards as
it is thin enough to find balls easy but

ETTING down to my own local condi-
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from. Of course this condition is only possible
on sand, gravel or very sterile soil.

One edge of the course is hard up against
the Atlantic ocean where the winds blow quite
fresh about every day in the year and I men-
tion this fact for the benefit of you fungus ex-
perts who believe that fungus or brown patch
is native to dismal swamps and forest glades.

We have had small brown patch on eighteen
greens the last two years and plenty of it and
although the course is as I explained close to
the sea, we have great variety of contour and
a few elevated greens. Our highest greens
seemed to be in every way quite as susceptible
to disease as those lying only four feet above
high water mark.

I might mention that our turf is composed
of red fescue, Rhode Island bent, Seaside bent
and Poa Annua (curse it). Every green is
large, not one being less than ten thousand
square feet with three of them fifteen thou-

sand feet. Quite an area to maintain.
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for every dot there is a
golf club that sows
SCOTT’S SEED

And this is why they sow it. In the
words of a Pennsylvania Greens
Chairman: “We seeded our 9 hole
course with Scott's Seed and many
golf enthusiasts pronounce it the best
year-old turf they have ever seen.
Our 9 greens were sowed with your
German Bent and today there is sur-
prisingly thick green turf. Now you
know what I think of Scott’s Seed.”
For the good of your course get more
1f’ar:ts: about Scott’s Seed before you
uy.

O. M. SCOTT & SONS CO.

Marysville, Ohio

THE PERFECT GOLF COURSE SPRINKLER
CovERs SREATER ARzA
THAN ANY OTHER TYPE

GOLF KING No. 6

SPRINKLERS SNAP VALVES
The Preference for

BUCKNER SPRINKLERS

AND SELF CLOSING VALVES

wherever golf is played is born out of
recognition by leading greens men of
their definitely superior performance
over a period of many years.
BUCKNER MANUFACTURING CO.

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA
(Pioneers in Golf Course Irrigation.
Hoseless System

“We will exhibit at the Greenkeepers Show in Buffalo
in February”

Originators of

Mow Tees Wirn Famrway TRACTOR

OST of our tees measure one hundred

and fifty feet long by forty feet wide
and I find when they are large as this that they
require little expense to keep them in good
order. Our short hole tees are about the only
ones which ever require attention and every
one is mowed with fairway roller type units
and tractor.

Of course this eternal brown patch subject
has to crop up again and at the time Brothers
Morley and MacGregor so kindly visited me
this summer I was quite optimistic over the
outlook. I mentioned the fact that although we
had been able to control it very readily with
calomel-bi-chlorate combination and broadcast
(with a suitable quantity of topdressing), by
the dry method, still there must be something
wrong with our modern methods of fertilizing.

The fact is that the low-lying areas of fair-
way which 1 had reason to believe were in a
high state of acidity seemed to develop brown
patch at the same time as did the putting
greens. Now these fairways had not been fer-
tilized for twelve years and had just got natur-

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper



Toro Equipment

Lecco
Milorganite _
Mowrah Meal
Ammonium Sulphate

GRASS SEEDS

Greens Discs
Spike Rollers

Sod Cutters
ECONOMY SPRINKLERS

Write for our 32 page lllustrated Catalogue on
Supplies and Equipment

GOLF COURSE SUPPLY COMPANY

3049-51 Carnegie Ave. - CLEVELAND, OHIO
A.E. FLACK H.J. STREICH

A green with a rim all around the back and

sides which is very common nowadays can af-
ford to be made quite small compared to one
that is flat. Then again a green which is soft
and heavy or in a low spot can be made quite
small as against one which dries out very easily
and is always fast to putt or pitch on, which
must be made large.

Contrary to the opinion of some golf archi-

tects the length of a golf hole does not very
often determine the size of the green.

A greenkeeper will often wonder how fast

to have the putting surface or what standards
to maintain, especially if he himself is not a
golfer. Very often the chairman of the Green
committee knows less about the matter than he
does. Of course if he has velvet bent turf he
has no choice with such a dwarf grass. Per-
sonally, I don’t care for velvet bent greens to
putt on as they are too fast for consistent putt-
ing and require a bigger putting surface.

We have entertained quite a few leading

ally sour on the low spots, and it seemed rea-
sonable that the greens were in a similar con-
dition, probably through the continued use of
acid reacting fertilizer.

