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Reading Time Three Minutes

The World Book Dictionary defines apathy as ““lack
of interest or desire for activity; indifference; lack of
feeling.”’

October 1, 1963, thirteen years ago I joined this or-
ganization. On that day, I left my wife and new born
son in Massachusetts at 6:00 a.m. and set ‘Out.toranew
job in Maryland. 1 was fpll,?q.
fannly, relagw@sb friends, and unspraafwhat

m ounds like a soap.op y; g 'say.lamved
¥ 3:0q 1 the migt by: the.
%‘fﬁpected of
cl smg was' ‘told ‘the .that *

. was holdmg its O T meetmg at:
u%wy Clubin"Rockville, | Marylagd and:--
*xc that I, shﬁd attend. Not knowing , Nor ever
 having: #gmfush hour traffic around a. etropohs like, - .
. Washington, D, C., but with directions i , T set
~.put. Tg t:avel{?rmn‘Cmfwn”‘Mhryland e Rockyi ”
d«can’t take more than 30 t:;?.mmutw, I -

managed to Dnavigate.itin. Mﬁ!’&&lﬁo oo
- W0, say Mwas shaken on-my arrival at Woodmiont
27" would be an undel:sta[exnem sAfter tégaining my com-

M,*}hﬁde m?’ way from my car to the men’s grille,
"1*‘ ““Where I was told I would find Bob Shields, the host, and
v the rest of the Mid Atlantic membership.

Arriving at the men’s grille, I couldn’t believe my
eyes, there were 100 to 125 men in there having what
looked to be a great time. Well, again, not knowing a
soul I entered and as luck would have it, Bob Shields
was standing near the door and because he didn’t
recognize me and also because Bob, as you know, is a
congenial host, he introduced himself and asked if he
could help me. After I explained my situation, Bob took
me in tow, introduced me to Alex Watson, the then
Membership Chairman. Al, in turn, filled me in on the
Mid Atlantic Association, and he also took me around
the room and introduced me to some real fine guys, You
The Members. The fnendlmees, spirit, ‘and comradarie

<

pain-at 1eav1ng my Dew.. ..

of the group overwhelmed me. S
What does all the preceedmg have to do. wltlr apdthy

you ask, let me explam We ar on consisting ». + - ,»"3*
of some 180),:1 pa;hng ’mbmbers an ry;tﬁth&fwe i
Jlas dtdpped \Jrasncally ove: :the past-five years at all .;-:.jv_
meetings, co y i
- Why? Is it

“and acﬁ\!lnes'

. high, ai'e the demandsjaf ydﬁ;obs,xﬂcteasnhg thus cur-
’taxlmg your time. for # Assoc:anon aétxv:txes? I ask these

; quesndm beqanse aou are . the,> members ' not
S oommumcatmg to your elected Boqrd what the ptoblem

is,

“Yes, y §dqar has directed ltself toour decreas:pg ; :
attend b~you ‘the members ovemilamtude of ;
nidxfference, alm & smmi f‘oward Assouaﬁon S
activities. %Wﬂnéfuﬂed thqg we’ye. done what we
Ceart” It's up to ypn'the ‘member to:tirn this Association
around ggam:We you. We thought you needed us.

--You joined the Association.

S

If you are unhappy with the way things are going, if
the Association isn’t answering your needs don’t just
stay away, get involved, bitch. The squeaky wheel gets
the grease. You’ve got the vote.

Where is the friendliness, spirit, and comraderie I saw
and felt 13 years ago. I know its out there. ‘

Gentlemen, believe me this Association can not have
an impact or be viable without strong membership parti-
cipation. We have problems, but we don’t have prob-
lems that working together will not solve.

Come to the meetings, air your grievances, host a
meeting. Get involved, it only takes time, a little money
and commitment to the professional good of all. You’ll
be glad you did. I am.

Apathy is a dirty six letter word.

Bill Emerson
Vice President
Mid-Atlantic GCSA



