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Regan, Kessel Win Championship Trophies Presidents Message 
Now, at last, is the time when most 

of us can breath a sigh of relief because 
the hot, dry weather is behind us and 
those glorious, crisp days of Fall with all 
the leaves in their 
autumn colors are 
here. You thought 
they'd never get 
here, didn't you? 

Recently, I re-
ceived a letter from 
an old friend and 
retired MAAGCS 
member, Alex Wat-
son. Al wrote to let 
me know that he is now classified as a 
Class AA Life Member by the GCSAA 
because of his 25 years of national 
membership, and his CGCS title is a 
permanent designation. Congratulations, 
Al, from everyone in the Mid-Atlantic. 

A special thanks goes to Dick Giesel-
man, who was our host at the well-
attended October meeting at his course, 
Flidden Creek Country Club. Our 
November meeting will take place at 
Diamond Ridge Golf Course, and 
Howard Gaskill will be our host, Please 
make sure you call our office to make 
reservations, and remember, we have a 
new telephone number, (301) 381-0030. 

Jerry Gerard, President 

Tom Regan (I.) receives the Ruben Hines Trophy for iov gross from Larry Cornell of G.L. 
Cornell Co., while at right, Sam Kessel is presented with the bob Shields Trophy by Lynn Matson 
of the Turf Equipment and Supply Co. 

The sun shone brightly and briefly as 
competitors in the 1986 MAAGCS 
Championship teed off in a shotgun 
start at Hidden Creek Country Club on 
October 14. Then the rains came. After 
soaking the course, the showers moved 
along, and play was resumed. Light rain 
interrupted golf from time to time, but 
the cloudburst hit just as most golfers 
had two or three holes left. Despite the 
flow of water across the greens, every 
one stuck it ont, and when the soggy 
scorecards were handed in, Tom Regan 
of Bethesda Country Club had won low 
gross with a 79 and Sam Kessel of 
Country Club of Fairfax had taken low 
net with a 70. Respectively, they 
received the Ruben Hines Trophy 
donated by G.L. Cornell Co. and the 
new Bob Shields Trophy presented by 
TESCO. 

Other prize winners were Virgil 
Robinson, who was second gross with 
81; Joel Rate I iff, third with 82; and Jeff 
Yingling, fourth with 89; Tom Walsh, 
who took second net with 71; Steve 
Nash, third with 73, matching out 
Walter Montross, who also had 73. In 
the guest division, Ed Cashman won 
gross with a 77 and Claud Corrigan took 
net with 76. 

Diamond Ridge Set 
For Nov. 11 Meeting 

One of the busiest courses in the 
Baltimore-Washington area will be host 
to the November 11 meeting of the 
MAAGCS, and Diamond Ridge Golf 
Course will also be the scene of the final 
round of the 1986 point tournament. 
Diamond Ridge, which was built in 
1968, was designed by architect Eddie 
Ault and is operated by the Baltimore 
County Department of Recreation and 
Parks; its 6,356 yards (white tees) are 
laid out on rolling, wooded land outside 
the Baltimore Beltway. 

Howard Gaskill, superintendent at 
Diamond Ridge and the county's other 
two courses for the past five years, 
comments that a USGA Public Links 
Committee member has evaulated Dia-
mond Ridge as the top public course he 
had played, based on standard criteria 
of shot value, payability, design balance, 
memorability, esthetics, and condition. 
He points out that the courses two 
major problems are its popularity (some 
60,000 rounds a year are now played, 
compared to 40,000 in 1980) and its 

(Continued on page 2) 

Candidates Picked 
For December Vote 

This year's Nominating Committee 
has presented its slate to the Board of 
Directors, and running for office are the 
following, who are to be voted on at the 
December 9 meeting at Green Spring 
Valley Hunt Club: For President, Lee 
Dieter; Vice President, George Renault; 
Secretary, Bill Neus and Ken Ingram; 
Treasurer, Walter Montross; three-year 
terms as directors, Howard Gaskill and 
Steve Cohoon. Nominations can also be 
made from the floor. 
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Memorial Trophy Honors the Late Bob Shields 
By Nick Vance 
Golf Chairman 

Under our new policy of dedicating the memorial trophy given to the net winner 
in the annual Mid-Atlantic golf championship to a past member each year, L.R. 
(Bob) Shields was chosen as the name to appear on the trophy for 1986. That trophy 
went to Sam Kessel, who had a net score of 70. 

