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Gary Crone Hosts June 12 Meeting at Chestnut Ridge 
Gary Crone started in the golf 

course maintenance business by 
working as a groundsman at the 
Saucon Valley Country Club in 
Northeast Pennsylvania. He at-
tended Penn State University 
where he worked for Dr. Joseph 
Duich at the Penn State Turfgrass 
Research Center as a student tech-
nician. After graduating in 1981, 
Gary worked for John Tutich as 
assistant superintendent at 
Herndon Golf Course. Two years 
later he went to work for Wayne 
Evans, CGCS, at the Indian 
Springs Country Club, also as 
assistant superintendent. At the 
Mount Pleasant Golf Course in 
1985, Gary got his first position as 
golf course superintendent. Now 
at Chestnut Ridge Country Club, 
he has been superintendent since 
1988. 

At about the same time that 
Gary took the position at Chestnut 
Ridge, he took the big leap and 
married Tiffany. They currently 
reside in Dickeysville, Maryland, 
in the historic preservation area. 
They share the house with Tuffy, a 
two year old German Shepherd. 
Tiffany and Gary enjoy snow 
skiing and like to make the 
pilgrimage to Utah occasionally, 
where some of the best skiing 
conditions in this country are 
found. 

As for Chestnut Ridge Coun-
try Club, it is a private, 18 hole 
golf course designed by George 
McKay. The golf course was built 
in 1954. The 350 members play 
approximately 21,000 rounds 
annually. The country club also 

boasts tennis court and swimming 
pool facilities.-^ 

The golf course has seen many 
renovations since Gary took the 
helm. In 1989, the #12 and #13 
holes were completely remodeled. 
The next year, fe/e greens were 
rebuilt (#3,#4,#8,#9, and #13). 
They were sodded with Penncross 
(remember Gary's backround) 
bentgrass provided by Alex 
Rohoza. The other 13 greens on 
the golf course are a bent/poa mix 
and were built on what Gary calls 
a micaceous silt that drains 
poorly. 

The greens are mowed at 5/ 
32", the tees are mowed at 1/2" 
and the fairways are mowed at 5 / 
8". The tees and fairways are a 
rye/poa mix. 

Finally, last year Gary became 
the proud owner of a new com-
puter-driven Rainbird Maxi 
irrigation system. Unfortunately, 
he hasn't had a lot of opportunity 
to use it because of the recent 
weather conditions. 

o o o 
June speaker will be Mary Ellen 
Setting, Chief of the Pesticide 
regulation Section of the Mary-
land Department of Agriculture. 

D I R E C T I O N S : From Washing-
ton and Baltimore, take 1-95 north to 
695 west toward Towson. Exit off 695 
at exit 23B (Falls Road) and continue 
about 2 miles north on Falls Road. On 
the left hand side will be the Chestnut 
Ridge Country Club. Enter at the 
club's sign. The cocktail hour will be 
at 6:30 and dinner will follow at 7:30 
pm. The cost of dinner is $25. 

Golf Notes 
Congratulations to our 1990 
Superintendent-Pro champions, 
for the second year in a row, Craig 
Rhoderick and Mike McGinnis. 
They had a fine round of 64 over a 
fantastic golf course at Prospect 
Bay. We would also like to thank 
all of our sponsors that helped 
make the event possible. Ace Tree 
Movers, E-Z Go, Finch Golf and 
Turf, G.L. Cornell, Grounds 
Irrigation Technology, Lea's Green 
Meadows, McDonald & Sons, 
Mid-Atlantic Irrigation, Share 
Corp., and T.E.S.C.O. 

Our June meeting at 
Chestnut Ridge will begin with 
golf available between 11 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. Please call the pro shop 
for a tee time at 301-252-8779. It 
would be a great help if you have 
the names of everyone in your 
foursome when you call. Cart fees 
will be $10 per person. See you at 
Chestnut Ridge. 

N o t i c e 
The July Meeting 

Will be on 
W e d n e s d a y July 11 

at n o o n 
Caroline Country Club 

Speaker: 
Dr. James Beard 
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The Golfing Superintendent 
by Nick Vance 

President's Message 
I had always 
heard a lot 
about Pros-
pect Bay Golf 
Club and let 
me tell you, if 
you didn't 
play golf 
there at the 
Superinten-
dent-Pro Tournament, you missed 
a first rate treat. Bill Shirk had a 
great golf course in great condi-
tion. Unfortunately, I left my 
game in the trunk of my car. 
Maybe next year. 

