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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:

How proud we should be to be members of the
Mid-Atlantic section. Nearly half of our number
attended the National Conference and more attended
our own Baltimore Conference. Since we are endowed
with SO many progressive, forward-looking
superintendents, why are only half of the golf facilities
in Maryland represented in our association? This is the
area in which Public Relations can help us to reach all
the superintendents. I feel it is of no value to make the
public aware of us, but that our association has a place
in the golf industry. We should strive to acquaint others
in golf with the value of our association and profession.
As an example, a neighboring superintendent’s
association has sponsored a Supt., Pro., Club President,
and or Mgr. “Golf Outing”. I understand this is a great
success and valuable in the free exchange of ideas, as
well as being enjoyable.

This type of public relations would put us in
contact with others in the golf industry which is part of
our association’s object. I shall try to keep our object in
mind through the year. In case you have not read it
lately, it can be found in the By-Laws, Article 1, Section
C - - Object:

The purposes of this Association
are to promote research, to
interchange scientific and practical
knowledge relating to the care of
golf courses and turfgrass
operations, including the
production, maintenance  and
improvement of turfgrass, to
encourage cooperation with other
associations whose interests parallel
or complement those of the
Association and to promote justice
and education to and for its
members.

Bob Milligan

IS YOUR SPRING OUTLOOK BLEAK?

This is the time of the year when most of our
golfing members are sitting in front of their television
sets, watching the professional golf tournaments in all
their splendor and color. As they watch Jack Nicklaus
drive his ball three hundred yards down the middle of
the fairway, they feel like they could get out on the first
tee at their own club and really smash that ball to
pieces. Just what do they see when they come out to
their clubs at this time of year? They see exactly what
we saw, when we came back to the Mid-Atlantic from
the Miami Beach conference. Bleak, dismal, dormant

For Golf Course Use

Seeds
Golf Tag Fertilizers
Milorganite
Fungicides - Insecticides

F. W. BOLGIANO & COMPANY
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Ground Burned Lime

Take The Guesswork Out Of Your
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Growers of highest quality sod for lawns, parks
and golf courses

PRINCETON TURF FARDMNS, INC.

Box 105A, RR3, Cenvreville. Md
Zip 21617 Area Code 301 827-8454-7155

Office and Farm: 12 miles east of
Chesapeake Bay bridge on U.S. 301

Grades of STATE CERTIFIED CULTIVATED SOD

Marian Blue K-31 Tall Fescue w/ Kentucky Blue
Certified Common Kentucky Fescue and Blue Mixtures
Penncross Bent Bermudas — 328 - 419 - Tufcote

ALL TURF Irrigated - Cultivated and Maintained
to proper height for two years prior to lifting.

State Inspected - Personal inspection invited
PARKER SHIRLING, Manager

GUSTIN’'S

Baltimore Toro, wc. - .

® TORO LAWN EQUIPMENT
® RYAN AERIFICATION

® SPRINKLERS

® MILORGANITE

® FUNGICIDE

Complete Parts & Service

2205 E. Joppa Rd.
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

NO. .8-0500

Want turf feeding flexibility?

call on AGRICO’

AGRICO COUNTRYCLUB FERTILIZER s

o Available in a variety of analysis formulated for
use on greens, tees and fairways.

® Available with pesticides for insect control.
o Available with herbicides for control of broadleaf | »
weeds, clover and chickweeds.
AGRI-TONE 28-7-14 and
AGRI-TONE 20-20-20
Water Soluble Fertilizers
AGRINITE — natural organic nitrogen
AGRICO CHEMICAL COMPANY, DIVISION OF
CONTINENTAL OIL COMPANY
BALTIMORE, MD. — ALEXANDRIA, VA,

the grass people

GOLF COURSE DIVISION

...IN SERVICE TO THE GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENT

BRIAN FINGER

301/725-3833
926 Pineway Drive
Laurel, Maryland 20810

grass and leafless trees. What a letdown after the
semi-tropical climate that southern Florida has.

