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PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

Bill Emerson 

T h e September meeting will be held at the Wilmington 
Country Club in Greenville Delaware. O u r Host will be 
David Kroll. 

David has been at Wilmington since 1973 . From 1973 
until 1976 David was the assistant under Harry McSloy. 
Dave took over the duties of superintendent in 1976. 
Dave is a 1969 Graduate of Penn State. Upon graduation 
he worked as assistant under Warren Bichwell at the 
Philadelphia Country Club. Dave then did a hitch with 
Uncle Sam, between 1969 and 1971. David is married to 
Charlaine and they have two children Stacy, 3 years and 
Scott 5 weeks. 

When we say that David took over the duties of 
superintendent, we weren't kidding about duties. 
Wilmington C. C. has 36 holes. T h e South Course , 
which we are playing has C - l and C - 1 9 greens that 
average 9 ,000 sq. ft. T h e tees are bent and the fairways 
are also bentgrass maintained at 34 of an inch. David 
maintains 8 acres of greens and 4 acres of tees. As if this 
isn't enough maintenance for you, David also has a pool 
and twenty-one tennis courts, 4 grass, 10 Hartru, 4 all 
weather and 3 indoor. Also under Dave's care are 2 
platform tennis courts and 6 squash courts. T h e large 
clubhouse is very beautifully landscaped with a bentgrass 
lawn. 

Just the description makes me want to attend the 
meeting. If you are curious, as I am, please find a partner 
and come out September 12th for our team match 
against the Philadelphia section. If you are interested call 
Ken Braun at Bonnieview, 3 0 1 - 4 8 6 - 2 0 5 4 , for a tee time 
Remember September 12th. Be there. 

Directions to the club: Take Interstate 95 North from the 
Baltimore Beltway Rt. 695 . T h e n take Exit 7 off at 95, to 
Wilmington and Rt. 52 North. T h e Club is AVz miles on 
the right. 
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/ -^L® " B e n s Boys" put on a 
l l m t feast fit for Royalty at a 

| v 3®. 2 P r i c e you couldn't beat. 
Thanks also to Carol 

Hall and her "Gir l s " for organizing and running 
the kiddies program. All the kids had a great time 
participating in the various events and showing off 
their victory ribbons. A special thanks to our host 
Bob Milligan. Bob has hosted our last four picnics 
and for some very good reasons Gunpowder 
Country Club and the M.A.A. of C . C . S . annual 
picnic seem made for each other. Thanks again Bob. 

Dave Kroll is hosting our Septemer 12th meeting 
at Wilmington Country Club in Wilmington, 
Delaware. O u r September meeting, as in the past, 
is our joint meeting with our Philadelphia 
Brethren, featuring the annual 2 -man team 
challenge match. C o m e see Golf as it should not be 
played, and enjoy some Give and Take with a great 
group of guys. 

We're all looking forward to seeing you in 
September. Don' t let us down. We feel neglected 
when you're not around. 

Yours for finer turf for better golf. 

Members : 



For those of you w h o don't know already, I will be 
changing jobs as of S e p t e m b e r 5th. I will be moving all of 
five miles up the road f rom M a r l t o n C o u n t r y C l u b to the 
M a r l b o r o Club. T h e M a r l b o r o C l u b ( formerly the D u k e 
of Marlboro) is a relatively new club being only 4 years 
old. I'm really looking forward to the new job. It's almost 
like start ing f rom scratch at my first job, really 
refreshing. 

I would like to take this t ime to thank everyone 
involved in the running of the Super intendent ' s Picnic. 
Ben Stagg, Paul Bare foot and their c o m m i t t e e did a 
fantast ic job on the food. Caro l Hall really made an 
enjoyable day for the kids in their games. T h o s e kids 
with the r ibbons w e r e really a picture. B o b Milligan, w h a t 
can I say, four years in a row he has hosted our picnic at 
his own G u n p o w d e r C o u n t r y C l u b . B o b you're the 
G r e a t e s t . 

