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Lester Tanner hosts March 13 
meeting at Enterprise Golf Course 
The inaugural meeting of the 
MAAGCS is scheduled for Tues-
day, March 13. Lester Tanner and 
the Enterprise Golf Course are our 
hosts. 

The Enterprise Golf Course is a 
public golf course owned by the 
Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission, Prince 
George's County. 

"The course was named in 
honor of the U.S.S. Enterprise 
aircraft carrier and its Captain, 
Newton White," explains Lester. 
"When Captain White died, his 
wife sold the property to the 
Commission at a price that could 
be considered a gift." 

Enterprise opened in October 
1976 under its first superinten-
dent, Bob Bracey. In May 1978, 
Lester Tanner became superinten-
dent. Donovan Associates de-
signed the golf course and Bob 
Elder was entrusted with its 
construction. Russell Roberts 
designed and installed the irriga-
tion system. 

Enterprise is a busy place, re-
cording 60,000-plus rounds of golf 
annually. Lester says that since 
1985 the golf course has reached 
its saturation point. On a typical 
day, few, if any, open tee times are 
available. Tee times are awarded 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 
This policy has led to a unique 
situation. Some people have 
begun to arrive at the course at 
midnight to arrange the coveted 
early starting time. This occurs 
almost all the time during the 
spring, summer and fall, and typi-

cally there is a two to three hour 
wait beginning at 6 a.m. 

The greens are fertilized with 
61bs. N, 2 lbs. P and 4 lbs. K per 
year. The fairways and tees re-
ceive 4 lbs. N, 1 lb. P and 2 lbs. K 
annually. The rough is treated 
with 2 lbs. N and just a hint of P 
and K every season. 

The greens are mowed at 1/8 
inch, seven days a week with Toro 
greensmowers. Fairways are 
mowed at 3/4 inch, two to three 
times per week with a Ransomes 
350D. Tees are mowed at 5/8 inch 
two to three times per week with 
Toro Pro 84s. The rough is mowed 

Some golfers at Enterprise 
have begun to arrive at 

midnight to get the coveted 
early starting times. 

at 2 inches once a week with 
Jacobsen Blitzers. 

"I feel Enterprise Golf Course 
has an outstanding staff," says 
Lester Tanner. Assistant superin-
tendent Jay Vargo, foreman Mike 
Hall, mechanic George Railey, and 
course technicians Tom Nelson 
and Kevin Kreitzer. "It is these 
people with their various skills 
that make Enterprise look good. I 
depend on them and I'm proud to 
work with them." 

Equally important, says Lester, 
"I work for a truly golf-oriented 
manager who has given me 
support and guidance. He is Frank 
Stoppa and you'll see him at the 

Lester Tanner has been Enterprise's 
superintendent since 1978. 

meeting." Cora Thompson is his 
assistant. 

Dinner is at the Newton White 
Mansion near the Clubhouse. Golf 
is "anytime/' Lester says. "You 
reserve tee time when you arrive," 
adding matter-of-factly: "If it's a 
nice day, you may have some 
wait. We all feel privileged to be 
your hosts and we'll be glad to 
assist you." 

Directions: 
From 95 going south: Take route 450 
east. Right onto Route 193 (Enterprise 
Rd.) Course is about 3 miles on right. 
From 95 going north: Take route 214 
(Central Ave.) east. Left onto Route 
193 (Enterprise Rd.) Course is about 3 
miles on left. 
From 301 going south: Take route 450 
west. Turn left onto Route 193 
(Enterprise Rd.) Course is about 3 
miles on right. 
From 301 going north: Take 214 
(Central Ave.) west. Go right onto 
Route 193 (Enterprise Rd.) Course is 
about 3 miles on left. 
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How Green is Green? President's Message 
Here we are at 
the start of 
another glorious 
golfing season. 
It's kind of like a 
baseball team in 
spring training. 
Everybody is in 
first place with a 
chance to win 
the World Series. Our version of the 
Hot Stove League is strategizing to 
eliminate summer patch this year. Or 
maybe we have big plans to eliminate 
poa, or improve our staff. Whatever 
we plan to do this year there's always 
Mother Nature to contend with. I've 
already put in my order for something 
in between '88 & '89. 

This year we are offering what has 
to be the finest monthly educational 
meetings in the country. Make the 
commitment to yourself now to be a 
part of these great opportunities. See 
you at Enterprise GC. 

