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MTC Tourney - Oct. 20 
The Maryland Turfgrass Council 
will hold its Annual Research 
Golf Tournament at Breton Bay 
Golf & CC on October 20,1992. 
Proceeds from this worthy event 
are directed toward Turf Re-
search at the University of 
Maryland. The format will be a 
low two-ball net event. You can 
make up your own groups, or 
they will pair you. Contact 
Bernie Bevan for more informa-
tion at 301-475-8070, or watch for 
a separate mailing coming soon. 
If you haven't played Breton Bay, 
you owe it to yourself to get out 
and play this wonderful course. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Golf Course 
superinten-
dents and their 
families are 
perhaps the 
only people 
who could 
enjoy a picnic 
in the rain, and that was just what 
they did on August 11 at Hobbit's 
Glen. Our host Bill Neus pulled 
off another outstanding party 
despite the weather. 

The association's coffers 
would be stretched to the limit 
feeding such a crowd so I have to 
thank the G. L Cornell Co., 
TESCO, LESCO, Aqua Flo, Finch 
Services and Egypt Farms for 
their generous contributions. Also, 
having worked for this association 
for eight years, I know how much 
work Mark Merrick puts into the 
picnic. He is the picnic. Talk about 
delegating responsibility, though. 
Where would he be without 
Darrell Oxyer. I don't know how 
many burgers he flipped, but it 
was a bunch just for Tutich's table. 

On September 8 we get back 
down to business again with a 
lunch meeting at Geneva Farms. 
Charles 
Priestly has 
really sup-
ported the 
association 
since coming 
to our area 
and I hope 
you will all 
attend his 
meeting and 
reciprocate. 
No excuses 
about the long 
drive. If John 
Drew can do 
it for all these 
years, so can 
you. 

RHYS'S PIECES 

O Tom Knoll, superintendent at 
Chantilly National, had a hectic 
week on July 29. Boasting more 
than six inches of rain on his 
course, and his wife Christine 
giving birth to a baby girl, Emilie 
Ann. From speaking with Tom, it 
sounded like he was in "Labor" 
keeping the grass alive after that 
much rain. However, both Chris-
tine and the grass are reported 
doing fine. 
O The Assistant Superintendent 
at International Town & CC, 
Robert Karnei and his wife Darcy 
are celebrating the birth of their 
new son, Kyle Robert on July 3. 
Congratulations to both Robert 
and Darcy. 
O Congratulations, or condolences 
(whichever is appropriate), to Rick 
Hill of Aqua-Flo Inc. who is celebrat-
ing 20 years of work in the Irrigation 
Industry this September. Rick started 
working for his father's business in 
1972, and now manages the Chantilly 
office for Aqua-Ho. Rick, that's twice 
as long as I've been in the business. 
What I want to know is: What year 
does you hair turn Grey? 

See Pieces, page 8 

NURSERIES 
AÂ/Hoïtfsale Horticultural 

istribution Centers 

One-stop convenience. . . 
At e a c h of our distribution centers 

you'll see a vast range of top-quality 
nursery stock immedia te ly avai lable in 

the sizes and quanti t ies you n e e d 
7 - and you'll also find landscape 
r construction mater ials, ferti l izers, 

pest ic ides, tools, irr igation sys tems 
for turf, landscape and growers, 
decorat ive containers, and fresh 

Chr is tmas trees, wreaths and g reens 

P e o p l e y o u c a n t a l k t o . . . O u r e x p e r i e n c e d 
staff will give you straight answers and knowledgeab le , solid adv ice " 
1 0 0 % p r o f e s s i o n a l . . . O u r business IS strictly to the trade, and 
built on providing top-of-the-line service to landscape contractors, 
maintenance and irrigation contractors, retail garden centers, 
and other horticultural professionals 

0 Shemin Nurseries 
H O R T I C U L T U R A L D I S T R I B U T I O N C E N T E R S 

Carl Ballaa Our Sl/i miord Is Ejuellemc 
4100 bandy Spring Road, Route 198 , 
Burtonsville. MD 20866 I 
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Fire, continued from page 7 
Most are weakened by strong 
detergents. 