We can help to offset this colorless landscape
around our clubs and golf courses by the use of more
evergreen type shrubbery and trees and especially with
more early spring blooming flowers. We hear people say,
“flowers are a pain in the neck”, ‘“they take up too
much time” or “I have to do the work”. These are .the
people who don’t appreciate the beauty of color and
don’t care about the other fellow, their member. it’s
surprising just how much the smallest bed of crocuys,
tulips, daffodils, or annuals, such as ageratums, asters,
geraniums, marigolds, petunias, and perenials, such as,
iris, delphiniums, and asters, can brighten up the whole
surroundings and possibly even influence the outlook
one member might have for that particular day. It might
mean one less member climbing your back that day
because of a deep foot-print in the trap at No. 17.

These are extremes to which flower planting can
be done, high, middle, or low, depending of course on
budget, manpower, and facilities. There are clubs in our
Mid-Atlantic area that have all three. It doesn’t take
much to put in a bed of tulips. The bulbs are cheap
enough, the work is done in the late fall or early winter
when time is more available, and I’m sure everyone has a
spot where a flower bed can be located that will be
noticed by practically everyone.

Just to mention a few clubs and what they’re
doing; Alan McCurrick at Chevy Chase Club, has 17,450
cubic feet of greenhouse area where he grows about
25,000 plants per year. He supplies potted plants for the
clubhouse, annuals for his grounds and plant cuttings to
increase the beauty of his club. Buel Hitchcock, at the
Washingtonian Country Club has about 10,000 cubic
feet of permanent greenhouse area with another 18,000
cubic feet to be build this year. Buel figures he puts out
25,000 to 30,000 plants per and when his new unit is
built, who knows! These are examples of extremes on
the high end; in the middle we have George Thompson,
at Columbia Country Club who has 800 cubic feet of
greenhouse. George says, “you’d be surprised how much
plant material can come from a greenhouse this size.”
On the low end of the extreme, we have a club like
mine, Lakewood Country Club; I don’t have a
greenhouse but I do plant 1500 spring flowering bulbs
every year and 75 to 100 dozen annuals. This costs my
club some money but the landscape maintenance
portion of my budget has never been challenged. Why?
They must like the color even though they won’t admit
it.

Let’s take the time to provide these people with
something they can admire and be proud of. Even
though our manpower is scarce, get in there yourself,



after dark of course, and plant a few. One warning
though — do everything by the book, or you’ll have
those green thumbed women members on your back
instead of the men.

Dave

CONGRATULATIONS

Lee and Judy Redman reported a nice going
away present. They took their new daughter Michelle
Rene’ to St. Louis with them. She was born on January
20 and weighed 7% pounds. The three Redmans left for
Bellerive C.C. on January 30. Lee will take over as
superintendent as soon as he arrives there. The entire
association wishes Lee the best of luck at his new club.

George and Jackie Thompson also reported in
with the birth of a new baby girl, Regina Lynn. Reggie
was born on the 25th of January and weighed 8%
pounds.

FROM THE EDITOR

February - the second month of the year - how
can spring be far off? And with the coming of spring,
are you ready for another growing season? Were you
able to grasp and retain a few good ideas from the
National or from one of the many local conferences?
There have been several excellent meetings this year and
if each of you haven’t gotten at least one or two new
ideas that you personally can use in your own
operation, then perhaps you missed the boat entirely. In
looking over most of the programs for the conferences
this year, for some reason, the subject material seemed
to be useful to most everyone. It is due to the fact that
we superintendents are becoming more united in our
problems or that we are more willing to share our ideas
with our fellow supers and our program committees?
The rcason is not perfectly clear yet, but it seems that
both of these as well as perhaps other reasons were the
cause. Whatever the causal agents were, we should try
even harder next year to assert what we would like to
see and hear at our own conferences, We are now to the
point where we are able to assert ourselves and make
our ideas known better than in any other period in our
professional history. Not only do we have young
members, but our older members have young ideas too.
The idea exchange medium between supers seems to
have become much more pronounced today than it was
ten or fifteen years ago. The age is past when the
superintendent had “‘secret formulas” for good greens.
The age is past when the superintendent would not

Weblite for Quality Turf

Direct from research plots to the Golf Course.
Weblite is available for mixing with your own
soil or as a complete sterile soil mix for greens
construction or top dressing.