May all your days be 80 and your 
nights 55. 

Bill Neus, C.G.C.S, President 

Golf Notes 
Our host this month, Lester Tanner, 
advises us that golf will be on a first-
come, first-served basis. AswealL 
know, if the weather is nice, there 
could be a lot of players trying out 
their new Christmas presents. For the 
March meeting, we will play a net 
skins game with a $5 entry fee. Carts 
will cost $16 each. You should also 
note that showers are available but 
you must bring your own towel. The 
cocktail hour will start at 6:00 p.m., 
followed by dinner at 7:00 p.m. The 
cost of dinner is $25. We need an 
accurate headcount for this catered 
dinner, so please make your reserva-
tions by March 9. 

RESERVATIONS 
301-381-0030 

by Bill Neus 
It's the American way, isn't it? Work 
hard, be loyal, put in long hours, 
sacrifice, produce a good product day 
after day. Any business would 
appreciate and take care of an 
employee who provided these 
attributes, right? If you work as a 
golf course superintendent, too many 
times the answer seems to be an 
emphatic no. 

There's a disturbing trend in our 
area right now. The new kids on the 
block, (or on the club board) are 
exercising a sort of George Steinbren-
ner style of management: "Take my 
team to the World Series every year 
or else!" Unfortunately, this is 
happening at clubs that have a history 
of good management by the superin-
tendent. You put in many good years, 
the faces on the board change, and 
suddenly they tell you that you're not 
performing. Worse yet, they question 
your ability to do the job at all. How 
can they say these things after I've 
had another fine year, you lament. 

Which brings me back to my 
original question. How green is 
green? Well, I don't have that 
answer, but many of this new breed 
feel the answer lies down the street at 
that other golf course, because they 
played there in May in the Member-
Guest. Never mind that, by July, that 
other course had more problems than 
you could shake a stick (or a sprayer) 
at. The problem is that your people 
have this misguided perception of 
365-days-per-year pristine perfection 
down the street. 

You can fight these unfair compari-
sons all you want, but you'll never get 
rid of them. Fpr all of you who are 
just getting your feet wet as superin-
tendents, don't be so naive as to think 
it will never happen to you. That's 
when you will get hit the hardest. 
The golfer you make mad today will 
be your greens chairman tomorrow. 
It never fails. 

So how can you prevent this type of 

situation from developing at your 
club? I will not be so presumptuous 
as to say that I have an absolute 
answer, because there is no perfect 
solution in an imperfect world. But as 
author of this piece, please allow me 
to indulge in an unqualified opinion. 

First, this situation has nothing to 
do with the ability to grow grass. We 
all can do that with our eyes closed, 
and if you think that you're better 
than the next guy then you are a fool. 
So, don't believe that just by growing 
good turf your problems are solved. 

Second, this is a people problem. 
Personalities, egos, power plays, 
opinions from members who are—or 
want to be—in charge, and who 
constantly change. It's kind of like a 
football game where you let the fans 
change the rules at halftime every 
Sunday. How do you work at 
cultivating relationships with your 
members, new and old? If you do as 
good a job as I have, then you are all 
in a heap of trouble. I have learned, 
especially this year, that these 
ongoing relationships are as important 
as the quality of the turf you grow. 
So, if you are not working on the PR 
aspect of your job as hard as you are 
on the technical part, then you may be 
asking for trouble down the road. 

One of my goals for this year is to 
focus on a commitment to deal with 
the members (especially the ones who 
are disagreeable and ornery) in a 
positive and aggressive way. Will 
this solve all of my problems? Of 
course not. Can I eliminate all of the 
ego and personality conflicts that are 
so prevalent in our industry? You've 
got to be kidding. But will I be able 
to look in the mirror and tell myself 
that I've made a strong attempt to 
improve on this difficult issue? 
Absolutely. 

Start working on it today and never 
stop, make the effort to win these 
guys over. If you do, you may be 
able to avoid the debate over how 
green is green. 



Mid-Atlantic Newsletter Supporters. 
ACE TREE MOVERS, INC. 

