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Outlook Golf: 197 &
By Don A. Rossi
NGF Executive Director

Those who measure trends on sales charts may find it
difficult to believe, but golf in the United States is
beginning to show a slight but distinct resurgence from
doldrums of the early and middle 1970’s.

That is the word from the National Golf Foundation,
__collector and purveyor of facts and figures in golf. A
reversal of a downward trend in golf facility develop-
ment was evident in 1977 and is expected to continue in

1978. (continued on page 2)

The August meeting will be held at the Gunpowder
Country Club in Laurel, Maryland. Our host will be Bob
Milligan. Bob, as you know, is the owner-operator at
Gunpowder. This will be the fourth year in a row that we
have had the picnic there, and anyone who has attended
the picnic in the past knows the fun we have.

Program for the Day: Golf & Swimming - Anytime

Picnic - 2:00

Directions to the Club: 1-95 to the Beltsville exit towards
Beltsville. Go % mile to Gunpowder Road. Turn left to
Club - 3 miles on the left.

BOB MILLIGAN



Outlook Golf: 1978

(continued from page 1)

Equally important to the Foundation, whose entire
efforts are dedicated to the advancement of golf, more
golf is being played on existing facilities in virtually every
area of the country.

When the Foundation’s Research and Statistics
Department counted only 190 openings of new golf
facilities and .additions to established courses during
1976, a new low for the past two decades was reached.
The count of the three previous years in reverse order
had been 318,277 and 322, all well down from the heyday
of the late 60’s when an average of 400 golf courses per
year were being added to the American scene, thanks in
large part to developers of vast real estate projects.

The outlook at the start of 1977 in the area of new
construction was bleak at best. Predictions called for
another new low, reflecting the spiraling land costs and
prohibitive development expense. Only municipalities
and a few major developers were making fresh ventures
into golf and they with some trepidations.

As the year wore on, however, there was increasing
evidence that golf was coming back in terms of additional
facilities. And in the vanguard was a segment of the golf
world which had survived the tightened belts of the early
70’s, the energy crisis and inflation and was ready to
pronounce itself bullish again on golf. Owners and
operators of existing golf courses, particularly nine-hole
golf courses, took the lead with expansion projects.

As a result, Foundation researchers counted more
than 200 new courses and additions combined in 1977, a
seven percent gain over the year golf course
development hit bottom. And because nearly half of the
nation’s golf courses are still nine-hole layouts, many of
them operated by enterprising and ambitious private
owners, the outlook for 1978 is equally good for both
add-on and new construction.

That means more places for Americans to play golf and
it is probably just as well. While equipment sales of
recent years may suggest that golfers are playing less,
Foundation figures do not necessarily agree. Golfers

(continued on page 8)

Write or call for further information and current prices.

LOFTS f 'd'g eed Seed, Inc.
| LOFTS | gound Brook. N.J. 08805 / (201) 356-8700

1S Plant Patent @ 1186 Dwar! Variery CrPotection appled o under the (1S Plant Vaoety Poorpcnon Act
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Johns-Manville !J'm
Distributor for
West Virginia ® Virginia
Maryland ® Delaware

Py
G S Buckner Sprinkler Equipment
Z John-Manville Irrigation Pipe Fittings

CLA-VAL CO. For design, modification or
specialty assistance contact

! Richard C. Hill, Sr.

E (703) 635-3630 or 635-7155

IRRIGATION
CORP

F.O, BOX 191, STATE ROAD 613
FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 22630

ProTurf’

Controlled Release Fertilizers

Fertilizer Pesticide Combinations
Fungicides Herbicides - Insecticides

Soil Testing Weed (Disease Identification)

SCOTTS » LELEY
GANDY SPREADERS

Finest quality turfgrass seed
Fairways ® Greens ® Tees ® Roughs
Scotts Windsor and Victa blends

Helping the superintendent
through turf research ...

