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Steaming Loam
By PAUL G. W ANBERG

Weston Country Club, Weston, Mass.

I have heard the process of steaming loam
criticized by different authorities on turf and
green keeping. Others I have talked with feel
much the same as I do about this steaming pro-
cess, but cannot get their club members or chair-
men in terested.

My experience with this steaming of loam
covers only four years or seasons, but I have
in this short period seen a marked difference in
the cleanliness of my greens. Before. we started
steaming loam it was necessary for me to have
men weeding greens; this is an eyesore, and we
have now eliminated such worries!

I have given this process of steaming a strict
test, and have found by experimenting that
99 % of all weed seed are killed. I also believe
that most of the weed seed are planted with the
compost dressing and a very small amount is
blown on the greens from the fairways and
rough.

I cannot say that this sterilization process
has made our greens immune from brown-
patch, as I have my troubles during that season,
but I believe it helps, as the attacks are never
senous.

In the steaming of loam it is necessary to have
a good equipment, and to make it as economi-
cally as possible. We have an upright boiler
(housed in), capable of 200 pounds steam
pressure, but 80 pounds is all that is required
to start the steaming or cooking. The box I
have built to hold the loam has a cement floor
and a waterproof cover; this is essential as the
loam is left in the box two or three da ys to cool
and dry. There are five six-foot lengths of
inch and quarter pipe leading from a header
with holes about every inch through which the
steam is forced. In order to steam four yards
of loam and get results, about two hours' time
is required.

The cost of steaming for the season is very
small considering that it is not necessary to have
men on my greens weeding. There is always
plenty of dead wood in cleaning up a golf
course, sufficien t to fire the boiler each season.

Those interested in this steaming process of
sterilization of compost can inspect our plant at
Weston at any time.

Foremost Gurses
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When play gets under way earlier in the season,
north or south. you are reasonably sure to find
the fairways and greens drained by Armco Per-
forated Iron Pipe. Many of the preferred, best-
conditioned courses, where scores are not jeop-
ardized by casual water and soft. pulpy ground.
depend on this product to give year in, year out
trouble-free water disposal. As rain falls it
is carried off.

Light. Armco Perforated Iron Pipe hauls easily
and economically. Flexible, it may be laid on
uneven ground in the simplest trench. Its great
strength and flexibility are assurance against
damage from trucks and rollers.

The 24-year Nature-test of Armco Corrugated
Iron Pipe means a drainage system good for the
decades. At exceedingly low per-year cost. New
data on golf course drainage tells why Armco
Perforated Iron Pipe is the longest-lasting, more
satisfactory product for your course. Write.

Armco cll/;'crts alld draills arc mlllll/fac-
tl/red from tire A,.,,,co I"got Iroll of
The Am..,.ica" Rolli/lg .\Iill Compall."
a"d alr('a~'.~ /wllr its bra lid.

Armco Culvert Manufacturers Association
Middletown, Ohio
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