Mid-sized to large tree sales, transplanting, 
deep root fertilization. 
Jeff Miskin Metro: (301) 258-0008 
Pat Jeffries 

In Leesburg, VA call703-777-8889 

AQUA-FLOW, INC. 
Buckner irrigation systems and design, aer-
ators, pump systems, irrigation accessories. 
Phil DeMarco, Hammonton, NJ 

800-524-0895 
Rick Hill 703-968-7081 

ATLANTIC POWER EQUIPMENT 
COMPANY 

9250 Rumsey Rd, Columbia, MD 21045 
Ransomes, Bob Cat, Giant Vac, Terra 
aerators,Durand Wayland sprayers, Mitsub-
ishi tractors, Power King tractors. 
Lou Bezold Wash: 301-621-5060 
John Mattsen Bait: 301 -995-3060 

ATLAS STUMP REMOVAL, INC. 
Tree Pruning and remova Ichipper rental, 
stump Rremoval. 
Bob Tasker, Cheryl Guynn 

Silver Spring: 301-649-1200 

B & G TENNIS SUPPLIES 
Tennis Nets, Tenex tapes, nails, drag 
brooms, S-hooks .line sweepers, Ty Wraps, 
Tidy Courts,Rol Dri's, Har Tru surfacing 
material,6&9 foot open mesh or closed wind 
screens,Herrons rollers, ball barrier netting, 
crowd control netting, The Fairway drag 
system. 
Grant Pensinger, Bob Miller 

301-363-8310 
CENTREVILLE SOD GROWERS 

Bluegrass, sod blends and turf-type tall fes-
cues. 
Sheldon & Craig Betterly 703-361-8338 

COMINSKY, KEN 
Vertidrain®Deep Tine Aeration 

9891 Molloy Way 703-347-4210 
Warrenton, VA 22186 703-347-4247 

CORNELL CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT 
CO., INC. 

Golf course chemicals. 
Cliff Case, Don Klein, Tom Walsh 

301- 636-2400 
C.Z. ENTERPRISES, INC. 

Water well and pump service, repair; 24-hour 
emergency service to wells, pumps and irri-
gation equipment and controls. Preventive 
maintenance contracts, annual testing and 
inspection available. 
Kathy Powers Bait :301-841-6710 
Conrad Zittinger Wash;301-261-8855 

EGYPT FARMS, INC. 
Golf green topdressing, computer controlled 
precision construction mixes, white bunker 
san, IBDU & Par-Ex fertilizers, R&R parts, 
Aqua-Aid wetting agents, Warren's Geo tex-
tile products, gypsum, mulch. 
John Strickland, Mike Witt, Caroll Davis, 
Dave Cammarota, Jeff Lacour 

301-335-3700 

E-Z GO/MID-ATLANTIC 
GXT-1500, GXT-800, turf and utility vehicles 
and accessories new and used golf cars. 
Rick Arnold, Roscoe Shupe, 
Paul Tideman 800-962-3804 

FINCH GOLF AND TURF COMPANY 
John Deere turf equipment, Brouwer turf & 
harvester equipment, Kubota tractors & 
mowers, MM grinders & reels, Landpride, 
Coremaster, Agri-Metal & Saxon blower/vacs, 
Turner mowers. 
Ed Childs, Scott Johnson, Ray Finch 

800-78-DEERE 
Chris Nichols, Steve Malkcwski 

301-876-2211 

GREAT GREENS, INC. 
P.O. Box 10220, Rockville, MD 20850 

Floyd & McKay deep drill aerator service, 
drills 10 inches, heals in 3 days, playable the 
same day aerated. 
Mike Marceron, Henry Frain 

301-340-7453 
G.L. CORNELL COMPANY 

Jacobsen turf equipment, Cushman/Ryan 
turf equipment, Rain Bird irrigation, Club Car, 
Columbia Par Car, Bean sprayers, National 
mowers, Standard & Par Aid golf supplies. 
Terry Hill, Russ Bull, Mark Little 

301-948-2000 
Randy Reed, BillBrown, 
Bob Lynch,Wayne Evans 800-492-1373 

GROUNDS IRRIGATION 
TECHNOLOGY, INC. 

Irrigation systems and pumping stations, IA 
certified design. Equipment—installation-
testing—service. 
Gary Phillips, Ingo Rupp 301-262-7100 

HARFORD INDUSTRIAL MINERALS, 
INC. 

