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NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Golf Course Superintendents Association wil l be held November 
14, 1967, at Sparrows Point Country Club, Balt imore, Maryland. Golf may be played starting at 12 
Noon. Lunch m i y be purchased at the Gri l l . The social hour wil l be f rom 6:30 to 7:30 p .m. followed 
by dinner and business meeting. 

OUR HOST 
A. D. (A l ) Watson is the Superintendent at Sparrows Point C. C. A1 was born in Glasgow, Scotland, 
and came to the United States at the tender age of one year and ten months. Al was raised in Warwick, 
Virg inia. He attended and graduated f rom Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Class of '49, with a degree 
in wi ldl i fe conservation and forestry . A f te r serving in the U.S. Navy during World War II in the south-
west Pac i f i c , he was employed by the U. S. Corp of Engineers at Ft. Belvoir as a surveying engineer. 
Fol lowing this he was sel f-employed for several years. He was later employed by the City of Warwick 
as park superintendent and landscape engineer for f ive years. In this work he supervised and admin-
istered all phases of park and ground maintenance. Al has been a golf course superintendent for 
nine years . While at Sparrows Point he has supervised construction of the new 9 hole course in 1960-
61. A l ' s assistant is Bob Orazi, a graduate of Rhode Island University, who former ly worked for 
Colonial Gardens Company, Ohio, in golf course construction and ground maintenance programs. 



THE COURSE 
Sparrows Point courses were designed and built by Wi l l iam and Dave Gordon. The course is rol l ing 
and wel l trapped, has numerous water hazards and wooded area, and is regarded as a pleasure and 
challenge to play. The regular 18 is a par 72, 6609 layout, and the 9 hole course is 3146 yards, 
par 36. 

M A I N T E N A N C E 
The greens are C - l - 1 9 with one exception, number 17 which is C-7 . Greens are mowed four t imes 
a week at 3/ l6 " (during hot weather raised to l/4' ' ) are now being cut 7/32". Fer t i l i za t ion p rog ram 
is N i t r o f o rm (powder blue) and sulfate or potash at regular intervals , applied with proport ioner . 
When l ime is needed, hydrated l ime is applied also with proport ioner . Superphosphate is also ap-
plied as necessary . Greens rece ive 8-9 lb./lOOO per growing season. If possible, they are aer i f i ed 
and top dressed twice each year . The tees are Mer ion Blue, Bermuda, Fescue and Bent mixtures . 
They are mowed at l/2" and f e r t i l i z ed at four week intervals with 10 lb./lOOO 10-10-4. The f a i r -
ways are a mixture of Merion, Kentucky Blue, Pennlawn Fescue, Bent, Bermuda, and Poa Annua 
cut at 5/8" during cool weather and 13/16" during warm weather. F e r t i l i z e r is applied at 250 lb. 
acre (10-10-4) at four week intervals starting in Apr i l through October. The course is i r r i ga ted 
with quick coupling system on the fa irways, manual rotary pop-up sprinklers on greens and tees . 
Rotary heads were installed around the greens in 1965 and tees in 1966-67. In the winter season 
water is supplied f r o m two lakes each serv iced with 500 g. p. m. pump and a deep wel l pumping 280 
g. p. m. Fa i rway watering is done during the day with- 14 heads being used, one on each of 14 f a i r -
ways starting at the green and working toward the tee. Greens and tees are done either in ear ly 
morning or late evening. 

A nursery of t rees and shrubbery is now producing plant mater ia l for continuous landscaping of the 
course grounds. 

DIRECTIONS TO SPARROWS POINT 
F r o m the West - Beltway to Carl ing Brewery . Take Harbor Tunnel to #1 Exit - Halabird Ave . -
straight thru Dundalk Ave . and Mer r i t Blvd. intersections and Wise Ave . to the club entrance on 
right. 
Other motor is ts fo l low North Point Road - Route 151 to Wise Ave . intersection, turn right on Wise 
Ave . to club on le f t . 