June brings us to Chestnut 
Ridge Country Club and Gary 
Crone who has done a tremen-
dous amount of construction in 
the last few years. It will be fun to 
see the course again with all the 
changes. Mark your calendars for 
the 12th. See you on the tee. 

Bill Neus, C.G.C.S. President 

O Here is a chance to show off 
your photographic skills. The 
Compendium of Turfgrass Diseases 
needs a cover shot. Send entries 
to: Dr. Pete Dernoeden, Depart-
ment of Agronomy, University of 
Maryland, H.J. Patterson Hall, 
College Park, MD 20742. 

O Sam Kessel, formerly of the 
Country Club of Fairfax is now on 
the sales staff of Lea's Green 
Meadows, Inc. Good luck Sam! 

O Russ Bull of G.L. Cornell Co. 
is home recouperating from 
surgery. Best wishes, Russ! 

RESERVATIONS 
(301) 381-0030 

Last fall I was visiting a long-time 
family friend who has moved to a 
retirement community in Florida. 
I was invited to play golf with him 
and two of his neighbors. The golf 
course was a short (5400 yds.) 
fairly easy layout with about 20 
bunkers and water on four holes. 
We played the course in three 
hours and ten minutes, feut while I 
was there I saw a lot of good 
reasons to support the theory that 
a superintendent should play golf, 
especially his own course. 

On the thirS hole, the 
superintendent came by and my 
friend called him over to intro-
duce us. He left his utility vehicle 
there and walked along with us 
for four holes. We were swapping 
some work related stories and 
during that time he told me he 
had been at the course for 22 
years. During that time he had 
tried to play golf twice. He said 
that he did not like the game and 
he wouldn't invest the time if he 
was not going to enjoy himself. 

On the sixth hole, he 
showed me a real problem area 
that he had been fighting for 
years. We discussed his options 
for improving the situation and I 
was quite surprised that he had 
not thought of them before our 
discussion. When I thought about 
it later, it dawned on me that the 
probable reason he couldn't see 
the options was his lack of knowl-
edge about the game of golf. 

Let me say at this point 
that the golf course was in excel-
lent condition, well-manicured 
and very playable. 

Another problem we 
discussed was a short (312 yds.) 
par four with water about 140 
yards from the tee. The body of 
water was about 60 yards long. At 
that hole I watched my playing 
partners all hit short irons to the 

area in front of the pond. From 
that area they had about 160 to 180 
yards to reach the green. The area 
to which they had hit their tee 
shot was nothing but divot holes. 
The superintendent told me that 
only about 15 percent of the 
members could carry the pond 
and the others had to lay up or hit 
their tee shots in the pond and 
then drop to that same area. 

In my mind he had two 
other options that he might have 
thought of if he had a player's 
knowledge of the game. The tee 
could have very easily been 
moved to one of two other loca-
tions. One location would have 
given the entire membership a 
chance to "go for it" and the other 
would have provided a larger 
place for locating a more suitable 
landing area. 

Because of this incident, I 
decided todo an informal survey 
at the International Conference 
and Show in Orlando, Florida. I 
asked 62 golf course superinten-
dents from all areas of the country 
three questions: Do you think 
superintendents should play golf? 
Does it matter if he plays competi-
tively? Does the golf course 
benefit from a superintendent 
who plays? 

All 62 said that they 
thought a superintendent should 
definitely play golf. 
Forty-eight said that superinten-
dents should play reasonably well 
if not competitively. Ten said that 
it didn't matter what his ability 
was as long as an attempt was 
made. Four said they didn't know 
if his ability mattered. 

Fifty-eight of the 62 felt that 
the golf course would benefit from 
a superintendent who played golf. 

Continued on page 4 



Mid-Atlantic Newsletter Supporters 
ACE TREE MOVERS, INC. 

