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May Meeting

Maryland Golf and Country Club
From Ron Hall

I have been employed at Maryland Golf and Country
Club for 6 years. Previously at Belair Golf Course in Bowie,
Maryland, of which I'm a native, I worked two years
(1960-61) under Bernie Heilig and was assistant for Charles
P. Nason one year before becoming superintendent in 1963.

Most of my knowledge has been acquired from fellow
superintendents brought forth by Mid-Atlantic Association
and the GCSAA.

I attended Dr. Deals’ Agronomy Short Course in 1968. I
would have to say the highlight of my career was becoming
certified in February, 1973.

Our course was built in 1959-60. Front nine designed by
William F. Gordon, back nine by Russell Roberts. Construc-
tion was done by local contractors and supervised by Ed
Morse, who died in January, 1969. Course measures 6,658
yards, par 73. Greens average 7,000 square feet and are C-1,
C-19 and penncross, cut 3/16”. Tees average 4,500 square
feet and are windsor, A-34 pennstar, manhattan rye and
colonial bent, cut %”. Fairways — non-watered, bluegrass,
tall fescue, manhattan rye and poa, cut %” spring and fall,

and 17 to 1%” in summer.
We are currently on a program of reseeding our fairways

with manhattan rye. The result speaks for itself as you will
see if you play the course.

We are also on a blacktop cart paths program. The
installation is being done with our golf course crew. We
install approximately 3,500 feet @ $1.50 per square yard.
Pretty good savings in these inflated times.

Paul Haviland is our golf pro and has been with the club
since its existence, which is 14 years. Paul was born and
raised at the Baltimore Country Club Five Farm Course.
After a hitch in the navy he served a four-year assistant
apprenticeship with Johnny Bass of Pine Ridge Course in
Baltimore County.

Russ LaGreca is our club manager, coming from the
Duponts Wilmington Country Club, where he was assistant
for two years.

Golf: Between 12 noon and 2 p.m. Lunch available.
Cocktails: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Dinner: 8:00 p.m.

Plenty of golf carts are available.

Directions to Club: North on 95 to Exit 4, US 24. Left on

. Rt.:24, approximately 4 miles to MacPhail Road. Right on

2,

“# Ma¢Phail Road, approximately 2 miles to Club.

3rd Annual Superintendent-Pro Tournament
Maryland Golf and Country Club
Bel Air, Maryland 21014

This tournament will be played best ball of twosome
with professional sweeps and superintendent gross and net
prizes with an added purse of $300.00.

If your head pro is not available to participate, invite
your assistant pro.

There also will be gross and net prizes for supers with or
without guests.

$15.00
3.00

Team entry fee
Member or guest

President’s Message

It won’t be long before we hear the continuous sounds
of tractor engines, mowing reels, rotary mowers, etc., on a
daily basis as another golfing season starts in the Mid-
Atlantic area. Once again we schedule procedures of firm
and reliable past practices into our turf management
programs. Some of us will no doubt try a few new
innovative ideas picked up from other superintendents, or
at one of the conferences in the past few months. No
matter how we go about making our various management
programs workable and effective for our many different
country club sites, we all have the same goal, and that is to
satisfy the club members.

In the past few years a number of episodes have
occurred which we feel might have been prevented or
overall results been less severe if certain individuals had
availed themselves of aid or advice from neighboring
superintendents of our association. We realize that either
through embarrassment, ego, or other personal feelings, one
isn’t prone to ask for help when problems arise. . . . This is
the wrong attitude. . . . Read your by-laws, under Article I,
Section C. This is what our association is all about, and we
would hope that if troubles seem headed in your direction
you would ask your fellow superintendents or your
association for advice.

Danish Proverb: “The man who is afraid of asking is afraid
of learning.”

»

Anon: “The greatest of faults is to be conscious of none.’

Alex Watson




Constructing
Benches

By George Thompson
Columbia Country Club

Five years ago, I purchased a steel form for park type
benches at a cost of $110.00. This was a good investment
because we have made 35 benches with it. We constructed
18 in 1970 (one for each tee) and have been adding about
five more each winter.

