] A'l'ln:!lll\:'-l'lc N@WS Lettel'

Published by

Mid-Atlantic Association of Golf Course Superintendents to aid in the Advancement of the Golf
Course Superintendent through Education and Merit :

L. R. SHIELDS Editor Woodmont Country Club, Box 3852, Rockville, Md.
JAMES E. THOMAS Editor Army Navy Country Club, Arlington, Va.

:

|

|

l MAY 1956

|

Thé April meeting of the Mid-Atlantic Association of Golf Course
Superintendents was held at- Courthouse Country Club on April 3 with
sixty-eight members and guests in attendance,

Red Hancock, host superintendent,introduced his Greens Committee
Chairmen Mr, Hains " Curley " Osborne - the man largely responsible
for building the golf course and club house, Also, a Greens Committee
| member, Mr, Howard; Club Manager Mr, Tom Powell and Golf Professional
mr, Dick James, Guests introduced were real estate men Dick Stedmen and
Charlie Lynch who are building a 2olf course in northern Virginiaj
W,B, Lewis —contractor and builder of Prospect Hill Country Club golf
course at Bowie,dMaryland, Bill Foy, assistant to Bob Shields at Woodmont
and destined to become superintendent of the new 9 holes under construction
at that club, Mr, Leon Horowitz, awner of Westbriar Country Club at
Vienna, Virginia and Frank Dunlap, new superintendent at Baltimore Country
Club,

The minutes of the prewious meeting were read and approved and the
treasurer's report was accepted, The secretary read communications from
Mr, George Cobb regarding an employment opening at Saphire Country Club
in North Carolina and from Dr, George Langford of the University of
Maryland seeking funds for the establishment of a fund bearing the name
of Dr, Ernest N, Cory to be used to aid worthy students in the Bollege
of Agriculture,

Member Jim Reid reported on National Association activities and ended
by saying that all who are not National members should re~examine the
benefits of membership and carcfully consider what the National can do
for a man's standing as a superintendent and what the individual can do
to help the National help him,

The dean of Mid-Atlantic superintendents, Mr, Ruben Hines took the
floor and explained that he had been contractor and builder of the second
nine holes at Courthouse and explained some of the advance planning that
went into the construction, Ruben asked Mr, Osborne to say a fe®# words
and those present heard the Courthouse Greens Chairmen pay our Association
one of the finest compliments we have ever received, Mr, Osborne stated
that we built the golf course, that if there were no Mid-Atlantic
Association of Golf Course Superintendents, the club would never have
been built, He said he knew he could get help from this group and that
knowledge gave him the courage necessary to proceed with construction,

He urged us to continue to strive for better men and more information to
encourage others to do the same as he did, In closing, he paid tribute
i to the late Bill Glover and challenged us to be superintendents as good
g as Bill was,
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Mr, Hines and his son, Ruben Jr,, who was superintendent at Courthouse
during the construction period, ran before and after cdlor slides of the
teec and green sites and showed some of the drainage problems they
encountered,

CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGTSTION RTPORT
John Leavell acted as moderator and conducted the constructive
sugrestion report, He opened by pointing out that the jreens were soft
from the recent rains and off color slightly becouse of cold wenther and
poor growing conditions, He asked that surface traffic damage be dis-
regarded and that boasic problems be considered,

Greens -

It wos suggested that the height of cut be checked and set at 1/4" or
lower, then mow greens 3 or 4 times o week,

Lerify, verticut and top dress at once to improve greens surfoces,
Initiote a fertility program thot will attempt to supply 1# of actual
nitrogen per thousand square feet sprecd out over the growing scason,

One half of this nitrogen should be in orgenic form,

Check the ph of the soil and toke immediate steps to correct any
acidity found,

Plant & sod nursery at once for patching grcense

Some of the tces are not level ~nd should be reworked and smoothed,
“ Some should be reworkel and planted to U-3 bermuda,

Where space is available, winter yees whould be provided so the play
could be taken off the resuloar tecs during winter months, Where tees cantt
be built, plans should be made for re—sodding the surfece each spring,

