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The President's Message 
Hopefully, everyone who attended the Golf Course Superintendents Association 

of America Conference and Show in Las Vegas had an enjoyable and profitable time. 
In 1985, this annual Conference will be held in Washington, D.C., and GCSAA Ex-
ecutive Director John Schilling is expected in Washington shortly to make the final 
arrangements for the meeting. As expected, the Mid-Atlantic 
Association will share some of the responsibilities associated 
with the Conference, and by April, I hope to have a clear under-
standing of just what these will entail for us. 

I appreciate your support in electing me president of the 
Mid-Atlantic Association of Golf Course Superintendents, and 
I look forward to the challenges of 1984. Our schedule of 
monthly meetings begins in March, so shake that case of cabin 
fever and join us at the Country Club of Fairfax, where Past 
President Sam Kessel will be our host. 

In what could be an important step, the MAAGCS is, on a trial basis, sharing of-
fice space with the Middle Atlantic Section of the PGA in Columbia, Md. One initial 
benefit is a central office capable of taking messages. If you plan to attend the March 
meeting, call our number at the PGA, 301-964-0070, and register with the secretary. 

Sincerely, 
Michael Larsen, President 

Jim Prusa 

DIRECTORY IN WORKS 
The new directory of members of 
the MAAGCS is ready for the 
printer and should be distributed 
sometime in March. Past President 
Ken Braun has used his computer 
to set the pages up, and the revised 
by-laws will also be included in the 
1984 directory. 

Jim Prusa Named 
Associate Ex. Director 

GCSAA Director of Education for 
the past two years, J ames G. (Jim) Prusa, 
was promoted to the post of Associate 
Executive Director in January. In addi-
tion to becoming the Association's 
second in command, he will continue to 
serve in his education job. 

A professional golf course superin-
tendent who had been managing the 
well-known Pasatiempo course in Santa 
Cruz, California, before joining the 
GCSAA staff, Prusa had been an active 
and outspoken member of the Associa-
tion. A B.S. graduate of Cal Poly in 
horticulture, he has taken graduate 
work in management and marketing and 
served in Vietnam during his four years 
of active military service. Concerning his 
new responsibilities, he said: 

"As a profession, we have tremen-
dously unsatisfied needs in the areas of 
self-promotion and quality assurance — 
and an insatiable hunger for information 

(Continued on page 2) 

March Meeting Is 
13th at C.C. of Fairfax 

The Association's first meeting of 
1984 will be held March 13 at the 
Country Club of Fairfax in Virginia, 
and, weather permitting, open play on 
the course will begin at 12 noon. Reser-
vations for golf and/or dinner should be 
made by calling the MAPGA office, 
(301) 964-0070; reservation cards will 
not be used this year. 

Sam Kessel, who has been superin-
tendent at Fairfax since 1963 and who 
served as MAAGCS president in 1979, 
reports that his club, originally formed 
in 1950 .as Courthouse Country Club, 
opened with six holes in play. The first 

MANAGER'S WORKSHOP 
Reinforcing a mailing done early 

in February, MAAGCS members 
are reminded that a High Perform-
ance Manager Workshop sponsored 
by the Association will be held at 
the Knights of Columbus in Arling-
ton on Tuesday, Feb. 28, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Jim Pfafflin 
of the Performance Institute of 
Washington, D.C., who spoke last 
year at the Andrews AFB meeting, 
will conduct the workshop, which 
is aimed at improving management/ 
people skills. For further details, 
contact Lee Dieter. 