As you all k n o w our Super intendent ' s T e a m match 
with the Philadelphia section will be held S e p t e m b e r 
12 at David Kroll 's Wi lmington C o u n t r y Club. We've 
been lucky in the past and we've skinned "Phi l ly" every 
year. I know they 're going to be out gunning for us this 
year so let's get out there and en joy the competi t ion with 
our N o r t h e r n brothers . If you're not signed up yet , 
please call K e n B r a u n at Bonniev iew C o u n t r y C l u b 
A S A P . 

Distributor for 
West^/irginia • Virginia 

Maryland • Delaware 

Buckner Sprinkler Equipment 
John-Manville Irrigation Pipe Fittings 

For design, modification or 
specialty assistance contact 

Richard C. Hill, Sr. 
(703) 635-3630 or 635-7155 

IRRIGATION 
CORP 

P. O. BOX 1*1 , STATE ROAD 61 3 
F R O N T R O Y A L , V I R G I N I A 2 2 6 3 0 

Helping the superintendent 
through turf research ... 

• Controlled Release Fertilizers 
• Fertilizer Pesticide Combinations 
• Fungicides Herbicides - Insecticides 
• Soil Testing Weed (Disease Identification) 

SCOTTS • LELY 
GANDY SPREADERS 
Finest quality turfgrass seed 
Fairways • Greens • Tees • Roughs 
Scotts Windsor and Victa blends 

T O M COMALLI 

Technical Representative 
711 Hyde Park Drive 

Glen Burnie, Md. 21061 
Telephone: 301/969-4216 



Establishing and Maintaining 
i Turfgrasses Under Shade 

K. J. Karnok 
Department of Agronomy 

Approximately 2 0 to 2 5 % of exist ing tur f must be 
maintained under some degree of shade. O f t e n this 
poses a significant chal lenge to the t u r f manager . 
Although the obvious reduction of light is a critical 
factor, shaded turf areas are also character ized by 
restricted wind m o v e m e n t and high relative humidity. 
The reduced light results in a weakened tur fgrass plant 
while high humidity favors the incidence of disease. T h e 
result of these two conditions is a severe thinning of the 
turfgrass stand. 

The selection of a proper shade- to lerant species and 
cultivar is the f irst step toward the successful 
management of tur f under shade. In recent years , 
several shade-tolerant K e n t u c k y bluegrass cultivars 
have been developed. S o m e of the c o m m o n ones are 
Nugget, Glade, A - 3 4 , Birka, and Bristol . T o obtain 
maximum benef i ts , t w o or m o r e of these cultivars 
should be blended together . T h e K e n t u c k y bluegrass 
blend should then be combined in a m i x t u r e wi th one or 
more fine leaf fescues such as Pennlawn, C - 2 6 , or Ruby. 
Under wet shaded conditions, Polis rough bluegrass may 
be incorporated into the mixture . For proper mix tures 
and seeding rates , see Table 1. 

Following es tabl i shment of the proper tur fgrass 
cultivars, several modified cultural practices are 
necessary. A cutt ing height of 2 to 2 .5 in. will allow the 
sward to absorb a grea ter a m o u n t of light. Excessive 
nitrogen ferti l ization results in succulent t issue which is 
more susceptible to disease and w e a r injury. T h e r e f o r e , 
nitrogen should be maintained at a level just high 
enough to avoid ni t rogen chlorosis . Late morning 
irrigation should be deep and in f requent , w e t t i n g the soil 
to a depth of at least 6 in. S tr ic t t raf f ic control is essential 
since the recuperat ive rate of tur f growing under shade 
is severely reduced. 

S o m e benef i ts have been realized by modifying the 
shade environment . For example, pruning the lower 
limbs of isolated trees 8 to 1 0 ft. above the ground will 
allow m o r e morning and evening sunlight to reach the 
tur f area. D e n s e plantings of t rees and shrubs should be 
avoided since m a x i m u m wind m o v e m e n t above the 
shaded turf area is important in avoiding t e m p e r a t u r e 
and humidity strat i f icat ions which are favorable for 
disease. Under e x t r e m e shade, shade-adapted ground 
covers such as English ivy, goutweed, myrt le , and 
pachysandra are recommended. 

