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NEWSLETTER EXTRA

Bave you sver llstened to one of Dr, Fred v, Grau's taiks and said to yourself -
¥ I'd sure like to have all that inm wrising so I could read it and sabsorh more of it."

The Editors of the Mid-Atlantic WHEWSLETTER" fsel that you made such s wish after
the Bethesda meeting, so we asked D Gran to put his falk in writing and hereby present
it to you in the form of a spssial *NEYSLETTERY issue,

We express our thanks and eppraeiaiien %o Dr, Graw for this contribution,
The Bditors

HIGHLIGHT FROM LMCTURE GIVEN BY DR. FRED ¥. GRAU on APRIL 7, 1959
BEFORE THE MiD-ATLANTLC GOLKE "””{SW SUPER INTENDENTS! ASSOCLATION
MEETING AT BETHESDA GOUNTRY.CLUB, BETHESDA, MARYLAND

Of all the things that we do to turf, proper nutrition is of the utmost importance,

Dr, Ccuch, of Pern State, has prezsnisd lecturses showing the very close relationship
between grass disesses and mutrition, For yesrs sciensists have scught $o9 provide
plants with ® a steady, unifcors suppiy of nutrieals throughout the season®, The " feast
and famine " routine with guickly available nltrogean materials actually predisposes
grassee to disease attacks, This has been minimized somewhat with frequent light applic-
ations of materials which, of course, raises labor costs,

Even though i shell stress nitrogen, it must be clearly unferstood that everything must
be in balance, in general, we shall strive for low phosphorus conteant, high nitrogen
and about half as much poiash as anistrogen, Potash 1s extremely Mﬁortant in producing
high-gquality vurf, Lt actis as a ¥ cleanser " of the " pipes " ( vascular system ) which
move water and sugars about in the plan$, Much so-called " winter-kill ¥ on grass has
been diagnosed as Potash Starvatioz, An excess of phosphorus tands %o precipitate the
iron in solution, Then we szy that thz turf ig suffering from iron chlorosis, which
actually is 2 phosphorus- induced chlorosis, Sure enough, the iron helps, The iron
phosphate that is precipliatad clogs the syetem and the grass suffers from wilt and
dssiccation, Plenty of available potash tends to correct the situation and helps to

prevent disease by aiding in the translcocation of materials in the plant, Many cases of
brown and black rotted rocte have been traced to potash hungzr,

It is well-known that turfgrasses that produce no fruit or seeds nesd much less phos-

orus than plants like wheat and corn, which produce fruit or grain, It has been said
‘ne and again that most putting gresns btha$ have been established for five years or
more probably have snough phosphcrus ia the soil to last them for several years, even

though only nitrogen and potash wers fed steadily for that length of time, Csrtainly,
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