WEBLITE CORPORATION

P.0. Box 780 Roanoke, Va. 24004
Telephone: Area Code 703—345-1426

\+/

NATIONAL CAPITAL TORO, INC.
928 PHILADELPHIA AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD.

JUniper 5-1322
Fertilizers

TOR

Complete Turf Maintenance Equipment

Sprinklers

POWER MOWERS* * * *FOR MODERN LIVING

Complete Service Available

G. L. CORNELL COMPANY

16031 Industrial Drive ® Gaithersburg, Md. 20760
Phone: 948-2000 (Area Code 301)
GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT

FUNGICIDES — SPRINKLERS — INSECTICIDES
MISCELLANEOUS GOLF SUPPLIES

CLEARY PRODUCTS FOR BETTER TURF

“PMAS"" — Crabgrass & disease control

“CADDY"— Liquid cadmium fungicide

“SPOTRETE" — 75% Thiuram Fungicide

“ALL WET"” — Wetting agent

“THIMER" — Mercury & Thiuram Fungicide

“METHAR" & “SUPER METHAR" — Crabgrass
Control

“CLEARYS MCCP” — Weed control in bent grass

“TRU-GREEN" — Liquid Chelating agent

“CLEAR-SPRAY" — Anti-dessicant Protective
Sticker

W. A. CLEARY CORP.

NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY
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(717) 427-4256

HUMIX®

BLUE RIDGE INDUSTRIES

— — PROCESSORS OF — —
PEAT HUMUS SOIL MIXTURES
LEONARD A. O’HARA P.O. Box 128
President White Haven, Pa. 18661

YOUR COURSE DESERVES QUALITY

KAPCO CUSTOM MIXING IS QUALITY
For Best Results Contact —

John Gross
620 Regester Ave.

Baltimore, Md. 21212 £y <
Phone 377-6172 ﬁi

You Know You'll Grow with KAPCO

&

Cornell Chemical and Equipment Co., Inc.
TURF MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS
CLIFFORD S. CASE

RESIDENCE PHONE
WINDSOR 4-1348

1115 N. ROLLING ROAD
BALTIMORE 28, MARYLAND
RIDGEWAY 7-1042

Miller Chemical & Fertilizer
Corporation

* FERTILIZERS
% INSECTICIDES
* FUNGICIDES
* WEED KILLERS
and
* NEW BLACK WONDER
(H.A.D.) FERTILIZER

Hanover, Pehha, cos-conte v iit . 717-637-8921
Met, Washington .- _.__._ Wallie Miller 559-1648

divulge his wage to anyone, often times not even to his
own wife, for some unknown reason. And the age is past
when the superintendent was “just a farmer” or “the
guy who cuts the grass”. If you fall into any of these
classifications, maybe you had better use the winter
months and take better advantage of the blessings that
these conferences really are. These meetings should not
be used merely as an excuse to get out of town for a
week and go on a cheap trip, but more as an excuse to
benefit ourselves and our clubs.

COMMENTS INVITED

Those who attended the National, attention!
While it is fresh in your minds, do you have any
comments, pro or con, about the conference? These can
cover any portion of it, from accommodations to the
guided tours. If there is any part of the week in Miami
you would like to mention, please send it to one of our
editors and we’ll review your comments. Then if we can
use these to better the meeting, we will either send them
on to National Headquarters or we will retain them for
next year’s advisory committee. Either way we want to
hear from you - after all, it is your conference.

OLDE TYME LIBRARY

Lee Dieter, super at Washington Golf, recently
acquired a large box of books that belonged to John
Connolly. Mr. Connolly studied at Syracuse University
and was there in the ‘thirties. These books contain quite
a storehouse of information, some still valid, but much
that is VERY much out of date. A lot of the more
outdated material will be covered this month as well as
in the following issues. Several of these books were
published between 1900 and 1910, and it makes for
sometimes amusing reading. Lee would like to know if
there are any other members who might have some old
publications like these so we could make initial steps to
start a “turf library”. This would be something which
would be both unique as well as educational. Keep your
eyes open for turf books and grab ‘em if you see any
interesting ones.