Although I did not know Bob Shields as well as many of our members did, I 
found that everyone who did know him well had their own 
store of memories and tales about Bob, some of them profes-
sional, others about character, but all told from the heart 

In writing about Bob shortly after his death in 1982, 
Craig Spottswood, one of his close friends, commented that 
although Bob had been born in 1912, he did not become 
involved with golf courses until 1946, when he started work-
ing at Annapolis Roads Country Club with his brothers, Roy 
and Ray. He became superintendent at Sligo Park Golf 
Course in 1948, remaining there for four years until he took 
over as superintendent at Woodmont Country Club in 
Rockvme, a post he held until his death. — ~ — 

An active MAAGCS member, he was chosen as the associ-
ation's president in 1951 and was re-elected in 1952, the year he attended his first 
National Conference; he never missed one after that. Bob edited the MAAGCS news-
letter from 1953 to 1963, and in 1964 he was elected to the GCSAA vice-presidency. 
He became national president in 1965. During this time, he was instrumental in the 
establishment of the two-year turfgrass program at the University of Maryland. In 
1971, he was named Mid-Atlantic superintendent of the year and then served three 
more years as the local association's president. 

In ending his 1982 article, Craig commented that, "Everyone associated with the 
green industry will miss the presence of this leader." The Bob Shields Memorial 
Trophy thus has great significance for us all, especially for the man who won it, Sam 
Kessel, a good friend and "fishing buddy" of the man we've honored this year. 

Published by this Association to aid the 
advancement of the Golf Course Super-
intendent through education and merit. 

Claud Corrigan, Editor 
Joe Gambatese, Photographer 

1986 Officers and Directors 
President Gerald Gerard 
Vice President Lee Dieter 
Secretary George Renault 
Treasurer Walter Montross 
President-Emeritus Mike Larsen 
Educational Chairman . . . Ken Ingram 
Member Chairman . . . Virgil Robinson 
Golf Chairman Nick Vance 
Social & Benevolence—. . , . . Bill Nous 
Editorial & Publicity . . . Lester Tanner 
Finance Chairman Steve Nash 

From The Golf World 
One of the features of the GCSAA 

International Golf Course Conference 
and Show starting January 26 in Phoenix 
will be the release of the 1986 Golf 
Course Maintenance Report. Based on a 
survey of every golf course in the nation 
by the GCSAA and the National Golf 
Foundation, the report will invite 
comparison with the 1984 survey report, 
which disclosed that an estimated $1.7 
billion is spent on golf course mainten-
ance each year and that U.S golf courses 
had an equipment inventory valued at 
over $1.8 billion. 

An interesting development at the 
Fall Session of the PGA Board of 
Directors on Oct. 1 is that the PGA 
plans to go into the golf consulting, 

The program, which is expected to 
broaden the association's financial base, 
promote jobs for PGA members, help 
educate them in business management, 
and make them more effective as golf 
business leaders, will be conducted 
through a subsidiary with headquarters 
in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. The 
PGA is thus following the lead of the 
PGA Tour, which owns and operates 13 
Tournament Players Courses and plans 
to build or purchase more. 

The latest "Best" gimmick is the 
selection by various magazines and 
associations of the 18 "best holes" or 
"toughest holes" in the U.S. or the 
world. Apparently selection of the 
world's and U.S.'s best golf courses is 
getting tired, forcing promoters to come 
up with something new and, they hope, 
different. 

DIAMOND RIDGE MEETING 
(Continued from page 1) 

lack of a water supply. With no ground-
water under the course and municipal 
water not yet available, water for greens 
and tees must be brought in by tanker 
truck starting in July and discharged 
into the smalfHrrigation fak^ that during 
the rest of the year collects runoff water. 

The evening meeting will be held at 
the nearby Ramada Hotel, since the 
course has neither shower nor dining 
facilities. For this reason, only jackets 
and not ties will be required for the 
meeting. Speaker at the meeting will be 
Kurt Bluemel of Bluemel Nursery who 
is a national authority on ornamental 
grasses, sedges, and rushes, having intro-
duced dozens of varieties of plants from 
around the world into this country; he 
has recently returned from his third 
collection trip to Africa. 

The November host, Howard Gaskill, 
was born in southern New Jersey, 
graduated from Colorado State Univer-
sity with a degree in horticulture, and 
stayed in Colorado as a superintendent 
for 14 years, serving two terms as presi-

dent of the Rocky Mountain GCSA. He 
was a tech rep forO.M. Scotts for seven 
years before joining Baltimore County. 