The form was purchased from R. L. Spillman Co. in
Columbus; they are America’s largest manufacturer of
specialty forms. We also purchase concrete inserts and
Phillips bolts to secure wood planks from Spillman.

I had the 2x4’s cut 6’, however 8 would probably be
more desirable on Par 3 holes where golfers generally have
to wait; a 6’ bench is not quite wide enough for four adults.
We have used both kiln dried hemlock and construction
grade redwood. The hemlock is a little harder and holds up
better under golf spikes. For some strange reason golfers
like to stand on benches even where fairway visibility is
good. Another factor is cost and the hemlock or fir is
one-half the cost of redwood. Most lumber yards will let
you pick out your own lumber if you ask. If you don’t pick
it over, figure on 10% or more unusable.

We use a solid-hide exterior wood stain. This covers well
with one coat and holds up for two years. I brought all my
benches in this year, disassembled them, turned the planks
over and repainted them, most of them look as good as
new. It is easier to do it this way than to paint in place
assembled.

Material Cost:
7 2x4’s, 6 foot $ 5.50
2 80 Ib. bags, sacrete concrete mix 4.70
14 3/8”, 16 threaded inserts 4.20
14 3/8” x 2% Phillips bolts 2.10
$16.50

The solid hide stain is $6.60 per gallon and does at least
15 benches, and the white masonry paint for ends costs
$9.10 per gallon and also goes a long way. It is not
necessary to paint ends, however. Labor involved is
approximately three hours per bench, which would being
the total cost per bench to approximately $28.00.

The concrete needs to be reinforced. Generally we use
old greensmower bed knives or other scrap iron. We also
add one gallon of Portland cement to each bag of sacrete
for added strength. One bag of sacrete does one end with
very little waste.

The benches are heavy (175 pounds) and could be an aid
or a hindrance. They are difficult to transport unless you
have a forklift; however, they don’t walk away either. I did
find one fifteen feet off the ground in a silver maple tree

Fertilizer

WRITE FOR COMPLETE SPECIFICATION SHEETS

Agri-Chemicals
Division of United States Steel

PO Box 1685 Atlanta. Ga 30301




(continued from page 2)

one morning, but this was exceptional. If I had caught these
kids, I would have hired them.

Some useful hints:

Let concrete set up for 48 hours before removing sides.

Coat form with oil, otherwise it is difficult to remove
without breaking.

Reinforce neck well, where it starts to taper down.

Wait until you have enough material for 4 or S benches,
and then set up a small production line.

Use caution transporting them — they crack.

The membership has received the benches very well and
they add considerably to a tee or club house area. They can
be tipped over to facilitate mowing, however a permanent
platform is more desirable, otherwise you end up with a
sunken bare spot. Other supers I know of who use these
benches are Sam Kessel and Mike Claffey; their ideas may
differ from mine.

George Thompson, C.G.C.S.

Phone (717) 427-4256

HUMIX®
Blue Ridge Industries

P.0O. Box 128
White Haven, Pa. 18661

TOP DRESSING
SEED BED MIX

; rié‘% PEAT HUMUS ‘/
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All Mixes Heat Treated. Pasteurized
and Mixed to Specification

BARRICK

Ground Burned Lime

Take The Guesswork Out Of Your
Liming Program
Buy

BARRICK’S GROUND BURNED LIME

S.W. BARRICK&SONS, Inc.

woodsboro maryland

301 — 845-6341
Claude H. Barrick — Res. 301 — 845-8648

Buckner ® Case Machinery ® Lewis Line
Locke Mowers ® Wood Mowers ® Goodall
Weedeaters ® Ransome 5/7's @ Cushman Vehicles

GOLF COURSE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Richard Browne, Representative
Chantilly, Virginia
703-471-1695

Rhodes Turf Equipment Co.
Hahn - West point

1085 Industrial Boulevard
Southampton, Pennsylvania 18966

Wally Stedding

5508 Windsor Mill Rcad
Baltimore, Maryland 21207

(301) 944-2202
(301) 298-3054

Herbicides

MCPP

MCPP Plus 2,4-D
Methar 80

Methar 30

AMA Plus 2,4-D
AMA (Super Methar)