18 holes were designed by Reuben P. 
Hines, Jr., and William F. Gordon and 
R.T. Jones were used as consultants. Five 
new holes were added in the late 1960's, 
designed by Edmund Aultand completed 
in 1968, and the 3rd green and 4th fair-
way were redone in 1974 on the basis of 
designs by Algie Pulley and Buddy 
Loving. The most recent work on the 
course took place in 1977 when Russell 
Roberts reconstructed No. 14, adding a 
large lake for storage of irrigation water 
and redoing the tees at No. 8 and No. 17. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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1984 Officers and Directors 
President Mike Larsen 
Vice President Gerald Gerard 
Secretary Wayne Evans 
Treasurer Lee Dieter 
President-Emeritus Ken Braun 
Educational Chairman . . . Ken Ingram 
Membership Chairman . Robert Lambert 
Golf Chairman-, , , ,,. . George Renault 
Social & Benevolence Bill Neus 
Editorial & Publicity . . Walter Montross 

News of the Golf World 
The new executive director of the 

National Golf Foundation is Sheridan 
(Joe) Much, who first joined the NGF 
staff in 1968; David Hueber is the new 
president of the NGF . . . No series 
badges are available for the 1984 
Masters to be played in Augusta, Ga., 
on April 12-15; practice round tickets 
at $10 each will be available for Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday of that week, 
however, and a limited number of $15 
tickets that allow the bearer to watch 
the par 3 tournament on Wednesday 
will be sold at the gate . . . Larry Gilhuly 
of Bothell, Wash., is the new director of 
the Western Region of the USGAGreen 
Section; he will be based in Placentia, 
Calif., and will make turf advisory visits 
-frrthat-stale as well as in Nevada, U l a l v 
Arizona, Idaho, Oregon, Washington, 
Flawaii, and Alaska (Larry is a GCSAA 
member). 

Save Those Blue Tags 
For Musser Foundation 

The Musser Foundation will receive 
50 cents for every blue tag taken from 
seed bags, the money to be used for 
research and education. Donors are 
Tee-2-Green and Turf-Seed, so please 
save all your blue tags, bundle them in 
25's, and sent them to: 

Fred V. Grau 
P.O. Box AA (for UPS, use 

4604 Amherst Rd.) 
College Park, MD 20740-1014 
Dr. Grau and the Foundation will 

appreciate every tag collected. 

'84 Season Golf 
Schedule is Set 

Although the MAAGCS golf season 
starts with open play at the Country 
Club of Fairfax on March 13, the tourna-
ment schedule doesn't get underway 
until April 10, when the first round of 
the Match Play Championship will be 
played at Talbot Country Club, accord-
ing to Golf Chairman George Renault. 

The annual Superintendent-Pro 
Tournament will be played May 8 at 
Indian Spring Country Club, and the 
match play event goes into its second 
round on July 10 at Piney Branch Golf 
Club, skipping August because of the 
picnic and moving to Chevy Chase Club 
for the fourth round of match play on 
"September TT7 The annual Superin-
tendents' Championship will be played 
October 9 at the Country Club of Mary-
land, and the final round of the match 
play championship will take place 
November 13 at Hobbits Glen. For 
those not playing in matches, there will 
be low net and gross prizes on all 
scheduled dates. The season will wind 
up on December 11 at Lakewood 
Country Club, with open play. 

MARCH MEET ING (Cont. from page 1) 
All nine new greens are Penncross 

bent, while the nine original greens still 
in play are a mixture of C-1, C-7, and 
C-19. The fairways, once bluegrass, are 
now primarily perennial rye blends after 
12 years of overseeding. Greens are cut 
a minimum of six times a week to 5/32" 
or 3/16", depending on the season, and 
fairways are cut three or four times a 
week to 11/16". Fertilizing is primarily 
done on a Fall schedule, with fairways 
averaging 3 to 4 pounds of nitrogen, 
greens 4 to 6 pounds. 

The course is relatively hilly and 
plays to 6,466 yards from the white 
tees, 6,712 yards from the blue; course 
ratings are 70.5 and 71.5 respectively 
(reratings by the Washington Metropoli-
tan Golf Association will not be avail-
able until April). 

Directions to Country Club of Fair-
fax: From Washington Beltway, take 
exit I I S , to Route 123, through Vienna 
and Fairfax; course is on the right after 
passing the Braddock Road stoplight; 
from Route 66, take Fairfax exit to 
Route 123, proceed as above. 

