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MAN IN THE MIDDLE

Do you ever get the feeling that you are the only one
who gives a damn about your golf course? I get this feeling
almost every time I impose restrictions on play. Every
Country Club has its share of soap box orators. Does this
sound familiar: “How come we can’t use carts; they’re
using them at So & So Country Club and we drain better
than they do. The golf course is in good shape but you
won’t let us use it, and what are you saving the course for,
the season’s almost over?”

During the month of June in which all of us had overa
foot of rain we heard this type statement many times. As
always we are in an impossible situation, whatever decision
is made is unpopular with certain people. You are criti-
cized when you close and when you open, when you re-
strict carts and when you don’t. This was the first year I've
heard people say, why did he let carts go today, he isn’t
using his authority properly.’ Regardless of what restric-
tions are needed, this is a Superintendent’s Decision and
he should have written into his contract or have some
written authority from the Board stating this. I don’t be-
lieve a superintendent can be held responsible for course
conditions if he doesn’t have the right to restrict play.
Any Green’s Chairman who takes this responsibility on
himself has got to be crazy. He has his own business to
run; if he ran out to the course everytime it rained, he
would be bankrupt. I’ve seen many a good superintend-
ent leave the business because that authority has been
wrestled away from him. We are all in this business be-
cause we enjoy it, we certainly are not in it for the money.

I hope you have enjoyed the Spring of 1972 more than
I have.

George B. Thompson Pres.

AUGUST MEETING

The next meeting of the Mid-Atlantic will be August 8,
at the Country Club of Fairfax. Our host will be
Sam Kessel. Golf can be played anytime after 12 noon.
Cocktails will be at 6:30 and dinner at 7:00.

Directions to the club: From the Virginia Beltway take the
Braddock Road exit #5 west (Route 620) about 6 miles to

route 123. Turn left and the club will be about one and
one-half miles on the right.

JULY FAMILY PICNIC

A warm sunny day, an ocean breeze, good food and
good company all contributed to making our annual picnic
a big success. Out Eastern Shore Supers really know how
to control the weather. Russell Kerns and Lou White even
provided us with a momentary solar eclipse of the sun to
provide shade for the sunburned beach bathers. The beach
and water were so relaxing that our hosts had a difficult
time getting everybody over to the picnic tables and off the
beach.

Steamed hard shell crabs with a keg of ice cold beer,
followed by a huge barbequed chicken dinner, capped off
our day of family recreation. Wouldn’t it be nice to do
that every weekend!

NOTE FROM NATIONAL GCSAA

GCSAA HEADQUARTERS -- Readers of THE GOLF
SUPERINTENDENT are reminded that because the 44th
GCSAA Conference and Show will be held January 7-12
1973, in Boston, Massachusetts, a month earlier than in
past years, it has become necessary to change the pub-
lication’s schedule.

Itwill be issued as follows for the remainder of the year:
August/September, October/November and December
(Special show issue). The journal will continue to follow
its rigid mailing schedule of the first week of each
publishing month and readers can still expect to receive
their copies early in July, August, October and December.

GOLF COURSE

Golfer, dear golfer, please lend me your ear.

I’'m here to give you beauty, |’'m here to give you cheer.
But I’'m littered by your beer cans, your cigarette

wrapers and such.

That | can’t stay nice with all this crap. It really is to much.
So won't you please take care of me as if | were your own.
Won’t you please help keep me beautiful like you do your
home.

Oh, and, thanks — | needed that !



FLOOD OF ‘72

Agnes will long be remembered by all East Coast Super-
intendents; probably more so than hurricane Hazel in 1955.

Agnes was unique in that all damage resulted from
flooding and raging currents of water. Relatively little
wind destruction was noted in the Mid-Atlantic area.

The Mid-Atlantic States were not familiar with handling
such a crisis and consequently were unprepared for Agnes.
Most courses suffered much loss of trap sand, washed out
pump houses, bridges, and maintenance shops.