ROSES TO=

Didn’t Ed Dembnicki do a nice job on his
presentation in Miami? The slide presentation he gave
was very well done. This is one program that should be
kept from year to year, only covering two or three
georgraphic locations at a time instead of the whole
country. This sharing by means of slides is a good
example of how we as superintendents are working with
rather than against each other.



SPEAKING OF PICTURES

Part of Dr. Grau’s talk at Miami somewhat
followed this same line of thought. Let’s take a look at
part of what he said;

“Many golf course superintendents have become
excellent photographers. Significant events are recorded
on film, both black and white and color. The report that
is supplimented by a few well-chosen glossy black and
white pictures will be sure to get the message across
more effectively than the report that is nothing but
black and white pages. When you write an article for the
Golf Superintendent, the editor will ask you for some
glossy photographs for illustrations. Color
transparencies shown on a screen with a good projector
represent another way to get the message across. You
can bring parts of the golf course right into the
committee meeting, particularly the items under
consideration. As you gain proficiency in this means of
communication, your stature will be enhanced and you
will be more valuable to your club.

One more thing about pictures - the good
photographer is one who throws away all his bad
pictures. Don’t put yourself in the position of having to
be apologetic. Show only the good ones.”

Of course, this all leads to a point - any of you
who have one or two or any number of good pictures
that you would like to share with us, please feel free to
send them to us and if we can put them in, they will be
included in one of our newsletters.

NEWS FROM THE VIRGINIA AREA CLUBS

There isn’t a lot of activity in Virginia or for that
matter anywhere else in our area this month. Everyone
is getting cabin fever or something and they are all ready
for spring. The main concern this winter is the lack of
snow that we have had. And of equal concern, directly
due to this lack of precipitation, is the excessive use of
the greens. It will be interesting to see the combined
effects of the weather and the play come spring. As Ed
Dembnicki stated in the November Newsletter “Closing
the course and prohibiting traffic, under unfavorable
conditions, is a sound and essential management
practice. Some clubs are not too considerate of this
fact.”

But nonetheless, things are being done at a few of
the courses. Lee Dieter at Washington Golf has put in
two new Astro-Turf tees. One of them is at number two
and the other one is at number twelve. He build forms
to hold the sandbase underneath the turf, then covered
it with the rug of grass. Lee says it costs as much to

THE LOGICAL CHOICE

Golf course superintendents every-
where are turning to Borden Greens
& Fairways Turf Care Products.

o Bornen

e Greens & Fairways 45 (30-5-10)
* Greens & Fairways 75% Organic

* Greens & Fairways 16-8-8
* Greens & Fairways Greenskeeper

(25-5-10) (13-3-9)
e Greens & Fairways 36 (24-6-6) e Greens & Fairways Turfgrass
* Borden 38 (38% N) Food (16-5-11)

For prices and name of nearest distributor, write BORDEN INC /
Chemical Division, Turf Products, Box G, Columbus, Ohio 43203,
Contact: G.W. “Junior” Ruckman, Jr. - 2407 Lewisdale Drive

Hyattsville, Md. 20783 — Phone (301) 422-9075

install it as it does to buy. The frost has heaved the
forms up out of the ground and in addition, the pros
who have played the fake grass apparently are not too
impressed with it, especially with their iron shots.

Over Chantilly way, Virgil Robinson is busy
getting ready for spring. Virg says ‘“The club is panelling
the grill room and they are planning an addition to
include a dining room and a new pro shop.”

At Pincecrest No. 1, Ken Lohr reports the golf
course is going strong. The golfers seem to really like the
winter greens. The number two course is closed for the
winter, except for maintenance and repairs. Wouldn’t
that be a nice situation to be in?

At Westwood, Jack McClenahan is in the
remodeling and home improvement business. He and his
crew have been redoing the kitchen in the clubhouse.
Jack says he doesn’t mind because it has kept his boys
busy and more important, they promised him he
wouldn’t have to install any galvenized pipe! Westwood
also plans to update their equipment inventory with
quite a few replacements and a few new additions.

