Management Steps for
Better Water Use

By Dr. Robert W. Miller
Assoc. Prof. of Agronomy
Ohio State University

1. Mowing Practices—Lowering the mowing height reduces
the efficiency of water utilization. As the height of mowing
is lowered the number of roots produced and the depth of
the root system is reduced. Higher mowed grasses actually
have greater water use rates than low cut grasses but the
loss is uptake of water because of poorer root systems more
than overrides any advantages of lower mowering. Infre-
quent mowings also reduces the efficiency of water
utilization for the same reasons. The use of a dull or
improperly adjusted mower will increase the water use rate
of grasses.

2. Irrigation Practices—Excessive watering of grasses result
in a poor root system, increases the water use rate, and
decreases water absorption by the plant.

3. Fertility Level — Excessive nitrogen fertilization of
turfgrasses stimulates top growth, reduces root growth,
increases the water use rate and lowers turf quality.

4. Turfgrass Pests — Turfgrasses injured by disease or
insects will have higher water use rates than healthy grasses.
5. Traffic — Grasses worn by traffic have higher water use
rates. Traffic should be managed whenever possible to
prevent concentration of traffic.

6. Soil Aeration—Grasses grown on poorly aerated soil are
inefficient in water utilization. Several management factors
mentioned above effect soil aeration. Good management
along with the use of mechanical devices for soil aeration
will improve water use efficiency.
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One of our greatest illusions is that there will be more
time tomorrow to do the things we really want to do than

there is today.
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Never pay a compliment as though you expected a
receipt.

A CHANGE IN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

At the March Board Meeting two membership classifica-
tion changes were read and are being published here in
accordance with our by laws. Unless written objection is
received within 30 days after publication, these men will
become active members with their requested classification.
Wayne Bvans.y, .ol niicarainise Class E to Class B
Kenneth Braun Class H to Class D
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The secret of understanding people is knowing what to
expect from them.

Phone: (717) 427-4256

HUMIX®
Blue Ridge Industries

P.O. Box 128
White Haven, Pa. 18661

TOP DRESSING
SEED BED MIX
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All Mixes Heat Treated, Pasleuri'z.ed
and Mixed to Specification

the Vertagreen people meet you on yourown
ground with a professional turf program

The VERTAGREEN People from USS Agri-Chemicals offer a
complete fertilizer and pesticide program designed especially
for golf turf.

It can help you, the professional superintendent, achieve

:)bi'octives for a superior playing, more beautiful and lasting
urf.

Your local VERTAGREEN representative brings you the

finest line of golf course fertilizers and turf protection
products in the business.

Tune in on the VERTAGREEN Turf Program. It's made for
professionals and it works.

Turt Fertilzers and Pesticides lrom

Agri-Chemicals
Division of United States Steel

PO Box 1885 Atlants Goorges 20301

HILL’S IRRIGATION

New Distributor for Buckner Sprinkler Equipment
and John-Mansville Irrigation Pipe Fittings
For Design, Modification or Specialty Assistance
Contact

Richard C. Hill, Sr.
Hill’s Irrigation

P.0O. Box 191, Front Royal, Va. 22630
703-635-3630

When you

work for a company
like Scotts, you have a
lot to live up to.

100 years experience in helping make turf grass
greener and healthier, for example. Leadership

in the development of seed, fertilizer and contro
products. ProTurf products for fairways, greens,
tees and aprons that cost less to buy, are cheaper
to apply, and guarantee satisfaction. And a reputa-
tion for solving problems wherever turf grass is
grown.

Brian Finger

(=112 @l 4!U8 Charley Forest St. /7 Olnev. Md. 20832
W Phone 301/774-4194
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