Program schedule is as follows: 
Golf — 12 noon 
Cocktails — 6 p.m. (cash bar) 
Dinner - 7 p.m. (Cost $15) 
Meeting - 8 p.m. 

NEW 'MEMBERS I 
James R. Kelley, Class D 
Assistant Superintendent 

Green Hill Yacht & Country Club 
Salisbury, MD 

Steve Nash (Reclassified as Class A) 
Superintendent 

International Town & Country Club 
Fairfax, VA 

L.G. Stancill, Class F 
President, Harford Industrial 

Minerals, Inc. 
J oppa, MD 

Diana Lee Patton, Class F 
Sales Manager 

Turf Center, Inc. 
Spencerville, MD 

Meeting Schedule, 1984 
March 13 — C.C. of Fairfax 
April 10-Talbot C.C. 
May 8 — Indian Spring C.C. 
June 12 — Green Spring Valley Hunt 

Club 
July 10 - Piney Branch Golf Club 
August 14 — Annual Picnic at Bretton 

Woods 
September 11 — Chevy Chase Club 
October 9 — C.C. of Maryland 
November 13 — Hobbits Glen 
December 11 — Lakewood C.C. 

In 1984, Board of Directors meetings 
will be held in every month but Decem-
ber on the last Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. During the trial period of 
working with the Middle Atlantic PGA, 
the Board will be meeting in the PGA 
offices at 7270 Cradlerock Way in 
Columbia, Md. 

J IM PRUSA (Continued from page 1) 

to help us in the field. Like any human 
institution, the Association will only 
produce in proportion to the amount of 
demand placed upon it by its constituent 
membership. This is supported by some 
basic laws of economics. I am totally 
aware of a sense of urgency my member 
colleagues have for greater productivity 
and performance from their Association. 
They turn to us because the industry, 
the game, and their employers have 
placed greater management demands on 
them. For us to achieve success as an 
association, our members' needs must 
be met and they must ultimately hold 
their Association accountable to that 
end. This is my hope for our future, and 
my objective is to facilitate and accom-
plish it." 



Early Golf ¡n Virginia: The Pioneering Clubs 

An early golfer tees off at the Homestead in Hot Springs, where this original 1st tee is still in use. 
Note the crowd of caddies on the left and the well-dressed spectators on the right. 

by Lee Dieter 
The golf books and memorabilia that 

I have collected over the years were a 
major source of my research into early 
golf in the Old Dominion State, rein-
forced by my many years as superin-
tendent at Washington Golf and Country 
Club in Arlington, one of the pioneering 
Virginia clubs. New information is still 
coming to light, as I shall explain later. 

The first mention of organized golf-
ing activities in Virginia appeared in the 
Alexandria Gazette for November 9, 
1792, over the signature of Jonathan 
Swift, who has been identified as a 
merchant who served as treasurer of the 
city of Alexandria. This information 
was uncovered by Victor Vaughn of 
Arlington, a fellow member of the Golf 
Collectors Society and a longtime friend. 
Many Scots had settled in and around 
Alexandria in the 18th century and 
before, and they apparently were play-
ing golf in North America at about the 
same time as were their fellow country-
men in Charleston, South Carolina, and 
Savannah, Georgia. Swift's notice read: 

"Meeting of the Golf Club to be held 
in their rooms at Gadsby's Hotel." 

The old tavern known as Gadsby's 
has been restored and still functions in 
the old town portion of Alexandria, but 
it is likely that the War of 1812 and the 
prevailing anti-British sentiment served 
to discourage the growth of golf activity 
in the former colonies until later in the 
1800's. 