And at Springfield, Denny McCammon reports
that he and his crew have been doing some more sand
trap rebuilding and some tree work on the golf course.
But if the ground doesn’t stay frozen for a little longer
than it has been, he says that it is going to really put the
rush on them to get all the traps ready by spring.

MORE ELECTIONS

At the V.P.I. Turf Conference held the last week
of January in Richmond, two of our local boys were
elected to offices in the Virginia Turf Council. Sheldon
Betterly was re-elected as president and Lee Dieter was
elected as second vice-president. Congratulations to our
Northern Virginia winners.




POSITION OPEN

Algie Pulley has been working on the course
layout at Evergreen Country Club near Manassas,
Virginia, and informs us that the position of golf course
superintendent is now open. The course will be an 18
hole championship length layout, ranging from 6200 to
7200 yards in length. The tees average 6000 sq. ft. and
are bluegrass. The greens average 7500 sq. ft. and are
seeded Penncross. Greens and tees will be watered
automatically and fairways will be watered manually.
Salary is open to negotiation, but will be “average” for
the Mid-atlantic area.

MEETING DATES AND PLACES

As you will be noticing, some of our meeting
dates will be changing this year. Our monthly meetings
will be held, whenever possible, on the second Tuesday
of the month rather than on the first as they have been
before. This was voted on and approved by the Board of
Directors some time back to avoid the conflicts during
the summer due to the many summer holidays. This
plus the fact that the new date will not put such a rush
on the news deadline so the newsletter should reach you
in time for you to see where the meeting will be. The
way it was before, it really put the rush on Ed to get it
out on time. Hopefully this will relieve the situation to
some extent. But the meeting for March will be held at
Indian Spring Country Club on the first Monday, like it
used to be, due to scheduling conflicts. Be sure to watch
for your meeting notice cards and take special notice of
the dates. A detailed list of meeting places will be
published as soon as it is confirmed with all the host
superintendents.

OLDE TYME CORNER

The following are a few excerpts from one of the
old books that Lee Dieter had given to him by John
Connolly. The book that these come from is entitled
by Leonard Barron and was first
copyrighted in 1906. For the benefit of all greens
chairman, club officials, and other club members who
‘ might be reading this article, please note the date and

“Lawnmaking”

consider the common sense factor before asking your

superintendent why he doesn’t do things this way.

From Chapter XIII, entitled “The Peculiar

Requirements of Putting Greens”

“As to soil preparation: here again the
requirements are quite distinct from those indicated for
an ornamental lawn. To help the fine, short growth, a
poor, sandy seed bed and an abundantly drained
sub-soil, preferably of gravel, is necessary. For a lawn,
make the soil deep and rich; for a putting green make it
shallow and dry. If the course lies on a clay or loam,
import sand - sea sand if possible. Seeding should be
much thicker than for lawns - say twice as thick than
the quantities recommended.”

“Mr. Walter J. Travis, the well known world’ golf
champion, writes thus: ‘Do not put fertilizers of any
kind on a green except, perhaps, some bone dust and
then only once every three or four years. If the soil is
very poor a thin top dressing of well screened loam,
plentifully mixed with seed, may be applied in the
spring. The chief trouble with most greens, however, is
that the soil is too rich and the grass is, consequently,
coarse.”

And on the practice of watering, Mr. Travis had
this to say; “ - Therefore don’t be afread to soak a
green. No injurious effects will come from the hot sun
pouring down its rays if watering is done during the
daytime. On the contrary much good is done as the
water is usually cold - sometimes very cold - and the sun
offsets this, which is not the case when the water is
applied at night.

Really some noteworthy stuff there, eh sports
fans? But stay tuned - there will be another exciting
installment next month on how to do your thing from
seventy years ago.

NEW POSITION

Dr. Elwyn E. Deal has been appointed assistant
director for agriculture, Cooperative Extensive Service,
University of Maryland. An associate professor, Dr. Deal
is currently servingas a turf specialist in the Agronomy
Department at the University. His new extension
assignment becomes effective March 1. Deal came to the
university as an assistant professor in 1964; he was
promoted to associate professor in 1968. His primary
duties have included both research and Extension work
in turf management. He has also taught turf
management classes at several off-campus locations.
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