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DECEMBER - ELECTION MEETING - TURF VALLEY COUNTRY CLUB 
The Mid-Atlantic Association of Golf Course Superintendents 

will meet at the Turf Valley Hotel and Country Club on Tuesday 
the thirteenth of December. This is the annual election meeting. 
Our host for the meeting is Bill Blackert. He has been Superin-
tendent at the club for the last sixteen years. He graduated from 
the Turf program at the Institute of Applied Agriculture at Mary-
land in 1967. Some of Bills7 fellow graduates in that class (the first) 
were: Wayne Evans, Dave Cammarota, Craig. Spotswood, and 
Mike McKenzie. Bill went on to receive his Bachelors Degree in 
Agronomy from Maryland in 1971. Before becoming the Assist-
ant Superintendent at Turf Valley in 1972 Bill worked as a 
Research Agronomist at the U.S.D.A. in Beltsville. He worked 
with George Riddle as his Assistant before taking over as 
Superintendent. 

Bill and his wife Elizabeth live on a small farm in central 
Howard County. They have two children, Bill 16 and Beth 13. 
They live in a charming old home that has been in his wife's 
family since 1732. 

Founded in 1957, Turf Valley, a privately owned club, has had 
three owners in its thirty year history. The present owners, 
Nicholas B. Mangione and family, bought the club in 1978. 
Under the auspices of Mr. Mangione, the club has undergone 
numerous improvements and expansions during the past 
decade. The addition of automatic irrigation to 18 holes and the 
enlargement of numerous tees as well as the driving range, 
along with the aesthetic enhancement created by the addition 
of trees and thousands of flowers are among the many improve-
ments made to the golf course. In order to better serve a rapidly 
growing membership, Mr. Mangione has also overseen the 

renovation and enlargement of the clubhouse, the building of a 
new Pro Shop, and the construction of a new cart storage facility 
which houses 175 golf carts. 

Although all of the improvements made during the Mangione 
tenure have been impressive, none has made a greater impact 
than the recent construction of a 20 million dollar hotel and 
conference center. Opened in July of 1988, this newest facility 
boasts 173 rooms, 10 suites, 6 conference rooms and 2 restaurants. 
In conjunction with the hotel, two tennis courts, a pool, parking 
lots and a new putting green were also constructed. The Turf 
Valley maintenance crew was responsible for ail of the landscap-
ing, grading, seeding and cross-tie wall installation around the 
hotel area. 

Turf Valley Hotel and Country Club will continue to expand 
next year by adding another 18 hole course to the 36 holes which 
presently exist. The new course will be built in two stages of 9 
holes each. Hopefully, the first nine holes will open in either the 
fall of 1989 or the spring of 1990. 

At this time, Turf Valley is the "home" of over 1000 golf mem-
bers who, along with over 200 yearly outings, generate an 
astounding 95,000 plus rounds of golf annually. 

The maintenance of the courses at Turf Valley includes mow-
ing the greens five times a week at a height of 5/32 of an inch. 
The greens are also topdressed six times a year as well as aerified 
in both spring and fall. 

The tees at Turf Valley are mowed three times a week at 3/4 of 
an inch while fairways are mowed an equal number of times at a 
height of 7/8 of an inch. 

Continued on page 3 

SOUTH 
m i I D C C 



Mid-Atlantic Association of 
Golf Course Superintendents 

N E W S L E T T E R 
Published by this Association to aid the 
advancement of the Golf Course Super-
intendent through education and merit. 

Lee Dieter, C.G.C.S. 
Editor 

1988 Officers and Directors 
President George Renault 
Vice President Walter Montross 
Secretary Bill Neus 
Treasurer Nick Vance 
President Emeritus Lee Dieter 
Educational Steve Cohoon 
Membership Steve Nash 
Golf Tom Regan 
Social & Benevolence Ken Ingram 
Ed i to r i a l & P u b l i c l y - T e s t e r T a n n e r -
Finance Steve Potter 

A SPECIAL THANKS 
by Ron Hawkins 

It was one year ago June when I came 
to Washington, D.C. from Oklahoma. 
There Bermudagrass grows fast, Bent-
grass grows great, Poa, well Roundup 
takes care of that. The humidity is not as 
bad in Oklahoma but the wind blows a 
lot harder and more often. I have found 
this area to be a challenging area to grow 
and maintain a golf course. The 1988 
season was a dandy to put it mildly. 

