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From the Golf World 
One of the prime events of the up-

coming G C S A A annual International 
Golf Course Conference and Show will 
be the presentation 
of the Old Tom 
Morris Award dur-
ing the banquet on 
February 3 at the 
San Francisco I—I i I -
ton. Receiving the 
award will be one 
of the pioneering 
women's tour play-
ers and an L P G A Hall of Famer, Patty 
Berg, who won 29 championships as an 
amateur and 55 as a professional. The 
Old Tom Morris Award will be the latest 
in—a long line of special-xecogrutioa-
awards given to Patty, who has also won 
the USGA ' s Bob Jones Award, the Golf 
Writers' Charlie Bartlett Award, the 
Will iam Richardson, Ben Hogan, and 
Herb Graffis Awards; in 1979, the 
L P G A established the Patty Berg Award 
to honor her sportsmanship, goodwill, 
and contributions to the game. 

Word comes from Pat Lucas, editor 
of Tee to Green, that Norman Williams, 
who survived the fiery crash of two 
jumbo jets in the Canary Islands in 1979, 
will be the speaker at the annual Chris-
tian Prayer Breakfast at the San Francis-
co Hilton on January 31 at 7 a.m. 

On Nov. 14, Lanny Wadkins received 
the P G A Player of the Year Award dur-
ing the PGA 's annual meeting in Palm 
Beach Gardens. Also honored were Don 
Pooley, a Tour pro who took the Var-
don Trophy with a 70.36 average for 97 

by Gerry Gerard 

Hardwood or bark mulch which in storage has been piled high and deep can cause 
unexpected problems. Alcohol may form at the bottom of the pile; under unaerobic 
conditions, alcohol may form in any decomposing material, and in rainy periods, 
wood alcohol forms at the bottom and in the middle of the y^^pMmr,: 
pile. 

The Ph of the hardwood mulch will drop into the 3.0 to 3.5 
range, which prevents the bacteria that break down the mulch 
from getting necessary oxygen. Growth is limited to unaerobic 
bacteria which produce alcohol (methane). 

As I unfortunately observed this spring, alcohol injury to 
actively growing plants is almost instantaneous. The alcohol 
draws water from the plant tissues and from the ground. This, 
within a matter of hours, turns the grass that borders mulched 
shrubs and flower beds white. Many plants, especially annuals, 
will not survive once the symptoms appear. 

To avoid this situation, hardwood mulch piles should not be higher than eight feet 
or wider than twelve feet at the base. In addition, during long storage, occasional 
Turning ofThFir iulch pile IstvetpfuI. 

rounds, despite not winning a tourna-
ment; he did hit his career high in earn-
ings with $159,594. Jerry Cozby of 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and the Hillcrest 
C.C. was named P G A Professional of the 
Year, Larry Startzel received the Horton 
Smith Award for contribution to educa-
tion, Roger Van Dyke of the Fl int Golf 
Club in Michigan won the Bill Stausbaugh 
Award for achievements in PGA-club 
relations, and Ed Dougherty of Lin-
wood, Pa., was named P G A Club Profes-
sional Player of the Year. 

A final word on awards: Bill Bengey-
field of the U S G A Green Section, was 
picked as a winner of the National 
Golf Foundation's Outstanding Service 
Award. 

W E A R F A C T O R (Continued from page 1) 

engines, slow forward speeds coming 
from a lower gear ratio. 

Using triplex mowers as an example, 
to mow greens every day takes an aver-
age of three hours per day, which comes 
out to 65,520 miles per year, or, for five 
years, 327,600 miles. Since engineers 
are aware that stop-and-go driving and 
turning increases the wear factor, consi-
der the effect of the back-and-forth op-
eration of most golf course equipment. 
Further, such equipment doesn't attain 
the velocity to benefit from a cooling 
wind as cars do, and radiators often get 
clogged with grass clippings and other 
debris, resulting in higher temperatures 
and greater wear. Other contributing 
factors are early morning activity in 
the dew plus frequent running through 
and over chemical and fertilizer applica-
tions which contain corrosive elements. 

1986 Slate Chosen by 
Nomination Committee 

Gerry Gerard as the nominee for 
president heads the slate picked by the 
Nominating Committee chaired by past 
president Ken Braun and to be voted on 
during the December 10 meeting at 
Annapolis. Other nominees include Lee 
Dieter for vice president, George Renault 
for secretary, Walter Montross for trea-
surer, and for the two three-year open-
ings on the Board of Directors, Steve 
Nash, Les Tanner, and Howard Gaskill. 
In addition, nominations can be made 
from the floor. 

In addition, one minor by-laws 
change will be voted on at the meeting. 
Under Class G, Non-Resident Associate 
Member, the phrase "and receive death 
benefits" should be deleted and that 
sentence conclude with the words "right 
to vote and hold off ice." 

Match Play Title 
Won by Ben Stagg 

In a round played on misty Novem-
ber 12 over rain-softened Hunt Valley 
Golf Club, Ben Stagg of Hog Neck Golf 
Course won the annual M A A G C S match 
play championship, edging Jeff Miskin 
of Montgomery Country Club. With the 
new point system put into effect this 
year, six men had a chance to win on 
the final day, but Ben was the high 
point man. 

In open play, low net honors went to 
Ken Keller with a 67, host Bob Orazi 
coming in second with 70. Ed Porterfield 
won low gross with 78 over John 
Hoover's 82. 