TD1000, topdressing blend, TnG for bun-
kers and Straight Sand topdressing, CMplus 
and filter layer for construction. 
Dorothy Stancill, V.P. 301-679-9191 

Represented by Prolawn Products 
Thomas Malehorn 301-876-7474 
Robert Kerr 703-786-3405 

JERSEY TURF SPECIALISTS 
Deep tine aerifying services with Verti-Drain 
aerator—the solution to compacted soils. 
37A Elmtown Boulevard, Elm, NJ 08037 
Jack Montecalvo 609-567-9001 

G. ANTHONY KEEN CONSULTING 
Specialist in interpreting the most techno-
logically advanced soil, water, and tissue 
analysis to greatly enhance turf manage-
ment. Affiliated with Brookside Laboratory 
Associates. 
Tony Keen 302-697-9575 
TakKeen 302-684-3196 

302-736-6228 

LEA'S GREEN MEADOWS, INC. 
Fertilizers, chemicals, grass seed, spread-
ers power sprayers, tools, safety equipment 
& supplies. 
Herb Lea, Harry Fridley 202-488-1818 

LEBANON CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
Lebanon total turf care, manufacturers 
andformulatorsof Countryclub, Greens-
keeper, and Lebanon professional turf 
products, fertilizer. 
Dick Calhoun Pa: 717-838-1169 
Junior Ruckman 703-869-2826 
Paul Grosh 800-233-0826 
Bill Smith 215-357-6293 

LESCO, INC. 
A Complete Line of quality turf maintenance 
products. Ask us about the Lesco 300 greens 
mower and the Lesco 500 &500D fairway-
mowers. 
Vanessa Jensen, 
Ed Cinkole 800-825-3726 

LOFTS/MARYLAND 
Grass seed and fertilizer. 
Kevin Driscoll Local: 301 -937-9292 
Nancy Gross In State: 800-732-7773 

Out of State: 800-732-3332 

MCDONALD & SONS, INC. 
Golf course and park construction, irrigation 
and maintenance. 
John "Chip" McDonald 301-799-7740 

MID-ATLANTIC IRRIGATION, CO 
Complete golf course irrigational and 
automation, pumping systems, irrigation 
repair service, water fountain installation, 
drainage and trenching work. 
Don Turner, Thorn Turner, Ron Turner 
301-294-1300 301-294-6515 

MOORE GOLF, INC. 
Construction of golf courses, turf irrigation 
system, parks and athletic fields. 
David Canavan, Robert M. Ryan 

703-825-9211 

NEWSOM SEED COMPANY 
Rockville, Maryland 

Grass seed, new varieties, custom mixes 
fertilizers and chemicals 
Strick Newsom, Mike Brumbaugh 
Local: 301-762-2096 Fax: 301 -762-9544 

Nationwide: 800-553-2719 

PAR-EX PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS 
Slow Release Fertilizer with IBDU, IBDU/ 
SOU. 
R A "Dick" Doyle 301 -357-8056 
Estech, Inc., P.O. Box 512, Winter Haven, 
FL 33882-0512 813-294-2567 

PIEDMONT TRACTOR COMPANY, INC. 
John Deere golf and turf equipment 
Turner boom mowers, Allied Products 
Chris Johnson Va: 800-345-7012 
Benny Melampy, Judd Palmer 

804-977-8100 

PROLAWN PRODUCTS, INC. 
Professional slow release fertil izers, 
Greenskotes, fungicides, herbicides, insecti 
cides, turf seeds: bents, ryes, fescues, blues 
etc. Harford Minerals topdressing, construc 
tion mix,T'nG Sand,lime, wetting agents, etc. 
Tom Malehorn 301 -876-7474 
Robert Kerr 703-786-3405 

RUSSELL ROBERTS CO., INC. 
Golf course design and construction. 
Russell Roberts 301-253-4066 
Jack Roberts 301-762-3270 
Jimmy Roberts 301-977-7961 

SCOTTS PROTURF DIVISION 
Soil testing, programming, turf technology, 
fertilizers to meet today's needs. Herbicides 
—monocot and dicot weed problems. Growth 
regulators—new technology, Poa control. 
Robert Herring Va: 804-747-7027 
Rich Schneider Md: 301-855-1366 

SEED CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
7644 Hollins Ferry Rd, Baltimore, MD 21227 
Over 100 varieties of turf seeds, fertilizers, 
mulch, lime. 
Tracy Gosselin, Debbie Primanzon 