Specialties

3336 Turf Fungicide
A broad spectrum systemic fungicide
that prevents and controls all six major

turf diseases. All Wet
Bro-ooban Turf Fungicide Clear Spray

Th t broad spect ic fungi- .

chle. Tr AR Ui Wouble Wees Tru-Green
Caddy Grass-Greenzit
PMAS (10%)

Spotrete

i @u@ | 1,] } \
CORPORATION
P.O. Box 10, Somerset, N.J. 08873

Granular Turf Fungicide
Cad-Trete

Grant Pensinger receives certification plaque from Presi-
dent Al Watson at our March meeting at Washingtonian
Country Club. Congratulations, Grant.



Oucknar
hns-Manville §
Johns-Manville Jm Distributor for

@ West Virginia ® Virginia
Maryland ® Delaware

& * Buckner Sprinkler Equipment

John-Manville Irrigation Pipe Fittings

CLA-VAL CO. For design, modification or

specialty assistance contact

Richard C. Hill, Sr.
(703) 635-3630 or 635-7155

®
IRRIGATION
CORP

P. O, BOX 191, STATE ROAD 613
FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 22630

SEEDS

GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES

DOUGLAS TOOLS AGRICO FERTILIZERS
BEAUTY BLANKET ROOT MULCH DU PONT FUNGICIDES

PHONE (AREA CODE 301) — 752-3415

WM. G. SCARLETT & CO.

608-632 PRESIDENT STREET
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202

Golf Superintendent Overlooked

by

Herbert Heinlein
Superintendent
Indian Spring Country Club

The next time you go out to play golf on your favorite
golf course, stop and just take a good look around you at
the greens, fairways, traps and even the roughs.

Then try to envision yourself being responsible for the
appearance and maintenance of this vast area, which stands
naked against the unpredictable moods of nature, and
which come under the close scrutiny of other players
almost all year around.

It’s alright, you are not alone. You probably are like
most players and club officials — you never give the man
credit who is responsible for the beauty and neatness of this
vast area.

The golf course superintendent has been overlooked by
the vast majority of amateur golfers and golf professionals,
who just take for granted that their round of golf will be

played over a course that has smooth greens and close-cut
fairways.

If it is just a national tournament or a club outing, the
superintendent is always forgotten. I am hoping that the
next time you walk out on the course and look around, you
just pause for a second and say a prayer for the golf course
superintendent and crew.

The Golf Course Superintendent Association of America
is taking steps toward making the superintendent a more
discernible part of the surface picture of golf courses
around the world. I'm excited about this, because this is
going to make the superintendent’s job more meaningful,
and this will make all of us enjoy our work and make a
better course to play on. Just remember not to gripe but
give your superintendent a good word for his efforts.

ProTurf’

W Controlled Release Fertilizers

MW Fertilizer Pesticide Combinations

M Fungicides Herbicides—Insecticides

W Soil Testing Weed [ Disease Identification

Scotts Windsor and Victa blends

Helping the superintendent
through turf research...

My M Tom Comalli
SCOTTS » LELY Jacfk cClenahan . - .
GANDY SPREADERS Technical Representative Technical Representative
F’inelst qua“;y mrfg} e Route 2, Box 118-3 711 Hyde Park Drive
Fairways ® Greens ® Tees ® Roughs Powhattan, Va. 23139 Glen Burnie, Md. 21061

Telephone: 301/969-4216
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é G. L. CORNELL COMPANY |sd Successful Allied
16031 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE ® GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 3

(301) 948-2000 Association Meeting

Turf Equipment

JACOBSEN TRACTORS & GANG MOWLRS
CUSHMAN TURF TRUCKSTERS ® BEAN SPRAYLERS
HEAVY DUTY ROTARY MOWERS e SEEDERS
JWEEPERS ® SOD CUTTERS @ TRAILERS ® WOOD CHIPPLRS

TURF FUNGICIDES ® SPRINKLERS ® GOLF SUPPLILS

This past March 24 marked a new milestone for
improved relations within the management trio of the
country club — the golf professional, superintendent, and

