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President's Message 

A Pause for Reflection 
It is with a feeling of honor and sincere humility that I 

have been selected to do service for our Mid-Atlantic 
GCSA in 1975. As individuals we have our own views 
and opinions on daily happenings as well as on our own 
field of endeavor, and if we communicate more 
frequently with one another and share those thoughts, 
our whole outlook changes for the better. The officers 
of your association have expressed on many occasions 
for more input from you, our membership. This we do 
request again for the year 1975, for it will make us 
stronger and more efficient, functional association. 

We are well into the winter season, or so we can sur-
mise by the many published weather reports and news 
media articles. To many of us winter means an entirely 
new phase of maintenance and reprogramming for the 
new season just ahead. This is the time of the year to 
renew refurbish. Irrespective of seasonable 
problems i&t hand during the winter months, now is the 
t im \ tq jfeuse, evaluate, and reflect. In the final analysis 
have oui>jg?ograms and schedules or maintenance prac-
tices met me full needs of our facilities? Have they been 
adequate and have we also met the needs and demands 
of our golfing members? 

The winter season as well as being a period of study, 
evaluation, and reflection also presents opportunities to 
become closer and better acquainted with other 
professional people in our field of golf turf and grounds 
management, and with many individuals with whom we 
come in contact in allied fields. These opportunities 
present themselves in a host of excellent seminars and 
conferences during this time of the year. So...in the 
spirit of the new year ahead, why not make it a point to 
meet with and converse with your fellow professionals; 
Guys whom you see all too infrequently. Develop and 
enhance these acquaintences. Be in on the know and ex-
change of ideas. The benefits of such get togethers are 
mutual and we all gain from such fellowship. We can all 
share each others company and mutual problems or 
happenings by attending one or more of the upcoming 
seminars or conferences in our field. Make plans now. 
Attend a few of these meetings and by all means, if 
possible, the National Conference in New Orleans, 
Louisiana in February. 

Alex (al) Watson 

George Thompson, CGCS Superintendent of the Year 1974 

George Thompson, superintendent of Columbia 
Country Club in Chevy Chase, Maryland, won the Mid-
Atlantic award for Superintendent of the Year, the 
greatest tribute the association can bestow upon a mem-
ber superintendent. George has served as Past President 
of the Mid-Atlantic (1972) and served on the Board in 
every other capacity over the past decade. His quality as 
a leader is frequently demonstrated through his constant 
demand as a speaker for conference programs 
throughout the Eastern United States and at our annual 
National GCSAA Conference. George is also famous 
for his student training program; many of which have 
become assistants and superintendents of golf courses in 
the Mid-Atlantic and surrounding states. He has 
authored many articles for professional publications 

and has been the subject of interest for other articles; 
one of which was a story about a typical golf course 
superintendent within the Mid-Atlantic and his 
problems of growing grass in this infamous transitional 
climatic zone. This article was for the Washington Post, 
Sunday edition (1972), and received wide acclaim as the 
biggest boost of recognition we have had in our 
profession within many years. 

George is a graduate of the Univ. of Mass. Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture. He came to Columbia in 
1963, and a year later took over as superintendent. 
Columbia Country Club is a nationally famous course 
where the 1920 National Open was played, and is today 
one of the most scenic golf courses in the Washington 
area. 



A year or so back we were all becoming newly 
acquainted with daily problems of constant price 
changes and shortages of any item in demand. We were 
all forewarned to "heed the signs" and plan well in ad-
vance for the needed materials with which we could not 
do without; i.e., chemicals, fertilizer, and seed. A year 
has since gone by and now most everyone is purchasing 
well in advance of their needs to keep everything green 
for the following year. As a matter of fact, some of us 
are purchasing materials for future use thru the year 
2000, as many people did last year with toilet paper in 
the Washington area and across the country. 

History tells us that someone "foresaw" the crisis 
and promptly proceeded to buy out all of one store's 
stock of toilet paper. That store being empty of this 
daily necessity, prompted all shoppers of this item to 
run elsewhere and do similarly — buy out the whole 
store's supply of toilet paper. Needless to say we had a 
shortage of this item in every store not long after the 
initial "foresight of one individual." It is now a known 
fact that several Washingtonions will not be in need of 
toilet paper for years to come. Unlike other shortages 

we have experienced, this oddity was created through 
the buying public and was not a result of shortages of 
raw materials. 

We could easily experience similar shortages through 
similar circumstances if we consider purchases for more 
than we need, depleting our suppliers stock of any given 
item. 