PRESIDENT 'S MESSAGE by Ange lo Cammarota 
October is noted for many pleasant and var ied scenes and the beginning of the long holiday season. 
In preparing to communicate with you, I thought of Columbus Day which many people ce lebrate on 
October 12th. I naturally thought of how dif f icult it must have been for a young Italian sai lor to com-
municate with that tr ibe of f r iendly Indians that met him af ter he landed on this continent. I guess we 
fa i l to rea l i ze that young Chris must have been a better diplomat than he was a navigator. When we 
stop to think, this fe l low convinced a woman to hock her jewels to finance his voyage around the wor ld 
with three sailing vesse ls , I can imagine this ingenious fe l low greet ing the Indians with a giant p izza 
in one hand and a jug of Chianti in the other. I also thought of the Indian's pr imi t i ve method of com-
munication - smoke signals. The problem with his method was the fe l low sending the message had 
di f f iculty with smoke getting in his eyes. I hope my messages have not been too clouded fo r you to 
decipher. 

At our regular board meeting, fol lowing the October membership meeting, the Board of D i rec tors 
voted to increase the membership dues in our association to $15. 00 in 1968. Ed Dembnicki and Bob 
Mil l igan were appointed to serve on the Adv i sory Committee at our National Conference. Frank 
Haske, George Gumm, and Robert Shields were selected to again serve on the Nominating Committee . 
The Board also voted to place a full page ad in the conference issue of The Golf Course Superinten-
dent as we have done in previous years . 

The Bal t imore Conference Committee has prepared a tentative p rog ram for our Educational Confer -
ence at the Holiday Inn Downtown in January. Mr . Haske reported on the Christmas party we are 
planning in December . You wi l l rece ive further information on this event in the mai l and also in 
this N E W S L E T T E R . I hope everyone can be present for this a f fa i r . It was planned to g ive our 
ladies a night of pleasure they so wel l deserve . Get your reservat ions in ear ly . This wi l l be a 
great help to the committee to adequately prepare for this event. 



Le t ' s keep up the good r eco rd of attendance at our membersh ip meet ings. We wi l l be looking for you 
at Sparrows Point in November . Don't f o rge t to mai l your reserva t i on cards fo r this meeting to our 
host, M r . A1 Watson. 

N O M I N A T I N G C O M M I T T E E R E P O R T 

The Nominating Commit tee - George Gumm, Bob Shields and Frank Haske have se lected f o r your 
considerat ion the fo l lowing slate of O f f i c e r s and D i r ec to rs for the e lect ion coming up at the December 
meet ing: 

P r e sident: George C l eave r 

V ice - P r e sident: Frank Haske 
L e e Dieter 

S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r : Russe l Kerns 
Ed Dembnicki 

D i r ec to rs : n George Thompson 
J\ A l l en MacCurrach 
P Dave Fairbank 
P Paul Bare foo t $ 
/I Lou White 
& Jack McClenahan 

T O U R N A M E N T C O M M I T T E E by Ber t Yingling 
It was a beautiful day at the Woodmont Country Club for our annual tournament. Bob Shields had the 
gol f course in beautiful shape but someone played t r i cks with that l i tt le golf ball and took it s ightsee-
ing. 

But when the sun went down and the cards w e r e turned in we found that Robert Mart ino had made off 
with the " G L O V E R Trophy " again. Cl i f f Ol l inger won second low g ross while low net p r i z e went to 
Ralph Strouth. George Corne l l was low in the " C o m m e r c i a l D iv is ion" with Char les Lynch the runner 
up. 

Colonel Johnson won the "Guest D iv i s ion" while H. Somers was a rea l c lose second. There we re 
numerous other p r i z es g iven out to the go l f e r s to wind up an eventful day. 

We w i l l be playing golf in Cal i forn ia in February and I would l ike to know who is going to make the 
t r ip a week ear ly . 

N E C R O L O G Y 
It is with deep r eg re t that we r eco rd the death of: 
L . Edgar Mye r l y - Ba l t imore City Superintendent of Parks and one t ime acting D i rec tor of the Depart -
ment of Recreat ion and Parks . His e f f o r t s helped make the c i ty ' s public golf courses among the best 
in the nation. 
O. B. F i t ts - Charter Member and F i r s t P res ident of the Mid-At lant ic . 
Wi lson Disney - Sales Manager and Secre ta ry of F . W. Bolgiano and Company and long t ime m e m -
ber of the Mid-At lant ic - of a stroke on October 16, 1967. 