TOM COMALLI
Technical Representative
711 Hyde Park Drive

Glen Burnie, Md. 21061
Telephone: 301/969-4216
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Establishing new turf:
Seeding or Sodding
can do the job

by William Hoopes,
Pro Turf Division,
O.M. Scott & Sons

Even though there is no “perfect” bluegrass, there are
quality varieties available for aesthetic, athletic or
industrial turf use. Turf established from quality grasses
will provide fewer problems at less expense in labor and
materials. Turf generated from poor quality seed or
varieties can never produce quality turf.

The quality result we all demand begins with the
discovery of an individual grass variety more than a
decade before the professional turf market ever realizes
it.

Once selected the new grass is watched closely under
natural growing conditions or in the greenhouse. Before
a grass is tested outdoors, there must be enough seed to
establish plots. Therefore, after a greenhouse evalua-
tion, the most promising plants are moved outdoors into
clone fields where they produce seed. Hopefully, each
clone will only require two years to produce enough seed
to plant 20 square feet of a test area. Those grasses
which advance are established in three plots measuring 2
x 5 feet. One half is mowed at two inch height while the
other half subjected to a mowing height of 3% inch. These
preliminary test plots-are fertilized four times annually
and do not receive the benefit of any pesticides or
irrigation. Each plot is evaluated periodically for its color,
~ texture, density, growth habit, disease resistance and
drought tolerance.

A tremendous amount of research, time and testing
goes into the development of a new grass variety. Still
there is no “super grass” on the market today. Disease,
insect and other pest problems exist now and will exist in
the future. For this reason it is essential that the turf
manager do the best job of initial turf establishment in an
attempt to bring to maturity, hopefully within the first
growing season, a dense, thick, green carpet of turf. I
cannot overstress that the healthier each grass plant is,
the more it will be able to resist the encroachment of
bothersome turf pests.

When considering the establishment of turf seeding,
our first concern should be to apply quality seed. This
seed should come from a reliable vendor, and it should
have been tested thoroughly for weeds, crop content and
the amount of inert matter. Because of the age and
intent of early seed labeling laws, modern day seed labels
do not provide the seed purchaser with adequate
information regarding the cleanliness of the seed for
turfgrass use.

In the early 1900’s seed labeling laws were established
for farmers who did not blend seeds together and who
had different weed problems than those today. Seed
labeling laws address themselves to agricultural type
rather than turf problems. For this reason, the seed
buyer must rely of the credibility and reliability of the
seed vendor. Simply put, there are no bargains in grass
seed. You do get what you pay for. Because of the
enormous cost involved in seed production, clean, high
quality, vigorous grass seed cannot be obtained at
bargain prices.

Having obtained quality seed and determined the
seeding rate which will provide enough seed for a good
stand of turf, the turf manager should follow prescribed
and proven seeding procedures. First, prepare an
adequate rough grade, paying special attention to the
slope of the ground. This is critical guaranteeing
adequate drainage after the turf has matured. For this
task, a bulldozer is normally used. Second, establish a
coarse-textured finish grade. Many times, a roto tiller
can be used in small areas while larger, tractor drawn
equipment is easier and quicker in open areas.

Now is the time to remove rocks! Don’t leave debris
behind which could endanger someone who must later
mow the young turf. Third, apply seed through a drop-
type spreader if possible. Rotary spreaders may be used
on large turf areas but should only be used as a last resort
and on a calm day. Be sure when using the drop-type
spreader to overlap at least the width of a wheel. Avoid
the embarrassment of mis-strips 2-3 inches wide which
can take as much as a year or more to fill in. Fourth, after
applying the seed in one direction with the drop
spreader, make an application of a high phosphorus
starter-type fertilizer in the opposite direction. This will
insure that you don’t confuse spreader tracks. This

(continued on page 5)

MOORE GOLF
INCORPORATED

GOLF COURSE
INSTRUCTION

IRRIGATION

RECREATIONAL
FACILITIES

P.O. DRAWER 916 * CULPEPER, VIRGINIA 22701 » 703/825-9211

oLELE

TURF GRASSES

FERTILIZERS & HERBICIDES
EASY MARKER PAINTS

BULK ROOT MULCH
TERRAGREEN PRODUCTS

PHONE (Area Code 301) - 752-3415

WM. G. SCARLETT & GO.