Hardest hit in our area was Mike McKenzie at Goose
Creek C.C. in Leesburg, Virginia. Some of you Washing-
tonians might have noticed Mike was pictured on the front
page of the Washington Star paddling across his course in a
canoe.

Four holes at Goose Creek - tee to green - were com-
pletely covered with at least one foot of silt, debris mixed
with oil, grease and gas, and many dead uprooted trees.
Mike’s shop, located near the turbulent Goose Creek, was
severly flooded..All his maintenance equipment suffered
from silt and oil deposits, including his car which has since
been junked. “I wasstanding in ankle deep water in my
shop, and 40 minutes later Iwas swimming”, Mike said.

Mike’s first major effort of clean up was to remove the
silt off his greens and salvage his power equipment from the
mud covered shop. For three days, he and his men worked
on uncovering the greens on the back nine and two greens
on the front: some of which were hard to locate because
familiar landmarks were washed down the river and land
contours changed.

How does one go about removing slick silt, mixed with
grease and oil, from the surface of greens? Mike found an
answer. He bought out all the laundry soap from the area
stores and powdered his greens with soap. A four inch
water hose was then used to flush the surface clean. Mike
shoveled much of the debris off before soaping his greens.
Some greens were pure white in color after cleaning, which
was attributed to lack of sunlight and oxygen. As of this
date, the soaped greens are recovering well with 75 to 80%
salvaged.

Mike’s primary objective now is to keep the front nine
open for play and concentrate on clean up on the back nine
to prepare for fall seeding of tees, fairways and lost greens.
Hopefully the full 18 will be open by next spring.

VIRGINIA GETS 3rd GENERATION “SUPERINTENDENT"”

Michael Paul McKenzie, born June 1, 1972, provided the
McKenzie’s with a healthy 7 lb. boy. His father, Mike, is
superintendent at Goose Creek Golf Course in Leesburg,
Virginia. Mike’s father, Paul, is superintendent at Chartwell
Golf and Country Club in Arnold, Maryland.

JOB REQUEST

Douglas Eugene Dailey received a B.S. in agronomy in
June, 1972 from V.P.1. He is interested in golf course work
in the Washington area. He is 22 years old, single, and his
military status is 4F. For further information contact him
directly. His address is Route 5 Box 451, Winchester,
Virginia.

RAINGAUGE READINGS

Last year at this time, 15.25 inches of rain was recorded
from April thru mid July. It was a very wet year for our
area. This year 34.5 inches of rain was recorded for the
same period of 3% months. Over 15 inches of this rain fell
during the month of June. (These readings are of the
Rockville area and may equal or surpass those in neighbo
ing areas.)

With the above figures in mind it is interesting to note
that one inch of water over one acre equals 27,000 gallons
of water.

Fortunately, we are blessed with improved chemicals
and modern maintenance equipment to enable most of us
to live through this stress period of rain, heat and high
humidity. The real summer is still in front of us, and a bad
year is anticipated for all diseases, especially pythium. The
use of fungicides on greens has increased in spite of the
newly introduced systemic fungicides. This will increase
our anticipated chemical and labor costs.

Increased frequency of mowing roughs and the shovel-
ing and raking of washed out sand traps have also increased
our labor costs.

HOPE YOU’RE FEELING BETTER

Jim Reid, retired superintendent of Suburban Club of
Baltimore (1951 - 1967) recently became ill and is now in
the Chapel Hill Convalescent Home. Jim would appreciate
a card or note from his Mid-Atlantic friends.

His address is: ~ Chapel Hill Convalescent Home

Liberty and Robossom Road
Randallstown, Maryland 21133

RAINY DAY JOBS

This topic has plagued all of us this year in the Mid-
Atlantic States, more so than normal. Rainy day jobs be-
come scarce when we live through a constant monsoon
season.