A special thanks goes from me to all 
the Washington area Mid-Atlantic super-
intendents and distributors for your 
helping hand, warm greetings and 
acceptance into this truly professional 
chapter of the GCSAA. Thanks everyone! 

Welcome New 
Members 

by Steven Nash, CGC5 

The following persons have been 
accepted for membership in our associa-
tion. Please make them feel welcome the 
next time you see them. 

Christopher Ayres, Class D 
Assistant Supt., Bethesda Country Club 

Gerald Hasbargen, Class A 
Supt., Marlborough Country Club 

Marty Haske, Class F 
Irrigation Sales, TESCO 

Andrew Donelson, Class B 
Assistant Supt., Woodholme Country Club 

Kenneth Pepple, Class D "NR" 
Assistant Supt., Lanerch Country Club 

Robert Ruff Jr., Class A-CGCS 
Supt., Wintergreen Country Club 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
by Wayne Evans, CGCS 

Last night my wife Carol and I attended a 25th anniversary. I was so impressed by the 
affair that I wanted to write this article for the newsletter immediately. We attended the 
affair with a dozen other area superintendens and their wives and 200 or so other 
friends, family, and Country Club of Fairfax members who had gathered to honor Sam 
Kessel. The Country Club of Fairfax was honoring him for this twenty-five years of dedi-
cated service to the club. 

When we superintendents get together these days and we talk alot about how we 
are unappreciated. We speculate that after twenty-five years the only thing we might 
get is a thanks but what will you do for us tomorrow. Last night we were witnesses to a 
genuine outpouring of thanks to Sam from some very appreciative people. Sam was 
brought up to the front of the room by the President of the club. A brief talk about Sam 
told of his boyhood days when he caddied for President Eisenhoweg in Gettysburg. A 
few stories were told about Sam's years at Fairfax and about how they asked Sam to be 
Superintendent when Charlie Schalestock left. The Club then presented Sam and Sue 
with a beautiful crystal lamp, a quail hunting trip, and a check. 

When Sam was asked to say a few words he was his same unassuming self as always. 
He recognized his Mom ancf Dad and other members of this family. He thanked his wife 
Sue and his children Beth and Tom for putting up with the many years sharing him with 
the golf course. The long hours, vacationless summers, and the times when he brought 
his troubles home to them. I don't know about the other people in the room but I had a 
lump in my throat as big as a tennis ball. 

Superintendents young and old can take a lesson from a man like Sam. Sam like us all 
has had good years and bad. His golf course like all others has had its ups and downs. 
Sam has been through it all and has remained consistent with his goal, a great golf 
course. He has the admiration and respect of his club members. Sam has achieved what 
we all desire, the respect of our members, our employers, and our fellow professionals. 

In addition to his success at his profession, he has a great family. Behind every 
successful man there is a close knit supportive family. So here's to you Sam. Congratula-
tions on twenty-five years of a job well done. You are indeed an example we can all 
learn from, a quality superintendent, a great husband and father, and most important of 
all, a friend to all of us. 
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Date 

December 13 

January 9 

January 9-11 

January 16 

January 17-19 

February 6-13 

March 14 

April 11 

April 17 

May 9 

June 13 

July 11 

August 9 (Wed.) 

September 12 

October 10 

November 14 

December 6 (Wed.) 