Directions to the course are: From 
the Baltimore Beltway, I-695, take the 
Security Boulevard exit (No. 17), go 
west on Security for 0.6 miles to Roll-
ing Road, turn right, go a half-mile to 

^hê  first traffic light and turn left onto 
Dogwood Road. Go 1 mile before 
turning right onto Ridge Road; course is 
0.3 miles. The Ramada is just off Exit 
17; from the Beltway, take Security 
Blvd. west for approximately 400 yards. 
Turn right on Belmont Ave. and go 1 
block to the Ramada. 

The program for November 11 is: 
Lunch - Not available 
Golf- 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

(call 944-6607) for starting times) 
Cocktails - 5:30 p.m. at the Ramada 
Dinner - 6:30 p.m. (cost $18) 
Meeting - 7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Schedule 1986 
December 9 - Green Spring Valley 

Hunt Club, Grant Pensinger, host 



Protect Greens From 
Winter Desiccation 

With winter's cold winds only a few 
months away, the latest Turfcomm 
from Dr. Douglas Hawes deals with 
some of the steps that can be taken to 
prevent loss of turf in bentgrass putting 
greens from winter desiccation. For 
better winter survival, he suggests you 
be sure and apply adequate amounts of 
potassium and iron to greens in early 
Fall, including raising the height of cut 

in late September and topdressing 
where desiccation is a perennial problem. 

To provide adequate potassium, ap-
ply 4 pounds of potassium sulfate per 
thousand square feet before September 
is over and water it in; it should be ap-
plied again a month before the ground 
freeze? for The winter. Iron sulfate 
should be applied at 2 ounces per 
thousand every other week for three 
applications before the ground freezes. 
Two ounces of sulfuric acid per 100 gal-
lons of water is helpful in getting this 
material to dissolve in the spray tank 
where high pH water is a problem. 

Other measures Doug suggests are 
preventive snow mold fungicide applica-
tions, heavy sand top dressing (up to 
%" ) , occasional winter watering in De-
cember, January, and February, and 
covering the greens. Covers have a num-
ber of drawbacks, despite preventing 
moisture loss and allowing light to pene-
trate. They promote snow mold attacks, 
are expensive, do not allow play when 
in place, and leave the covered grass 
quite tender so that a length of rela-
tively mild weather is necessary to 
harden it after the cover is removed in 
the Spring. 

Writing Awards Open 
Articles from MAAGCS members are 

always welcome in this newsletter, but 
in 1987, a $100 savings bond will go to 
the member who authors the article 
adjudged best. In addition, members 
who contribute a "Tip of the Month," a 
short description of some procedure 
they have developed and recommend to 
others, will receive a $25 bond; Tip 
awards will be made each month. 

NEW MEMBER 
John A. Terminella, Class F 
E-Z-Go Sales Representative 

Gaithersburg, MD 

SULFUR: Friend or Foe? 
by Tom Lubin 

There has been much talk this past year about sulfur and its benefits, but in most 
cases people have used the two most common forms of sulfur (elemental sulfur and 
sulfate ion) interchangeably. The problem is not with the materials but with how 
they have been used. 

E L EMENTAL S U L F U R (S) This element exists most commonly in S8 rings which 
will convert to sulfate at a rate directly related to the surface area of the particles and 
soil temperature. As a particle of sulfur is broken into smaller and smaller pieces, the 
surface area increases, and the rate at which the sulfur oxidizes to sulfate ion increases 
rapidly at a fixed temperature. As the oxidation takes place, sulfate ion is produced, 
along with hydrogen ion, which can help to acidify the soil. 

S + 4 H 2 0 = S 0 4 2 " + 8 H+ + 6c" 
S U L F A T E ION: (S042-) This ion, the highest oxidation state of sulfur, is usable 

by the turf in this form, but the sulfate ion will not acidify. 
When the sulfate ion concentration reaches 50 ppm, any higher concentration can 

cause a series of problems on either greens or fairways. As the sulfate ion concentra-
tion increases, because it is an anion (negative ion) with a charge of minus two, it will 
hold or hond various ions suciias sodium, ralrium, potassium, etc The ma in problem 
is that one of the most used fertilizers in the past has been ammonium sulfate. The 
sulfate ion seems to move very slowly through greens where the organic content has 
built up and in clay soils. When the ammonium ion is used up, sodium or other less 
desirable cations (positive ions) will be held, along with the high sulfate ion concen-
tration that has built up in the soil. 

Localized high salt level can also cause the turf to show "water stress" when the 
water level in the surface of the soil has decreased even slightly. This is because the 
high concentration of salt is still around the root and, as the water starts to evapor-
ate, the salt concentration rapidly increases to a point where osmosis is actually 
reversed. When this takes place, permanent damage can take place within hours. 