608-632 PRESIDENT STREET
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202
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WAVNE'S PLACE

This summer has been, so far, a
pretty good summer for us all. I've
had a chance to talk to many
“supers” in the last two weeks and
the general comment is that the
area courses all look good and most
guys are having one of their best years. I've also been out
and playing golf a little more this year,and I had a chance
to play over at Indian Springs in the Annual Heroes
Incorporated Tournament. If all the courses look like
Herb Hienliens, we're in tremendous shape. Both the Big
Chief and the Valley courses were beautiful. My only
wish now is that we could just skip over our usual
August weather, Amen?

August 3rd, 4th and 5th this year are the dates for the
annual Metropolitan Horticulture Show and Plant
Clinic. This show is sponsored by the Maryland, Virginia
and D.C. Extension Services. In the past the Washington
Area Superintendents have helped by manning the Turf
Question and Answer booth, and we have been asked to
help again. If any of you out there can help this year
please contact Lester Tanner for dates and times. It will
be held at Montgomery Mall this year.

PROA_ ®

ng you need to control diseases
and weeds in turf and omamentals.

Ten turf diseases and almost 100 kinds of weeds yield

to the Diamond Shamrock Pro-4 turf system. One broad-
spectrum fungicide. One preemergence herbicide. One
postemergence broadleaf herbicide. One postemergence
grassy weed herbicide. That's Diamond Shamrock Pro-4.
DACONIL 2787°. The new chemistry fungicide. And now
it's a flowable, as well as a wettable powder

DACTHAL®™ preemergence herbicide controls Poa annua,
crabgrass and 15 other weeds. Available in two formula-
tions: wettable powder and granules.

DACAMINE® postemergence herbicide. Non-volatile
2,4-D. Kills more than 70 broadleaf weeds.

DACONATE? 6 postemergence herbicide. The organic
arsonate with a high-quality surfactant already mixed in.

Regional Office Three Commerce Park Square
23200 Chagrin Boulevard
Beachwood, Ohio 44122  216-464-5620

Diamond Shamrock Ask for our Product
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION Inforrmation sheets.

_“ m Sales
dall = Parts
GOO B Service

m Supplies

Lyons & Lyons

SALES CO. INC.
Glen Arm Road m Glen Arm, Md.

665-6500

ADAMS EQUIPMENT, INC.
TWO LOCATIONS

8001 Newell St.
Silver Spring, Md. 20910
Tel.: (301) 585-1322

2205 E. Joppa Rd.
Baltimore, Md. 21234
Tel.: (301) 668-0500

Baltimore to Silver Spring Toll Free: 792-0456
DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY LINES OF TURF EQUIPMENT

Greens.»
Fairways

TURF £00DS

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL TURF MANAGER

BORDEN INC./5100 VA. BEACH BLVD.
NORFOLK, VA. (BOX 419-23501)

G.W. “Junior” Ruckman, Jr., Rt. #1, Box 390d.
Middletown, Va. 22645 — Phone: (703) 869-2628
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Seeding or Sodding

(continued from page 3)

starter-type fertilizer should be a complete fertilizer of a
slow release type.

There is no need to till starter fertilizer in. Tests have
shown that surface applications do an adequate job of
turf establishment because of the ability of the plant to
take up and translocate nutrients to the deepest growing
portion of the roots. It would be a mistake to apply
nitrogen only or a high nitrogen fertilizer to germinating
plants. The primary nutrient required by seedling turfis
phosphorus. Even if phosphorus levels seem adequate, I
would still recommend a high phosphorus slow release
type fertilizer as the phosphorus in the soil may be
unavailable for a variety of reasons.

A soil test would be a wise investment prior to seeding.
Many good labs can provide helpful information in this
respect. At times, I recommend as a fifth step, light
dragging of the seed. The purpose is to jiggle the seed
down around the coarse-textures soil particles to a depth
of about ¥ of an inch. A flexible doormat or piece of
chain-link fencing will do an adequate job when used for
dragging purposes. The seeds lodge around the coarse
particles and do receive some protection from excessive
exposure to sun and wind. Water is also preserved in
these crevices for a longer period of time and is more
available to the germinating seeds. Sixth, mulch is
considered an option. In the northern 2/3 of the United
States between May 15 and September 1, I would
recommend a light straw mulching except in areas on the
" East Coast where salt hay is available.

