
The State of Maryland offers a good example of the 
need of soil tests. Maryland is divided into 3 major 
physiographic regions—the Coastal Plain (eastern shore and 
southern Maryland), the Piedmont (central Maryland), and 
the Mountain Region. Soils of these regions were developed 
from different parent materials characteristic of each area; 
thus, some soils are vastly different from others. 

A further breakdown reveals that there are approxi-
mately 280 different soil series in Maryland and each soil 
series has a different capacity for supplying food. If we 
consider variations in surface texture, we must contend 
with about 700 different soil types. If we then consider 
variations in previous practices such as fertilization, cultiva-
tion and drainage, the soils in Maryland have literally 
thousands of different combinations of fertility and soil 
capability levels. 

Because of these variable soil characteristics, the best 
way to predict the amounts of lime and fertilizer needed to 
balance the natural soil fertility and to satisfy plant needs is 
by having your soil tested. The University of Maryland 
Soil Testing Laboratory provides this service free for 
Maryland residents. 

In some cases, soil fertility problems are unusual or more 
complex than normal. To help diagnose these problems, the 
University of Maryland Soil Testing Laboratory also runs 
special tests on soil samples. However, for most crop and 
soil conditions, it is not necessary to have these special tests 
run on your soil. If you have a specific problem with your 
crop, contact your county Extension agent to determine if 
the special tests may be helpful in diagnosing the problem. 

WHEN SHOULD SOIL SAMPLES 
BE TAKEN? 

Soil samples can be taken anytime during the year when 
the soil is in s satisfactory condition for sampling, that is, 
not too wet, frozen, etc. Soil samples taken when the soil is 
too wet should be air dried before sending to the soil 
testing laboratory. 
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CHANTILLY NATIONAL GOLF 
AND COUNTRY CLUB 

Our March dinner at Virgil Robinson's Chantilly C.C., 
which came in a succession of surprise platters, was 
undoubtedly one of the best dinners our association has 
had the pleasure to enjoy. Our thanks go to Virgil for his 
work and efforts which made for a very successful first 
meeting of 1974. 

SUBMITTING THE SOIL SAMPLE FOR TESTING 
Be sure that the sample was carefully taken so that it is 

representative of the soil in the lawn, garden, or field. 
Complete the information sheet and submit it with the 
sample. The sample can then be delivered to your county 
Extension office or delivered directly to, or mailed to the 
Soil Testing Laboratory, University of Maryland, College 
Park, Maryland. 

The soil sample is often the weakest link in the soil 
testing program. To strengthen this link, and to assure that 
the soil test results will ba as accurate and as meaningful as 
possible, you must see that the soil sample is taken 
carefully and conscientiously. The testing procedures used 
by the Soil Testing Laboratory are precise, and can be used 
to determine the fertility status of the soil in the sample. 
But to be useful, the soil in the sample must be representa-
tive of the soil in the area sampled. 

Remember! Soil test results can be no better than the 
soil sample you submit. 
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