Building Golf Courses In Japan
The unique conditions which prevail in the Far East are well described by the
author, who is an American greenkeeper.
Captain C. H. Alison was the architect of the Tokio Country Club.
By GEORGE PENGLASE

a golf course in Japan is much more of
a job than many people are able to realize. The implements used by the Japanese are so different from
those used in this country that it is necessary to entirely change the method of construction.
The
American golf course builder encounters the same
difficul ty in building a golf course as he does in trying to eat with chop sticks. He doesn't know exactly how to go about it.
~

UILDING

many mounds and bunkers. This was an exceedingly big task as the dirt, for short hauls, was carried in baskets which held about eight shovels full
each. The Japanese balance two of these baskets on
a long pole and carry them on their shoulders. For
long hauls, they use small dump carts that run on
small narrow-gauge
tracks. It takes two men to
push one of these carts and they usually hitch eight
of them in a line each car holding about a yard of
material.
After
the land was
c 1 ear ed, I employed
about 600 men all the
time. These men worked
ten hours a day, seven
days of the week, for one

My biggest surprise came when I went to work
for the first time, and began to look around for
the teams and tractors.
Teams and tractors seem
to be as much a part of
building a course in this
country as is grass seed,
yen a day, which is about
and I was at a loss when
fifty cents in our money.
I found that the Japanese
With a crew of 600 men
do all their work by man
working
on the conpower. If you ordered a
struction of a golf course
crew of men in this
in this country,
one
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country
t 0 b u i 1d a
could complete it in a
Tbc Japanese do 1110stof tbeir lVork by band labor and at onc timc Mr.
mound ten or fifteen feet
comparatively
sh 0r t
Penglase bad 600 111m working on tbc constrllction of tbis course. Tbe
high with shovels and
ddails as be describes tlmn are cxtremcly interesting.
time, but the conditions
baskets, they woul9 unin Japan make ita diffidoubtedly think you were crazy and leave the job
cult and long task.
immediately.
The Japanese are accustomed
to
Plows are not used in Japan. All the fairways and
working in this way, how:ever, and think nothing of
digging a sand trap with shovels, and hauling the

greens were cultivated with forks, picks, and shovels. One can easily understand why it takes the time

dirt away in baskets.

it does to build a golf course under such conditions
as these.

The entire

area of the golf course, which

was

covered with trees, had to be cleared by hand. A
man was given a certain section of land to clear for
which he received the timber on it, and so the cost of
doing this was negligible. This man would cut the
trees down and then dig the stumps out and haul
all of it away with his oxen and cart. It took a
crew of 300 men three months to clear the land.
The topography of the new Tokio Golf course
was very flat, thus making it necessary to build
12

FAIR WAYS

SEEDED

WITH

BLUE

GRASS

HE fairways were seeded with blue grass, yarrow, and red top, and the greens were planted with
Cocoos bent. Viscount Soma, of the Imperial
University and chairman of the Green committee
of the Tokio Country Club, experimented with the
common seeds used on golf courses in this country
and found that they were adaptable to the soil and
climate in Japan.
~
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The course is equipped with an automatic watering system. It was necessary to sink a 400-foot well
to obtain sufficient water to serve the course. There
is also a water hole which was built to make the
course more sporty. As the soil is of a sandy nature,
it was necessary to make a cement base for the pond.
Another great handicap that I worked under was
not being familiar with the language. If you have
ever attempted to learn the Japanese tongue, you
realize what a hopeless task it is. Of course, it is
possible to pick up a few words here and there that
are of use, but to attempt to learn the language intelligibly enough to be able to direct a force of men
is practically impossible, unless one spends years

rose bushes along number one fairway, they would
call it the Rose Hole. Al though this will not add to
the sportiveness of the course, it will add considerably to the beauty. I am afraid, however, that some
non-aesthetic golfer will raise havoc if his ball happens to land in a clump of rose bushes. Unless the
patrons of this club are of a very even disposition,
I fear that the yearly dues will have to be raised in
order to replace the flowers dug out by the nonnature-loving golfers who spend most of their time
in the rough.

PACKED for ProtectionPreserva tion - Iden tification

studying it. I was therefore forced to write my instruction in English to my foremen, who were able
to translate them into their own language by the
aid of a dictionary. This was a very inconvenient
and cumbersome means of giving orders, but it was
the best I could do under the circumstances.
The Tokio Country Club is 6,700 yards long,
and is one of the championship courses of Japan. It
was designed by Capt. C. H. Alison, who has laid
out many courses in this country and in Great Britain. Practically all of the other 60 courses of Japan
were designed by the Ahaboshi brothers, both of
whom have been amateur champions of Japan.
They have also played a great deal of golf in Great
Britain and the United States.
The officers of the Tokio Country club are planning on planting flowers along the roughs of each
fairway, and then naming the holes instead of
numbering them. For example, if they planted
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Mower
Sharpener
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Grinds all type of power-driven. Cairo
way. putting green and hand mowers
without removing mower wheels or reel
knives. Carriage has travel of 42 inches.
Very fast and extremely accurate. 6.inch
grinding wheel driven by ~-h. p. motor
and V belL Very quiet running.

Two fine Bmts

in 50-lb. tin canisters, me/oud

in strong wuodm

Two Outstanding

Bents

Triple A Bent
This is a comparatively
new strain of A grostis capillaris that produces turf of the same beautiful color and texture as Velvet Bent. The
seed we offer has been remachined for the elimination of weed seeds
and has a purity of over 99%. It has been an outstanding
plot at our
trial grounds.

Seaside Bent

(Coos Co. Strain)

This is a true strain of A grostis maritima (now known as A grostis
palustris) that has produced some of the finest greens in America. J t is
a creeping, quick-growing
grass producing a closely matted turf of
fine texture and beautiful color. As all Seaside Bents are not alike, the
plants showing considerable variation, it is necessary to obtain seed of
known quality from a reliable source. Our personal representative
in
the collecting areas passes on all seed supplied us.

Other Turf Grasses of Known

Quality

South German Bent
Colonial Bent
Fancy Red Top
Chewin~'s N. Z. Fescue
Kentucky
Blue
Rou~h Stalked Meadow
Special Bent Formulas
for Puttin~
Greens and Fairways
Remember-All
our seeds are of the highest quality, obtained direct from the most
reliable sources of supply and are botanically true to name. All seeds are new and
are cleaned and recleaned until they are brought up to the highest possible state of
purity and germination, special care being given to the elimination of weed suds.
Write Jor our SpeCial Prices to Golf Cluln. on your
requirements
of grass seeds for Fall Work.

A Reconditioner Attachment can be
furnished at an additional price for
"lapping-in" putting green mowers with
emery paste. This Attachment can be
quickly clamped to the Sharpener by
two clamps. Write for Catalog

THE FATE - ROOT - HEATH COMPANY
532-568 Bell Street

boxu

Plymouth, Ohio

Specialists

in Golf Grass Seeds.

Fertilizers

and Equipment

132-138Church St. (at Warren St.) New York