One superintendent has purchased over 85% of a 
commonly used chemical that was made available for 
the whole calendar year to a particular company. 

The first time I heard of such a happening I passed 
the story off with a laugh, wondering who would do 
that. The second time this happened, I thought im-
mediately of what I needed and began to follow suit, 
and plotted to get my hands on everything I could, 
regardless of what I had in stock. That seemed quite 
foolish after thinking about the problem for a while, but 
unfortunately not everyone can see this is a way of 
creating false shortage. 

After several conversations with some of our sup-
pliers of seed, chemicals, and fertilizers, I find that 
while shortages still exist, and supply and demand 
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changes daily, we can still expect to get most of our 
basic needs if we can pay the unknown price upon 
delivery and order early in advance of our needs. 

Some of us interpret the need of buying well in ad-
vance of our needs to mean that the supply will dry up 
and be no longer available — which is wrong, with the 
exception of banned chemicals. 

Shortages of our chemicals and fertilizer have 
resulted from shortages of natural resources and raw 
materials. All of our suppliers are consequently short of 
supplies and are being rationed to amounts comparable 
to their 1973-1974 sales. To further complicate the 
problem, with chemicals in particular, we find that 
many items are coming to our suppliers in part ship-
ments spaced throughout the year. At least this spacing 
of shipments will help alleviate the depletion of a given 
material within a short period of time. 

This situation will get worse before we see any let up 
in meeting supply and demand. We don't know if we are 
living through a depression, recession, or period of in-
flation, or all three at once. 

Last October President Ford declared war on in-
flation and for everyone to postpone unnecessary 
borrowing. Wait for the interest rates to come down. 
Save as much as you can. 

Thirty days later the President's economic advisers 
began to panic over the economic slump, and they got 
him to issue a new alarm advocating exactly the op-
posite. 
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At one time the consumer was requested to curtail 
spending and revitalize the economy. A tax hike was 
talked about to help cut purchasing power. Now a tax 
refund is the latest word as a means for increasing pur-
chasing power, to help the nation pull through the 
slump. 

This uncertainty of our future welfare, which is 
reflected through the uncertainty of our government ac-
tions, will continue through 1976 and ultimately con-
tinue to complicate our purchasing decisions, both at 
home and for the golf course. 

With these facts in mind we cannot accurately pre-
judge what tomorrow will bring — and should not com-
pound our problems by creating shortages through 
hoarding the total market of supplies. 

Fortunately most budgets won't permit this type of 
buying, and because of this fact alone we might all be 
protected against such a catastrophe. 

Keep in mind the toilet paper shortage and nobody 
will be without in the year ahead. 

Buckner • Case Machinery • Lewis Line 
Locke Mowers • Wood Mowers • Goodall 

Weedeaters • Ransome 5/7's • Cushman Vehicles 
G O L F C O U R S E SPECIALISTS, INC. 

Richard Browne, Representative 
Chantilly, Virginia 
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Seed Company The 
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Turf C h e m i c a l s and 
Fer t i l i zers 

Visit us at 1701 Cabin Branch Road, 
Landover, Maryland 20785 
301-322-8800 



Monday, January 6th — 1st day of conference 

Summarizing the 
1 9 7 5 Mid-Atlantic Conference 

The theme for the annual Mid-Atlantic conference 
dealt with ways to save money and operate on reduced 
budgets in 1975. 

Dr. Herbert Cole gave suggestions on management 
techniques we could use for disease control instead of 
spraying fungicides. I am sure some of us will have to 
use different management practices in 1975, as 
fungicide costs will increase as much as 25 °7o. 

Dr. Douglas Hawes reported on his warm season-cool 
season combination grass plots. It is gratifying to see 
that some research is being conducted into suitable grass 
combinations for the transition zone. 

Dr. Richard Schmidt from VPI discussed growth 
regulators, and the problems related to them. It is 
possible that we will be using more and more growth 
regulators each year in order to reduce labor costs. 

nitrogen leaching. This information could certainly be 
of benefit to us in the construction of greens. 

Dr. Joseph Troll, who is doing nematode research at 
the University of Massachusetts, gave some interesting 
facts about the different types of nematodes and 
nematode control. Nematodes can affect different 
varieties of grasses in various ways. 

A report by Dr. Ralph Engel on efficiency and safety 
in controlling weeds on the golf course showed the 
results his research has produced in pre-emergence 
crabgrass control, and what routes we have left open for 
poa annua control. 

