Beetles at Cedarbrook
Noted Philadelphia greenkeeper describes early experiences
w i t h the Jap beetle and methods used in combating its
ravages. Arsenate of Lead only cure known.
By LEWIS M . EVANS, Greenkeeper
Cedarbrook Country
Club, Philadelphia,

Pa.

CAN distinctly remember three years ago of times and saw the wonderful progress that
when one of my greensmen found a Jap had been made in the mastering of this new
beetle on one of the greens. It surely was a pest of golf courses.
curiosity and how we crowded around to exI might add that at this time arsenate of
amine the first specimen at Old Cedarbrook. lead had ceased to be an experiment but was
True our neighbors across the Delaware at the only known thing that positively would
Riverton. New Jersey were badly infested and eliminate the grub. As one who has passed
even then Torresdale on the Pennsylvania side through the beetle siege I feel that this is the
was passing through a severe siege.
proper time to give credit to Mr. Leach for
The United States Experimental Station having given us arsenate of lead, for in addiwas then at Riverton, N. J. and was in charge tion to its value in exterminating the grub and
of a man whom we all know and respected, Mr. beetle it also has a wonderful value in worm
B. R. Leach. The Philadelphia Greenkeepers' and chickweed control. In spite of arguments
Association had gone over to Riverton a couple to the contrary I do believe it will control crab
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T H E " L A R Ku
Sprinkles Evenly from center to
outside circumference on Any pressure.

ECCENTRIC NOZZLE
SWIVELS TO RIGHT OR
LEFT TO CONTROL
SPEED Of MAIN STREAM

The llffc Green at PlainMd Country Club, Plainfield, N. J., where
the Htm Jersey State Championship was held this year. Stutnpp &
Walter Co.'s Grass Seeds used for seventeen seasons.
For the Finest Turf, Sow Bent

Grass Seed
of Known Quality
TESTED for PURITY and GERMINATION
South German Bent
Colonial Bent
Rhode Island Bent
(.minis Bent
Special Putting Green Bent Formula
Superfine Fairway Formula {with Bent)
Bent Stolons
Prices on the above, or any other turf producing

grasses, on request.

Specialists in Qolf Qrass Seeds and Equipment
30-32 Barclay St., New York

PAGE FOURTEEN

The "Lark" Sprinkles Evenly
125 ft. on 50 lbs. pressure—90 ft. on 35 lbs. pressure
100 ft. on 40 lbs. pressure—80 ft. on 25 lbs. pressure
60 ft. on 15 lbs. pressure.
Pressure Readings

at the

Sprinkler

The New Rotor Control Valve controls the speed
of the Rotor and the quality of its spray under
varying pressures. It eliminates those smoky
sprays that are often lost in the breeze. It prevents excessive wear of the Rotor bearing.
The Self-Flushing Screen keeps all sediment away
from the Rotor, preventing any clogging. All sediment passes out through the larger Main Stream
Nozzle.
L. R. NELSON MFG. CO., PEORIA, ILL.
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and fall grass if used as directed by him.
But to get back to Cedarbrook. The novelty
of finding that first beetle soon wore away as
many others came along that first year. We
started using lead on our greens and the effect
on worms and chickweed was at once apparent.
If I recall rightly I think we put it on in several
applications that first year, about thirty-five
pounds to a green.
The second year found us using the necessary precautions insofar as our greens were
concerned making several applications of lead
even before the beetles came out of the ground.
When they did finally come out the sight was
one you never forget.
There were signs of great damage done the
turf by the grubs the previous fall and spring.
You just watched the place "melt away" as it
were and the course that you had been mighty
proud of took on a barren look. The government test showed thirty-seven to the square
foot that fall and we were horrified. But the
worst was yet to come.
T h a t fall we brought Mr. Leach in to advise us in our troubles and he said, "get busy
with the lead." We put five thousand pounds
of lead on with thirteen tons of Milorganite
and in addition to this we brought in a landscape concern that sprayed all the foliage on the
trees just previous to leading the fairways.
This year found us better prepared to combat the pests for we doubled the number of
traps, bought a large sprayer and put another
eight thousand pounds of lead and fifteen tons
of Milorganite on the fairways. The beetles
arrived a couple of weeks ago in great numbers
but so far we have kept the damage (except in
our rough) down to a minimum. The damage to our rough can best be explained by
saying that we have not leaded it and the recent test showed eighty-four grubs to the foot.
In conclusion I would advise that as soon as
you see that first one get busy and don't fool
yourself that fate may be much kinder to you
and you won't need Mr. Leach's advice or any
arsenate of lead. Profit by the mistakes we
have made in the present "beetle zone" and
get after them when the army is small and it
doesn't take so much powder to knock them
off. Let the watch word be, "Fight with the
weapon, Arsenate of Lead" and in time you
can master them.
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