On golf greens, after a number of years of forced growth and the normal cycle of 
root replacement, the percentage of organic matter will increase. As the percentage 
increases, then the ability of the soil to hold salts (especially sulfate salts) increases. 

If the sulfate levels are high, ammonium sulfate should not be used as a fairway or 
green fertilizer until the soil's sulfate concentration has been lowered. 

The fastest and the most sure method is to physically remove some of the organic 
(high salt center) material in the greens by deep time aeration. Topdress, filling holes 
with pure sand! This process should be repeated periodically to keep the organic 
content from building up to problem levels. The process will take some time, but 
play can continue through the rebuilding process, and the large expense involved in 
building new greens can be eliminated or postponed. 

Through this process, a non-ionic penetrant can be used in extremely low concen-
trations in a program designed to lower the surface tension and improve the flow of 
water through the soil profile. No matter what is done, the flow of water through the 
soil must be improved in order to carry off the excess salts, keeping the soil EC low 
enough to allow the turf to grow efficiently. The greens have bands of differing 
particle size built up at various depths; the consistent application of non-ionic 
penetrant in low concentration will cause the surface tension of the water to be 
lowered and allow the water the pass more readily from one layer to another. Once 
the soil is wet through the complete profile, a siphon-like action will cause the water 
to move much more easily. 

In order to determine the sulfate level in the soil, it is suggested that a complete 
set of soil samples be taken (especially on the greens) so that the nutrient levels can 
be monitored. The investment is small for the information that can be gained. 

Reprinted from Divot News, GCSA of Southern California. 

MAAGCS Team Takes 4th in Metro Event 
Mid-Atlantic golfers traveled to Oak Lane Country Club in New Haven, Conn., in 

October to play in the Metropolitan Area Superintendents' Association team cham-
pionship. Of 11 teams, the Mid-Atlantic finished fourth with a stroke total of 337, 
six shots back of the winning Philadelphia team, and individual low gross honors went 
to MAAGCS entry Tom Regan, who shot a 78 under windy and difficult conditions. 



Mid-Atlantic Newsletter Supporters 
Aqua-Flo, Inc. 
Irrigation Equipment, Buckner Irrigation Sys-
tems, Cusom Built Pump Systems. 
Philip F. DeMarco 1-800-524-0895 
Rick Hill, Front Royal, VA 609-561-1777 

Centreville Sod Growers 
Bluegrass, Sod Blends and Turf-type Tall 
Fescues. 

Sheldon & Craig Betterly 703-361-8338 

Conway, Inc. 
Honda Generators, Sandancers, Shindaiwa 
Gas Trimmers, Ransomes Bob-Cats, Hanson 
Sprayers, Turf Vac, Terra Aerators, Chain 
Saws and Pumps. 
Dick Jones, Jim Duvall Wash: 301-953-9220 
Jacqui Kildale Bait: 301-792-7383 
Cornell Chemical & Equipment Co., Inc. 
Golf Course Chemicals. 
Cliff Case, Donald Klein 301-636-2400 

Egypt Farms, Inc. 
- n r ^ p p - T n p H r p ^ i n g ^ Trtn^tc< w t i n n M i ^ t , 

Hartford Industrial Minerals, Inc., Joppa Md. 
Precision Topdressing and Bunker Sand. 
Jack Montecalvo Baltimore: 301-679-9191 

Lea's Green Meadows, Inc. 
Fertilizers, Chemicals, Grass Seed, Spreaders, 
Power Sprayers, Tools, Safety Equipment and 
Supplies. 
Herb Lea, Harry Fridley 202-488-1818 

Lebanon Total Turf Care — A Division of 
Lebanon Chemical Corporation 
Manufacturers and Formulators of Country 
Club, Greenskeeper and Lebanon Professional 
Turf Fertilizers. (PA) 717-273-1687 
Junior Ruckman 703-869-2628 
Ed Price 800-233-0628 

LESCO, Inc. 
A Complete Line of Quality Professional Turf 
Maintenance Products. Ask Us About the 
New LESCO Greensmower. 
Vanessa Jensen Toll Free: 800-321-5325 
Craig Shafer 800-321-5325 

White Trap Sand, IBDU & Par-Ex Fertilizers, 
R&R Parts, Warren's Spunbond Fabrics, 
Gypsum and Mulch. Rich Piatnek 
John Strickland, Carroll Davis 301-335-3700 