The final speaker of the day was Dr. William Mit-
chell, who has built three experimental golf greens at the 
University of Delaware, using eight different soil mixes 
and employing surface and sub-surface irrigation. With 
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All Mixes Heal Treated. Pasteurized 
and Mixed to Specification 

Norm Culbertson 
2354 Apple Tree Drive 
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Please contact me for a free product demonstration of 
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other course-care products. 
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C i t y - S t a t e . - Z i p . 
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President Paul Barefoot delivers President's Message and 
Welcome with Program Chairman Bill Emerson 

individual drainage pipes for each soil type, Dr. Mit-
chell could gather information on infiltration rates and 

Tuesday morning a panel was set up with A1 Radko, 
Richard Valentine, Angelo Cammarota, and Dr. John 
Hall. "Ways to Survive in '75" was the topic for the 
day. Suggested survival techniques were keeping our 
equipment in top operating condition, and getting the 
most efficiency possible out of each piece of equipment 
in the barn. Also, we must use our labor force ef-
ficiently, and recognize and incorporate all of the 
abilities each of our men and women possess. In ad-
dition, we will have to buy our chemicals wisely, and use 
other management means to fight disease, and last, but 
not least, stay informed through conferences, 
publications, and communicating with one another in 
order to survive in 1975. 
Submitted by Gerald Gerard 
Bretton Woods Recreation Center 

From one pro 
to another 

WRITE FOR COMPLETE SPECIFICATION SHEETS 

Agri-Chemicals 
Division of United States Steel 
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E.&S. 
S O I L & P E A T I N D U S T R I E S , INC. 

R O C K Y M O U N T , N.C. 
RT. 1 - B O X 267 

919 443-5016 

U.S.G.A. Q U A L I T Y T O P D R E S S I N G 
S T E R I L I Z E D S O I L M I X T U R E S 

P E A T H U M U S 

Our new 1975 Mid-Atlantic President Alex Watson 



If you are to be a host for one of the Mid-Atlantic 
meetings here are some tips that may help you in plan-
ning for the meeting. 

With your Golf Professional — 
Date of meeting. 
Time of golfers arrival. 
How many players expected? 
Will caddys be available? 
How many golf carts will be needed? 
Arrange with pro shop: Register players 

Collect Money 
Figure and chart scorecards 
Negotiate prizes 

With Clubhouse Manager — 
Date of meeting. 
Will lunch be available. 
Will signing privileges be allowed, if not, cash, script, 

or whatever. 
Price of dinner, including tax and gratuities. 
Number expected for dinner. 
What percent allowance on number estimated for 

dinner. 
Plan menu early in advance of meeting. 
Anyone playing golf will be expected to stay for dinner. 
Head table facing memberhip to provide enough seats 

for Mid-Atlantic officers (3) speaker (1) and for 
guests of host. 

Provide for small table next to head table for use by 
the tournament chairman. 

Projector, screen, and PA system for speaker, if 
needed. 

With Locker Room Attendant — 
Date of meeting. 
Will lockers be available? 
Towels, showers, shoe shine, etc. 

With Newsletter Editor — 
Provide background information on yourself and points 

of interest about your golf course. 
Provide directions to club (if not easy to follow, draw 

map to accompany directions). 
Indicate — When golf course open. 

Caddies and cars available. 
Lunch available and where, signing 
privileges allowed? 
Time of cocktail hour and dinner. 
Name of speaker and his topic. 

**The newsletter information is needed a full month in 
advance of your meeting. 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 

They support our association and they are available 
when needed. 

EGYPT FARMS. INC. 
Whitemarsh, Md. 21162 

301 335 3700 

STERILIZED TOPDRESSING 

TOP SOIL - SOIL MIXTURES 

SHREDDED HARDWOOD BARK MULCH 
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Quality with Thrift! 
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C o n t a c t 

R ichard C. Hill, Sr. 
Hill 's Irrigation 

P.O. B o x 1 9 1 , Front R o y a l , Va. 2 2 6 3 0 
7 0 3 - 6 3 5 - 3 6 3 0 



The high and low temperature records of the National 
Weather Service used by the World Almanac tend to 
support the theory that the U.S. climate is cooling off . 
Through 1972, the last time a new state record for heat 
was established was in the summer of 1954. But new 
cold weather records have been set in 8 states in 5 dif-
ferent years since 1957. 