Of course, the objective of applying a mulch is to both
protect the seed form drying winds and preserve
available water as long as possible.

For this reason, three or four pieces of straw coming
together at any one point is very adequate. Many people
make the mistake of applying too much straw and
actually burying the seed. Peat moss makes a poor mulch
since it absorbs and holds the water making it
unavailable to the seed. Mulch, of course, is highly
recommended on sloped areas where wash is expected.

My further recommendation on sloped areas would be
simply to install sod. Seventh, be sure to keep the top %
inch of soil damp. It is not mandatory to soak the
seedbed. As long as frequent waterings are applied for as
short a period of time as 10 minutes the seed coat will be
kept damp. This is the most important factor.
Germinating seedlings cannot dry out totally and live. It
is also good to remind ourselves that watering must be
continued for at least one month.

This is especially true where blends are used and for
example, in the case of a ryegrass/fine fescue/bluegrass
blend, the ryegrass will be visible within one week. The
fescue within 12 days and the bluegrass perhaps not for
at least two weeks. In this event, many people make the
mistake of watering for the first two weeks until they
see what appears an adequate stand of grass, which s, of
course, made up only of ryegrass and fine fescue. They
then cease watering and the bluegrass may not survive.
Eighth, follow-up with a repeat of ‘high nitrogen
fertilizer in 4-6 weeks.

This is important because the turfgrass plant is now
shifting its nutrient requirements from predominantly
phosphorus to predominantly nitrogen where it will

(continued on page 7)

Mid-Atlantic GCSA
Family Picnic
Tuesday, August 8, 1978
Gunpowder Country Club

Laurel, Maryland

2:00 p.m. - until
Hot Dogs
Chicken

Corn on the cob
Steamed Crabs
Games for the “kids”

MID-ATLANTIC NEWSLETTER
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Dates to Remember

AUGUST 8th
Family Picnic - Gunpowder Country Club

AUGUST 16th and 17th
Penn State Turfgrass Field Days

SEPTEMBER
Philadelphia Tournament
Wilmington Country Club, Wilmington, Del.

OCTOBER
Superintendent’s Tournament
Hunt Valley Golf Course
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A man walked up to the reception desk in a doctor’s office. The
receptionist asked him what he had. He said, “Shingles.” She took down
his name, address, medical insurance number and told him to have a
seat.

Fifteen minutes later a nurse’s aide came out and asked him what he
had. “Shingles,” he replied. She took down his height, weight, a
complete medical history and told him to wait in the examining room.

A half-hour later a nurse came in and asked what he had. “Shingles,”
he replied again. She took blood samples, a pressure test, a specimen,
and told him to take off his clothes and wait for the doctor.

An hour later the doctor came in and asked him what he had. He said,
“Shingles.” The doctor said, “Where?” He said, “Outside in the truck.
Where do you want them?”

BARRICK

Ground Burned Lime

Take the Guesswork Out of Your
Liming Program
BUY

BARRICK’S GROUND BURNED LIME

S.W. BARRICK & SONS, Inc.

woodsboro, maryland

(301) 845-6341
Claude H. Barrick - Res.: (301) 845-8548

\ ]aughan's
SEED CO

DIVISION OF THE VAUGHAN-JACKLIN CORP.

GRASS SEED ¢ FERTILIZERS
INSECTICIDES ¢ WEED KILLERS
TURF FUNGICIDES

NEW VARIETIES
Adelphi ¢ Glade ¢ Citation
Certified Mixtures * Milorganite ® IBDU

Strick Newsom
1701 Cabin Branch Road, Landover, Md. 20785
(301) 322-8800

= Sterilized Top Dressing
= Shredded Tan Bark Mix
= Peat Humus

= Top Soil

(1411 BAKER'S el €X

DOLOMITE

Vertagreen  soPn-soil

Just Fraduces LAWN & GARDEN GYPSUM

(301) 335-3700

EGYPT FARMS EXCLUSIVE! All top dressing
ingredients are thoroughly mixed and sterilized
by indirect heat in our special process. The
sand particles are actually coated with a mix-
ture of top soil & peat humus for a completely
homogenous mixture that will not separate
during handling and spreading.