A series of tests made recently showed the
infected areas in an acid condition and I have
already taken steps to bring them back to a
more neutral state. I would advise every green-
keeper to possess a soil testing outfit and ac-
quaint himself as to its use.

Apout THE SizE oF GREENS

URING Convention week in Detroit last
year many interesting subjects were dis-
cussed both in session and private argument
which is all for the common good. One of them
was about the area of the average green. Now
this is an important subject and one that Green
committees are vitally interested in for it
means quite a difference in the budget of a club
whether the greens will be six thousand or ten
thousand square feet area. Of course local con-
ditions determine to a great extent the playing
area for the shape of a green will sometimes
determine the size it should be.

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper

A New
Book for

Greenkeepers

There is a book on the press that records a new
era of efficiency in putting green upkeep. It gives
a record of Putting Green upkeep costs during the
past year at several golf clubs, comparing the cost
of work done with push type mower and with
Jacobsen Power Putting Green Mowers. A chapter
on control of Brown Patch recites some very in-
teresting experiences. The book also describes
the complete line of Jacobsen power putting green
upkeep equipment and contains many illustrations
of greens throughout the country.

Write for a copy—It's FREE

Send your name and address now and receive a
copy of this valuable, interesting book as soon as
it is off the press.

Meet us at Buffalo in February

A complete exhibit of Jacobsen Putting Green
Equipment will be shown at the National Green-
keepers Golf Show at Buffalo February 13th to 16th.

JACOBSEN MANUFACTURING CO.

Golf Dept. Racine, Wisconsin




GI-IA‘:&T!‘ED
PRODUCTS

CAN YOU AFFORD A
COMPOST PILE?
LYMAN

CARRIER'S LECCO The complete grass food eliminates
this expense. One ton will make
forty applications.

LAST WORD IN FINE TURF

LYMAN
CARRIER'S COCOOS creeping bent seed. Thirty pounds
will plant a green of average size
(5000 square feet).

LYMAN
CARRIER'S WASHINGTON stolons. This strain makes
putting ns  that will
stand heavy lraﬂnc and rough treatment,

LYMAN CARRIER

Elevator, Warehouse and General Offices
GRANGER, IND.

ice are not hazards. Long grass is not a haz-
ard.

I suppose most of you greenkeepers don't
see how it is possible to have a good course
without rough. This course (Lido) is famous
for its rough, in fact so famous that most play-
ers don’t want to play it again, although we
have thinned it out considerably the last two
vears. Two golf courses I know of (real good
championship courses, too), have no rough—
St. Andrews, Scotland, where Bobby Jones
won the British Open, and Lakeside, Cali-
fornia.

I believe that a course which requires acres
of bluegrass hay in order to keep the scoring
high is badly in need of a good golf course
architect immediately, so by all means get rid
of your rough grass and keep it short. Mow-
ing machines and tractors don’t cost much
nowadays. All this goes to show, brother
greenkeepers, that we have other duties to per-
form besides chasing brown patch, so let us
work together and get rid of it.

golfers over this course during the past seven
years in championships, near championships
and open tournaments and most of them, both
amateurs and professionals, preferred slow
greens.

Power MowEgrs Prove EcoNoMmicaL

URING the past summer we have very
successfully used 24-inch power putting
green mowers and would urge greenkeepers to
give them a trial even if only to supplement
their hand machine work. They are real money
savers and make a real good job of cutting.

The maintenance of the so-called rough is
another bone of contention with our friends
the average dubs.

The rules of the game of golf mention only
four parts of a course—fairway, putting green,
teeing ground and hazards. A hazard is any
bunker (sand pit), water (except casual
water), ditch (unless excepted by local rule),
bush, sand, path or road. Sand blown onto the
course or sprinkled on the grass for its preser-
vation, bare patches, sheep tracks, snow and

L]
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' The Lark Sprinkler

For
Golf Greens and Fairways

It Sprinkles Evenly Up to 150 Feet

YOU WANT volume and large coverage; you want
even distribution; and you want a sprinkler that is
always ready for business when you are ready for
sprinkling.

The Answer is

“THE LARK—THIS SEASON”

A trial sprinkler postpaid, returnable in 15 days at
our expense if not satisfactory.