Still, it seems improbable that golfing 
Scots and their descendants in Virginia 
would give up club and ball, and 1894 
found a group of these men who owned 

This photo of members of the Washington 
Go if Club was taken in 1896. Last year the 
author located and purchased a putter with 
silver head and grip given as a prize in compe-
tition at this dub in the 1890's; two of the 
men whose names are engraved on the grip of 
the prize putter, Edward Riggs and Frederick 
May, are in this picture. The man in the hat 
holding the bag of dubs at the right is a caddie. 

country estates and engaged in fruit 
growing and lumbering in the White 
Sulphur Springs area playing a regular 
competition for the Oakhurst Medal. 
Among them were Alexander and 
Robert McLeod, George Grant, and 
Lionel Turrin, who with their friends 
and compatriots played at Oakhurst, the 
home of Russell Montague, a trans-
planted New Englander. Summer vaca-
tioners from White Sulphur and Hot 
Springs would stop by to watch the 
activity, and some even tried their hand 
at the game themselves. This may well 
have been the forerunner of the Hot 
Springs Golf Club, where golf started in 
1896 and where the oldest tee in con-
tinuous use in Virginia, the first tee at 
the Homestead, is still in play. Fay 
Ingals, whose family ran the Homestead 
for many years, played at Oakhurst in 
those early years and wrote about it in 
his book, Valley Road. 

The Harpers Golf Guide for 1901 
lists 1893 as the founding date of the 
Lakeside Club in Richmond, along with 
the following courses and the year they 
came into existence: Washington Golf 
Club (1894), Hampton Roads Golf and 
Country Club (1894), Hot Springs Golf 
Club (1896), Norfolk Country Club 
(1896), University of Virginia Golf Club 
(1897), Charlottesville Golf Club (1898), 
Bedford City Golf Club in Norfolk 
(1899), Lynchburg Golf Club (1899), 
Mettawn Golf Club (formerly Paradise 
Creek) (1899), Alexandria Golf Club 
(1900), and Hermitage Golf Club 
(1900). The guide notes that Virginia 

Beach Golf Club was in a state of 
dissolution in the late 1890'sand would 
reorganize in 1901 with a new course. 

Also in 1894 an article on golf 
appeared in a Richmond newspaper, 
featuring men and women in proper golf 
attire of those times. Similar articles in 
magazines like Outing, Harpers, and 
Century helped to generate increased 
interest in the game. But, golf did not 
develop as fast in Virginia in the early 
1900's as it did in the rest of the coun-
try, perhaps because of problems with 
growing grass in the state. The heavy 
prescribed attire may have discouraged 
many possible players, and the history 
of the Washington Golf Club notes that 
tjm &olf season in northern Virginia was 
October through May, with one major 
competition being held over the Christ-
mas holidays. Golf was clearly not a 
warm weather sport in Virginia, except 
at the highland resorts where the 
affluent spent their summers. 

Evidence for this slow early growth 
can be found in the fact that by 1920, 
the Virginia State Golf Association had 
less than 20 members. Golf did not 
grow suddenly in Virginia, by leaps and 
bounds; it started slowly, delaying its 
growth until much later in the century. 

POSITIONS OPEN 
Golf Course Superintendent 

Larchmont Golf Course 
Missoula, Montana 

Available March 1. Call MAAGCS 
office, 964-0070, for details. 



Mid-Atlantic Newsletter Supporters 
Adams Equipment, Inc. 
Distributor of Bunton-Goodall, Yard-Man, 
Ryan, Milorganite, F.E. Myers Sprayers, and 
Standard Pro-Line, Par-Aide, and Lewis Line 
Golf Accessories. 
Robert Adams, Ed Cope, Ed Burgess, Dick 
Rosenkilde 
Silver Spring 301-589-2300 
Baltimore 301-668-0500 

Conaway, Inc. 
Ransome Bobcat and McCullogh Chainsaws 
Dick Jones, J im Duval 
Laurel, Md. 953-9221 

Cornell Chemical & Engineering Co., Inc. 
Pesticides: (Fungicides, Herbicides, Insecti-
cides, etc.) Chemicals: (Dyes, Paints, Plas-
tics, etc.) Application Equipment: (Sprayers, 
Spreaders, Parts, etc.) 
Don Klein 301-636-2400 
Cliff Case Home: 301-271-4292 

