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President s M e s s a g e 
Mike Gilmore 

As the year comes to a close, it is always 
interesting to reflect on the year that was and 
the year ahead. 1998 saw the MAAGCS con-
tinue to push towards the next century by going 
on-line (www.maagcs.com) and saw the meet-
ing schedule show a little diversity over years 
past. We continue to grow and continue to 
strive and meet, as well as anticipate, the needs 
of the membership. 

As I complete my 6th year of service on the 
MAAGCS Board of Directors and as I look 
back, the Association has come a long way. 
Having worked on the board under Presidents 
Ingram, Potter, Rudinski, Wagner, Shirk and 
Graves I have seen the Association improve in 
many ways. While missteps occur in any group 
or business, the MAAGCS has always risen to 
the challenge and gotten better year in and year 
out. It has been my pleasure to be associated 
with these outstanding people. These gentle-
men and the rest who have been part of the 
MAAGCS Board of Directors have been instru-
mental in making the MAAGCS what it is 
today. For all of their hard work, I would like 
to thank them all. More importantly, I would 
like to thank everyone who supports the asso-
ciation through volunteering, funding and at-
tending the meetings and events that we put on. 
Without that support, we could not make it 
happen. 

I have enjoyed my time serving on the 
Board of Directors and would encourage any-
one interested to get involved. I have developed 
many fine relationships in my time in the 
MAAGCS and know that many of them will 
extend well into the future, whether in the 
business or out. I feel strongly that we need to 
begin to have the "next" generation of Turf-
grass Professionals begin to get involved and to 
begin assuming the leadership roles in the 
Association. We all benefit from the MAAGCS 
and the only way to continue the benefit is to 

r 

keep giving the group an 
infusion of new blood. I 
wi l l be chair ing n e x t l 
years' nominating com- ta 
mittee and you can be sure * 
that I will begin to beat the bushes well in 
advance of the election of the year 2000 Board of 
Directors. 

I would like to thank the 1998 Board for their 
efforts in pushing the MAAGCS into the future. 
The work is over and above the norm and I 
appreciate their time and efforts. While the work 
is challenging, it has been made easier by the 
assistance that we receive from Charlotte Norris, 
our Executive secretary. Charlotte has been a big 
addition to the Association and I can't thank her 
enough for her diligence and dedication to the 
MAAGCS. Having a husband that is a Golf 
Course Superintendent has given her a keen 
insight and an ability to handle things in a way 
that allows the Board to function a bit more 
smoothly and efficiently. 

We have a number of events coming up in the 
months ahead and I hope to see many of you at 
these educational oppurtunities. The Maryland 
Turfgrass Conference, the GCSAA Show in Or-
lando, and the MAAGCS seminar in March will 
be among the events that we will all be involved 
with. If we are not still irrigating in January, I 
hope to see many of you then. 
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May you have a joyous holiday 

season and a happy new year! 

Charlotte 

Mid-Atlantic Association of Golf Course Superintendents 
P. O. Box 2212, Fairfax, VA 22031 

(888) 643-8873 or Fax (703) 383-6245 

maagcs@maagcs.com 

Turfgrass Matters Committee 
Tim R. Norris, CGCS - Editor 

Carmen Gianinni * Keith Williams 

http://www.maagcs.com
mailto:maagcs@maagcs.com
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Bullets from the Boardroom 
MAAGCS Secretary - Nick Vance, CGCS 

When I sat down to try to put this message on paper, I 
realized this would be the last time I would write the bullets. 
That meant the end of another year. Somehow everything that is 
going on around us doesn't seem to fit. 

It is the first of December and we are still watering turf. We 
are still mowing, raking bunkers, supplying drinking water to 
our players and all the other things that we do in August. What 
happened to those slow winter months we used to have when we 
could catch up on paper work, projects and even get some time 
for ourselves? 

Even though we have many activities going on in the 
Association, I do not have a lot to report in this issue. I will just 
give all of you a couple of "heads up" issues to be looking for. 

We will once again have a hospitality room at 
Turfgrass 499 in Timonium on January 4th, the first 
night of the event. 

We will also be hosting a hospitality room during the 
GCSAA Conference and Show in Orlando in Febru-
ary. More details will be available soon. 

The Special Olympics golf program got off to a 
pretty good start this year. There were several 
tournaments held around the area and a very nice 
championship held in October at Army Navy Coun-

try Club in Arlington, Virginia. Next year the Association would 
like to get more courses and volunteers for the events. You can 
not appreciate how much you receive from giving to something 
like this until you get involved. Let's ALL try to help. 

Security Ford New Holland 
Commercial Grounds Maintenance Equipment 

Call for a free demonstration 
Sales - Service - Parts - Rentals 

Annual Equipment Leasing 

3828 Washington Blvd. Baltimore, MD 21227 
1-800-759-7364 410-247-9600 fax 410-247-4819 

www. security fnh. com 

Dr. Seibel Bids Farewell to 
Institute of Applied Agriculture 

Dr. Ronald J. Seibel , who has been at the helm of the 
Institute of Applied Agriculture (I.A.A.) since 1972, announced 
his retirement from the University of Maryland effective 
January 1, 1999. Dr. Seibel was involved with agricultural 
education in Maryland and nationally for the past 40 years. He 
first came to the University of Maryland by way of Illinois in 
1967 as an Instructor teaching for several departments while 
completing his doctoral requirements within the Department of 
Agricultural and Extension Education. 

In 1972 he became Acting Director of the I.A.A. and was 
appointed as Director in 1977. Throughout his tenure, Dr. Seibel 
enhanced the educational experiences of thousands of students 
interested in pursuing a career in both the Green Industry and in 
general agriculture. He worked diligently to improve curricu-
lum, by securing adequate funding through additional state and 
industry initiatives, by developing outreach programs to indus-
try utilizing online technology, and by providing faculty an 
opportunity to excel within their respective discipline areas. 

Dr. Seibel has also been involved in numerous agriculture 
organizations including Alpha Zeta Fraternity, Future Farmers 
of America, Gamma Sigma Delta Honor Society, and the 
Maryland Agriculture Education Foundation. Throughout his 
career he has always championed agriculture education and has 
challenged his students to become involved in leadership 
positions. Dr. Seibel will be missed by all and we wish him an 
enjoyable , relaxing, and well deserved retirement. 

President* Message 
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In closing, I would like to thank the person who is most 
important in my life. My wife Jody stepped in to help the 
MAAGCS in a time that we needed someone to offset an earlier 
setback with an executive secretary and helped things stay 
under control until we were lucky enough to get Charlotte. 
Much more important than that though, she has been my 
absolute best friend. Without her support, I could not have 
given as much time to my work, or the MAAGCS. Raising 5 
children and trying to help keep a Golf Course Superintendent 
in the Mid Atlantic from an occasional meltdown are jobs that 
are often difficult and thankless. She has always been there for 
me and I hope I can come close to returning the support. Thank 
you and I love you with all of my heart. 

Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season and good 
luck in 1999. 