Wastewater Conference 
Scheduled 

O n N o v e m b e r 13 and 14, 1 9 7 8 , a conference 
sponsored by the American Society of Gol f C o u r s e 
Archi tec ts Foundation, the National Gol f Foundation 
and the G r e e n Sect ion of the United S ta tes G o l f 
Associat ion will be held at the Arl ington Park Hilton, 
Euclid A v e n u e & Rohlwing Road, Arl ington Heights , 111. 
6 0 0 0 6 . T h e t h e m e of the 2-day conference is 
" W a s t e w a t e r Irrigation of Recreat ional T u r f A r e a s . " 
T h e conference 's object ives are: (1) to produce " S t a t e of 
the A r t " informat ion and to document w h a t is now 
k n o w n as it applies to recreat ional turf ; (2) to genera te 
additional informat ion on w a s t e w a t e r uses; (3) to 
produce " G u i d e L ine" informat ion for publication. 

Everyone interested in land disposal of w a s t e w a t e r 
(eff luent and other ) is cordially invited. A m o n u m e n t a l 
bit of w o r k has been done in this area. In teres t in 
w a s t e w a t e r has quietly m u s h r o o m e d due to concern 
for possible fu ture limits on fresh, potable w a t e r for 
recreat ional purposes. Representa t ives of all recreat ion 
tur f installations — golf, park and recreat ion, industrial, 
military, g o v e r n m e n t , irrigation, landscape and w a t e r 
works are invited. 

M a r k these dates on your calendar n o w — plan to 
attend! 

GOLF COURSE 
INSTRUCTION 

IRRIGATION 
RECREATIONAL 

FACILITIES 

P.O. DRAWER 916 • CULPEPER, VIRGINIA 22701 • 703/825-9211 

TURF GRASSES 
BULK ROOT MULCH 

TERRAGREEN PRODUCTS 
FERTILIZERS & HERBICIDES 

EASY MARKER PAINTS 

PHONE (Area Code 301) - 752-3415 

WM. G. SCARLETT S CO. 
608-632 PRESIDENT STREET 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202 



Landscaping for 
Mowing Safety 

N e x t t ime you think of planting a t ree or decorative 
bush give some t h o u g h t to h o w your landscaping plans 
affect the mowing safety of your lawn. M o r e than 8 0 per 
cent of the nearly 5 0 million power lawn m o w e r s in use 
today are gasol ine-powered walk-behind models with 
ro tary blades—sharp knives traveling up to about 2 0 0 
miles per hour . T h e y can cut your lawn quickly and 
easily. T h e y can also cause serious in jury if used 
carelessly. S o it's a good idea to plan for safer , m o r e 
enjoyable mowing w h e n landscaping your property. 
C h a n c e s are you can avoid creat ing unnecessary 
obstacles or hidden hazards. 

For example, t ry to avoid mowing backward by 
locating your trees and shrubs strategically for a 
forward-only mowing pattern. W h e t h e r you have a 
walk-behind m o w e r or a lawn and garden tractor , 
mowing forward is safer than mowing backward. W h e n 
pulling a m o w e r backward, you run risk of pulling too 
far, losing your balance, and perhpas running over your 
o w n toes. Backing up a lawn and garden t rac tor is an 
awkward m a n e u v e r that requires a lot of neck twist ing 
and at tent ion to what ' s behind you. 

• A rapidly moving blade can catch objects and hurl 
t h e m at great velocity. That ' s w h y m o w e r s manufac -
tured and sold in recent years have been equipped with 
shields and deflectors . A downward-curving metal shield 

(continued on page 8) 

J Diamond 1 
IShamrockl 

Everything you need to control diseases 
and weeds in turf and ornamentals. 