A fire site will be isolated and 
secured; waste and runoff may be 
toxic. Federal, state and local authori-
ties will be contacted for disposal 
instructions and approvals. Waste 
and runoff will be handled the same 
way as a product spill. Personal 
protective equipment is required. 

Let's hope no one in the 
MAAGCS ever has to face this horror, 
but a little preparation can certainly 
avoid a larger problem. Inspect where 
you store pesticides and fertilizers 
and eliminate fire hazards. Have a 
pre-fire plan in place and an up-to-
date set of material safety data sheets 
on hand. A brush-up course in first 
aid, especially dealing with pesticides, 
would be of benefit as well. 

Get to know your local fire 
marshal. If he inspects your facility 
and suggests or requires changes, 

make them quickly. Call him for a 
reinspection. Your concern with 
safety and complying with fire codes 
will gp a long way to establish a gpod 
rapport with the department. 

This article was adapted from one 
that appeared in The Greenerside, 
newsletter of the GCSA of New 
Jersey. Thanks also to Robert 
Nemchin, Montgomery County 
Division of Emergency Management 
who helped with the adaptation. 

Pieces, continued from page 2 
O Don't Forget! Ladies Night is 
scheduled for Saturday, October 
10, from 6:30-10:00 on the cruise 
ship Spirit of Baltimore. The Ship 
will leave promptly at 7:00 p.m. 
More details will follow in future 
issues of Turf grass Matters. This 
is a great event, so don't forget to 
bring your wife, or your girl-
friend, but definitely not both! See 
you there! 

Mr. Ralph McNeal, former 
superintendent of the Talbot 
Country Club, Easton, Md. for 26 
years died on June 23 at the age of 
69. Ralph was a longtime member 
of the MAAGCS and the Eastern 
Shore Association of Golf Course 
Superintendents, and was named 
an Honorary Life Member of this 
organization at the time of his 
retirement. He was highly 
respected by his peers for his 
quality of performance, endless 
energy and sense of humor. Ralph 
never had the privilege of en-
joying his retirement as he had a 
stroke that resulted in paralysis on 
the left side and never recovered. 
His strength of character was 
evident during the two and a half 
year period of illness as he never 
showed remorse nor expected 
sympathy. He will be missed by 
those who knew him. He was a 
man of character, ability, pride of 
workmanship and a true "Eastern 
Shoreman." 

Ken Baker, MAAGCS retired 

The next generation in fertilizer performance. 

Compared to SCU fertilizers, Poly-SiM technology offers: 
• Best Fertilizer Value - With its unprecedented Poly-S 

technology, SCOTTSK. can offer you the performance of a poly-
mer-coated fertilizer at a price comparable to SCU products. 

• Nutrient Efficiency - Poly-S technology provides 
higher nutrient efficiency than SCU fertilizers, with the 
capability for a consistent, programmed linear nutrient re-
lease unattainable with SCU. 

• Environmentally Compatible Performance - With 
Poly-S technology, there's minimal potential for leaching, 
run-off and volatilization, with a significant reduction in 
clippings associated with surge growth. 

• "User-Friendly" Application - Each Poly-S fertilizer is 
specially designed for use with a broadcast spreader, with no 
conditioner and no wax, eliminating the potential for lumps, 
wax build-up and other application problems. 

It is the most efficient — and cost-effective — turf fertilizer 
technology ever developed. For more informa-
tion about Poly-S fertilizers and their perfor-
mance advantages, contact your Scott Tech Rep. 
Or call 1 -800-543-0006 . 

ProTurf 
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Irrigation Systems Designers & Suppliers 

• Golf Courses 
• Estates 
• Athletic Fields 
• Commercial 

Floating Aerators 
Custom Built Pumping Systems 
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AQUA-FLO, INC. 
320 Basin Rd. • Hammonton, NJ 08037 • (609) 561-1777 

1 •800-524-0895 (outside NJ) 
4155A Westfax Drive • Chantilly, VA 22021 • (703) 968-7081 