T R I B U T E TO O. B. F I T T S by Bob Shields 
The man who served as the f i r s t Pres ident of the Mid-At lant ic died October 10, 1967. His name was 
Oscar B. F i t ts . This name is strange to most Mid-At lant ic members today fo r O. B. , as he was 
a f f ec t ionate ly cal led, has not been act ive fo r many years , but to those of us who knew him, he was a 
g rea t man. 

He was great because in his t ime, the prob lems of keeping greens in good condition we r e many t imes 
more d i f f icul t than they are today. But O. B. did it through hard work, concentration, de termina-
tion, and a wi l l ingness to t ry new methods and procedures . Imagine trying to control weeds in f a i r -
ways without 2, 4 -D or any of the other modern chemicals , growing Bent greens with only l ime to 



use against brown patch and dol lar spot; f ighting angle w o r m s and sod web w o r m s with arsenate of 
lead and mowing greens with a push mower . Mr . F i t ts did al l these things and produced good 
greens . 

I f i r s t saw his gol f course, Columbia, in 1946 while on a v i s i t there with Ray and Roy and the late 
Mr . Pope, who was a membe r . The greens w e r e the best I had e ve r seen. Having been in turf 
g rass maintenance work f o r only a short t ime, I was much impressed . Mr . Pope asked what I 
would do if I had greens l ike that and I r emember saying, " I ' d stay up all night wor ry ing about 
them. " 

F r o m that day on I admired O. B. , even though I didn't get to meet him until Apr i l , 1947, when I 
joined the associat ion. He was always ready to help new men get started and was patient and con-
siderate while sharing his knowledge with others. 

The v e r y f i r s t meet ing of the associat ion was held at Columbia in Novembe r , 1928. In attendance 
w e r e Bob Scott of Ba l t imore Country Club, Bob 's brother , Dick Scott f r o m Rol l ing Road Club in 
Ba l t imore , Reg Giddings of Gibson Island Club, and 'Mr . F i t ts . The purpose of the meet ing was to 
discuss the poss ib i l i ty of f o rming a Greenkeepers Assoc ia t ion. As a result of this get together , a 
meeting was set for the f i r s t Monday in December , 1928, at the New Howard Hotel in Ba l t imore 
"at which t ime the assoc iat ion was duly organized by the large number of g r eenkeepers attending. " 

Mr . F i t ts was e lected Pres ident and once told he accepted the job only because he had the ful l sup-
port of Bob Scott, who was (and sti l l i s ) the recognized tur f g rass authority in the Ba l t imore a rea . 

O. B. r e t i r ed in 1953 a f ter severa l trying summers at Columbia where he exper i enced s e ve r e 
attacks of dol lar spot on the greens . At the Ba l t imore Conference in 1953, the Mid -At lan t i c ob-
served its S i lver Ann i v e r sa ry and paid tribute to Mr . F i t ts f o r his work in organiz ing this a ssoc i a -
tion. 

F o r many years O. B. had not attended many meet ings . My b iggest r e g r e t is that so many of t o -
day 's Mid-At lant ic membe r s had not met this man who had so much to do with our h is tory . Knowing 
of his love f o r our associat ion and fo r Columbia Country Club, I ca l led h im the day be f o r e the 
Columbia meet ing in June and o f f e r ed to pick him up at his house, dr i ve him to the Club fo r the 
meet ing , and then dr i ve him back home a f t e rwards . He thanked me fo r cal l ing and with great e m o -
tion explained that he just didn't think he could stand the physical strain of making the tr ip . Yes , 
O. B. was a great man and I wish more of you could have known him. 

Join me in extending our deepest sympathy to the membe r s of his f ami l y . 