Ten turf diseases and almost 100 kinds of weeds yield 
to the Diamond Shamrock Pro-4 turf system. One broad-
spectrum fungicide. One preemergence herbicide. One 
postemergence broadleaf herbicide. One postemergence 
grassy weed herbicide. That's Diamond Shamrock Pro-4. 
DACONIL 2787'. The new chemistry fungicide. And now 
it's a flowabie, as well as a wettable powder 
DACTHAL^ preemergence herbicide controls Poa annua, 
crabgrass and 15 other weeds Available in two formula-
tions: wettable powder and granules. 
DACAMINE® postemergence herbicide. Non-volatile 
2,4-D. Kills more than 70 broadleaf weeds. 
DACONATE® 6 postemergence herbicide. The organic 
arsonate with a high-quality surfactant already mixed in. 

Regional Office Three Commerce Park Square 
23200 Chagrin Boulevard 
Beachwood, Ohio 44122 216-464-5620 

Diamond Shamrock Ask for our Product 
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION I n f o r m a t i o n s h e e t s . 

Sales 
Parts 
Service 
Supplies 

Lyons & Lyons 
" SALES CO. INC. 

G l e n A r m R o a d • G l e n A r m , M d . 

665-6500 

ADAMS EQUIPMENT, INC. 
TWO LOCATIONS 

8001 Newell St. 
Silver Spring, Md. 20910 
Tel.: (301) 585-1322 

2205 E. Joppa Rd. 
Baltimore, Md. 21234 

Tel.: (301) 668-0500 

Baltimore to Silver Spring Toll Free: 792-0456 

DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY LINES OF TURF EQUIPMENT 

Greens** 
Fairways 
T U R F F O O D S 

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL T U R F MANAGER 

BORDEN INC./5100 VA. BEACH BLVD. 
NORFOLK, VA. (BOX 419-23501) 

G.W. "Junior" Ruckman, Jr., Rt. #1, Box 390J. 
Middletown, Va. 22645 — Phone: (703) 869-2628 



Guest Editorial 
I read with great interest George Cleaver's President 

Message entitled, "Skilled Employees Need Financial 
Incentive" in the April, 1978 issue of T H E G O L F SUPT. 
Mr. Cleaver rightfully contended that because of the low 
wage scale paid by golf courses, skilled employees are 
hard to find and keep. In other words you get what you 
pay for. Mr. Cleaver was referring to the employees 
other than the superintendent in his article. However, I 
believe that this message should be carried a step further 
and should relate to the superintendent's position also. 

It really irritates me to read the want ads in our trade 
publications and see something that reads, " W a n t e d — 
Golf Course Superintendent for prominent Midwestern 
18-hole course; B.S . degree in Agronomy or similar field 
required; must have at least three years experience as a 
golf course superintendent; salary r a n g e — $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 -
$17,500." Do you realize how much $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 equates to 
in an hourly wage scale? $7 .21 , and that's figuring 40 
hour? a week times 52 weeks a year (I'd love to see the 
day when a superintendent averages 40 hours a week). 
Any dumb-dumb can today start at any major factory for 
at least $6 .50 an hour and can be making more than 
$7.00 an hour in a year's time. Plus he gets a full major-
medical hospitalization plan, a pension plan, a dental and 
eye care plan, and who knows how many paid sick days 
and vacation. T h e n there is the "skilled tradesmen" such 
as plumbers, electricians, bricklayers, etc. Let's just say 
that they average $ 1 0 . 0 0 an hour (which is really a low 
estimate); this equates out to $ 2 0 , 8 0 0 a year. 

Then there is the golf superintendent. He is in charge 

of 120 acres of land valued in the area of between 3A and 1 
million dollars. He is responsible for an inventory of 
machinery worth anywhere from $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 to $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 
and chemicals and fertilizer worth $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . He 
has the capacity to be an agronomist, plumber, 
electrician, horticulturist, PR man, just to name a few. 
He delegates authority to a crew of at least ten persons, 
and his salary is $15 ,000 . Plus the benefits are definitely 
not the best. T o me that is a crime; actually a salary of 
only $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 is too low. 

T h e point that I want to make is that I believe we as 
golf course superintendents are underpaid. Yes, most of 
us like our jobs because it is a challenge; there is no 
routine, and it's enjoyable being outdoors, etc. However, 
as Mr. Cleaver said in his message, " B u t that doesn't pay 
the bills." 