Early in the morning the skies darken, rain begins to
fall, and the crew comes in quickly. The repair of equip-
ment was completed during the last weeks rain, new tee
markers and benches were made, some painting was done,
and the whole shop was cleaned out twice. You don’t want
to send the men home - good men should be guaranteed a
40 hour work week. Unfortunately rainy days are hereto
stay and constructive work must be found for all employ-
ees.

The old motto “Don’tput off until tomorrow what you
can do today” does not apply if you can hold a given in-
side project for a time when rain delays outside work.
Your files should contain a folder on suitable jobs for bad
weather days. This will help you prepare ahead by having
on hand materials needed for any given project - 4x4’s for
tee markers, cement and redwood for benches, etc.

Following are a few guidelines to insure all employees a
productive rainy day’s work:

Equipment Familiarization

Teach the proper technique of sharpening a reel, bed-
knife, or chainsaw to all who operate this equipment. Have



each man practice on an old reel or bedknife.

Shop Improvements

A rainy day is an ideal time to build that new work-
bench, add a new electrical circuit, or put up shelves. This
kind of work is often impossible to get done during the
winter months when the shop is full of equipment.

Small Construction Jobs

Tee markers can be made out of 4x4’s. Cut long 4x4
lengths into 4 inch squares and put a 30 penny nail in one
flattened corner. Saw off the head of the nail and paint the
block of wood.

Cement benches with redwood slats are easily construct-
ed when cement forms set up in the summer rather than in
winter.

Other small construction jobs could include making a
few purple martin bird houses, or possibly a new tennis
tournament chair.

Education Sessions

Have a blackboard permanently mounted in your shop.
If only a short rain is anticipated, a constructive educa-
tional discussion should take place. List all jobs routinely
done by your crew on the board and question everybody
why and how each job is done. Encourage suggestions on
ways of improving any particular job. As all the men learn
the purpose of their work, they will become more valu-
able and versatile.

The possibilities of subjects for discussion are unlimited.
If the rain continues you can discuss your irrigation system.
Explain how the entire system functions, from the pump
house to the jammed pop-up or bad selonoid.

Identification of turf diseases should be pointed out to
all employees and what you do to control them. This is
especially important to the man who changes cups.

Have your mechanic lead a discussion on what every-
body can do to keep equipment running smoothly. You
and your mechanic should discuss each piece of equipment
with the whole crew available to ask questions. Show the
men what the machine will do, necessary adjustments, daily
maintenance, and where the machine should be stored.

Show Slides

You probably accumulate 35Smm slides of your golf
course. Keep a projector on hand and run through the
slides for your men. They will enjoy seeing the growth of
the course and themselves at work: also “a picture is
worth a thousand words” when instructing your crew to
improve their work. With this in mind be sure to photo-
graph your men during all of the jobs performed on the
course. Most of us don’t take enough pictures and what we
do take is normally a before and after shot of some con-
struction or renovation project.

Visit Another Course

Most of us find it difficult to travel around our area and
visit our neighboring superintendents. A rainy day is a per-
fect time. Take your assistant, mechanic or top men and
go see someone else’s operation. You probably will learn
something from a tour of another golf course or shop. Your

top men rarely, if ever, see another shop or meet other men
in their field of work. Be sure they get this opportunity on
at least one rainy day.

If anyone has some unique ideas or jobs reserved for
rainy days, please jot them down and send them in to the
newsletter mailbag. We all will benefit.

Craig Spottswood

THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER MANAGEMENT
PART Il — Fred V. Grau

Fertility levels greatly affect water requirements. Hungry
turf needs five times as much water to produce a pound of
dry matter as well-fed turf. There are records that show
Marion bluegrass going 40 days between irrigation periods.
I’'ve seen bermuda grass turf (well fed) still green after 90
days without water.