THE S U P E R I N T E N D E N T » by Dr . Joseph Duich 
At the Wilmington meet ing, Dr. Duich made these comments on " T h e Superintendent" as he is seen 
through the eyes of others: 

The superintendent used to be hard to know-- th is has changed f o r the bet ter . 
He is ove r l y dedicated to his job- -spends too many hours at w o r k - - m a n y have sac r i f i c ed f ami l y 
and their own we l l -be ing . 
Most have long years of t enure - - i f they change jobs, it is f o r a better p o s i t i o n - - v e r y f ew moves 
are " l a t e r a l " . (In co l l eges , you are expected, as a teacher , to make a few moves so that you 
wi l l have a broader outlook. ) 
Some low budget clubs have to keep men that are poor because good men move up the ladder v e r y 
soon. However , tenure is needed if club is going to get the benef i t f r o m long range p r o g r a m s . 
The superintendent must establ ish short range motivat ion goals to keep a p r o g r e s s i v e i m p r o v e -
ment p rog ram " m o v i n g " at your club. 
The superintendent r e m e m b e r s successes and f o rge ts f a i lures . M e m b e r s f o rge t both. 
You are serv ing a changing c l ientele , hence l i tt le things must be done to improve your image at 
club. At t ract ive tees and accesso r i e s ; changes in f lags , co lo rs , po les ; use of f l owe r s and land-
scaping, etc. , can be methods to accompl ish this. 
The superintendent does a re la t i ve ly poor job of communicating with o the rs - -he says too much 
and does not wr i t e enough. 
Meet ings should be attended fo r an exchange of ideas and f o r mot ivat ion. The people you work 
f o r think you go to be entertained. 



The superintendent in this area is doing an exce l lent job of being honest with his emp loyer . 
Some sections of the country are not able to make this c la im. Genera l l y speaking, your com-
pensation is inadequate, par t i cu lar ly concerning f r inge benef i ts . Both clubs and superintendents 
are the l o s e r s in this sort of arrangement . 
Much study should be made toward wages paid emp l oy e e s - - o the rw i s e golf courses w i l l be d raw-
ing f r o m the "bot tom of the b a r r e l " . 
Make contact with those handling high school drop-outs - - the ones who handle s emi - sk i l l ed help. 
You can actually set up p r og rams fo r these boys and get benef i t f r o m funds being used to train 
them. 
On f o r e m e n and ass i s tants - -why does a man l eave a f ter a short per iod of t ra ining? This is c e r -
tainly of l i t t le benef i t to the man or his club. The superintendent should have some say in hiring 
of assistants. 
How do you prepare the young w i f e of a superintendent fo r the long and somet imes i r r egu la r hours 
he must put in to get the job done? There appears to be no easy so lut ion--perhaps some education 
of the w i f e might be helpful. 

- ' F r om the notes of Harry J. McSloy . 

NEWS F R O M T H E V I R G I N I A A R E A G O L F CLUBS by Dennis McCammon 
Twin Lakes - Char les Cro ley , Superintendent 
Tw in Lakes is now o f f i c i a l l y open. ,They opened on September the 9th. They have had an average of 
90 rounds per day during the week and near ly 150 on the weekends. The clubhouse is not ent i re ly 
f inished, but it soon w i l l be. ~ 
Westwood Country Club - Jack McClenahan, Superintendent 
Jack is plagued by the "no he lp" bug, l ike everyone e lse in the area . And to top it off , plans for r e -
building the 7th hole are in the works . 
Country Club of F a i r f a x - Sam Kesse l , Superintendent 
Work is st i l l going on in the new green. Quite a p rob l em when you are short of help, r ight? A l l 
soi l is being mixed off the site. 
P epco Rec rea t i on Center - Bob Mart ino, Superintendent 
Bob doesn' t have enough help either and to add to that, he has had a lot of trouble with the intake on 
the water pump plugging up. 
Ster l ing Pa rk Recrea t i on Center - B i l l Swick, Superintendent 
B i l l needs help too, and came c lose to needing a new shop. Seems the hoses on an o^cy-acetylene 
torch burned in two and the gas caught on f i r e coming out of the tank. The tanks w e r e f inal ly r e -
moved f r o m the shop a f ter a f ew scarey minutes and thanks to B i l l ' s nerve , the shop was saved. 
Ft . Be l v o i r Golf Club - T o m Doe re r , Superintendent 
T o m is short of help and as a result had to do some water ing. Seems he caught cold and hasn't 
been fee l ing up to par . Hope he gets back in the swing soon. 
Washington Golf & C. C. - L e e Die ter , Superintendent 
L e e is putting in a continuous cart path around the ent ire course. It w i l l be asphalt and crushed 
run g rave l . The g rave l w i l l be put down in the areas where bal ls might come in contact with the 
path. Width is 6 fee t to fac i l i ta te use by maintenance veh ic l es . 
Spr ing f ie ld Golf and C. C. - Denny McCammon, Superintendent 
A new i r r i ga t i on sys tem has been approved for the golf course. It w i l l be ful ly automatic and in-
stal lat ion w i l l begin this fa l l . Insta l ler w i l l be chosen f r o m sealed bids the end of this month. 
Russe l l Roberts designed the sys tem and w i l l o v e r s e e the instal lat ion. 