I hope that a lot of green chairmen in Central Illinois 
see this editorial. Perhpas they can relate it to their club's 
situation. Let them ask the questions, " O u t of the three 
positions at their club (club manager, pro, and 
superintendent), who receives the highest yearly 
income?" I bet that the majority of answers isn't the golf 
superintendent. T h e n ask the question, " O f those three 
positions, who has been at your club the longest?" T h e 
majority of answers to this is probably " the golf 
superintendent." 

Today's golf course superintendent is highly skilled, 
dedicated professional. Then pay him like one!!! 

Dave Fearis C G C S 
6525 Cedarbrook Lane 

Peoria, Illinois 6 1 6 1 4 

Credit "Central Illinois Golf Course Superintendents Newsletter" 
Vol 4, No. 2 

The Great? 

Mid-Atlantic - Philadelphia Shoot Out" 
Annual Team Match 

September 12th, 1978 
Wilmington Country Club 

Wilmington, Delaware 

For info Call Ken Braun, Bonnieview C.C. 



gDate& TZententßen 
SEPTEMBER 12th 

Mid-Atlant ic Philadelphia T o u r n a m e n t 
Wilmington C o u n t r y Club 

O C T O B E R 10th 

Super in tendent Championship T o u r n e y 
Hunt Valley Gol f C lub 

VIRGINIA TURFGRASS 
CONFERENCE WILLIANSBURG, VA. 

Don' t forget to mark your calendar to a t tend the 1 9 7 9 
Virginia T u r f g r a s s C o n f e r e n c e , January 23 - 24 . T h e r e 
will be a special ladies program sponsored by the Old 
Dominion G . C . S . A . W e w a n t this to be the best and the 
largest conference yet . 

V.P.I. FALL FIELD DAYS 
A n o t h e r important event to mark on your calendar is 

the annual V.P.I . Fall Field Days and T r a d e S h o w . T h i s 
year 's dates are S e p t e m b e r 13 - 14 wi th golf t o u r n a m e n t 
held on the 12 th . T h e r e is much to be learned at such a 
meet ing and the cost to at tend is nominal . W i t h o u t the 
hard work and dedication of the tur f specialists f r o m this 
great inst i tut ion, many of us might not have our jobs 
today. Let 's all make a s incere e f for t to a t tend this our 
own state meet ing. 

X / a u g i i a r i s i 
• S E E D C O 

DIVISION OF THE VAUGHAN-JACKLIN CORP. 

G R A S S S E E D • F E R T I L I Z E R S 
I N S E C T I C I D E S • W E E D K I L L E R S 

T U R F F U N G I C I D E S 

NEW VARIETIES 
Adelphi • Glade • Citation 

Certified Mixtures • Milorganite • IBDU 

Strick Newsom 
1701 Cabin Branch Road, Landover, Md. 20785 

(301) 322-8800 

BARRICK 
Ground Burned Lime 

Take the Guesswork Out of Your 
Liming Program 

BUY 

BARRICK'S GROUND BURNED LIME 

S.W. BARRICK & SONS, Inc. 
woodsboro, maryland 

(301) 845-6341 
Claude H. Barr ick - Res.: (301) 845-8548 

I WHITE MARSH, MP. 
(301) 335-3700 

Sterilized Top Dressing 
Shredded Tan Bark Mix 
Peat Humus 
Top Soil 

I 3 A K K R S » s i r e x 
AG^DOLOMITE ®BO po"D * 

(UsS) Vertagreen sOP'feSOil 
V . / Turf Products • M 

L AWN & GARDEN GYPSUM 

EGYPT FARMS EXCLUSIVE! Al l top dressing 
ingredients are thoroughly mixed and sterilized 
by indirect heat in our special process. The 
sand particles are actually coated with a mix-
ture of top soil & peat humus for a completely 
homogenous mixture that will not separate 
during handling and spreading. 

Egypt Farms top dressing is formulated especially for the 
transition zone to specifications recommended by the 
United States Golf Association, Texas A&M, Penn State, 
North Carolina, and the University of Maryland. 