Location/Host 

Turf Valley Country Club 
William Blackert 

GCSAA Seminar 
Budgeting and Forecasting 

Maryland Turfgrass Expo 88 

GCSAA Seminar - Negotiating 

Virginia Turfgrass Conference 

60th GCSAA International 
Golf Course Conference 

Chevy Chase Country Club 
George Renault, CGCS 

Laytonsville Golf Course 
Nick Vance, CGCS 

GCSAA Seminar 
Golf Course Safety, Security, and 
Risk Management 

Chantilly Golf and Country Club 
Thomas Knoll 

International Town and Country Club 
Steven Nash, CGCS 

Ocean Pines Country Club 
Randy Dayton 

Bretton Woods Country Club 
Gerald Gerard, CGCS 

Suburban Club of Baltimore County 
Robert Miller, CGCS 

Bonnie View Country Club 
Kenneth Braun 

Manor Country Club 
Mitchell Williams 

Hillendale Country Club 
John Hoover 

Speaker/Topic 

Election Meeting 

Maryland Conference 

Conference and Trade Show 

Virginia Conference 

Conference and Trade Show 

Conference and Trade Show 
Anaheim, California 

Joint Meeting with the USGA 
Stanley Zontek, Regional Director 

To be announced 

Springfield Golf and Country Club 

Superintendent-Professional 
Golf Tournament 

To be announced 

To be announced 

Annual Picnic 

Memorial Tournament 

Memorial Tournament 

To be announced 

To be announced 

1988-1989 MAAGCS SCHEDULE 



TRY COMMUNICATING 
by Tom Regan, CCCS 

At most clubs in our area the Superintendent is known as the guy who takes care of 
the golf course, and tries to keep the course green. Everyone knows us, but do they 
really know us? At most clubs there is a monthly newsletter, and some of us are asked to 
contribute a column about the goings on around the golf course. We explain aerifica-
tion, when we plan on aerifying, course condition, all of the related subjects we are paid 
to perform. From a PR standpoint this is good, the members who read this information 
know first hand what it is we are doing, and it eliminates many rumors which have a 
tendency to circulate around the club or in the Mens' Grille. A good example of this 
happened to me this past fall. We have a considerable amount of Poa Annua on certain 
greens here at Bethesda Country Club, and I was determined to tackle this problem 
with "TGR". I knew of the pitfalls, discoloration, green speed, bumpy putting surfaces, 
timing, etc. . . ., but prior to application of this product I began writing in my monthly 
newsletter column about what was going to happen, and what the membership should 
expect to observe when they were playing. There was some concern on my part, that 
maybe I made a mistake, the greens were rather unsightly, fortunately for the little PR 
work done prior to the application with an explanation to the end result, there were no 
unfavorable comments. Complaints? Yes we had some, that's the nature of the Beast. 
But as we all know, communication is probably 70% of our job. We all communicate 
with our members, but do we do it effectively? Do the members really know us? I think 
more respect is given to us professionally, if we write our column and add such things as 
homeowner lawn tips, give an explanation of why the leaves turn color in the fall, what 
grasses grow better for the homeowner, tips on Christmas tree care, why there are frost 
delays on the course in the mornings, other than it kills the grass. Little things like this, 
which we take for granted, are sometimes very beneficial to the layman. It also gives the 
membership a better understanding of our profession, which is more than that of a grass 
grower. Food for thought. 

GET WELL QUICK 
We have heard that our good friend 

Dr. Fred Grau has been in the hospital 
and was recovering in the Carriage l—l111 
Nursing Home. By the time you receive 
this letter he will be back home in College 
Park. For those of you that would like to 
get in touch the address is: Dr. Fred Grau, 
4604 Amherst Road, Box AA, College 
Park, Maryland 20740-1014. We all wish 
him the best for a speedy recovery. We 
received word of his problem at a late 
date. Sorry for the late notice. 

Vince Triplett Fund 
The Mid-Atlantic Association was 

notified by John Segui, GCSAA President 
at the October meeting that our request 
to the National had been acted upon. 
The National Board had voted on our re-
quest for special attention for the family 
of Vince Triplett and had approved it. 
John presented us with a check for the 
family at the meeting. Donations are still 
beging accepted for the memorial fund, 
a check will be presented before 
Christmas to his family. Thanks. 

