Around the Mid-Atlantic

OLD TURK RETIRES

In the early sixty’s a group of young Turf
Management graduates converged on the
Mid-Atlantic area. They were the new kid’s
on the block, as labeled by some of the Turf
Magazines, “The Young Turks”. Someone
had told them, “If you grow it there you
could grow it ANYWHERE.” Most of the
Turks have either retired or moved on to,
anywhere. Dave Fairbank, one of the early
sixty’s gang has retired. Dave graduated from
Penn State University’s Turf Management
program in 1959, and became a Golf Course
Assistant Trainee in New Jersey. He came
to the Mid-Atlantic area as an assistant su-
perintendent at Argyle Country Club in 1963,
then became the Golf Course Superintendent
in 1964. Dave’s next challenge was Lakewood
Country Club where he accepted the
superintendent’s position in 1965. A lot of
experience was acquired at Lakewood, in-
cluding how to survive when your entire
maintenance facility and equipment area
goes up in flames. In 1973, Dave moved on
to Army Navy Country Club in Arlington
Va. as Golf Course Superintendent and As-
sistant General Manager. During his tenure
at Army Navy, he was very active in profes-
sional turf organizations and served as presi-
dent in four: The Mid-Atlantic AGCS, Greater
Washington GCSA, Penn State Turfgrass
Alumni Association and the Virginia
Turfgrass Council. During this time period
he also was part time instructor in the Turf
Management Course at the Loudon Cam-
pus of Northern Virginia Community College.
After sixteen years at a twenty-seven hole
facility and what seemed like millions of golf-
ers, Dave left the superintendent profession
to join the G.L. Cornell company in 1989 as a
Turf Equipment Sales Representative. This
position gave Dave some time to enjoy Vis-
iting old friends, while continuing to meet
new superintendents. For the last three years
he was involved with two other company
employees in developing, constructing and
publishing the company web site which he
now manages and will continue to do so in
retirement. There will be quite a few Goose
Dogs that will miss Dave’s treats. Dave and
Janet have purchased a house in Woodstock
Va. and look forward to the benefits that can
be found in the Shenandoah Valley and Blue
Ridge Mountains area. Wishing you and

yours the very best in the future, and may all
your putts be short ones.

Sam Kessel

Master Greenskeeper
Walter Montross, CGCS recently ob-
tained the designation, MG (Master
Greenskeeper) from the British and Inter-
national Golf Greenskeepers Association.

€2000 Syngenta

The MG designation is similar to the GCSAA
Certification Program designation, CGCS. He
has been a Certified Golf Course Superin-
tendent since 1984.

The first step for entrance into the Mas-
ter Greenskeeper program is submitting an
application. Once entered, there is a point
earning process before moving to step two.
Walter had earned over half of those points
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Marviand Student Chapter members, Evans, Kaufman, Newhart and Smith at Turf Bowl Competition

Another Top Ten Finish!

The University of Maryland Student
Chapter team finished 7th for the second year
in a row at the Student Turf Bowl Competi-
tion held on Friday afternoon at GCSAA’s
National Convention in Dallas. The level of
competition increased over the previous year,
with 61 teams versus 47 teams representing
turf programs from around the country. It
was a great opportunity to see how we mea-
sured up to those other students in such
areas as turfgrass, weed, insect and disease
identification, fertilizer and pesticide calcu-
lations, cultural practices, and Latin genus
and specific epithets. Dr. Mathias did a great
job preparing us for the competition, and we
have plans for next year to help in areas such
as southern turfgrass and weed identifica-
tion. We improved our score from last year
by over 30 points, and hopefully have es-
tablished a tradition that can build interest
in the years to come! The team was made up
of IAA students Steve Evans and Adam
Newhart, and 4-year Natural Resource and
Landscape Architecture students Cory
Kaufman and Kevin Smith.

During our whirlwind three and a half-day
tour, we had the opportunity to experience
many activities that the GCSAA provided
for the students. On Thursday, we went di-
rectly to the trade show, we attended a lead-
ership seminar and heard a presentation by
current president Tommy Witt, CGCS, and
we attended the MAAGCS reception. Fri-
day morning found us at the Innovative Su-
perintendents Breakfast and presentation,
followed by a Student Luncheon with a pre-
sentation on professionalism by Mark
Esoda, CGCS. The Turf Bowl was held for
3+ hours that afternoon, and we unwound

at the Maryland Alumni reception followed
by mechanical bull riding by some of our
team and Dr. Mathias! Saturday started with
the Research Breakfast, a seminar titled
“Powering Up” presented by Don Sexton,
CCM, CHE, and the highlight of the day, a
visit to the Texas A & M research farm and
the Ranger’s Ballpark. While at the research
farm, we got to see cutting edge work by Dr.
Milt Engleke and his staff, which included
zoysiagrass breeding. Also, a very promis-
ing study on a Texas bluegrass and Ken-
tucky bluegrass hybrid that has tremendous
drought tolerance, disease resistance, and
shade tolerance.

We wish to thank the members of
MAAGCS for their monetary support to get
our team to Dallas and the tremendous en-
couragement we received from members.
Even though we did not realize our goal of
bringing home the Championship, our
strong showing reflects favorably on the
caliber of the turf and golf course manage-
ment programs at the University of Mary-
land. The learning opportunity we received
will be invaluable as we continue on our
career paths. Thanks for all your support.
Steve Evans

VA Tech Finishes Fifth in Dallas

The Turfgrass Club of Virginia Tech tied
for 5" with Michigan State with 217 points
in the GCSAA Collegiate Turf Bowl Com-
petition in Dallas, TX. This is the highest
finish ever by Virginia Tech. The team was
comprised of Turf Club President Peter
Rappoccio, Alumni Chairman Dean Ratliff,
Conference Chairman Kevin Fortune, and
Past-President Andrew Green.
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for his 25 years as a Golf Course Superinten-
dent. After earning the remaining points,
you are then visited by another Master
Greenskeeper to evaluate your course. Terry
Buchen, CGCS, MG, toured the golf course
and reviewed Walter’s maintenance pro-
grams. Upon successful completion of this
second step, you moved on to step three,
which is a written examination.

This written portion was administered at
the University of Maryland, monitored by
Dr. Kevin Mathias. It is a two part, closed
book exam. Three hours are allocated for
each part of the exam. The first part is a se-
ries of five questions that are technical in
nature and cover considerable subject mat-
ter. The second part is a case scenario,
whereby you respond to a series of ques-
tions posed concerning how you would deal
with a proposed case question. You write
your position, then justify your reasoning.
When the written examination is completed,
it is then mailed back to BIGGA where it is
scored by three professors. The examination
is given twice a year in March and October.

It took approximately two months for
BIGGA to notify Walter that he had suc-
cessfully completely the program. After
being notified, you are then invited to their
conference for the official presentation. Now
that Walter has received the MG designa-
tion, he will be required to assist with ongo-
ing educational issues, possibly speaking at
the BIGGA conference and writing articles,
to maintain the MG status.

There are only twenty eight Master
Greenskeepers in the world, 10 who hold
both CGCS and MG status. Of these twenty
eight, sixteen of them are Master
Greenskeepers in the United Kingdom and
two in Germany. This program has been in
place since 1987. At the present time, there
are approximately 125 people registered in
the program.

Other accomplishments of Walter’s are
his very active memberships with MAAGCS
and GCSAA. He served as President of
MAAGCS in 1989, 1999 and as President
of the Greater Washington GCSA in 1980
and 1981. With GCSAA he has served on
the following committees: Career Develop-
ment, Communications, Education and Par
for the Course Resource Group.

Congratulations Walter!!