Mid-sized to large tree sales, transplanting, 
deep root fertilization. 
Jeff Miskin Metro: (301) 258-0008 
Pat Jeffries 

In Leesburg, VA call:703-777-8889 

AQUA-FLO, INC. 
Buckner irrigation systems and design, 
aerators, pump systems, irrigation acces-
sories. 
Phil DeMarco, Hammonton, NJ 

800-524-0895 
Rick Hill,Chantilly, VA 703-968-7081 

ATLANTIC POWER EQUIPMENT 
COMPANY 

9250 Rumsey Rd, Columbia, MD 21045 
Ransomes, Bob Cat, Giant Vac, Terra 
aerators,Durand Wayland sprayers, Mit-
subishi tractors, Power King tractors. 
Lou Bezold Wash: 301-621-5060 
JohnMattsen Bait: 301-995-3060 

J. DAVID MULLINIX & SONS, INC. 
14420 Howard Rd., Dayton, MD 21036 
John Blue sprayers, Woods mowers, 
Ariens mowers. 
Mike Mullinix 301-442-2688 

301-489-4363 
B 4 G TENNIS SUPPLIES 

Tennis Nets, Tenex tapes, nails, drag 
brooms,S-hooks .line sweepers, Ty Wraps, 
Tidy Courts,Rol Dri's, Har Tru surfacing 
material,6&9 foot open mesh or closed 
wind screens,Herrons rollers, ball barrier 
netting, crowd control netting, The Fairway 
drag system. 
Grant Pensinger, Bob Miller 

301-363-8310 
CENTREVILLE SOD GROWERS 

Bluegrass, sod blends and turf-type tall 
fescues. 
Sheldon & Craig Betterly 703-361-8338 

COM INS KY, KEN 
Vertidrain®Deep Tine Aeration 

9891 Mo Hoy Way 703-347-4210 
Warrenton, VA 22186 703-347-4247 

CORNELL CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT 
CO., INC. 

Golf course chemicals. 
Cliff Case, Don Klein, Tom Walsh 

301- 636-2400 
C.Z. ENTERPRISES, INC. 

Water well and pump service, repair; 24-
hour emergency service to wells, pumps 
and irrigation equipment and controls. 
Preventive maintenance contracts, annual 
testing and inspection available. 
Kathy Powers Balt:301-841-6710 
Conrad Zittinger Wash;301-261-8855 

EGYPT FARMS, INC. 
Golf green topdressing, computer 
controlled precision construction mixes, 
white bunker sand, IBDU & Par-Ex 
fertilizers, R&R parts, Aqua-Aid wetting 
agents, Warren's Geo textile products, 
gypsum, mulch. 
John Strickland, Mike Witt, Caroll Davis, 
Dave Cammarota, Jeff Lacour 

301-335-3700 

E-Z GO/MID-ATLANTIC 
GXT-1500, GXT-800, turf and utility vehicles 
and accessories, new and used golf cars. 
Rick Arnold, Roscoe Shupe, 
Paul Tideman 800-962-3804 

FINCH GOLF AND TURF COMPANY 
John Deere turf equipment, Brouwer turf & 
harvester equipment, Kubota tractors & 
mowers, MM grinders & reels, Landpride, 
Coremaster, Agri-Metal & Saxon blower/ 
vacs, Turner boom mowers. 
Ed Childs, Scott Johnson, Ray Finch 

800-78-DEERE 
Chris Nichols, Steve Malkowski 

301^36-22Tr 

GREAT GREENS, INC. 
P.O. Box 10220, Rockville, MD 20850 

Floyd & McKay deep drill aerator service, 
drills 10 inches, heals in 3 days, playable 
the same day aerated. 
Mike Marceron, Henry Frain 

301-340-7453 
G.L. CORNELL COMPANY 

Jacobsen turf equipment, Cushman/Ryan 
turf equipment, Rain Bird irrigation, Club 
Car, FMC/Bean sprayers, National mow-
ers, Standard & Par Aide golf supplies. 
Terry Hill, Russ Bull, DAVE Fairbank 

301-948-2000 
Randy Reed, Bill Brown, 
Bob Lynch,Wayne Evans 800-492-1373 

GROUNDS IRRIGATION 
TECHNOLOGY, INC. 

Irrigation systems and pumping stations, IA 
certified design. Equipment—installation-
testing—service. 
Gary Phillips, Ingo Rupp 301-262-7100 

HARFORD INDUSTRIAL MINERALS, 
INC. 

TD1000, topdressing blend, PnG for bun-
kers and Straight Sand topdressing, 
CMplus and filter layer for construction. 
Dorothy Stancill, V.P. 301-679-9191 

Represented by Prolawn Products 
Thomas Malehorn 301-876-7474 
Robeçt Kerr 703-786-3405 

JERSEY TURF SPECIALISTS 
Deep tine aerifying services with Verti-Drain 
aerator—the solution to compacted soils. 