Dues Increase 
The Board of Directors at its last meet-

ing approved a dues increase for the up-
coming year. Plans are in the works for 
more member services and publicity. The 
dues for all members, accept assistants 
and non resident, will be $70, assistants 
will pay $55, and non-residents $35. 

Nominating 
Committee Report 

The Nominating Committee, Lee 
Dieter, Chairman, and members Bob 
Miller and Sam Kessel met and have the 
following slate to present to the member-
ship. For President, Walter Montross; 
Vice President, Bill Neus; Treasurer, Nick 
Vance; Secretary, Steve Cohoon, and 
Lester Tanner; and for Directors (2) Donn 
Dietrick, Joel Ratcliff, Lou Rudinski, and 
James Meier. Nominations will be ac-
cepted at the meeting from the floor. 
Second Notice. 

NEW ARRIVAL 
Congratulations to Tom and Karen 

Walsh on the birth of a daughter, Sarah 
Christine, born the 14th of September. 
The picture is of the proud couple at our 
60th anniversary - Ladies Night. 

DECEMBER MEETING 
Continued from page 1 

Greens are fertilized with 41/2 lbs. of 
nitrogen and 41/2 lbs. of potash. Tees 
receive 4V2 lbs. of nitrogen while fairways 
receive 2Vi lbs. of nitrogen. The crabgrass 
control program consists of betasan on 
greens, ronstar on tees, and balan on 
fairways. 

THE MEETING: Starting times are 
required for golf. Golf will be played on 
the north course from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m., please call (301) 465-1504. Lunch 
will be available (cash) in the terrace 
room from 11:00 a.m. on. The meeting 
will begin with cocktails at 6:00 p.m. and 
dinner at 7:00 p.m. Reservations for 
dinner must be made at the Mid-Atlantic 
office (301) 381-0030. 

DIRECTIONS: Baltimore Beltway (695) 
to exit — Interstate 70 west, to Marritville 
Road turn left (south), to US Route 40 
turn left (east), to Turf Valley Road turn 
left, to Club entrance on the left. 

Host Bill Blackert, CCCS 

RESERVATIONS 
(301) 381-0030 

MAAGCS 
Scholarship Winner 

by Walter Montross, CGCS 

Robert Wrenn is the Mid-Atlantic 
scholarship winner for 1988. Robert is 
originally from Cleveland, Ohio, he 
moved to the Baltimore area in 1985. His 
first golf course experience was at the 
Pine Ridge Golf Course working for 
Kevin Pryseski. He stayed at Pine Ridge 
for 21/2 years. During this time he entered 
the Institute of Applied Agriculture at the 
University of Maryland. Subsequently he 
has gone to work for Mike Larsen at 
Woodmont C.C. Robert intends to 
graduate from Maryland in May. Con-
gratulations Bob on your award. 



Aqua-Flo, Inc. 
Buckner.PVC Pipe. Fittings. Pump Station Fabrication 
and Irrigation system design. Hammonton. Nj and 
Chantilly, VA. 
Philip F. DeMarco 1-(800) 524-0895 
Rick Hill (703)635-7155 

Atlas Stump Removal 
Tree Pruning & Removal, Chipper Rental 
Bob Tasker, Cheryl Guynn (301) 649-1200 

B & G Tennis Supplies 
Tennis Nets - Tenex Tapes - Nails - Drag Brooms - Line 
Sweepers - S Hooks - Ty wraps - Tidy Courts - Rol dri s 
- 6' & 9' Open Mesh or Closed Wind Screens - Har Tru 
Surfacing Material - Herons Rollers 
Grant Pensinger or Bob Miller (301) 363-8310 

Centreville Sod Growers 
Bluegrass, Sod Blends and Turf-type Tall Fescues. 
Sheldon & Craig Betterly (703) 361-8338 