We are recognizing the growing need for potash in turf-
grass maintenance. The need is greater on irrigated turf
because water washes the potash out of the plant. Studies
in Michigan showed that 71% of the potash in grass plants
is lost after 4 hours of irrigation. Many of us have come
to believe that, on irrigated turf, we need to balance potash
with nitrogen, about a 1:1 basis. After studying many soil
test reports, I have formulated a fertilizer mixture that
could be useful in many situations where potash has become
critical. It is, simply, a mixture of granular ureaform (38-0-0)
and granular sulfate of potash of equal particle size (0-0-50)
in proportions of 1,200 pounds to 800 pounds respectively.
This yields a material of approximately a 23-0-20. Phosp-
horus, where and when needed, can easily and inexpen-
sively supplied in several ways.

We are in the International Hydrological Decade, 1965 —
1975, during which time the water resources of the world
will be studied and mapped in infinite detail. Also, during
this time, we will be re-doubling our efforts, to conserve
the water we have and to learn how to get along with less
water. We do not have any new sources of water - we
must “make do” with what we have.

I’d like to share with you an experience I had in Texas
while I was Director of the Green Section. The complaint
was that, no matter how much water they put on the
Seaside greens they would not hold a shot. At that time
I was playing good golf so I went out 80 yards in the
fairway and hit 8 iron shots. It didn’t take long to realize
that, with bermuda fairways cut at 1% inches, every shot
was a “floater” that would not hold no matter how soft
the green. The obvious answer was to mow the fairways
down to % inch so that the golfer could play a controlled
shot by placing the ball between the club face and the turf.
The greens were allowed to dry and, with less water, they
held the shot better (and the grass recovered).

In another case, during a tournament, a putting green
was wilting and it needed water very badly, the chairman
instructed the superintendent NOT to put water on the
green while the sun was shining because “it would burn the
grass”. The result was that the grass died because it did not
get the water when it was needed!

No matter who you are or where you are you (and I)
are committed to the concept of “Efficient Water Man-
agement”. 1 recall vividly hitting golf shots with Horton
Smith and Al Watrous in Detroit many years ago. After



testing nearly every type of golf shot we concluded that the
best turf from which to hit a controlled golf shot was
close-cut, iinwatered fescue turf. Irrigated bent-forget it!

I believe that, practically, we must work toward devel-
oping more drought-tolerant grasses and learn to man-
age them with minium water. Dry grass is healthy grass.
We must learn how to maintain healthy grass without the
need for massive doses of lethal chemicals. Do we need
to kill all the weeds? Let’s let some wildflowers survive!
Let’s not spray pesticides fence to fence.

PICNIC PICTURES

Lee Dieter Sam Kessel - standing Right - Carl Schoening
Jack McClenahan - sitting Left - George Thompson

Bill Livingston and Kit Russell Kerns



David Cammarota

Wife - Cheryl Anne

Left - Carroll Davis

Right - Buck Whetsell

Left to right - Lou White, Angie Cammarota, John McDonald & son.

CHIP-CALQ
TRI - CALCIUM ARSENATE

AND A FULL LINE OF TURF IMPROVEMENT
PRODUCTS FOR USE BY THE GOLF COURSE
SUPERINTENDENT, Including:

-Buctril® Bromoxynil
«Turf Kleen
- MCPP

CHIPMAN DIVISION

CHIPCO @ Turf Products
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08903

HEAVY RAIN — NO DRAIN
PYTHIUM COMES — TURF SUCCUMBS

HENRY J. CARROLL H. R. HERNDON, JR.
235-4189 338-0483

HENRY J. CARROLL
TREE SERVICE

Member of the Maryland Arborist Assn.,
American Society of Consulting Arborists
and the International Shade Tree Conference

3911 YOLANDO ROAD BALTIMORE, MD. 2128

Princeton Turr Farms. Inc,

Growers of Highest Quality Sod for
Lawns, Parks and
GOLF COURSES

We are the ONLY Local Grower of Turf
With a COMPLETE Inventory for all Uses

® Merion Kentucky Blue @ K-31 Tall Fescue w/Ky. Blue
® Fylking Kentucky Blue @ Penncross Bent