G.L. Cornell Co. 
Jacobsen Turf Equipment 
Cushman Turf Trucksters 
FMC/Bean Sprayers 
National Triplex Mowers 
Giant-Vac Blowers & Vacuums 
Standard, Pro-Aide, and 

Lewis Line Golf Supplies 
Club Car and 

Columbia Golf Car 

Fairwood Turf Farm 
Sodding suppliers of Bluegrass & Tall Fescue 
Walter Livingston, Ann Hayes 301-390-6212 

Lea's Green Meadows, Inc. 
Lebanon Fertilizers, Chemicals, Grass Seed & 
Supplies, Spreaders & Sprayers. 
Herb Lea, Harry Fridley 202-488-1818 

Lebanon Chemical Corp. 
Quality Professional Fertilizers (Country Club 
and Greenskeeper), Turf Chemicals and 
Herbicides 

Junior Ruckman 703-869-2628 

Lofts/Maryland 
Grass Seed, Chemicals & Fertilizers 
Joe Yudin, Strick Newsom, Ron Prillaman, 
301-937-9292 Wash. Area Riley Barber 
301-323-4444 Bait. Area 

Tom Harris 
Russ Bull 

Terry Hill 
Ken Baker 
Bill Brown 

Doug Ballenger 
Randy Reed 

301-335-3700 
800-638-9248 

Egypt Farms, Inc. 
Golf Green Topdressing, Trap Sand, IBDU & 
Par-Ex Fertilizers, R&R Parts, Trevira, Spun 
bond, Gypsum & Mulch. 
John Strickland, Carroll Davis 301-335-3700 

Lyons & Lyons Sales Co., Inc. 
Turf Maintenance Equipment 
Hustler and Hahn Distributors 301-665-6500 
Jim Lyons 301-592-6500 

Moore Golf, Inc. 
Construction and irrigation of golf courses, 
parks and recreation areas. 
David Canavan, president 703-825-9211 

Par-Ex Professional Products 
Slow Release Fertilizer with IBDU, IBDU/SCU 
R.A. "Dick" Doyle 301-357-8056 
Egypt Farms, Inc. 301-335-3700 

Pro-Lawn Products, Inc. 
Technical and Planning Services, Professional 
Turf Fertilizers, Pesticides, Turf Seeds, Soil 
Amendments 
Thomas L. Malehorn 301-876-7474 

Scarlett Company 
Turfgrass Seeds, Fertilizers, Sprayers, Spread-
ers, Turf Marking Paints & Other Golf Course 
Products 
Mike Hanna, Bob Terry 301-752-3415 

Scott's Proturf Division 
Slow Release Fertilizers, Controls, Seed & 
Spreaders 
Mike Layle 804-565-2763 

Seed Corporation of America 
New Varieties Turf Seed, Coated Seeds, 
Ryegrasses, Bluegrasses, Tall Fescues, Hard 
Fescues and Red Fescues 
Joe Gatzdanner, Nancy Gross, 
Bill Daniels 301-685-6900 

Share Corp. 
Liquid Turf Maintenance Products, Vehicle 

-M-atfttemm ce Products- — ——— •• — -
Ed Howser 301-465-8154 

Shemin Nurseries, Inc. 
One-stop horticultural distributors of nursery 
stock, fertilizer, irrigation, pottery & acces-
sories and interior plants. 
Al Fritz, Ken May, Lance Whitney, Don 
Smedberg Burtonsville, Md. 
301-792-4531 Bait. Area 301-421-1220 
301-384-8988 Wash. Area 

TESCO Turf Equipment & Supply Co. 
Toro, Olathe, Agrotec 
Lynn Matson, Bob Lynch, Gary Phillips, Bill 
Hughes 796-5575 Bait. Area 

621-2975 Wash. Area 

Turf Center, Inc. 
Sod & Sodding Services (Bluegrass, Zoysia, 
Bermudagrass, Bent & K-31 Tall Fescue) 
Emory Patton, Diana Patton 301-384-6300 

Claud Corrigan, Editor 
2236 Malraux Drive 
Vienna, VA 22180 

(703) 573-4931 
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