N E W M E M B E R S 
Frank Hacker - Class A - Dover A . F . B. Golf Club 

Dover , De laware 

Rober t Oraz i - Class D - Sparrow Point Country Club 
Ba l t imore , Mary land 

COMING E V E N T S 
D e c e m b e r 5, 1967 - Mid-At lant i c Golf Course Superintendents Assoc ia t ion meet ing at Tantal lon 

Country Club 
Decembe r 11, 1967 - Andrews A i r F o r c e Base O f f i c e r s Club. Hol iday Pa r t y - Reserva t ions in by 

December 9th. 
January 8 & 9, 1968 - Mid-At lant i c Tu r f g r a s s Conference - Hol iday Inn, Howard and Lombard 

Streets, Ba l t imore , Mary land 



Ground Burned Lime 
Take The Guesswork Out Of Your 

Liming Program 
Buy 

BARRICK'S GROUND BURNED LIME 

S. W. BARRICK & SONS, Inc. 
WOODSBORO, MARYLAND 

301-845-2901 

AQUA - GR0 
QUALITY BLENDED WETTING AGENT 

AQUA - T 
LOW COST WETTING AGENT 

STOMA - SEAL 
CHEMICAL CONTROL OF WILT 

Distributed by: 
• G.L. CORNELL CO.* GUSTIN'S BALTIMORE TORO 

CLEARY PRODUCTS FOR BETTER TURF 
"PMAS"—Crabgrass & disease control 
"CADDY"—Liquid cadmium fungicide 
"SPOTRETE"—75% Thiuram 
"PM 2, 4 -D"—weed control 
"ALL WET"—Wetting agent 
"THIMER"—Mercury & Thiuram 
"METHAR" & "SUPER METHAR"—Crabgrass control 
"CLEARYS, MCCP"—Weed control in bent grass 

W . A . CLEARY CORP. 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 

PLANT PHONE* HOME PHONE* 
WEATHERLY. PA. 4 2 7 - 4 2 5 6 FREELAND. PA. 6 3 6 - 0 8 3 0 

(Certified) 
H U M 1 X 

BLUE RIDGE SOIL PEP CO., INC. 
O r i g i n a l P e n n s y l v a n i a P e a t P r o d u c e r s 

White Haven, Pa. 

B U L K P E A T H U M U S T o p D r e s s i n g F o r G o l f C o u r s e s 
M a d e to S p e c i f i c a t i o n s 

ALLEN DEAL LEN O'HARA 

^ U B , 
C U L T I V A T E D SOD 

• B lue Grasses • F e s c u e s • Bermudas 
e Bent Grass • Mixtures • Z o y s i a 

A L L T U R F I r r igated—Cul t ivated and Mainta ined to proper 
height for two years prior to l i f t ing . 

State Inspected — Personal inspect ion inv i ted . 

C E N T R E V I L L E , M D . H i g h w a y 3 0 1 
P h o n e : 3 0 1 - 8 2 7 - 8 4 5 4 

PARKER SHIRLING 

YOUR COURSE DESERVES QUALITY 

KAPCO CUSTOM MIXING IS QUALITY 

For Best Results Contact — 

John Gross r\ 
620 Regester Ave. rv / 
Balt imore, Md. 21212 Pr A / 
Phone 377-6172 MJ M J ^ W j 

You Know You ' l l Grow with KAPCO 

"For professional turf" 
To keep your course in championship condition, 
look to Armour for a complete line of golf 
course fertilizers and Turf Protection Products. 
Vertagreen Tee-Green, Tournament, Vertanite, 
and Vertagard Turf Protection Products are the 
answer to keeping your course in professional 
shape. 