16031 Industrial Drive
Gaithersburg, Maryland
(301) 948-2000

Bolgiano’s
Division of Vaughan’s
Seed Company The

Fertilizers Choice
* Grass Seed custom
blended to your
specifications
* Professional
Turf Chemicals and
Fertilizers

1Iano

Visit us at 1701 Cabin Branch Road,
Landover, Maryland 20785
301-322-8800

bol

* Gold Tag Lawn Seed and  Golf Course

We can’t do anything about Teddy Temper
But when weed, insects and disease show up on your
turf, we have something for almost everyone of them.
Chipco Turf Kleen, Chipco Turf Herbicide MCPP

SUP—R—FLO Maneb Flowable, Chipco Microgreen Liquid

Chip-Cal Granular And Chipco Spot Kleen
Everything to help keep your greens (and fairways) in
the pink.

From Rhodia Chipco Products

““He’s not just another duffer
He’s cnairman of the greens committee”.

club manager. Through the efforts of the National Capital
Club Managers Association, a joint meeting was held at
Congressional Country Club, at which time presidents of all
these organizations, both local and national, united to-
gether to form a panel of 12 to discuss what is obsolete
within our respective professions.

Representing the superintendents on the panel were
Palmer Maples, our National GCSA President, who came up
from Atlanta, Georgia, and Alex Watson, our Mid-Atlantic
President, from Sparrows Point Country Club in Baltimore,
Maryland.

Both spoke of the superintendents of the 70’s. Today’s
superintendent relies upon continuous education instead of
learning from experience, he utilizes mechanization instead
of manpower, he keeps abreast of new developments that
could be of use to his operation, he attends educational
conferences, meetings and seminars to remain knowledge-
able within his profession, and he works with club officials
and community organizations and is generally a well-
rounded person capable of performing many functions not
typical of the greenskeeper of yesterday. Today’s golf
course superintendent must combine the knowledge and
training of an agronomist, entomologist, plant pathologist,
landscape architect, civil engineer and mechanic, as well as
public and labor relations. He must be well-versed in
business practices in addition to the requirements of
managing turfgrass.

While today’s successful superintendent recognizes what
is obsolete and solves his problems through education, the
greenskeeper of yesterday often solved problems using only
past experience as his guide. When he encountered prob-
lems he had not experienced before, he had no place to
turn to for help.

The rate of knowledge in the world is growing so fast
that by the time a child born today graduates from college,

E.&S.

SOIL PEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.
ROCKY MOUNT, N.C.
RT. 1 — BOX 267
919-443-5016

U.S.G.A. QUALITY TOPDRESSING
STERILIZED SOIL MIXTURES
PEAT HUMUS




(continued from page 5)

the knowledge available to him will be four times as great.
By the time that same child is 50 years old, it will be 32
times as great, and 97 percent of everything known in the
world will have been learned since the time he was born. To
survive, the individual must become infinitely more adapt-
able and capable than ever before.

Other speakers on the panel, the golf professionals and
club managers discussed what is obsolete within their
operations and how the three of us must work together to
achieve the goals of our country club. The other speakers
were R. William Clarke, Immediate Past President, Profes-
sional Golfers’ Association of America; Peter A. D’Angelo,
C.C.M., Immediate Past President, Club Managers’ Associa-
tion of America; Walter H. Asche, President, National
Capital Club Managers’ Association; William Strausbaugh,
Jr., President, Mid-Atlantic Professional Golfers’ Associa-
tion; Gerard F. Hurley, C.A.E., Executive Director, Na-
tional Club Association; John A. Harris, Executive Secre-
tary, Washington Area Tennis Patrons Foundation; Horace
G. Duncan, C.CM., Executive Director, Club Managers’
Association of America; and Richard H. Welch, C.C.M.,
Immediate Past President, Greater Baltimore Club Mana-
gers’ Association, and Director Region 4, Club Managers’
Association of America. The moderator for the panel was
Charles E. Smith, C.C.M., Past President, Club Managers’
Association of America.

