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Pacific Coast Gossip

By ARTHUR LANGTON

qUHE biggest annual event in western American golf,
the Los Angeles Open, played this year at the Hillcrest
Country Club, was a complete success from the stand-
point of all, excepting perhaps the hundred or so unsuc-
cessful title and money aspirants.

Greenkeeper W. W. Stewart’s rolling course looked
well considering the time of year, and it actually was a
better course than it appeared. This was partially due
to the fact that the Washington bent greens had assumed
their customary black or purplish hue with the arrival
of cooler weather. However, the putting surface was
unimpaired although fast, and the players who were not
sinking their putts had to look to themselves for the
blame.

The fairways had a somewhat mottled appearance due
to the presence of dormant Bermuda grass, but this is
a condition which cannot be remedied in this section
and it in no way affects the lie of the ball.
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The weather was as perfect as Southern California
weather could be as if to make up for the rain which
marred the last two occasions of the tournament. Testi-
fying to the perfection of all the conditions involved,
MacDonald Smith, the three-time winner, stroked the
difficult and long Hillcrest course for a total of 281,
the lowest score ever recorded in this tourney. He was

five strokes ahead of the field.

* * *

Some time ago a Washington State College professor
stated that hawks were efficient gopher eradicators. Now
another member of the feathered kingdom has come to
notice in the same capacity., The Long Beach Country
Club contains within its boundaries a natural water
hazard, which is almost a unique feature in Southern
California golf architecture outside of the rainy season.
Among the varieties of fresh-water life which congre-
gate around this oasis are a number of herons. One day
F. C. Groos, the local greenkeeper, noticed that one of
these lanky birds had wandered out on the course, seem-
ingly not satisfied with the fare presented at the water
hazard.

Poising itself in characteristic statuesque manner be-
side a fresh gopher hole it waited and Groos watched.
Suddenly the javelin beak shot down and evicted a
struggling gopher which the bird proceeded to swallow
whole. Satisfied but not surfeited it proceeded to an-
other hole where it repeated the performance and then
departed.
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The unemployment situation on the Pacific Coast
continues unabated. Golf courses which in normal
times employed nearly twenty men as a grounds crew are
now having to get along with four and five. One green-
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keeper on a large hilly course was told that his wage
bill must not exceed 90 dollars a week.

Alleviating conditions somewhat is the city of San
Diego which has just passed a $300,000 bond issue for
the construction of another eighteen-hole municipal
golf course and the improvement of parks. Unem-

ployed will be used on the project throughout.
* * *

The city of Los Angeles is using 2 number of its un-
employed to put a 32-inch pipe line from its 400-mile
aqueduct to a concentration point behind the Holly-
wood dam. This is mentioned merely because the new
line will run right through the course of the Hollywood
Country club, thus gladdening the heart of green-
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Tewo of our Bents in 50-1b, tin canisters, enclased in strong wooden boxes

Two Outstanding Bents

Triple A Bent

T'his is a comparatively new strain of Agrostis ca;):'l‘l'an'; that pro-
duces turf of the same beautiful color and texture as Velver Bent. Ei'hﬂ
seed we offer has been remachined for the elimination of weed sceds
and has a purity of over 99%. It has been an outstanding plot at our
trial grounds.

11b. $2.00, 10 1bs. $17.50, 100 1bs. $150,00

Seaside Bent (coos Co. Strain)

This is a true strain of Agrostis maritima (now known as Agrostis
palusiris) that has produced some of the finest greens in America. It is
a creeping, quick-growing grass producing a closely matted turf of
hne texture and beautiful color. As all Seaside Bents are not alike, the
clanu showing considerable variation, it is necessary to obtain seed 0

nown quality from a reliable source. Our personal representative in
the collecting areas passes on all seed supplied us.
11b. $2,00, 10 I1bs. $17.50, 100 Ibs. $150.00

Other Turf Grasses of Known Quality

South German Bent Colonial Bent Fa Red Top
Chewing’s N. Z. Fescue Kentucky Blue !tougt:‘gymlkcd Meadow
Special Bent Formulas for Putting Greens and Fairways
Rumemner — All our seeds are of the highest quality, obtained direct from the most
reliable sources of supply and are botanically true to name. All seeds are new and
are cleaned and recleaned until they are brought up to the highest possible state of
purity and germination, special care being given to the elimination of weed seeds.

Write for our Special Prices to Golf Clubs

Sl

Specialists in Golf Grass Seeds, Fertilizsers and Equipment
132-138 Church St. (at Warren St.) New York
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it will bring.

Conditions seem to be assuming a brighter hue now
that winter is over the hump, according to several local
seed and fertilizer dealers who have reported brisk and
encouraging sales.
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The Entertainment committee of the Golf Show and
Convention desires to thank every member of the N.
A. G. A. who visited New York City during the Con-
vention for their kind support and assistance, with-
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0 3 sful finish the greatest Convention and Golf I ”
to a successf ish the 8 est Co PIKE DISCS aerate the turf and produce a mois-

Show in history. ture-retaining muleh. Thus the ground does not
. become hard-baked and “*brown-patch” is discour-
! I_:OF the SuPPort of Ou_r many friends and guests who aged. Essential also when re-seeding, fertilizing
visited us durmg that time we are very gratcful. To and top-dressing. Seed undl)l'crlilim-lr settle in the
1o . b perforations made by Spike Discs and are not blown
one and all of our exhnbltgrs we desire to extend our g
sincere thanks for their kind co-operation and hope Write for Details and Prices To
. . Your Golf Equipment Dealer Or:
that each one will have gained to the same extent as ' sitfiedh
< PR et : : JOHN H. GRAHAM & CO., INC., Sales Agents
we have, thc deep satistaction o renewmg acquamtances 113N Chambers St., New York, N. Y. 268 ‘.\liurkrl '\lrii San Francisco, Cal.
. . . . 565 W. Washington St., Chicago, 1L
and forming new friendships which only comes to those Manufactured by WILDER-STRONG COMPANY, Monroe, Michigan

of us who have the good fortune to be able to attend |

. T H Dean’s NSCUTS (patented). The
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truﬂlp'llulti:'ll-k Made with depth gauge.

ENTERTAINMENT COMM]TTI‘Z!{, PLUGGERS" in various sizes.

John Anderson.
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