Conway, Inc. 
Ransomes Bob Cat, Shindaiwa, Trimmers, Little Won-
der, Durand Wayland Sprayers, Terra Aerators, Chain 
Saws and Pumps. 
John Mattsen, Jim Duvall. Jacqui Kildale 
Wash. (301) 953-9220 Bait: (301) 792-7383 

Cornell Chemical & Equipment Co., Inc. 
Golf Course Chemicals 
Cliff Case, Donald Klein (301) 636-2400 

C.Z. Enterprises, Inc. 
Water Well and Pump Service and Repair. 24 hour 
emergency service to wells, pumps and irrigation 
equipment and controls. Preventative maintenance 
contracts, annual testing and inspection available. 
Geoffrey Moses Bait: (301) 841-6710 
Conrad Zittinger Wash: (301) 261-8855 

Egypt Farms, Inc. 
Golf Green Topdressing, Construction Mixes. White 
Trap Sand, IBDU & Par-Ex Fertilizers. R & R Parts, 
Warren's Spunbound Fabrics. Gypsum and Mulch, 
Aqua Aid. 
Dave Cammarota, John Strickland, Carroll Davjs, Jeff 
Lacour (301) 335-3700 

E-Z Go Mid-Atlantic 
GXT-1500, GXT-800 and GXT-300 Turf and utility 
vehicles and accessories. New and Used Golf Cars. 
Rick Arnold. Roscoe Shupe, John Terminella and Paul 
Tideman. Bait: (301) 792-4699 
„Rich: (804) 262-3275 Wash: (301) 948-2920 

Finch Golf & Turf Company. 
John Deere Turf Equipment 
Brouwer Turf & Harvester Equipment 
Brillion Seeders - Scott Johnson 
Mowing Machine Grinders & Reels 
Agri-Metal & Saxon Blower-Vac. P.O. 
minster, Md. 
(301) 876-2211 

Mike Witt 
Scott Johnson 

Ed Childs 
Ray Finch 

Box 565, West-

(800) 445-5119 
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Lee C. Dieter, C.G.C.S., Editor 
5106 N. 33rd Street 

Arlington, VA 22207 
(703) 538-6489 

G.L Cornell Company 
Jacobsen Turf Equipment Terry Hill 
Cushman/Ryan Turf Equipment Russ Bull 
Rain Bird Irrigation Mark Little 
Club Car, Columbia Par Car Randy Reed 
Bean Sprayers. National Mowers Bill Brown 
Standard, Par Aide Golf Supplies Bob Lynch 
(301) 948-2000, (800) 492-1373 Wayne Evans 

Harford Industrial Minerals, Inc., foppa, Md. 
TD 1000, Top-Dressing Blend; T'nG for Bunkers and 
Straight Sand Topdressing; CM plus for Construction. 
Dorothy Stancill (301) 679-9191 

Lea's Green Meadows, Inc. 
Fertilizers, Chemicals, Grass Seed, Spreaders, Power 
Sprayers, Tools, Safety Equipment and Supplies. 
.Herb Lea, Harry Fridley (202) 488-1818 

Lebanon Total Turf Care — A Division of Lebanon 
Chemical Corporation 
Manufacturers and Formulators of Country Club, 
Greenskeepen and Leba^n Professional Turf Product 
Fertilizers. PA (717) 273-1687 
Junior Ruckman (703) 869-2628 
Ed Price (800) 233-0628 
Dick Calhoun (717) 838-1169 

LESCO, Inc. 
A complete line of Quality Professional Turf Mainte-
nance Products. Ask us about the LESCO 300 Greens-
mower and th£j.ESCO_50Q Fairway Mower. 
Vanessa Jensen Toll Free: (800) 321-5325 
Ed Cinkole (800) 321-5325 

Lofts/Mary and Grass Seed and Fertilizer 
Kevin Driscoll Local: (301) 937-9292 
Tim Danaher In State: 1 (800) 732-7773 