Egypt Farms top dressing is formulated especially for the
transition zone to specifications recommended by the
United States Golf Association, Texas A& M, Penn State,
North Carolina, and the University of Maryland.

Many years of research and testing by these leading
universities have produced a soil mixture for superior
growth; to maintain the best balance of percolation; to
resist compaction; for good aeration; and for the reten-
tion of usable water & nutrients in the growing medium.

*Green and tee construction materials and mixes
conforming to U.S.G.A. specs are also availbale.
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. G.L. CORNELL COMPANY [-—§
TURF EQUIPMENT - —

16031 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE ® GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND
(301) 948-2000

Turf Equipment

JACOBSEN TRACTORS & GANG MOWERS
CUSHMAN TURF TRUCKSTERS ¢ BEAN SPRAYERS
HEAVY DUTY ROTARY MOWERS e SEEDERS
SWEEPERS e SOD CUTTERS e TRAILERS ¢ WOOD
CHIPPERS e TURF FUNGICIDES e SPRINKLERS
GOLF SUPPLIES

16031 Industrial Drive
Gaithersburg, Maryland
(301) 948-2000

PAGE 6

MID-ATLANTIC NEWSLETTER



Lea’s
GREEN MEADOWS,
Inc.

DISTRIBUTORS FOR:

® Borden's Greens & Fairways Professional
Fertilizers

® Agriform and Osmocote Fertilizers

® Ampel Pelletized Lime and Gypsum

® Grass Seed

® Fungicides, Insecticides, and Herbicides
® Soil Supplements

41 P Street, S.E. ® Washington, D.C. 20003
(202) 488-1818

SERVICE IS OUR FIRST
CONSIDERATION

¢~  Quality golf course products

® Trap stone sand—produced from marble
to guarantee uniform near-white color...
ideal texture...no oversize particles.

© CAMELIME dolomitic agricultural lime-
stone.

® Crushed stone and sand aggregates for
golf course construction and maintenance.

CALL CARROLL DAVIS AT 301-628-4288
- HARRY T. CAMPBELL SONS' COMPANY
c.mpbe“ Campbell-Grove Division

{ . The Flintkote Company
3 @ Executive Plaza IV
Hunt Valley, Maryland 21031

cdﬁnmv
CLU B PRODUCTS

FERTILIZERS
HERBICIDES
FUNGICIDES
FERTILIZER SOLUBLES
FERTILIZER/HERBICIDE
COMBINATION

SO
yom peoreS?

peRTy

\(2ER

SOLD THROUGH DISTRIBUTORS ONLY

LEBANON CHEMICAL CORPORATION
P.O. BOX 180, LEBANON, PA 17042 (717) 273-1687
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There are few, if any, jobs in which ability alone is
sufficient. Needed also are loyalty, sincerity,
enthusiasm, and cooperation.
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Seeding or Sodding

(continued from page 5)

remain throughout the life of the grass plant. We believe
that the fertilizer should be of a slow releasing type in
order to insure minimum burn potential to the young
seedling turf and the long lasting characteristics which
produce economies.

Where time does not permit, sodding may prove to be
the best method of turf establishment. Again, as in the
case of seeding, we must buy quality sod. First, be sure to
buy your sod from a reputable grower. This is something
that can easily be checked. Ask people who have
purchased from the grower before, go look at the turf
areas, evaluate the work he did, and evaluate the quality
of the turf areas several months after it was installed.

