February, 1933

Brown Patch Control

By ARTHUR BOGGS, Pro-Greenkeeper
Kirtland Country Club, Cleveland

IN My last article I told you about some of the mate-
rials used in the control of brown patch and this article
will tell you a little about the fungi and the remedy that
has solved the problem for me.

MOLDS

eAs FAR as fungus goes (what we call brown patch)
reams of articles can be written about its forms, where
it comes from and how it develops but for our purposes
we know that it belongs to the mold family and in that
classification there are many kinds of molds, mildew,
smut, etc. Mold, then, covers the start of our trouble,
which has no cell coloring matter and derives its nourish-
ment from organic compounds.

Our greens are ideal locations for the development of
mold, because we use a soil rich in organic materials and
most greens are planted with bent. Bent grass forms a
dense growth (which is desirable, from the golfer’s
standpoint, because it makes a good putting surface),
but it is also an ideal bed for mold development.

WATER

You can argue until the cows come home whether to
water or allow greens to dry out. Some claim that the
drying-out process keeps down the brown patch trouble,
but I am firmly convinced that it does not pay to allow
your greens to dry out because bent grass, with its dense
and powerful root growth, can and does conserve mois-
ture and to thoroughly dry out a green would destroy
the growth.

To dry out and then wet down a green does not im-
prove the situation. True, molds contain about 90%
water or moisture—dry them out and fungi lie dormant
until moistened again. Acidity, temperature, soil con-
struction and a hundred and one things influence the de-
velopment of fungi.

REMEDY

IN EXPERIMENTING with many kinds of formulas con-
taining all the well-known ingredients used for the con-
trol of molds causing brown patch we have found that
we can go just so far with safety and anything beyond
that safety limit spells ruination to the grass. It has been
our experience that the most effective and fool-proof
treatment for this pest consists in applying a solution of
a highly purified form of an organic compound of mer-
cury developed for us by a young chemist friend of ours
who has spent a number of years in studying this prob-
lem and in developing a special product for this purpose.

A number of such organic compounds of mercury are
to be found on the open market but we have not found
them as effective or as safe to use as the one developed by
our chemist friend. While we realize that the use of
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calomel and bichloride of mercury results in some im-
provement and is the treatment recommended by a num-
ber of experiment stations, the continued use of this
treatment in our hands has shown very bad eventual
effects on the grass growth.

The special fungicide we are using at present is now
available in bulk and as it is used in very small quantities
and in the form of highly-diluted solutions its effect on
soil and grass growth is negligible even after long con-
tinued use.

After three years of intensive practical study and with
the help of a nationally-known chemist I am mighty
pleased to be identified with this outstanding contribu-
tion to the golf courses of the country.

PACKED for Protection—
Preservation— Identification

Two fine Bents in 50-1b. tin canisters, enclosed in strong wooden boxes

Two Outstanding Bents

Triple A Bent A stoloniferous type of Agrostis capillaris

which produces turf of the deep apple-green
color and fine silk-like texture of Velvet Bent. The seed has been
processed so thoroughly for the removal of weeds that it consists of
over 999 pure seed.

. ;. A true strain of Agrostis
Seaside Bent (Coos Co. Strain) ' '[! *'' (formadly
known as Agrostis maritima) which has produced some of the fnest
greens in America. Quick to grow and strongly creeping, it yvields a
closely matted bluish green turf of very uniform texture, similar in
appearance to a fine vegetative turf.

Special Formulas containing Bent

Special Putting Green Bent Formula—consists of imported and
domestic grass seeds of the highest quality, that will produce a fine,
uniform and enduring turf.

Superfine Fairway Formula (with Bens)—contains Bent seed, as
well as Kentucky Blue Grass, Superfine Red Top and Chewing’s N, Z.
Fescue. We adapt it to vour conditions so a uniform and enduring turf
is secured.
Write for our special prices to Golf Clubs om_aboor or any other turf
producing grasies, muck as South German Benrt, Colonial Bent,

Fancy Red Top, Kentucky Blue, Chewing's N. Z. Fescue,
Bermuda Grass, Carpet Grass, efc.

Remember—All our seeds are of the highest quality, obtained direct from the most
reliable sources of supply and are botanically true to name. Al seeds are new and are

cleaned and recleaned unul they are hrought up to the highest possible srare of puriry
and germination, special care being given to the elimination of weed seeds.

Our new supplement to **Golf Turf’" containing complere
list of equipment and supplies, sent upon request.
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Specialists in Golf Grass Seeds, Fertilizers and Equipment
132-138 Church St. (at Warren St.) New York