Out of State: 1 (800) 732-3332 

McDonald & Sons, Inc. 
Golf Course & Park, Construction & Maintenance 
John "Chip" McDonald (301) 799-7740 

Moore Golf, Inc. 
Construction of Golf Courses, Turf Irrigation Systems, 
Parks and Athletic Fields. 
David Canavan, Robert M. Ryan (703) 825-9211 

Newsom Seed Co., Rockville, MD 
Grass Seed, New Varieties, Custom Mixes, Fertilizers 
and Chemicals. 
Strick Newsom 
Bob Terry (301) 762-20% 

Par-Ex Professional Products 
Slow Release Fertilizer with IBDU, IBDU/SCU. 
R.A. "Dick" Doyle (301) 357-8056 
Estech, Inc., P.O. Box 512, Winter Haven, Florida 
33882-0512 (813) 294-2567 

First Class Mail 
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Piedmont Tractor Company, Inc. 
John Deere Golf & Turf Equipment. Turner Boom 
Mowers, Allied Products. 
Paul Hartzell 
Chris Johnson 1 (800) 345-7012 
Benny Melampy (804) 977-8100 

Pro-Lawn Products, Inc. 
Technical and Planning Services. Professional UF & 
SCU Fertilizers, Pesticides (Fungicides, Herbicides, 
Insecticides, etc.), Turf Seeds (Bents, Ryes, Blues, 
Fescues,etc.), Soil Amendments, Limestone Products. 
981 Hacienda Ct., Westminster. Md. 21157 
Tom Malehorn (301) 876-7474 

Russell Roberts Co., Inc. 
Golf Course Architects and Builder. Irrigation Systems 
and Pumping Stations. 
Jack Roberts (301) 253-4066 
Russell Roberts (301) 762-3270 
James Roberts (301) 977-7%1 

Scott's Proturf Division 
Soil Testing, Programming, Turf Technology, Fertil-
izers to meet today's needs. Herbicides to solve 
Monocot & Dicot weed problems. Growth Regulators 
- New Technology to control POA. 
Mike Layel Va: (804) 565-2763 
Rich Schneider Md: (301) 586-1415 

Seed Corporation of America 
Over 100 Varieties of Turf Seeds, Fertilizers & Turf 
Chemicals. Over 50 Years in Business. P.O. Box 27174, 
Baltimore. Md. 
Ed Pacilio, Tracy Stearns Baltimore: (301) 685-6900 
Gus Day, Alan Rosoff Toll Free Md: (800) 527-5444 

Outside Md: (800) 482-4455 

Share Corporation 
Liquid Turf Maintenance Products, Vehicle Mainte-
nance Products. 
Ed Howser (301)465-8154 
Milwaukee, Wl (414) 355-4000 
Tow Howser 

Shenandoah Area (301) 729-1206 

Summit Hall Turf Farm, Inc. 
Meyer Z-52 Zoysia (Sod or Plugs), Premium Bluegrass 
Blend (Sod), Imported Tali Fescue Blend (Sod). 

(301)948-2900 
Brian K. Finger and Frank H. Wilmot-*'* ^ ^ 
Turf Center, Inc. 
Premium Turf (Bluegrass, Tall Fescue, Bermuda-graSs? 
Zoysia), Grass Seed, Fertilizer. 
Diana Patton, Emory Patton (301) 384-6300 

Turf Equipment and Supply Company, Inc. 
Toro Turf Equipment, Olathe, Giant Vac, Yanmar 
Tractors, SDI Sprayers, Solo, Mars, Billy Goat, Snoco, 
Toro Irrigation, PSI Pumps, Otterbine, Clayton Valves. 
Lynn Matson, Bill Hughes, Lance Ernst, Mike Minard, 
Paul Standerfer, Todd Cowing, Marty Haske, Mike 
Salamon. 
Baltimore: (301) 7%-5575 DC Area: (301) 621-2975 
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