L. R. NELSON MFG. CO.

Peoria, lllinois

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper



Sand Greens

Their Construction and Care
By Dox SPARKS
Chickasha Country Club, Chickasha, Oklahoma

IAM writing vou a few paragraphs on con-
struction and care of sand greens as com-
monly used in the southwestern states.

Sand greens should be at least fifty feet
across and level when they are finished.

First, place temporary stake at center of
green, where cup and flag staff
should be permanently placed
when the green is finished. Fasten
one end of cord to this stake.
Measure twenty-five feet of cord
from stake. In this way a perfect
circle can be made. Cut outside
of the circle with a tiling spade.
This will give a definite outline for
the green fifty feet in diameter.

Beginning at the center of the
green, spade out a layer of dirt
about six inches deep; working
from the center to the outside, de-
crease the depth to five inches.
This allows a slight drainage from
the outer edge of the green to the center from
which tiling is laid to lowest point on the out-
side of the green. The earth removed may be
used for leveling or constructing bunkers near
the green to save expense of hauling away.

After the dirt is removed, cut a ditch for a

DON SPARKS
Oklahoma greenkeeper

four inch tile from the center of the green, so
that the tile will be just flush with the top of
the cleaned off surface. After the tiling is laid,
spread a layer of finely crushed rock or chat
over the fifty foot circle space to a depth of
three inches. After the rock is leveled off, place
one inch of sand or gravel over the
entire surface.

After the green is tamped, it is
ready for a coat of an inch of oiled
sand so that the green may be kept
smooth and the oil prevents the
winds from blowing off the fine
sand. The oiled sand should be
prepared before it is spread on the
green.

The sand should be screened.
This may be done by pitching the
sand on a screen while it is being
loaded. Level off the top of the
load. Pour waste or crank case
oil over the top of the load, using
about one-half barrel of oil to a yard of the
sand. This cut oil will readily mix with the
sand. This oiled sand should be from one to
two inches deep over the entire surface of the
green. Place a heavy screen at the mouth of
the tiling to prevent sand from washing out.

A TYPICAL SAND GREEN IN OKLAHOMA
Strangely enough the depth of sand governs the speed of the ball so that great care must be used in
the construction and upkeep of these putting surfaces



Saves Time and Money for Any Club

The Peerless Mower Sharp-
ener grinds all makes of

power, horse and hand
mowers in 20 to 30 min-
utes, with razor-like edge,
giving any desired clear-
ance or bevel. Mowers run %
easier, less power required,
hence more speed. One
owner reports they have
dispensed with one man,
Another writes: "“The
Peerless Sharpener saves
us $700 to $800 annually."

Write for catalog and list of users

Fhe FPato-Root-Heath Go. - BIi"

Never drive a wagon onto the green, but
throw the sand from the wagon from points
around the green. This scattering of the sand
helps to even it up and thoroughly mix the oil.
Use a garden rake to level down the sand and
then use a light roller to pack it.

[f the foregoing directions are followed, a
sand green will be as near perfect as can be
had which will be permanent and as good for
putting purposes as can be made to approach
grass greens. Sand greens after use should be
gone over and smoothed out with a drag that
can be made from a small heavy rug.

The approach to the green should be sodded
with bermuda grass by spading up and putting
in roots of the grass and then smoothed down.
The bermuda grass will stand drouthy sections
and will do well even up into the oiled edges
but will need to be trimmed frequently to keep
it from growing or spreading over on the green.

Ordinarily, greens constructed in this way
will last a season without further sanding with
oiled sand. But after heavy rains, the sand has

a tendency to pack and become hard. Then it

Meet Us at BUFFALO

during the Convention of the National
Association of Greenkeepers of Ameri-
ca, Feb. 13-16, at Booth No. 12. We
will have something interesting to show
you.

Write for FREE “Soil

Improvement” Booklet

HYPER-HUMUS COMPANY
48 Park Place Newton, N. J.

TRADE MARN REG

Hyper-Humus

Makes Greener Greens
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Buy Natural Fertilizers

! Best For Your Turf & Shrubs

C M Well d, s
" Truck load—4 et yArdS s oo e e $15.00 |
H M Well ted.
urs‘;ruc:nﬂaraecu.n;la:ds - 13.50
H M Fresh.
| Drs‘!erucin?;::—:“cu. L R TR 12.00

100 yards or more at a substantial price reduction.
Price includes delivery free anywhere in Cuyahoga County.

