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Mid-Atlantic to Host Annual Fundraising Event August 28th
“Stewards of the Chesapeake Golf Tournament”

On August 28th, The Mid-Atlantic As-
sociation of Golf Course Superintendents
will host its first-ever “Stewards of the
Chesapeake Golf Tournament,” an annual
fundraising golf event to benefit both Gov-
ernment Relations and Research throughout
the Mid-Atlantic region. John Newcomb,
CGCS, and the Birney family at South River
Golf Links, in Edgewater, Maryland, will
host the outing style golf event. Proceeds
from the event will be used to establish a
separate interest-bearing fund to support
regional research and government relations
that will benefit all Mid-Atlantic Golf
Course Superintendents and their respective
facilities.

A tournament committee was appointed
and is comprised of current MAAGCS Vice-
President and Tournament Chairman, Chris
Ayers, CGCS, host Superintendent John
Newcomb, CGCS, Golf Director, David
Burkhart and Media / Public Relations Di-
rector David Nehila. Executive Secretary
Charlotte Norris and the student chapter at
the University of Maryland will assist in the
organization and set-up of this important
event. All other members interested in vol-
unteering their time and efforts to help in-
sure success are asked to contact the
MAAGCS office.

The format for the day will be a
“*Shamble” where each player hits a tee shot
and the best drive is used by the entire team
(two drives required from each player
through 18 holes). The remainder of the
hole is played out by each player playing
his or her own ball from the spot of the se-
lected drive and the two best balls Net will
be counted as the score for that hole. Net
scores will be based on 80% of an
individual’s handicap. Teams of five will
be comprised of at least two and not more
than four representatives of an individual
golf facility and one Class F member or spe-
cial guest of the Association. The reason-
ing behind fivesomes is both the inclusion
of our class F members and the reliance pri-
marily on golf facilities to support research
and government relations that benefit them.
The field will be filled on a first come, first
served basis. Watch your mail for further
information regarding this important under-
taking and clear August 28th on your cal-
endars for a very worthy cause.

The MAAGCS Board of Directors rec-
ognized the increase in outside pressures and
public awareness, the negative public per-
ception of golf course management prac-
tices, as well as the constant changing na-
ture of our business and saw fit to create

both Government Relations and Media /Pub-
lic Relations director slots on the Board of
Directors. These new Board positions,
coupled with an annual fundraising tourna-
ment will greatly enhance the Association’s

ability to respond to future situations simi-
lar to last summer’s mandatory drought re-
strictions in Maryland. The Board will also
have the means and support to initiate rela-
tionships with local and state decision mak-
ers and media outlets throughout the region.
A proactive educational program and Me-
dia Day like event(s) may help us overcome
some of the negative public perception sur-
rounding golf and highlight the benefits golf
courses do provide for the environment.
Beneficial programs such, as these will be
funded by proceeds from the Stewards of
the Chesapeake Tournament.

The very name of the tournament, Stew-
ards of the Chesapeake, is meant to high-
light the beneficial aspects of golf mainte-
nance and is purposely meant to be inclu-
sive of all courses that makes up the Mid-
Atlantic and surround one of the region’s
best known natural resources - the Chesa-
peake Bay. Regardless of their location,
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Editor’s Letter

Ken Ingram, CGCS

Holy Cow! People actually read this stuff. I thought you all just
looked at the pictures and read the golf results. I knew I was in
trouble as editor early on but I figured Charlotte would bail me out.

Now I'm busy out-
you and I'm wor-
newsletter again. [
load can Charlotte
than Ed Gasper to
writing this thing. I
committee mem-
blame, please wel-

side like the rest of
ried about the
mean how big a
carry? I'm luckier
have Charlotte
wisely added two
bers to spread the
come David Finney

tional and Alex
Valley to the news-

from Virginia Na-
Necker from Hunt
letter committee.

As always we welcome articles submitted by the members. Any
subject will suffice. If you can help out a fellow superintendent by
writing an article by all means do so. I'm still determined to put
news in the newsletter so pass along anything newsworthy. We
may not win any national awards with this publication but if we
keep the chapter educated and informed I'll be happy.

Fundraising Tournament

continued from page 1

Superintendents and facility decision-makers need to recognize the
importance of supporting a proactive approach towards decreasing
the negative public perception of golf. Golf and golf courses in
general stand to benefit from the success of an annual fundraising
tournament. It is essential for everyone and all golf facilities to
respond positively and support a proactive approach. It was a hard
lesson to learn and required a terrible drought to highlight the need
to be proactive, not reactive.

Both Government Relations and Research benefit us, the Golf
Course Superintendent, and the facility that employs us. It is
only fitting the onus of support for this new endeavor is placed
squarely upon the shoulders of all golf facilities and businesses
that share similar climatic conditions, elected officials, as well as
rules and regulations. The need for this tournament to succeed
and prosper in future years is greater than regional or state-line
differences. The intent is to gather like-minded individuals who
are passionate about their business and chosen careers to show
support for the great game of golf in the Mid-Atlantic region.
Strength is in numbers, please answer the call and support the
Stewards of the Chesapeake Tournament, on August 28th at
South River Golf Links. For further information contact Char-
lotte Norris, MAAGCS Executive Secretary @ (888) MID-
TURF.

(Ace Tree Movers]

® Custom Tree Moving

® Large Selection of Flowering
Ornamentals or Shade Trees

®* Wholesale or Installed

Green Meadows
Tarf Supply Co., Inc.

= c bR S s = lesic

Serving the Golf Course Superintendent Since 1968

Lebanon

TURF PRQOUCTS

GRASS SEED PESTICIDES  SoIL CONDITIONERS

(703) 644-6446  Toll Free 1-888-805-5929
e-mail: bob.butterworth@greenmeadowsturf.com

The Only Full-Line Distributor of Leabnon
Proudcts in the Mid-Atlantic

Bob Butterworth

Harry Fridley (301) 983-3411  Toll Free 1-888-805-5925
e-mail: harry.fridley@greenmeadowsturf.com
Herb Lea (703) 768-5505 Toll Free 1-888-805-5933

e-mail: herb.lea@greenmeaodowsturf.com

Proud to be affiliated with ’rimrn’l‘u{%
—_—_—



mailto:bob.butterworth@greenmeadowsturf.com
mailto:harry.fridlev@greenmeadowsturf.com
mailto:herb.lea@greenmeaodowsturf.com