baron

KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS'

*US. Plant Patent #3186, Dwart Varety

A professional grass
for professional people

One reason Baron is the choice of most professionals is
the combination of fast germination, slow growing and
its ability to quickly form what sod growers call “‘a
tight-fisted root system.” You can mow Baron as low
as %-inch — and that’s another reason Baron is ideal-
ly suited for golf courses
sod fields, fine lawns, in-
dustrial and other land-
scaping areas. Since Baron
is winter hardy, it keeps its
deep green color well into
the cold months. . .highly
disease-resistant, too. ;

' ,/

A professional grass
for professional people

MEMBER
Exclusive North American Grower and Distributor:

\J] Lofts Pedigreed Seed ..
LOFTS Bound Brook, N.J. 08805 / (201) 356-8700

Your Local Area Representatives:
Mr. Charles Johnson Mr. Joseph Yudin
P.O. Box 342 3104 Shelburne Road
Centreville, Md. 21617 Baltimore, Md. 21208
Tel: 301-758-0072 Tel: 301-764-1279

Also included in this panel were Harry Eckhoff of the
National Golf Foundation, and Harry Easterly, Jr., Vice
President of the United States Golf Association.

This joint educational assembly was the first meeting of
this kind held in the Mid-Atlantic, and from all remarks,
certainly will not be the last. This panel covered all aspects
of management of a country club. This knowledge is
necessary to help all of us better understand the whole
country club operation.

Over 300 were in attendance, many brought their wives
and members of their boards of directors from their
country clubs. The panel discussion was followed by a very
elaborate French dinner, which included three different
wines, the bottles being concealed in brown paper bags and
not identified until after dinner.

The National Capital Club Managers Association is to be
commended for this well organized and much needed,
successful joint meeting of the club managers, golf profes-
sionals and golf course superintendents.

Norm Culbertson

2354 Apple Tree Drive

Hagerstown Maryland
21740

LEBANON

Please contact me for a free product demonstration of
18-4-10 and 18-5-9 and for information on Lebanon’s
other course-care products.
Name

Title Golf Course

Streetor PO Box

Phone Number

City State 2ip
Gold Cup Quality for Professional Use

GPBB"SMJ
Fairways

TURF F00DS

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL TURF MANAGER
BORDEN INC/5100 VA BEACH BLVD
NORFOLK, VA. (BOX 419-23501)

G.W. “Junior’’ Ruckman, Jr., Rt. #1, Box 390J.
Middletown, Va. 22645—Phone (703) 869-2628

An Expression of Sympathy

We all express our deepest sympathy to Russell
Roberts on the passing of his wife, Dodie, this past
March 28th; and to Grafton Lumsden, whose father,
Talmage, passed away. Talmadge was formerly super-
intendent of Bethesda Country Club before Grafton
took over the job.




Call Campbell for
Quality witk Thrift!

Graded Stone & Sand Aggregates
Dolomitic Agricultural
Limestone

Manufactured Stone Sand

CAMPBELL
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Call Carroll Davis
at (301) 823.7000

ADAMS EQUIPMENT, INC.

Two Locations

928 Philadelphia Ave.
Silver Spring, Md. 20910 Baltimore, Md. 21234
Tel: (301) 585-1322 Tel: (301) 668-0500
Baltimore to Silver Spring Toll Free 792-04566
DISTRIBUTORS OF QUALITY LINES OF TURF EQUIPMENT

2205 E. Joppa Rd.

Potting Seil

It is often better and far cheaper to mix your own
potting soil. Since some potting mixes consist almost
exclusively of ground up leaves, take the hint. Make potting
mixtures by mixing common soil with an equal amount of
organic matter, either from composted leaves or peat moss.

Don’t depend too much on peat moss, though, as it has
no nutrient value. Use it only to improve the soil texture
and for its moisture-holding power. You can starve a plant
in peat moss, but not in composted leaves. Use 20 to 25
percent sand or perlite to give the potting mix good
drainage properties.