@ Pennstar Kentucky Blue @ 3.28-419 Tafrote Bermudas
@ Certified Mixtures ® NEW VARIETIES - Kinds

® NEW —EXCLUSIVE —WARRENS A 20 & A 34

Md State Inspected and Certified

PARKER SHIRLING

Member GCSAA
& Mid-Atlantic

301 « 827-8454
BOX 105A, RR3 CENTREVILLE, MD. 21617




Try our FUNGICIDES  HERBICIDES

INSECTICIDES WETTING AGENTS
LIQUID & SOLUBLE FERTILIZERS

SINCE 1939

. ALFCO ROKEBY CO. INC.
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phone 373-1394 p. o. box 267 MARIETTA, OHIO 45750

BARTON

IRRIGATION SALES
&
SERVICE
Cherry Hill, N. J. ® Phone 609-429-6500

Simpsonville, Md. @ Phone 301-531-5051
Richmond, Va. @ Phone 703-288-2962

S e 0

ADAMS EQUIPMENT, INC.
928 Philadelphia Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
(301) 585-1322

Briggs & Stratton Parts
Kohler Parts

TORO Power Equipment
Ryan Power Equipment

Sprinklers Lauson - Tecumseh Parts
Fertilizers Wisconsin Parts
Chemicals

Complete Turf Maintenance Equipment
Complete Service Available

When you

work for a company
like Scotts, you have a
lot to live up to.

100 years experience in helping make turf grass
greener and healthier, for example. Leadership

in the development of seed, fertilizer and control
products. ProTurf products for fairways, greens,
tees and aprons that cost less to buy, are cheaper
to apply, and guarantee satisfaction. And a reputa-
tion for solving problems wherever turf grass is
grown.

Brian Finger
(=l 4!08 Charley Forest St. / Olney. Md. 20832
M Phone: 301/774-4194

9
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2205 E. Joppa Road Baltimore, Md. 2123

(Off of Beltway Exit No. 30) AREA CODE 301 668-0500

GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT

Fungicides - Insecticides - Fertilizers
Irrigation Equipment
Miscelleneous Golf Supplies

STERILIZED TOP DRESSING

SOIL MIXTURES

EGYPT FARMS, INC.

Whitemarsh, Md. 21162
301-335-3700

JOHN W. STRICKLAND PRESIDENT

YOUR COURSE DESERVES QUALITY

KAPCO CUSTOM MIXING IS QUALITY
For Best Results Contact —

R. Ford Verdery
220 Orchard Ave.

Dover, Del. 19901 £
Phone 302 674-4760 i

You Know You'll Grow with KAPCO

GI‘{QBHSW
7 Fairways
TURF FOODS

FOR THE PROFESSIONAL TURF MANAGER
BORDEN INC/ 5100 VA BEACH BL VD.
NORFOLK , VA (BOX 419 23501)
G.W. “Junior’” Ruckman, Jr. 2407 Lewisdale Drive
Hyattsville, Md. 20783 — Phone (301) 422-9075




The
Golf Course

Choice
Tums F0OP

il Milorganite
‘_-'_?'A‘HM Fungicides - Herbicides -
Insecticides

BOLGIANO’S

F. W. BOLGI ANO & COMPANY
411 New York Avenue, N. E.
Washington, D. C. 20002

Capitol City Seeds l : m

Gold Tag Fertilizers

547 - 4800

Polgiamos '

BARRICK

Ground Burned Lime

Take The Guesswork Out Of Your
Liming Program
Buy

BARRICK'S GROUND BURNED LIME
S. W. BARRICK & SONS, Inc.

