The Greenkeeper's Job

By Joun R. INGLIS
Fairview Country Club, Elmsford, N. ¥,

ERHAPS it is not to be expected that all
Pwho play golf should find the maintaining

of the golf course a matter of absorbing
interest. It is surprising, however, how very
very few there are, out of the several hundred
members of a golf club, who bestow even the
most cursory attention on the really vital mat-
ter of keeping the course in the condition which
affords them their golfing pleasure.

The Green committee, to be sure, is aware of
the hundred and one items that
must come under the heading of
maintenance, but even Green
committees seem prone to allow
the bulk of the committee work
to fall on the shoulders of the

chairman. And to whom does
the Green chairman look for the
successful condition of the
course? To one man—the

greenkeeper, on whom rests the
entire burden of keeping the
course in such shape as will
afford every player the greatest
possible enjoyment from every
round played—which, it may
justly be claimed, is no mean
task.

What, other than keeping the
grass at proper playing height
on greens, tees, fairways, and
rough, constitutes a green-
keeper’s work? Well, while
grass cutting occupies consider-
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At that, grass cutting is not merely a matter
of sending a machine out to do the work—
season and weather conditions call for adjust-
ment of these machines at various heights, and
in this the greenkeeper must know just what
is right for all conditions. Subjected to this
constant hard usage steadily throughout the
season, all golf course machinery and equip-
ment has to be thoroughly overhauled during
the winter months—worn bearings, reels, etc.,
replaced, knives ground, and so
on, and the whole repainted in
readiness for next season—and
during overhauling the green-
keeper must make a careful in-
spection of each machine,

Cutting is not the only care
needed on greens during sum-
mer. Periodic top-dressing has
to be done—this is merely the
artificial feeding and “pepping
up” of the greens weakened by
constant cutting, exacting
weather conditions, and heavy
playing traffic throughout the
busy summer season.

During the summer months,
too, the greenkeeper has to turn
out as something of a chemist.
Our summer climate often
proves a very severe strain and
test for golf course turf and
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able time during Spring and
Summer, it is, really, the least of
the greenkeeper’s worries.
Power mowers have, of course,
simplified the grass cutting
business everywhere on fair-
ways and rough, and in many

Country Club for over 20 years.
Under his direction Fairview has
been unique as a training school
for successful golfers, among
whom are numbered Johnnie Far-
rel, National Open Champion, Joe
Turnesa, Elmsford, N. Y., Joe
Mathews, Merton Matthews and
John Madden, all of Kansas City,
Walter Madden, St. Joseph, Mo.,
Louis Costello, Broadmoor, N. Y.,
and Fred Decker, Knollwood, N. Y.

wholly absent all of one season.
Preventives and remedies, any
number of them, are on the
market, but all of them call for
quite a bit of skill and knowl-
edge as to their application.
Their composition and action
must be known to the green-

instances they are now used on
greens and tees, but then these important items
of equipment demand on the part of the green-
keeper a knowledge of tractor and mower
mechanism. Tractors, for example, during the
season of quick grass growth, are run from ten
to thirteen hours a day, all in second speed, and
this strain on machinery calls for constant ex-
pert care.
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keeper, and he is called upon in
each individual case to exercise his own judge-
ment as to their application—when to apply,
in what manner, and at what strength, etc., etc.

Throughout all his work the greenkeeper is
shouldering the responsibility of handling
labor, more or less skilled. Time was when
golf course labor was virtually casual, but the
tendency of recent years has been to standard-



Your Grass Seed

Much of the Grass Seed that is sold today is sup-
plied to the final, retail trade by large wholesalers.
There are comparatively few houses that make
their own importations, and of these few firms,
Peter Henderson & Co. are an outstanding
example.

We have always believed that there is a demand
for the highest grade of Grass Seed—Grass Seed
that could be depended upon, and the results have
fully justified this belief.

Use Henderson Seeds for at least a portion of
your course this year. Let us quote you on your
requirements, and you will be surprised to find
that the prices for seeds of Henderson quality
are about the same as you have been paying, but
with a vast difference as to results. An inquiry
does not obligate you in any way.

PETER HENDERSON
SEEDSMEN
Everything for the Golf course

& CO.

35-37 Cortlandt St. New York City

R O ¥

RN R

Royer Compost Mixers

““A Model For Every Need’’
What a Royer User Says:

Westwood Country Club
Rocky River Station
Cleveland, Ohio
Mr. L. F. Mitten:
Some little time ago I started to use the Royer,
and can recommend it most enthusiastically.
The Royer is a great time saver, as it handles
all manner of soil and material in a surprisingly
short time.
It is very easy to move from place to place,
and I find that two men can very easily do it.
Very truly yours,
(Signed) Fred A. Burkhardt, Greenkeeper.

Save money for your Club
Make Better Compost

L. F. MITTEN

8§20 Miners Bank Building
WILKES-BARRE, PA.
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Saves Time and Money for Any Club

The Peerless Mower Sharp-
ener grinds all makes of

Y

power, horse and hand
mowers in 20 to 30 min-
utes, with razor-like edge,
giving any desired clear-
ance or bevel. Mowers run
easier, less power required,
hence more speed. One
owner reports they have
dispensed with one man.
Another writes: “The
Peerless Sharpener saves
us $700 to $800 annually.”

Write for catalog and list of users

The Fate-Root-Heath Co. 525 Bell St

Plv=aovth. 0.

ize golf course employment as a specific oc-
cupation. Skilled greensmen, however, are not
yet plentiful enough to relieve the greenkeeper
of much care and concern in the training and
retaining of good workmen. Here in the east,
for instance, the greenkeeper employs a more
or less cosmopolitan gang, and frequently their
training and handling is something that taxes
patience, forbearance, and executive ability.

Summing it all up, the man who has to main-
tain, in excellent playing condition, the golf
course of today, has a worthwhile, though
exacting job, on his hands. His varied activi-
ties, of course, prevent his coming in contact
with the majority of club members—that being
a privilege which the professional, on the other
hand, does enjoy through the very nature of
his work.

In estimating the importance of the green-
keeper in the field of present day golf, it may
be argued that club members spend about three
and one half hours right in the greenkeeper’s
department each time they play a round of
golf, so that, working it out comparatively,
golfers are really greatly indebted to the green-
keeper for the enjoyment they derive from
their golf game, and the return they get from
country club membership. The steward may
provide an excellent lunch, the professional
may evolve a perfect style, but the golf course
is what gives the player the greatest pleasure
in any golfer’s day.

MILORGANITE

THE IDEAL TURF FERTILIZER

For further Information address

SEWERAGE COMMISSION
508 Market Street Milwaukee, Wis.

Say you saw the ad in The National Greenkeeper