. 37A Elmtown Boulevard, Elm, NJ 08037 
Montecalvo 609-567-9001 

G. ANTHONY KEEN CONSULTING 
Specialist in interpreting the most techno-
logically advanced soil, water, and tissue 
analysis to greatly enhance turf manage-
ment. Affiliated with Brookside Laboratory 
Associates. 
Tony Keen 302-697-9575 
TakKeen 302-684-3196 

302-736-6228 
LEA'S GREEN MEADOWS, INC. 

Fertilizers, chemicals, grass seed, spread-
ers power sprayers, tools, safety equip-
ment & supplies. 
Herb Lea, Harry Fridley, Rick Fritz, 
Bob Butterworth 301 -899-3535 

LEBANON CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
Lebanon total turf care, manufacturers 
andformulatorsof Country Club, Greens-
keeper, and Lebanon professional turf 
products, fertilizer. 
Dick Calhoun Pa: 717-838-1169 
Junior Ruckman 703-869-2826 
Paul Grosh 800-233-0826 
Bill Smith 215-357-6293 

Lesco, Inc. 
A Complete Line of quality turf mainte-
nance products. Ask us about the Lesco 
300 & 300D greens mower and the Lesco 
500 &500D fairway mowers. 
Ed Walker 800-825-3726 

LOFTS/MARYLAND 
Grass seed and fertilizer. 
Kevin Driscoll Local: 301 -937-9292 
Nancy Gross In State: 800-732-7773 

Out of State: 800-732-3332 

MCDONALD & SONS, INC. 
Golf course and park construction, irriga-
tion and maintenance. 
John "Chip" McDonald 301 -799-7740 

MID-ATLANTIC IRRIGATION, CO 
Complete golf course irrigational and 
automation, pumping systems, irrigation 
repair service, water fountain installation, 
drainage and trenching work. 
Don Turner, Tom Turner, Ron Turner 
301-294-1300 301-294-6515 

MOORE GOLF, INC. 
Construction of golf courses, turf irrigation 
system, parks and athletic fields. 
David Canavan, Robert M. Ryan 

703-825-9211 

NEWSOM SEED COMPANY 
Rockville, Maryland 

Grass seed, new varieties, custom mixes 
fertilizers and chemicals 
Strick Newsom, Mike Brumbaugh 
Local: 301-762-2096 Fax: 301-762-9544 

Nationwide: 800-553-2719 

PAR-EX® PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS 
Par Ex® slow release fertilizers for turf. 
Par Ex® slow release fertilizers for 
ornamentals. 
R.A. "Dick" Doyle 301 -357-8056 
Vigoro Industries, Inc., P.O. Box 512, 
Winter Haven, FL 33882-0512 

813-294-2567 
THE MILTON JAMES COMPANY 

Diahatsu off-road vehicles, new, used, 
John Deere construction equipment, sales, 
rentals. 

301-678-1700 

PROLAWN PRODUCTS, INC. 
Professional slow release fertilizers, 

Greenskotes, fungicides,herbicides, insec-
ticides, turf seeds: bents, ryes, fescues, 
blues, etc. Harford Minerals topdressing, 
construction mix.T'nG Sand,lime, wetting 
agents, etc. 
Tom Malehorn 301-876-7474 
Robert Kerr 703-786-3405 

RUSSELL ROBERTS CO., INC. 
Golf course design and construction. 
Russell Roberts 301-253-4066 
Jack Roberts 301-762-3270 
Jimmy Roberts 301-977-7961 

SCOTTS PROTURF DIVISION 
Soil testing, programming, turf technology, 
fertilizers to meet today's needs. Herbi-
cides —monocot anddicot weed 
problems. Growth regulators—new tech-
nology, Poa control. 
Robert Herring Va: 804-747-7027 
Rich Schneider Md: 301-855-1366 

SEED CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
7644 Hollins Ferry Rd, Baltimore, MD 21227 
Over 100 varieties of turf seeds, fertilizers, 
mulch, lime. 
Tracy Gosselin, Debbie Primanzon 

Bait: 301-247-3000 
Alan Rosoff Outside Md: 800- 482-4455 

SHARE CORPORATION 
Liquid turf maintenance products, equipment 
maintenance products. 
Milwaukee, Wl 414-355-4000 
Ed Howser,Western Shore 301- 465-8154 
Ed Howser Jr., Eastern Shore 

301- 482-6929 
Tom Howser, Shenandoah Area 

301-729-1206 

SUMMIT HALL TURF FARM, INC. 
Myer Z-52 Zoysia (sod or plugs), premium 
Bluegrass blend (sod), improved Tall 
Fescue blend (sod), Penncross Bentgrass 
(sod), pelletized lime,Andgrow fertilizer 
products and custom blends, chemicals 
(herbicides, fungicides & insecticides) 60% 
WDG Pendimethalin. 
Brian K. Finger, Frank H. Wilmot 