DON'T EXPERIMENT
| Write or 'Phone today

R. L. SKOVE

17014 Maple Helghts Bivd. -
BEDFORD, OHIO

Tel. Bedford 454

is necessary to use a harrow that is made by
driving spikes into a two by four about one-
half inch apart. The spikes should be sharp-
Use the spiked side to break up the hard
pan and the smooth side to smooth down again.

ened.

After rains the oil may be washed from the
sand. Then it is necessary to reoil the sand
on the green. Use a sprinkler and work up
the sand with the harrow and then smooth
Loose oiled sand should be kept well
smoothed about one-half to an inch thick on the
green so that a ball will stick when pitched on-
to the green. The purpose of the oil is to hold
the sand together and give an even and con-
sistent surface to putt over.

down.

[t is necessary for players to have small in-
dividual smoothers to smooth out a putting
path after they are on the green. A round stick
about eighteen inches long straight and about
the size of a broom handle with a hinge in the
center that attaches it to a shaft about like
the putter shaft is used.

Sand greens are less expensive than grass

- greens as they do not have to be watered and

mown. They are suitable for the semi-arid re-
gions where it is difficult to grow grasses that
are suitable to putt on. They are good the
vear around which is not always true of grass
greens in the south and west.

MILORGANITE

THE IDEAL TURF FERTILIZER

For further Information address

SEWERAGE COMMISSION
508 Market Street Milwaukee, Wis.

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper



Prince Edward Island Bent

By Lewis M. Evaxs, Greenkeeper
Cedarbrook Country Club, Pluladelphia, Pa.

HE year 1928

surely brought its
cares and worries and
as it draws to a close
one hesitates to even
think of grass, let
alone write about it.
But the particular
strain I am going to
discuss stuck with me
during those trying
days of the brown

LEWIS M. EVANS
He is president of the Phila-

delphia Association of Golf
ourse Superintendents

patch period and I feel
that this is the proper time to give credit to a
hearty strain of the bent family.

About three years ago on the advice of four
of the members of the club we started to use
Prince Edward Island bent seed and we were
immediately impressed with the general char-
acter of the grass, its beautiful dark green col-
or, and I can now add its resisting qualities
against brown patch. I planted a garden of
twenty-five hundred square feet and it was here
that I had my real opportunity to study its
great qualities that prompts the writing of this
article.

Prince Edward Island bent is not a creeper
but each blade stands upright and that pre-
vents that matted, tangled condition so com-
mon to many of the strains. In spite of the
fact that we have cut thousands of plugs from
this garden and put in our greens to replace
clover, and that these plug holes covered over
in the garden I still insist that it is not a creep-
er, but that it makes new growth from the roots
and not from runners above ground, This past
season I saw but three spots of large brown
patch in this garden and that speaks volumes
for any turf in the Philadelphia district this
year.

Mr. Donald Ross the well-known golf course
architect and friend of the greenkeeper has
been making some changes on the course here

and as I have walked around with him on the
course we always stopped at this garden and
he admired and complimented this beautiful
Canadian bent.

I recently vegetated a new green and grass
garden from stolons purchased from a fellow
member of the National association, Mr, Hiram
Godwin of Redford, Mich., and to date they
are doing fine, so 1929 will furnish the oppor-
tunity to compare the true qualities of these
two beautiful, but different strains of bent, I
have not taken the liberty to call the Godwin
strain by any particular name as I feel I would
do it an injustice, but having heard of the care
used in its selection I think it justly deserves
the name “Godwin Selected.” My sincere hope
is that I may have the opportunity to write an
article in 1929 telling of good qualities.

GRASS SEED
BUCKNER SPRINKLERS
TORO EQUIPMENT
LEWIS BALL WASHERS
SPIKED ROLLERS
DUMP CARTS
SPRINKLING CARTS
MILORGANITE
GREENS ACCESSORIES
CADDY BADGES

We will have booth No 11 at the
Greenkeepers’ Show in Buffalo,
Feb. 13 to 16.

J. Oliver Johnson, Inc.

World’s largest golf course equipment house
Morgan Huron Superior Sts.
CHICAGO, ILL.

