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Taking the Nuisance oul;

Nuisance Wildlife Contrdi

ow that the grass has
stopped growing, the
leaves have fallen, and
the fruit bearing trees
and shrubs are for the
most part bare, the
very species of wildlife that we work
so hard to protect turn on us. They
develop seasonal behavior that can
truly ruin a golf course superinten-
dent’s whole day. By providing
greenspace, preserving woodland
and tall grass habitat, and maintain-
ing healthy groundcover, shrubs
and ornamental trees, superinten-
dents have crafted the perfect
wildlife magnet to draw deer,
crows, ‘coon, fox, squirrel, ground-
hog, goose, et al onto the golf
course from surrounding properties.
Golfers and superintendents alike
enjoy glimpses of these furry and
feathered neighbors throughout the
warmer months. In the late fall @hd

winter months, however, the youngy

leave there nests, dens, and
and strike out on their
Hibernating species gor
ground level to fatten up.
Migrating birds settle in the open
areas near water and forage, and

larger herbivores tromp all over thet

golf course ingearch of the soft sue-
culent ornam&h sh
that will su ‘

golf course at a time when it is inca-
pable of healing itself. What is a
superintendent to do?

Nuisance wildlifescentrol is not an
arcane science, does not require
tremendous investments in time or
money, and do
result in pathogenideath. Nuisance

ts In damage to the
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wildlife control is a simple, some-
times protracted effort to counter
the seasonal forces of nature. This
process is effective in dealing with
the scattering of trash, the tram-
pling of turf in delicate, sometimes
frosty areas, the natural pruning of
the foliage, the droppinggof

and sundry gnawing,’
scraping, and burrowij
this process, take a f¢
on your own toward under

these natural forces. The answer to
your problem may even become
almost self-evident.

. Understand the Damagg |
hole (o your green m
peckinggof'@ bird, the di

a sql
foote: (0]
dog? Does it occur nocturnally
or diurnally? Are there any
tracks in the area for identifica-
tion?

this animal’s food and is there a.
source nearby. Is the animal hid-
ing food (squirrels burying“nuts
in your USGA green rootzone)?
Is the animal a permanent resi-
dent or a passer-through? Why
is the animal crossing the prop-
erty in this particular place? Is
there evidence of predators that
might be following or stalking
this animal?

3. Create a Plan of Action:
Determine whether to protect
the affected area, prevent the
damaging behavior, or act
against the animal(s) itself.
Ensure that this plan is in compli-
ance with all local, state, and
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Reevaluate: Trial and error are

still  the best method.
Remember that animal behavior
€hanges to adapt—your control
m Iso need to evolve to
effective.
Advice, Especially Profes-
Don’t be a pris-
oner of your ignorance. Golf
course superintendents are not
zoologists by nature. There are
naturalists, conservationists, pri-
vate enthusiasts and government
agencies whose expertise can
give you a real boost up the
learning curve. Try:

e Local chapters of the Sierra
Club and the lzaak Walton
League, hunting and conser-
vationist groups, and animal
rescue shelters

¢ Other local superintendents,
InAgOnline, GCSAA and other
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