301-948-2900 

TURF CENTER, INC. 
Premium turf (Bluegrass, Tall Fescue, Ber-
muda Grass, Zoysia), grass seed & 
fertilizer. 
Diana Patton, Emory Patton 

301-384-6300 

TURF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLY, INC. 
Toro turf equipment, Olathe.Chem Pro, 
SDI and Hahn sprayers, Billy Goat, Foley 
grinders, Toro irrigation, PSI and 
commercial pumps, Otterbine Aerators. 
Lynn Matson, Ron Hawkins, Lance 
Ernst, Mike Minard, Paul Standerfer, 
Todd Cowing, Marty Haske, Mike 
Sa la mon 

Bait: 301-796-5575 
D.C. Area: 301-621-2975 

STOUT ENVIRONMENTAL, \UCJ 
DELMARVA DRILLING COMPANY 

Water well construction and service, pump 
installation, service and repair, 
underground storage tank, testing and 
removal, 24-hour emergency service. 
William J. Jefferys 301-793-0219 
R. Michael Collison DE: 302-337-8254 
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Are Doan's Pills the Answer? 
by Steve Potter 

As golf course superintendents, 
one of our biggest risks is chronic 
back injury. Some years ago, 
pesticide exposure was our 
biggest health hazard, but if you 
follow all current safety guide-
lines, exposure to harmful chemi-
cals now is minimal. No matter 
how careful you may be, however, 
you are constantly exposing your 
back to potential injury. 

The most common problem 
is the extensive use of the utility 
vehicle to get around the golf 
course. There is no cart that I am 
aware of that gives adequate 
support to the lower back between 
the fourth and fifth vertebrae. This 
is the location of most back pain. It 
is also almost always where 
ruptured discs are trimmed or 
removed. Every time the cart takes 
a bounce or hits a rough spot, its 
suspension system absorbs as 
much shock as it can but the discs 
in your back absorb the rest. 

Think about how much 
riding you do in a day's time and 
the thousands of small shocks that 
occur. Add to this the number of 
times you twist to get in and out 
of the vehicle. The possibility of 
injury is evident. 

As with many of our prob-

lems, there is no solution but there 
are things you can do to help an 
existing problem or prevent more 
damage: 

• If possible, make your first 
round of the day on foot. This 
saves at least 100 twisting proce-
dures getting in and out of carts. 
An average 18-hole golf course 
can be walked, tee to green, in two 
hours. 

• Get a sport seat such as 
those sold by Ricarro and mount it 
onto your vechicle right through 
the existing cushion. This will 
provide additional shock absorp-
tion and support. 

• Get an air bag that fits 
behind the seat cushion and 
inflate it to provide support and 
cushion right at the fourth and 
fifth vertebrae. 

• Contact a doctor and get a 
book to show you how to take 
care of your back and some simple 
exercises to do at home. 

•Shed the excess pounds that 
add strain on your back. 

•Finally, if all else fails, take 
some Doan's pills and wash them 
down with your favorite beverage. 

note: Brand names listed were for 
convenience only, not as an endorsement 
of the product. 

Mid-Atlantic Association of 
Golf Course Superintendents 
Mitchell Williams, Editor 
Manor Country Club 
14901 Carrolton Road 
Rockville, MD 20853 
(301) 929-1707 

The Golfing Superintendent 
Continued from page 2 

Four said that it would not benefit 
the course. 

My personal observation 
is that I see a lot more detail of the 
golf course as a player than I do 
riding on a utility vehicle or 
walking the golf course. I can tell 
how each green holds a shot. I can 
determine any difference in greens 
speed and I can also recognize any 
unfair or extremely difficult pin 
positions. 

Because I enjoy the game I 
can also relate a little better to that 
member who only has weekends 
off and shows up at 6 a.m. to play 
only to be told by that "darn 
greenskeeper" that he can't go off 
until 9 a.m. because of the frost. 

I also feel that the loudest 
voices heard around the club-
house are the low handicap 
players. The better we relate to 
those voices the more recognition 
and consideration we get from 
them. This not only makes our job 
easier, I think it helps us do a 
better job. 

RESERVATIONS 
( 3 0 1 ) 3 8 1 - 0 0 3 0 