(@ Reg. JOJ Inc, 1928
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Putting Green Construction

By JouN SHERIDAN, Greenkeeper
The Chagrin Valley Country Club
Chagrin Falls, Ohio

HE construction of a putting green is the

most important work on a golf course. [t
depends greatly on the soil conditions. The
plan of construction I have reference to is for
heavy clay.

The top soil which is available on the green
site should be put in a pile out of the way and
lay for at least three weeks. By doing so the
soil heats and many weed seeds are destroyed.
The green then can be shaped as required with
the material which still exists on the green site,
or out of traps which have been planned close
to the green.

The pitch and size of the green depends
greatly on the length of the hole, for instance,
holes ranging from one hundred and twenty-
five yards to two hundred and twenty-five yards
shouldn’t be too large, but should have the most

To Golf Club
Officials

It is often folly when a golf architect
turns over a new course to a club to em-
ploy an inexperienced greenkeeper.
Why not employ one with all the neces-
sary qualifications? He will know how
to bring the course up-to-date and with
less cost than an inexperienced man.
We have a number of greenkeepers seek-
ing new courses. If you desire these kind
of practical men address:

EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE

The National Association of
Greenkeepers of America

405 Caxton Bldg. Cleveland, O.

pitch, not only to hold the ball but to insure
quick surface drainage in wet weather so the
green will never get too soft to allow the high
pitched balls to punch it full of holes. This
tyvpe of green for short holes shouldn’t have
more than sixty-five hundred square feet of
putting surface and a pitch of one foot in forty.
Other lengths may have a pitch of one foot in
forty-five or fifty and a putting surface up to
ten thousand square feet.

When the green is rough graded it is advisa-
ble to allow it to lay for a while in case it should
settle out of shape. One extra foot to every
four should be allowed in deep fills.

Tiling the Green

HE green is now ready for tiling. A main

line is placed up the center from back to
front with four laterals on either side, herring
bone style, using four inch golf drain tile
placed at a depth of eighteen inches from the
surface of the finished green and covered with
six inches of cinders and back filled.

The top soil shéuld be now put on if possible
no less than six inches. An application of as
much as twenty tons of well rotted manure
ploughed in and well disced up is advisable and
for clay land an application of twenty tons of
sand disced in.

The green should be allowed to lay for a

E wish to thank our

customers for their

past patronage and extend

to them our sincere wishes

for a bright and prosperous
1929.

MacGregor Compost Distributor Co.
P. O. Box 717 -1= WHEATON, ILLINOIS




Since 1875

Tested Padways Seeds

We have on spot new crop
CHEWINGS FESCUE N. Z.
BENT GRASS S§0O. GERMAN
BLUE GRASS — RED TOP — WHITE CLOVER

Ask for Sample Offers

I. L. RADWANER SEED CO., Inc.

115 BROAD STREET NEW YORK
Phone Bowling Green 3373

Seed Importers and Refiners

REFINED
GRASS SEED
AND
COMPLETE EQUIPMENT
FOR
GOLF COURSE
Send for Catalog and Grass Seed Price List

4 Distributors
Worthington Mowing Equip.
Nu-Green Semesan

AMERICAN SEED COMPANY
DETROIT, MICH.

“Quality Grass Seed fer a Quarter Century”

while so as to let the weed seeds germinate.
About ten days before planting time an appli-
cation of one hundred pounds of sulphate of
ammonia is applied and disced in.

Hand Rake Before Seeding

HE green should be hand raked to remove

all small stones and turn the surface. The
soil just before seeding should be kept moist to
insure quick germination. If bent stolons are
planted it should be done on a dull day or late
in the evening. The stolons should be evenly
spread over the ground and covered with a
light application of fine top soil applied with a
topdresser and lightly rolled and watered.

The surface of the green should never be al-
lowed to get dry and in a very few days of fa-
vorable weather the grass will begin to show.
When the ground is well covered topdress it
down, and encourage the runners to take hold.
All it needs is an occasional topdressing and
cutting with a tee mower if the runners should
get too long. An application of one hundred

Know Before You Sow

Seed Selection We will select your Seed.

Certification We will certify the Purity and Ger-
mination,

Checkin g We will check your actual deliveries before
you sow.

Write for particulars

International
Seed Testing Laboratories, Inc.

E. E, Pattison, Director J. M. Stanton, Asst, Director
11 Park Place NEW YORK CITY

Member
Association of Commercial Seed Analysts of North America

pounds of Milorganite every couple of weeks
will help out wonderfully and in four months of
favorable weather the green should be in nice
shape for play.