Many years of research and testing by these leading 
universities have produced a soil mixture for superior 
growth; to maintain the best balance of percolation; to 
resist compaction; for good aeration; and for the reten-
tion of usable water & nutrients in the growing medium. 

*Green and tee construction materials and mixes 
conforming to U.S.G.A. specs are also availbale. 

G.L. CORNELL COMPANY 
TURF EQUIPMENT 

16031 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE • GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 
(301) 948-2000 

Turf Equipment 

JACOBSEN TRACTORS & GANG MOWERS 
CUSHMAN TURF TRUCKSTERS • BEAN SPRAYERS 

HEAVY DUTY ROTARY MOWERS • SEEDERS 
SWEEPERS • SOD CUTTERS • TRAILERS • WOOD 

CHIPPERS • TURF FUNGICIDES • SPRINKLERS 
GOLF SUPPLIES 

16031 Indus t r i a l Dr ive 
G a i t h e r s b u r g , M a r y l a n d 

(301) 948-2000 
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Lea's 
GREEIM MEADOWS, 
Inc. 

DISTRIBUTORS FOR: 
• Borden's Greens & Fairways Professional 

Fertilizers 

• Agriform and Osmocote Fertilizers 

• Ampel Pelletized Lime and Gypsum 

• Grass Seed 

• Fungicides, Insecticides, and Herbicides 

• Soil Supplements 

41 P Street, S.E. • Washington, D.C. 2 0 0 0 3 
(202) 4 8 8 - 1 8 1 8 

SERVICE IS OUR FIRST 
CONSIDERATION 

Quality golf course products 
•Trap stone sand-produced from marble 
to guarantee uniform near-white color... 
ideal texture...no oversize particles. 
•CAMELIME dolomitic agricultural lime-

. . stone. 
^ 3 ^ ^ «Crushed stone and sand aggregates for 

golf course construction and maintenance. 

CALL C A R R O L L DAVIS AT 301-628-4288 

_ K 11 H A R R Y T. C A M P B E L L S O N S ' C O M P A N Y 

v a m p b e l l Campbel l -Grove Div is ion 
ifc- The F l i n t k o t e C o m p a n y 

F U N T X O T E Execut ive Plaza IV 
^ ^ H u n t Va l ley , Mary land 21031 

PRODUCTS 

FERTILIZERS 
HERBICIDES 
FUNGICIDES 
FERTILIZER SOLUBLES 
FERTILIZER/HERBICIDE 

COMBINATION 

SOLD THROUGH DISTRIBU X ^ Q ONLY 

LEBANON CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
P.O. BOX 180, LEBANON, PA 17042 (717) 273-1687 

A U G U S T 1 9 7 8 

Being an Effective 
Public Speaker 

M o s t of us view an invitation to speak to a group with 
less than overwhelming e n t h u s i a s m — t h e first thing 
that usually comes to our minds is a thousand and one 
reasons why w e can't possibly accept the invitation. 
S t r a n g e as it may seem, however , public speaking can 
actually be enjoyable if you r e m e m b e r that knowledge and 
simplicity are w h a t make a good speaker. 

Gol f course super intendents are actually in an 
enviable situation—you know a great deal about a 
n u m b e r of topics that interest many people. Almost any 
group you might be asked to address will have an interest 
in something you know a lot about , including 
landscaping, tur f care and golf. W h e n you can talk with 
enthus iasm about a topic you know well, you have taken 
a giant step toward being an accomplished speaker. 

M o s t audiences are sympathetic—they are l istening to 
you, presumably to get informat ion, not to hear a 
polished or h u m o r o u s speaker talk about nothing. T h e y 
will remain sympathet ic , too, as long as you don't talk 
down to them. T r y to put yoursel f in their place—if you 
present your material in a simple, s incere way, using 
non-technical t e rms , you're sure to be a hit. 

Y o u may find it useful to take along visual aids, such as 
slides or maps, to i l lustrate your talk. Not only do 
pictures make your explanations clearer, but they 
provide interest and variety to your l isteners . 

