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Memorial Trophy Honors the Late Bob Shields 
By Nick Vance 
Golf Chairman 

Under our new policy of dedicating the memorial trophy given to the net winner 
in the annual Mid-Atlantic golf championship to a past member each year, L.R. 
(Bob) Shields was chosen as the name to appear on the trophy for 1986. That trophy 
went to Sam Kessel, who had a net score of 70. 

Although I did not know Bob Shields as well as many of our members did, I 
found that everyone who did know him well had their own 
store of memories and tales about Bob, some of them profes-
sional, others about character, but all told from the heart 

In writing about Bob shortly after his death in 1982, 
Craig Spottswood, one of his close friends, commented that 
although Bob had been born in 1912, he did not become 
involved with golf courses until 1946, when he started work-
ing at Annapolis Roads Country Club with his brothers, Roy 
and Ray. He became superintendent at Sligo Park Golf 
Course in 1948, remaining there for four years until he took 
over as superintendent at Woodmont Country Club in 
Rockvme, a post he held until his death. — ~ — 

An active MAAGCS member, he was chosen as the associ-
ation's president in 1951 and was re-elected in 1952, the year he attended his first 
National Conference; he never missed one after that. Bob edited the MAAGCS news-
letter from 1953 to 1963, and in 1964 he was elected to the GCSAA vice-presidency. 
He became national president in 1965. During this time, he was instrumental in the 
establishment of the two-year turfgrass program at the University of Maryland. In 
1971, he was named Mid-Atlantic superintendent of the year and then served three 
more years as the local association's president. 

In ending his 1982 article, Craig commented that, "Everyone associated with the 
green industry will miss the presence of this leader." The Bob Shields Memorial 
Trophy thus has great significance for us all, especially for the man who won it, Sam 
Kessel, a good friend and "fishing buddy" of the man we've honored this year. 
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From The Golf World 
One of the features of the GCSAA 

International Golf Course Conference 
and Show starting January 26 in Phoenix 
will be the release of the 1986 Golf 
Course Maintenance Report. Based on a 
survey of every golf course in the nation 
by the GCSAA and the National Golf 
Foundation, the report will invite 
comparison with the 1984 survey report, 
which disclosed that an estimated $1.7 
billion is spent on golf course mainten-
ance each year and that U.S golf courses 
had an equipment inventory valued at 
over $1.8 billion. 

An interesting development at the 
Fall Session of the PGA Board of 
Directors on Oct. 1 is that the PGA 
plans to go into the golf consulting, 

The program, which is expected to 
broaden the association's financial base, 
promote jobs for PGA members, help 
educate them in business management, 
and make them more effective as golf 
business leaders, will be conducted 
through a subsidiary with headquarters 
in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. The 
PGA is thus following the lead of the 
PGA Tour, which owns and operates 13 
Tournament Players Courses and plans 
to build or purchase more. 

The latest "Best" gimmick is the 
selection by various magazines and 
associations of the 18 "best holes" or 
"toughest holes" in the U.S. or the 
world. Apparently selection of the 
world's and U.S.'s best golf courses is 
getting tired, forcing promoters to come 
up with something new and, they hope, 
different. 

DIAMOND RIDGE MEETING 
(Continued from page 1) 

lack of a water supply. With no ground-
water under the course and municipal 
water not yet available, water for greens 
and tees must be brought in by tanker 
truck starting in July and discharged 
into the smalfHrrigation fak^ that during 
the rest of the year collects runoff water. 

The evening meeting will be held at 
the nearby Ramada Hotel, since the 
course has neither shower nor dining 
facilities. For this reason, only jackets 
and not ties will be required for the 
meeting. Speaker at the meeting will be 
Kurt Bluemel of Bluemel Nursery who 
is a national authority on ornamental 
grasses, sedges, and rushes, having intro-
duced dozens of varieties of plants from 
around the world into this country; he 
has recently returned from his third 
collection trip to Africa. 

The November host, Howard Gaskill, 
was born in southern New Jersey, 
graduated from Colorado State Univer-
sity with a degree in horticulture, and 
stayed in Colorado as a superintendent 
for 14 years, serving two terms as presi-

dent of the Rocky Mountain GCSA. He 
was a tech rep forO.M. Scotts for seven 
years before joining Baltimore County. 

Directions to the course are: From 
the Baltimore Beltway, I-695, take the 
Security Boulevard exit (No. 17), go 
west on Security for 0.6 miles to Roll-
ing Road, turn right, go a half-mile to 

^hê  first traffic light and turn left onto 
Dogwood Road. Go 1 mile before 
turning right onto Ridge Road; course is 
0.3 miles. The Ramada is just off Exit 
17; from the Beltway, take Security 
Blvd. west for approximately 400 yards. 
Turn right on Belmont Ave. and go 1 
block to the Ramada. 

The program for November 11 is: 
Lunch - Not available 
Golf- 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

(call 944-6607) for starting times) 
Cocktails - 5:30 p.m. at the Ramada 
Dinner - 6:30 p.m. (cost $18) 
Meeting - 7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Schedule 1986 
December 9 - Green Spring Valley 

Hunt Club, Grant Pensinger, host 