Chicago Grcenkecpers Meet

The first dinner-meeting of the winter season was
held December Sth at the Great Northern Hotel, Chi-
cago, by the Mid-West Greenkeepers Association.

Reports of all committees were asked for by Presi-
dent John MacGregor. Alex Binnie, vice-president,
made a report in behalf of the advisory committee stat-
ing that in the future more attention should be paid to
actual greenkeeping problems and recommended that
He
stated his opinion that such action would greatly in-
crease the value of the association. Much discussion
followed on the use of arsenate of lead for grub con-
trol and weed elimination. Some interesting opinions
It was suggested that more experi-
mentation might be in line,

these problems should be discussed on the floor,

were expressed.

A nominating committee to select candidates for the
coming election of officers was named as follows: Matt
Bezek, chairman, Beverly Country Club; Peter Stewart,
[.ake Shore Country Club; D. W. Danley, Glen Oak
Golf Club; R. Thode, Glen Acres Country Club; and
William Howard, Exmoor Golf Club.

The next meeting will be held Wednesday, January
2nd, at the Great Northern Hotel at which will take
place the annual election of officers.

HUBBARD NURSERIES
CREEPING BENT STOLONS

Washington and Metropolitan Strains
Pure, free of weeds, and of one season’s growth

DR. AMOS F. HUBBARD, N. Kingsville, Ohio

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper
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Better and More Economical
Compost
By James A, SmitH

RACTICAL experience, during the past
few years has shown that materials enter-
ing into and the manner of handling compost
can be greatly improved upon.
The primary purpose of the compost pile has
been to produce a humus from decaying sod,
manures and other organic matters and to have

THE WELL-KENOWN REDAN HOLE AT LIDO
The shot is 160 yds, and the green slopes away

this humus, through ageing, become a fixed
part of the earth in which the decay has taken
place.

Since the production of good compost is one
of the most expensive operations we have on
the golf course and so frequently the product
proves unsatisfactory, the following methods of
economically handling should be of interest.

It has been demonstrated that a one-half acre
plot of almost any ordinary, well drained soil,
so located that it will not become easily infect-
ed with weed seed, makes a good beginning for
a compost bed. This should be plowed as deep-
ly as possible and reduced to a fine state by
farm tools.

Upon this should be spread forty-five tons
of good humus, or its humus equivalent of well
rotted manure. This should be at once disced
until it appears to be a good mixture of earth
and organic matter. If well rotted manures
are used the quantities should be increased sev-
eral times over the quantity of the humus in-
dicated.

From this on, the more frequently it is stir-
red with the plow, disced and cultivated, the
better mixture of earth and organic matter
there will be and the progress of ageing will be

speeded up. If good humus, comparatively dry,
is used, within six months a perfect, perman-
ently mellow, easily screened top dressing will
have been produced and ready for use. Rotted
manures will require approximately one year
of ageing before a complete decay has been ac-
complished. If top dressings are needed and
the compost bed is wet, opening up with a spike
harrow, on a bright day with a drying wind,
will quickly allow the screening of the top inch
Oor more.

Upon this area it is possible to produce ap-
proximately 500 tons of good top dressing at a
total cost of less than $1 per ton, due to the
mechanical means employed. The area exposed
to the weather speeds up the necessary ageing.

No More Free Prizes
By Epwarp B. DeArIE, Jr., Secretary

The first meeting of the winter season was held
Wednesday, November 14th, at the Great Northern
Hotel, Chicago, by the Mid-West Greenkeepers Asso-
ciation,

The recent greenkeepers’ tournament was the princi-
pal subject of discussion. A letter from Mr. Fred
Sherwood of Northmoor Country Club, Ravinia, intro-
duced the topic. Suggestion was approved that a letter
be sent to him while he is spending the winter in
England thanking him for his services in connection
with this event. After some discussion, the organiza-
tion went on record as opposed to the acceptance of
prize money from merchants and as favoring the use of
funds from the treasury.,

A membership drive was approved and plans were
suggested to bring in additional members. The possi-
bility of having an application blank published in green-
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keeping magazines met with favorable consideration.
It was felt that greens chairmen should be encouraged
to insist on their greenkeepers joining the organization.