E-Z Go Mid-Atlantic 
GXT-7, GXT-800 and GXT-300 Turf Utility 
Vehicles, New and Used Golf Car Sales. 
Rick Arnold, Bob Post, Roscoe Shupe 
301-948-2920 (Baltimore) 301-792-4699 

(Richmond) 804-262-3275 

Jonathan Green & Sons, Inc. 
Grass Seed Mixtures, Chemicals, Fertilizers, 
and 150-yard Markers. David Young 
301-428-1421 1-800-526-2303 

G.L. Cornell Company 
Jacobsen Turf Equipment Tom Harris 
Cushman Turf Trucksters Russ Bull 
Ryan Turf Equipment Terry Hill 
Bean Sprayers, National Mowers Bob Lynch 
Standard, Par Aide Golf Supplies Bill Brown 
Club Car, Columbia Par Car Randy Reed 
301-948-2000 800-492-1 373 
Stump J umper 
Complete tree service, stump removal, tree 
spade service 
Bill Davis, Jack Patience Leesburg, Va. 
Metro 478-1007 703-777-2349 

Lofts/Maryland 
Grass Seed and Fertilizer. 
Joe Yudin, Riley Barber Wash: 301-937-9292 
Ed Pacilio, Kevin Driscoll Bait: 301-323-4444 

Moore Golf, Inc. 
Construction of Golf Courses, Turf Irrigation 
Systems, Parks and Athletic Fields. 
David Canavan, Bob Ryan 
Lyle Thompson 703-825-921 1 

Newsom Seed Co., Rockville, MD 
Grass Seed, New Varieties, Custom Mixes, 
Fertilizers and Chemicals. 
Strick Newsom 301-762-2096 

Par-Ex Professional Products 
Slow Release Fertilizer with IBDU, IBDU/SCU 
R.A. "Dick" Doyle 301-357-8056 
Estech, Inc., P.O. Box 512, Winter Haven, 
Florida 33882-0512 813-294-2567 

Pro-Lawn Products, Inc. 
Technical and Planning Services, Professional 
UF & SCU Fertilizers, Pesticides (Fungicides, 
Herbicides, Insecticides, etc.), Turf Seeds 
(Bents, Ryes, Blues, Fescues, etc.), Soil 
Amendments. 
Tom Malehorn 301-876-7474 

Russell Roberts Co., Inc. 
Golf Course Design, Construction, Irrigation 
and Tree Moving 
Jack Roberts 301-253-4066 
James Roberts 301-762-3270 
Scott's Proturf Division 
Slow Release Fertilizers, Controls, Seed and 
Spreaders. 
Mike Layle 804-565-2763 
Ken Cominsky, 668 Marr Dr., Warrenton, VA 
22186 703-347-4210 
Seed Corporation of America 
Over 100 Varieties of Turf Seeds, Fertilizers & 
Turf Chemicals. Over 50 Years in Business. 
P.O. Box 27174, Baltimore, MD 
Nancy Gross, Joe Getzendanner 301-685-6900 
Jesse Yopp, Bill Daniels 1-800-482-4455 
Share Corporation 
Liquid Turf Maintenance Products, Vehicle 
Maintenance Products. 
Ed Howser 301-465-8154 
Milwaukee, Wl 414-355-4000 
Tom Howser 

— 30-bTZ9-1206 Shen j'riuudfi Area -

Summit Hall Turf Farm, Inc. 
Meyer Z-52 Zoysia (Sod or Plugs), Premium 
Bluegrass Blend (Sod), Improved Tall Fescue 
Blend (Sod). 301-948-2900 
Brian K. Finger and Frank H. Wilmot 
Turf Center, Inc. 
Premium Turf (Bluegrass, Tall Fescue, Ber-
mudagrass, Zoysia), Vaughan's Grass Seed. 
Diana Patton, Emory Patton 301-384-6300 
Turf Equipment and Supply Company, Inc. 
Toro Turf Equipment and irrigation Products, 
Olathe Turf Equipment, Giant Vac Blowers, 
Vacs, Truck Loaders, Daihatsu Utility Vehi-
cles and Snowco Trailers. 
Lynn Matson, Bill Hughes, Gary Phillips, 
Lance Ernst, Paul Standerfer 
Wash: 301-621-2975 Bait: 301-796-5576 

Turf Services Co. 
Installation and Renovation of Golf Course 
Irrigation Systems and Pump Stations. 
G. Levering Dalton 804-359-5507 

Mid-Atlantic Association of 
Golf Course Superintendents 
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Claud Corrigan, Editor 
2236 Malraux Drive 
Vienna, VA 22180 

(703) 573-4931 

First Class Mail 