This cooling trend reverses a previous trend towards 
warmer weather through the early 1940's. Since the late 
1940's the average temperature of the northern 
hemisphere has dropped one half of a degree. Some 
scientists believe this small change is enough to cause 
important changes in the world's weather and in 
agriculture. A recent study by the International 
Federation of Institutes for Advanced Study concluded 
that the weather change will continue for several 
decades and will lead to major crop failures during the 
next ten years. 

Weather experts and governments are watching these 
changes carefully because of their probable effect on the 
world food supplies. Present populations and 
agricultural methods are highly dependent on the 
favorable weather trends of 30 years ago. A slight 
change in weather can lead to devastating famines 
around the world. 

Anybody who thinks there is any such thing as free advice 
probably never took any. 

Most arguments are sound... all sound. 

A D A M S E Q U I P M E N T , I N C . 

Two Locations 

928 Philadelphia Ave. 2205 E. Joppa Rd. 
Silver Spring, Md. 20910 Baltimore, Md. 21234 
Tel: (301)585-1322 Tel: (301)668-0500 

Baltimore to Silver Spring Toll Free 792-0456 

DISTRIBUTORS OF Q U A L I T Y LINES OF T U R F EQUIPMENT 

Means of Restoring 
Damaged Turf 

1. Sprigging: This method is developed by verticutting 
in good turf. The sprigs should be scattered generously by 
hand, then top dressed lightly with top soil that has been 
fumigated. 

2. Seeding: Some superintendents prefer to use hulled 
seed that is pre-germinated. Because this method will be the 
longest to restore life to a damaged area, it makes it 
undesirable to the golfer. 

3. Sodding: This method is the fastest of the three 
sources mentioned. It is advisable to prepare the damaged 
area, first, as you would for seeding, and, second, using sod 
that has been grown in soil that is adaptable to your own 
soil mixture. 

Demnicki—President 
Carolinas GCSA 

Ed Dembnicki, former superintendent of Indian 
Springs Country Club was recently elected President of 
the Carolinas Chapter GCSA. 

Doesn't take long for Ed to climb through the ranks, 
does it? 

G r e e n s * * 
Fairways 
TURF POODS 

FOR THE P R O F E S S I O N A L T U R F M A N A G E R 
BORDEM IMC/5100 VA BEACH Bi VD 

NORFOLK, VA (BOX 419 23501 ) 
G.W. " J u n i o r " Ruckman , Jr., Rt. '# 1, Box 390J , 

M i d d l e t o w n , Va 2 2 6 4 5 - Phone (703) 8 6 9 2 6 2 8 

IIAIIRMK 
Ground Burned Lime 

Toll« TK# Gv«uwofk Ovf Of Yovc 
liminf Program 

I A M I C U S GROUND IURNED LIME 

S. W BARRICK & SONS, Ine 
WOOOttOtO MAITUW 

301 - M 5 - 6 3 4 1 
Claude H Barrick - R n 301 - M S 8 5 4 I 



Your 1975 dues were sent out at the beginning of the 
year. Prompt attention to payment will be greatly ap-
preciated. For those members who did not receive a bill 
please sent $25 with your name, address, and affiliation 
to: 

Angelo Cammarota 
13520 Layhill Road 

Silver Spring, Md. 20906 

GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES 
D O U G L A S T O O L S 
B E A U T Y B L A N K E T R O O T M U L C H 

A G R I C O F E R T I L I Z E R S 
O U P O N T F U N G I C I O E S 

P H O N E ( A R E A C O O E 301 ) 752 3 4 1 S 

WM. G. SCARLETT & CO. 
6 0 « 6 3 2 P R E S I D E N T S T R E E T 

B A L T I M O R E . M A R Y L A N O 2 1 2 0 2 

We can't do anything about Teddy Temper 
But when weed, insects and disease show up on your 

turf, we have something for almost everyone of them. 
Chipco Turf Kleen, Chipco Turf Herbicide MCPP 

SUP-R—FLO Maneb Flowable, Chipco Microgreen Liquid 
Chip-Cal Granular And Chipco Spot Kleen 

Everything to help keep your greens (and fairways) in 
the pink. 

From Rhodia Chipco Products 

"He's not just another duffer 
He's cnairman of the greens committee". 

ATLANTIC ta Letter 
9015 SPRING HILL LANE 

CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20015 
Home: 301/986 0596 

Published monthly by the Mid-Atlantic 
Association of Golf Course Superintendents 
to aid in the advancement of the golf course 
superintendent through educat ion and merit. 
Craig A. Spot t swood 
Kenwood Country Club 
Bethesda, Maryland 301 /3 20-3000 