Is it weed and disease free? Did the sod contain other
bothersome turf pests? These are questions which must
be answered. In terms of the procedures to follow in
laying sod, make sure that the grade or slope is as
adequate in every way as if you were establishing turf by
seed. Remember, once the sod is down, there is no way to
go back and change the grade or slope. You must live
with the drainage you have created. As you lay the sod,
make sure that the ends of the strips are staggered and
do not line up evenly across the turf area.

This is a practice followed by most good sod layers to
insure that if any problems develop at the end of a strip it
is not obvious for more than 12 inches. Be sure that the
seams are pulled tightly together as the sod is placed on
the soil. As you move across the turf area, be sure to
stand back occasionally and look for low spots as this
again is your only chance to establish a level surface
more pleasing to the eye and easier to mow at a later
date.

Having laid the sod, start watering immediately. In
fact, I would recommend that you start the sprinkler as
soon as there is enough sod on the ground to handle the
sprinkler’s pattern. As in the case of turf establishment
by seed, we recommend the use of a high phosphorus
starter-type fertilizer which may be applied either before
or after the sod is laid. Although the grass plant’s roots
are somewhat mature, a high phosphorus fertilizer still
helps promote the strongest, quickest knitting of the sod
to the soil. Again, follow-up maintenance should be
basically the same whether seeding or sodding. The
primary difference in procedures would be that in the
case of turn establishment by sodding, fewer and heavier
waterings are recommended. In the case of sod, we
should soak the new turf well rather than just
dampening the upper surface.
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Outlook Golf: 1978

(continued from page 2)

may simple be buying less, reflecting the necessity to
spend more for gasoline to get to the golf course, steadily
rising green fees and refreshments at the course.

That golfers are playing more is attested in figures
gleaned in a late 1977 Foundation survey to measure
rounds of play at all types of courses across the nation.
Replies from over 500 of 1,100 courses surveyed
indicated a median increase in play over 1976 of 5%. Of
these courses, 66.2% reported increases and just 18.6%
indicated play was down. The remaining 15.2% reported
no change in play during 1977.

When the survey replies are segregated into the nine
geographic divisions used in all NGF research projects,
each division also shows an increase in play. The regional
increases ranged from a high of 6.5% in the Mountain
Division, where 92% of the courses reported increases,
to a low of 2% in the New England Division, where only
50% reported more play. The East South Central
Division showed the next highest number of courses
reporting an increase with 75%.

The New England Division had the highest percentage
of courses reporting decreases with 30%. This is directly
attributable to the severe weather conditions affectrg
much of the area during 1977. -

Will golf play continue to increase in 1978 despite
intensifying competition for Americans’leisure time and
recreation dollar from everything from tennis to taffy*

pulling? Probably. The Foundation has discovered that

golf courses build golfers as certainly as golfers build golf
courses.
Over the years each new surge of golf course

construction has brought with it new waves of golfers to
play them. They will probably come again, but thr

Foundation is taking no chances. It has launched as it.__

major 1978 project a campaign to deliver 500,000 new
golfers to the game. They will join the more than 16
million Americans already playing golf to fill open tees
and, hopefully, produce a new surge in sporting goods
sales.

The Foundation is going after beginners in the schools
and colleges, businesses and industries, civic and service
clubs, churches, playgrounds, senior citizen centers and
even in the average households.

Recent history has demonstrated that women golfers
are increasing at a faster rate than men and NGF intends
to encourage that trend. Scores of clinics are already
scheduled for 1978, enabling Foundation education
personnel to teach the teachers who will introduce
young players to golf. Golf course operators, golf
professionals and others are being mobilized behind
recruiting expeditions for older beginning golfers.

Results could be dramatic, but even if they are not, the
game’s doom-sayefs have already been driven to cover
by 1977 facility Jevelopment and participation figures.
The outlook.for #878 is for continued small gains in both
these areas which.in the long run, are’the most accurate
measurements of-golf’s health and welfare.

Mid-Atlantic
Newsletter

WAYNE EVANS
1804 Ironton Drive
Oxon Hill, Maryland 20021
301-567-9386

Published monthly by the Mid-Atlantic
Association of Golf Course Superintend-
ents to aid in the advancement of the golf
course superintendent through education
and merit.
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