WOODSBORO, MARYLAND
301 — 845-6341
Claude H. Barrick — Res. 301 — 845-8548

SBEDS

GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES

DOUGLAS TOOLS
BEAUTY BLANKET ROOT MULCH

AGRICO FERTILIZERS
DU PONT FUNGICIDES

PHONE (AREA CODE 301) - 752-3415

WM. G. SCARLETT & CO.

608-632 PRESIDENT STREET
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202

G. L. CORNELL COMPANY

16031 Industrial Drive ® Gaithersburg Md. 20760
Phone: 948-2000 (Area Code 301)

GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT

FUNGICIDES — SPRINKLERS — INSECTICIDES
MISCELLANEOUS GOLF SUPPLIES

&

Cornell Chemical and Equipment Co., Inc.
TURF MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS

CLIFFORD S. CASE
RESIDENCE PHONE
WINDSOR 4-1348

1115 N. ROLLING ROAD
BALTIMORE 28. MARYLAND
RIDGEWAY 7-1042

Want turf feeding flexibility?

call on AGRICO’

AGRICO COUNTRY CLUB FERTILIZERis
o Available in a variety of analysis formulated for
use on greens. tees and fairways
Available with pesticides for insect control.
Available with herbicides for control of broadleaf | ««
weeds, clover and chickweeds

AGRI-TONE 28-7-14 ond
AGRI-TONE 20-20-20
Water Soluble Fertilizers

AGRINITE — notural organic nitrogen
AGRICO CHEMICAL COMPANY, DIVISION OF
CONTINENTAL OIL COMPANY

ALEXANDRIA, VA. - PHONE: (703) 751-5140

CLEARY PRODUCTS FOR BETTER TURF

“PMAS" — Crabgrass & disease control

“CADDY"'— Liquid cadmium fungicide

“SPOTRETE" — 75% Thiuram Fungicide

“ALL WET" — Wetting agent

“THIMER" — Mercury & Thiuram Fungicide

“METHAR" & “SUPER METHAR"’ — Crabgrass
Control

“CLEARYS MCCP" — Weed control in bent grass

“TRU-GREEN" — Liquid Chelating agent

“CLEAR-SPRAY" — Anti-dessicant Protective
Sticker

“CLEARY'S 3336" - Systemic for Pythium and
Six other Diseases

W. A. CLEARY CORP.

NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY

(&) Call Campbell for
| Quality with Thrift!

' \QJ Graded Stone & Sand Aggregates

Dolomitic Agricultural
Limestone

Manufactured Stone Sand
CAMPBELL

QUARRYMEN
CONTRACTORS
MANUFACTURERS

Durvon of THE FLINTROTE COMPANY

MARRY 7. CAMPSELL SONS’ COMPANY

Call Carroll Davis
at (301) 823-7000

CAMPBELL BUILDING, TOWSON, BALTIMORE, MD 21204




Phone: (717) 427-4256

HUMIX®
Blue Ridge Industries

P.O. Box 128
White Haven, Pa. 18661

X

| i TOP DRESSING
. SEED BED MIX

'::‘\'j‘ﬁ% PEAT HUMUS
S

éAII Mixes Heat Treated, Pasteurized
" and Mixed to Specification

4

the Vertagreen people meet you on yourown
ground with a professional turf program

The VERTAGREEN People from USS Agri-Chemicals off.er a
complete fertilizer and pesticide program designed especially
for golf turf.
It can help you, the professional superintendent, achieve
objectives for a superior playing, more beautiful and lasting
turf.
Your local VERTAGREEN representative brings you the
finest line of golf course fertilizers and turf protection
products in the business.
Tune in on the VERTAGREEN Turf Program. It's made for
professionals and it works.

Turf Fertilizers and Pesticides from

Agri-Chemicals

Division of United States Steel

Published monthly by the Mid-Atlantic Association of
Golf Course Superintendents to aid in the advancement
of the golf course superintendent through education and
merit.

Craig A. Spottswood
Manor Country Club
Rockville, Maryland 20853
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Needwood Golf Course ;
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