
Parker Skirling 
Testimonial Dinner 

M. Parker Shirling — April 29, 1976 — Annapolis 
Hilton — Annapolis, Maryland 

Dr. John Hall —MC 
Program arranged and developed by Merrilyn Jacobs 

with the help of Dr. John Hall and Jean Bright 
(Parker 's Secretary). 

We have heard lots of good things and statements 
about our fine guest of honor this evening. It has been a 
great pleasure for all of us to work with Parker since he 
came to Maryland in 1962. I have the pleasure of pre-
senting a few more bits of information that some of you 
may not be aware of. 

He started with a farm covered with agricultural 
crops, plus some weeds. He produced the first crop of 
quality turf as we know it today in 1965. 

First load of Princeton sod went to J .H. Burton in 
Hyattsville, Maryland in April 1965. 

Since starting Maryland operations in 1965 with 250 
acres, the acreage has increased to just under 1,000 acres 
under cultivation. 

First certified sod in Maryland — first in the USA and 
probably the first in the world. 

Active in both local and national landscape and nur-
sery associations, as well as various sod associations. 

Instrumental in forming the Maryland Turfgrass 
Association, serving as the first president. 

Annual turf scholarship — Parker Shirling Scholar-
ship. Parker, as the first president of MTA, proposed 
an MTA scholarship to a deserving Agronomy (turf) 
student each year. The proposal was adopted and the 
size of the scholarship expanded over the years. The 
MTA Executive Committee in early April 1976, named 
the annual MTA scholarship the 44Parker Shirling 
Maryland Turf Scholarship" in honor of the founding 
president and loyal supporter. 

Instrumental in drafting and adopting the present 
Maryland and Virginia Sod Laws and Regulations. 

Serves as a consultant and advisor to several national 
associations. 

Also instrumental in drafting the first general 
"Guideline Specifications" for landscape architects, 
both local and national. 

Served on Delmarva Advisory Council and for that 
group, was chairman of the committee on " land use" 
on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

Parker has worked closely with the University Experi-
mental Stations, Departments of Agronomy of Mary-
land, Virginia, Delaware, New Jersey, Penn State, 
Purdue and Michigan in research and development of 
new methods in turf production as well as being one of 
the stations maintaining test plots for new varieties of 
turf grasses. 

— Member of (and Served on the Board of Directors of 
some of the following): 

Virginia Nurserymen's Association 
American Association of Nurserymen 
Associated Landscape Contractors of America 
Landscape Contractors of Metropolitan Washington 
Maryland Turfgrass Association (First President) 
Maryland Turfgrass Association 
New Jersey Turfgrass Association 
American Sod Producers Association 
Golf Course Superintendents Association of America 
Mid-Atlantic Golf Course Superintendents 

Association 

Member of St. Paul 's Episcopal Church of 
Centerville 

Member of Rotary Club of Centreville 
Member of Rotary Squadran 
Chester River Yacht and Country Club 
B.P.O. Elks of Easton, Maryland 
Past Exalted Ruler of B.P.O. Elks No. 586 of 

Concordia, Kansas 
Past President of Lions Club of Concordia, Kansas 
Received " T h e Silver Beaver Award" Boy Scouts of 

America, January 1942, for service to boyhood. 
Received Order of Merit Award, Boy Scouts of 

America, March 1973, for outstanding service to 
boyhood. 

Everything you need to control diseases 
and weeds in turf and ornamentals. 
Ten turf diseases and almost 100 kinds of weeds yield 
to the Diamond Shamrock Pro-4 turf system. One broad-
spectrum fungicide. One preemergence herbicide. One 
postemergence broadleaf herbicide. One postemergence 
grassy weed herbicide. That's Diamond Shamrock Pro-4. 
DACONIL 2787^. The new chemistry fungicide. And now 
it's a flowable, as well as a wettable powder. 
DACTHAL® preemergence herbicide controls Poa annua, 
crabgrass and 15 other weeds. Available in two formula-
tions: wettable powder and granules. 
DACAMINE^ postemergence herbicide. Non-volatile 
2,4-D. Kills more than 70 broadleaf weeds. 
DACONATE® 6 postemergence herbicide. The organic 
arsonate with a high-quality surfactant already mixed in. 

Ask for our Product Information Regional Office 
sheets. 1100 Superior Ave. 