Use fish emulsion fertilizers for indoor gardening. They
are safe and contain all the essential elements for good
plant nutrition; nitrogen, phosphotus, and potassium, plus
all of the trace elements. Fish emulsion fertilizers are also
fairly inexpensive.

Contrary to what you might read in some gardening
publications, don’t bother with sterilization of potting
mixes. This process does kill weed seeds, but it also kills
many beneficial organisms, such as soil bacteria and
mycorrhizai fungi, which form symbiotic associations with
plant roots.

Don’t use dry hydrated or burnt lime for decreasing the
acidity of planting mixes. Use dolomitic limestone instead.

One application will supply sufficient calcium and mag-
nesium for one to two years.

Keep in mind that a potting mixture comprised of soil,
humus, and sand or perlite in equal amounts will be
satisfactory for most plants.

Country Club Taxes

Maryland’s country clubs made the news again. The
Washington Post (Monday, April 7) featured another gripe
article on the tax status of country clubs that take
advantage of the tax break if the club “promises to keep
their land in open space for 10 years.” This agreement can
be renewed for succeeding 10 year periods. This state law
was formed back in 1966 and next year will terminate the
first 10-year period agreement.

Under the present law, country clubs are exempt from
annual land assessment increases and pay virtually the same
rate of taxes each year, even though the value of land
around the country club is continually rising. In 1966 when
the agreements were signed, the assessed value for club land
was about 54% of the fair market value. Since these
assessments have not changed despite inflation, the current
assessment value is now only 28% of the fair market value.
A bill was recently introduced to increase country club
assessments to 50% of the fair market value but fortunately
the House Ways and Means Committee killed the bill
without a vote.

Ralph Nader is behind all this renewed publicity and we
can expect to see continued articles in the news until which
time the 1976 agreements are signed for another 10-year
period. This proposed tax assessment, or any future similar
tax assessment increase, is based on poor logic and
doubtfully will never gain any more attention than what
would normally be dead newspaper space.

Any additional tax assessment will result in a higher dues
structure for all country clubs throughout the state. The
majority of members are not rich and are already cutting
their expenses to survive our inflation. These members
would drop their memberships and virtually take country
clubs off the map, if they are faced with large dues
assessments. What happens then?

The state will be baced with increased overcrowded
recreational facilities as country club members turn to the
use of state recreational facilities. More park and municipal
golf courses will be needed, all resulting in increased
expenses for the state.

The old site of the private golf course will become
another community development forcing the need for more
public schools, libraries, roads, and other state-supported
community services, all resulting in increased expenses for
the state.

The far-reaching effects of putting the country clubs out
of reach of the average income bracket would be disastrous
to the state’s economy and our legislators know this. They
also probably belong to a country club and are not about to
cut their own throat! So in the year to come, watch Nader’s
Raiders closely, but don’t be overly alarmed by what the
newspapers have to say until the state legislature chooses to
show some interest.



* Marion Kentucky Blue
* Fylkind Kentucky Blue

* Certified Mixtures

* Pennstar Kentucky Blue

Princeron Turr Farms. inc.

Growers of Highest Quality Sod for
Lawns, Parks and
GOLF COURSES
We are the ONLY Local Grower of Turf
With a COMPLETE Inventory for all Uses

* K-31 Tall Fescue w/Ky. Blue
* Penncross Bent

* 328-419 Tafrote Bermudas

* NEW VARIETIES - Kinds

* NEW — EXCLUSIVE — WARRENS A 20 & A-34
Md. State Inspected and Certified

PARKER SHIRLING
Member GCSAA
Mid-Atlantic

301— 827-8454
BOX 105A — RR3 CENTREVILLE, MD. 21617
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EGYPT FARMS, IIIF

301 -335-3700

STERILIZED TOPDRESSING ‘
TOP SOIL — SOIL MIXTURES
SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK MULCH
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CRAIG SPOTTSWOOD — EDITOR
9015 SPRING HILL LANE
CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20015
Home: 301/986-0596

Published monthly by the Mid-Atlantic As-
sociation of Golf Course Superintendents
to aid in the advancement of the golf course
superintendent through education and merit.

Subscription rate for non-members: $5.00
per year.
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