ARMOUR TURF PROGRAM 
P.O. BOX 1685 ATLANTA, GA. 30301 

P A T R O N I Z E 

O U R 
F R I E N D S 



GÜSTIN 'S B A L T I M O R E TORO 

A l l Types of P o w e r Turf Equipment 

Greens Mowe r s - T r a c t o r s & Gangs 

Complete Pa r t s & Serv ice 

Z205 E. Joppa Road, Ba l t imore , Md. 
NO 8-0500 

16031 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE • GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 20760 

PHONE: 948-2000 AREA CODE 301 

fie Golf Course ^ 
Equipment 

and 
Supplies 

Want turf feeding flexibility? 

Gall o n AGRICO' 
AGRICO COUNTRY CLUB FERTILIZER is 

• Available in a variety of analyses formulated for use 
on greens, tees and fairways. 

• Homogenized . . . not blended . . . for even plant 
food distribution. 

• Available with pesticides for insect control. 
• Available with herbicides for control of broadleaf 

weeds, clover and chickweeds. 
AGRI-TONE 28-7-14 and AGRI-TONE 20-20-20 

Water Soluble Fertilizers 
AGRINITE-natural organic nitrogen 

AGRICO CHEMICAL CO. 
Baltimore, Md.—Alexandria, Va. 

CH3H3 

F 

F o r Golf Course Use 

Seeds 
Golf Tag F e r t i l i z e r s 

Mi lorgani te 
Fungicides - Insect ic ides 

F . W. BOLGIANO & C O M P A N Y 
411 New York Avenue, N. E. 

L I 7-4800 Washington Z, D. C. 

Cornell Chemical and Equipment Co., Inc. 

TURF MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS 

C L I F F O R D S. CASE 1115 N. R O L L I N G R O A D 
R E S I D E N C E PHONES B A L T I M O R E 2 8 . M A R Y L A N D 
W I N D S O R 4 - 1 3 4 8 R I D G E W A Y 7 - 1 0 4 2 

NATIONAL CAPITAL TORO, INC. 
928 PHILADELPHIA AVENUE 

SILVER SPRING, MD. 
JUniper 5-1322 

Fertilizers Sprinklers 

T O R O POWER MOWERS • • • • F O R MODERN LIVING 

Complete Turf Maintenance Equipment 

Complete Service Available 

W E L L K N O W N 
ïïm P A U T V 

Merlon Bluegrass • Meyer Z-52 Zoysia • U-3 Bermuda 
Unlimited supply of premium turf grasses for golf 
courses, landscaping, etc. Acre prices available. 

S U M M I T H A t t 
ok. oixu <Juxf ^avn of 

Gaithersburg, Maryland (301) WL 8 - 2 9 0 0 

Complete Golf Course Construction 

MOORE GOLF, INC. 
DIVISION OF 

MOORE, KELLY & REDDISH, INC. 
Roads, Lakes, Playing Fields, Irrigation Systems 

P . O . B O X 3 7 1 8 2 5 - 9 2 1 1 

C U L P E P E R , V A . 



W e b l i t e f o r Q u a l i t y T u r f 
Direct from research plots to the Golf Course. 
Weblite is available for mixing with your own 
soil or as a complete sterile soil mix for greens 
construction or top dressing. 

WEBUTE CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 780 Roanoke, Va. 24004 

Telephone: Area Code 703—345-1426 

Miller Chemical & Fertilizer 
• FERTILIZERS 

• INSECTICIDES 
• FUNGICIDES 

• WEED KILLERS 
and 
• NEW BLACK WONDER 
(H.A.D.) FERTILIZER 

Baltimore 301—664-2350 
Met. Washington Wallie Miller 422-7910 

/ 

aZt,c Sews Letter 
1306 Mimosa Lane 
Silver Spring, Md # 

Mr, George Cleaver 
Box 121 A 
Lutherv i l l e , Md. 