By project ing an image of yoursel f as an expert , you 
are contr ibut ing greatly to the public's understanding of 
golf course super intendents and the profession. 
Cons ider of fer ing your services as a speaker to o t h e r 
organizat ions that you are associated with. You'll be 
surprised at the n u m b e r of groups w h o would be 
delighted to have you as a speaker. For s tar ters , think 
about garden clubs, your own golf club's membership , 
service organizat ions, special interest groups organized 
by your county agent or extens ion service and church 
and school groups. 

O n c e you have established yoursel f as a willing and 
able speaker, you will probably have more invitations 
than you have t ime for. Sandwich in as many as you can, 
for you are doing both yoursel f and your profession a 
great service. 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION BEGINS 
SOON 

Regis t ra t ion materials will be mailed in O c t o b e r to all 
G C S A A m e m b e r s for the 5 0 t h Internat ional T u r f g r a s s 
C o n f e r e n c e and S h o w , to be held in Atlanta , Feb. 4 -9 , 
1 9 7 9 . A descriptive brochure , wi th informat ion about all 
conference activities will be included, along with 
regis trat ion and housing forms. 

N o n - m e m b e r s w h o would like to receive this 
informat ion may do so by writ ing to G C S A A 
Headquarters , 1 6 1 7 St . Andrews Drive, Lawrence , Kan. 
6 6 0 4 4 . 



Mowing Safety 
(Continued from page 4) 

over the discharge-chute opening deflects most thrown 
objects to the ground a short distance away. A rubber or 
metal "drag" shield at the rear of the mower deck also 
prevents the launching of stones and sticks. These 
shields provide important protection, and yet some 
people remove them because they consider these guards 
a nuisance. 

Sometimes people are annoyed by shields when trying 
to mow too close to trees or trying to mow in tight areas. 
When you put in new plantings, give yourself room to 
mow easily and safely with shields in place. And plan 
ahead for future growth. 

Remove a small circle of grass around trees in your 
mowing area. This will help keep the deflector on the 
chute from bumping into trunks or scraping bark. This 
will also allow rain and nutrients to penetrate to tree 
roots and will let you trim right to the edge of the grass, 
without using hand clippers. If you prefer to cover the 
circle with decorative stones or chipped bark, be sure to 
provide a plastic or hard rubber edge strip that will keep 
stones and bark from spilling over into your lawn. Young 
children are easily tempted to throw stones or kick them 
around, so it may be a good idea to forego decorative 
stones until your children are older. 

Perhaps a fence line, building foundation, or air 
conditioning unit presents a mowing problem. Turn 
your mower so the discharge chute opening faces the 
opposite direction and mow as close as possible with the 

smooth side of the mower. Use a nylon-line trimmer to 
clip the remaining high grass quickly and easily. Or plant 
flowers or shrubs along these areas so you don't have to 
m j w right up to them. 

If you have a dangerously steep slope in your yard, it is 
safer to plant ground cover on it instead of trying to mow 
down the steep grade. When using a walk-behind 
mower, always mow across the face of a slope in swaths 
parallel to the base of the slope. Then, if you trip or lose 
balance, there's less chance of falling onto or slipping 
under the mower. With a riding model, mow up and 
down the slope. Riding up and down provides greater 
stability. 

Fill in ditches and holes. You don't want a bumpy ride 
or, if you push a mower, you don't want to turn an ankle 
and fall. If a ditch can't be filled in, ground cover on the 
banks may be safer than maintaining grass. 

Low-hanging branches can also cause you to lose 
balance. In addition, they can knock you completely off a 
tractor seat, flick an eye, or conceal children and pets. 
Children under 15 are involved in about 20 per cent of 
the nearly 57 ,000 mowing mishaps that occur each year. 
It is always wise to make sure your youngsters are safely 
away from the area you are mowing. 

Trees that drop nuts or hard little fruit provide 
another unnecessary hazard. If you already have such a 
tree, clean up the debris before you mow. And pick up 
any bones, toys, sticks, or stones. Put them in a box or 
bag, and cart them off before they become mower 
missiles. 
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