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MAAGCS Honorary Member

L. W. “Brownie” Brown
By Ken Ingram

The MAAGCS lost a great friend and one of our Honorary
Members on March 4th with the passing of. L W. Brown, or
“Brownie” to everyone who knew him. He was 87 years old. |
find myself writing about another one of our members from
Tom Brokaw’s Greatest Generation and it's very awkward. I'm
not half the man that these guys were, they went to war as
teenagers, came home to work and build the worlds greatest
economy, raised families and never seemed to ask anything in
return. (Brownie would damned sure tell you about it all
though.) Brownie was a native of Missouri. He met George
Cornell in the Army Air Corp in WWII. He moved to Maryland
after the war in 1947 to work with George Cornell and John
Connolly with the G.L. Cornell Company. Superintendent’s
from that era told me Brownie would give you the shirt off his
back to help you out. The staff at GL. Cornell was so well
thought of by the MAAGCS that at one time four men, George
Cornell, John Connolly, L.W. Brown, and Ken Baker were all
Honorary Members.

Back in the late 1940’s and through the 1950's the
MAAGCS December meeting was hosted by the G.L. Cornell
Company and Superintendents were treated like kings. This is
a portion of our minutes from December 1949:

“Approximately 100 members and guests of this association
were the guests of the G.L. Cornell Co. in Bethesda and were
served a delicious steak and oyster dinner. A regular meeting
was scheduled for this time but President McRae decided not
to call a meeting to order because there was no important
business to be transacted. Also, the refreshments served
before dinner put those present in the proper frame of mind for
conversation- a meeting was almost impossible! Mr. Cornell,
as usual did a fine job as host and Brownie made sure that
each man present was served a juicy steak cooked on the
charcoal grille exactly as ordered. L.R. Shields, Secretary.”

These December get-togethers grew too large for the con-
fines of the G.L. Cornell Company and evolved into parties at
the GCSAA National Conferences but the hospitality never
changed and Brownie was always there. He retired in 1984,

Brownie was married for 65 years. He had three daughters
and a son Bill who we all know at the G.L. Cornell Co. today. If
you weren't lucky enough to have met Brownie, Bill has the act
down pretty well. He stops whatever he’s doing, great hand-
shake, quick with a joke, the smile never leaves his face, and
he finds the information or part you need no matter what it
takes.
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The Turf Solutions People

A NEW COMPANY . . . with years of experience

Syna'Tek, LP is the result of a partnership between the Plant Nutrients Division of Moyer & Son, Inc. and
Willard Agri Service. We are a manufacturer and distributor of golf, turf and ornamental products including:

Physio€al

FERTIGATION &
WATER QUALITY

Ecotronics offers the most
advanced systems for the
multiple injection of
fertigation and water
quality inputs

261 Schoolhouse Road e Suite 4
Souderton, PA 18964

Highly Available Granular Calcium

CALCIUM SOIL
AMENDMENTS
PhysioCal contains natural
_ calcified seaweed and

is a superior replacement
for traditional liming
products

www.synateksolutions.com

Fertigation Liquids
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FERTIGATION
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Fertimate, Fertimate LS,
~ and FertAminos,
bio-fertilizers containing
L-amino acids

888-408-5433 = 267-203-1606
fax: 267-203-1613
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