Bait: 301-247-3000 
Alan Rosoff Outside Md: 800- 482-4455 

SHARE CORPORATION 
Liquid turf maintenance products, equipment 
maintenance products. 
Milwaukee, Wl 414-355-4000 
Ed Howser,Western Shore 301- 465-8154 
Ed Howser Jr., Eastern Shore 

301- 482-6929 
Tom Howser, Shenandoah Area 

301-729-1206 

SUMMIT HALL TURF FARM, INC. 
Myer Z-52 Zoysia (sod or plugs), premium 
Bluegrass blend (sod), improved Tall Fescue 
blend (sod), PenncrossBentgrass(sod), pel-
letized lime,Andgrow fertilizer products and 
custom blends, chemicals (herbicides, fungi-
cides & insecticides) 60% WDG Pendi-
methalin. 
Brian K. Finger, Frank H. Wilmot 

301-948-2900 

TURF CENTER, INC. 
Premium turf (Bluegrass, Tall Fescue, Ber-
muda Grass, Zoysia), grass seed & fertilizer. 
Diana Patton, Emory Patton 

301-384-6300 

TURF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY, INC. 
Toro turf equipment, Olathe.Chem Pro, SDI 
and Hahn sprayers, Billy Goat, Foley grind-
ers, Toro irrigation, PSI and commercial 
pumps, Otterbine Aerators. 
Lynn Matson, Ron Hawkins, Lance 
Ernst, Mike Minard, Paul Standerfer, 
Todd Cowing, Marty Haske, Mike 
Salamon 

Bait: 301-796-5575 
D.C. Area: 301-621-2975 

WILBAR AND ARNOLD, INC. 
Route 1, Lorton, Virginia 

Providing the metro area with construction 
equipment since 1975. From New Holland 
skid steer loaders andLiebher excavators to 
International trucks — sales, lease, parts, 
service. 
Jim O'Ferrell 703-550-8800 
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New Members 
Chris Nichols, Class F 
Sales Representative 
Finch Golf & Turf 
LouBezold, Class F 
District Manager 
Atlantic Power Equipment 
JohnMattsen, Class F 
Manager 
Atlantic Power Equipment 
James Howell, Class D 
Superintendent 
Marlboro Country Club 

**Name the 
Newsletter 
Contest** 
The editor would like 
member input for the name 
of our newsletter. So take a 
moment, write down your 
suggestion and send it to: 

Mitchell Williams 
Manor Country Club 
14901 Carrolton Road 
Rockville, MD 20853 

The Board of Directors will 
choose a name from the 
suggestions. To make it 
worth your while, a $50 
Savings Bond will be 
awarded to winner! 

1990 M A A G C S Schedule 
Date Club Host Speaker 

March 13 Enterprise CC Lester Tanner Dr. Reed Funk 
April 10 Maryland Golf & CC Donn Dietrich Dr. Robert Carrow 
May 8 Prospect Bay Bill Shirk Stanley Zontek 
June 12 Chestnut Ridge CC Gary Crone Dr. James Beard 
July 11* Caroline CC Jim McHenry Mary Ellen Setting 
August 14 Hobbits Glen Bill Neus Picnic 
September 11 Leisure World Scott Wagnor Dr. Tom Turner 
October 9 Woodmont CC MikeLarsen Dr. Joe Duich 
November 13 
December 11 

Piney Branch 
Takewood CC 

Gene Dyke Mr. Tom Akins 
Elections 

*Note: Wednesday meeting at noon 

MAAGCS Board of Directors 

MAAGCS board members, left to right: Donn Dietrich, Membership Chairman; 
Steve Potter, Treasurer, Nick Vance, Vice President, Walter Montross, Presi-
dent Emeritus, John Laake, Educational, Jim Kelly, Social & Benevolence, 
Bill Neus, President, Scott Wagner, Golf, Ken Ingram, Secretary, Lou Rudinski, 
Editorial & Publicity, and Mitch Williams, Finance & Newsletter. 

First Class Mail Mid-Atlantic Association of 
Golf Course Superintendents 
Mitchell Williams, C.G.C.S., Editor 
Manor Country Club 
14901 Carrolton Road 
Rockville, MD 20853 
(301) 929-1707 