Cleveland, 
D i a m o n d S h a m r o c k ohio44H4 
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 



M a y 3, 1976 

M r . C r a i g S p o t t s w o o d , E d i t o r 
M i d - A t l a n t i c N e w s L e t t e r 
9 0 1 5 S p r i n g Hi l l L a n e 
C h e v y C h a s e , M d . 2 0 0 1 5 

D e a r C r a i g : 

M y m o s t h u m b l e t h a n k s t o al l o f M i d - A t l a n t i c . 

T h e b e a u t i f u l s i lver w i n e c o o l e r sha l l a l w a y s b e in a 
p l a c e o f h o n o r t o r e m i n d m e o f m y a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h al l 
o f y o u . T r u t h f u l l y , I k n o w o f n o g r o u p t h a t h a s p r o -
v i d e d s u c h a p l e a s a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p . I t h i n k t h a t w h a t 
rea l ly p u t m e a w a y o r c a u s e d m y r e t i r e m e n t w a s t h e 
" 4 0 " h a n d i c a p . 

R u t h a n d I t h a n k y o u al l a g a i n a n d I s i n c e r e l y h o p e 
t h a t I will b e a b l e t o a t t e n d a t l eas t o n e m o r e m e e t i n g 
b e f o r e w e m o v e . 

M o s t s i n c e r e l y , 

banç^h 
KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS' 

•U S hM »MM «11M B.r< 

A professional grass 
for professional people 

One reason Baron is the choice of most professionals is 
the combination of fast germination, slow growing and 
its ability to quickly form what sod growers call "a 
tight-fisted root system." You can mow Baron as low 
as %-inch — and that's another reason Baron is ideal-
ly suited for golf courses, 
sod fields, fine lawns, in-
dustrial and other land-
scaping areas. Since Baron 
is winter hardy, it keeps its 
deep green color well into 
the cold months. . .highly 
disease-resistant, too. 

bardh 
A professional grass 
for professional people 

rat 
i L O F T S l 

Exclusive North American Grower and Distributor: 

L o f t s P o d i g r o o d S o o d « 
Bound Brook, N.J. 08S0S / (201) 3S*-«700 

Your Local Art Rtprtnntativt J o h n w n Mr. JoMph Yudtn 
£ ° B o i 3 4 i J 3104 Sh«t>um« Ro#d 
CcntraviM«, Md. 21617 B^timor. Md. 21206 
T«l: 301-758-0072 Td: 301̂ 64-1279 

(ÊSuckner 
Johns-Manville JjJJì 

Distributor for 
West Virginia • Virginia 

Maryland • Dataware 
Buckner Sprinkler Equipment 

John-Manville Irrigation Pipe Fittings 
For design, modification or 
specialty assistance contact 

Richard C. Hill, Sr. 
(703) 635-3630 or 635-7155 

I R R I G A T I O N 
CORP 

P. O. SOX 1*1, ITATI ROAD Cl » 
FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 22f30 

Greens,,* 
Fairways 
TURF F O O D S 

F O R T H E P R O F E S S I O N A L T U R F M A N A G E R 
B O R D E N I N C / 5 1 0 0 V A B E A C H B L V D 

N O R F O L K , V A . ( B O X 4 1 9 - 2 3 5 0 1 ) 

G . W . " J u n i o r " R u c k m a n , J r . , R t . #1, Box 390J . 
Midd le town , Va . 2 2 6 4 5 — P h o n e (703) 869-2628 

G . L . C O R N E L L C O M P A N Y 
/ 1/ N t tO ( * *> t » ' 

16031 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE • GAITHERSBURG, M A R Y L A N D 
(301) 948 2000 

Turf Equipment 

JACOBSLN TRACTORS & GANG MOWLRS 
CUSHMAN TURF TRUCKS! LRS • BEAN SPRAYERS 

HEAVY DU I Y ROTARY MOWLRS•SEEDERS 
SWEEPERS • SOD CUTTERS • TRAILERS • WOOD CHIPPLRS 

TURF FUNGICIDES • SPRINKLLRS • GOLF SUPPLIES 

16031 Industrial Drive 
Gaithcrsburg, Maryland 

(301) 948-2000 

mm 
TURF GRASSES 

BULK ROOT MULCH FERTILIZERS & HERBICIDES 
TERRAGREEN PRODUCTS EASY MARKER PAINTS 

PHONE (AREA CODE 301) - 752-3415 

WM. 6 . SCARLETT & CO. 
606-632 PRESIDENT STREET 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202 