Sod nurseries of grasscs for tee and fairway patching are greatly necded,

Foirwoys—

The fiarways are godd in spite of the small amount of fertilizer
put on last fall, The voluntecr blue grass would be helped considerably
by an applicsation of fertilizer put on at this time and again next fall,

It was pointed out that better results would-be obteined by cultivating,
fertilizing and seeding across the slopes insterd of up and down, This '
practice, if followed carefully, will go o long way towards eliminating
wesh-outs on the hill sides,
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Traps-

Trops are well built snd show up to the best advantage with sand up on
the banks, & lishter colored, weshed sand is suggested to give more contrast
and to resist pocking,.

N.W MEMBTRS
New members accepted after being proposed by the liembership Committce
were—~ Frank Duhnlap of Baltimore Country Club and B,L, Whetsell, Westbriar
Country Club - both &s refuler members, W,B, Lewis, Prospect Hill Country
Club; Richard Steadmon, builder of 2 new course in Annandele and Willinm
Stevenson, gorilener at National Bureau of Stondards, joined the nssociation
as associate members,

The application of Mr, Robert Hopkins, pro-superintendent nt Martinsburg
Country Club Martinsburg, W.Vng, was referred bock to the Membership
Committce for more det~iled study,

NATIONAL OFFICIALS ME T

The Board of Directors of the Golf Course Superintendents issociation
of Lmerica met ~t the Shoreham Hotel in Washinton.on April 14 and 15,

Members present were Elmer Border, San Frenciscoy Red Lambert, Xansas Citys
Don Strand, Chicagoy National President, Ward Cornwell,Detroitjdack Gormley,
Albany; Poul Yeiss, Philadelphia; Jim Thomas, Washington; Frank Dunlep,
Baltimore ond Agar M, Brown, Exccutive Secrctary from the Chigego office,

The business of the National issociction was discusscd. One subject
considercd was how to finence National mectingss end the dccision resched will
be of (reat interest to us when the me-ting comes to Washington in 1958,
Details on this matter will be forth coming from the National,

PRUSIDINT!'S MESSLGE

Once again we are entoring another (0lf scason, I hope that all your
preparatory work is finished and that your plans for the battle chead are
made, None of us know what is chend, but we do know that we will hove a
battle to keep merr-prefect conditions at 2ll times,

411 the information we have picked up at the local and national
conferences and association meetings will help us now to fight that battle,
Wot forsetting the infofmation we hove on hand throuzh our associction
"WZUSLTITTRY, the Hational lLssociation "GOLF COUNST RTPORTER", "GOLFDOOM" etc,
So with all this adlcd to our personnl know-how we should do better this yeor
than ever before,

Many of us le:rned some lessons the hard woy lest year, Ve cen't afford
to let these things hapvensjain and I know we won't, So- Keep on your toes,
Feep up with the latest information, ond do your very best,

Good luck and Best Wishes for your best season ever,

Robert Eo Scott
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1958 NATIONAL ME.TING

Weshingion, the capitsl of our nation, and the Nid-itlantic iAssocirtion
of Golf Coursc¢ Superintcdnets arc to be hosts o the Nntional .issocistion
of Golf Course Superintendents in Februcry 1958, We, as members of this
associztion, heve & big job —-— pleying host to o thousand to twelve hundred
gucsts from 2ll over the United States, 'its posscsions end Canada, You will
find the dele,rtes o wonderful group of pcople -~ interested in their work,
wanting, to learn how we in the Deost oand the ilid-itlontic srea in perticular
keep end maintain our o0lf courscs, Washin; ton is notcd as one of the most
difficult arcas in the country for :rowing fine . rosses,

We will also hive to entertain the lrdies and we are sure there will be
between four nnd five hundred of them, There is so much to sce in Washington
and time is so short that it will tske . very detciled planning to creste
& successful program,

Those of you who hove attendecd confercnces con attest to their valuc;
how they have helped you to improve the mone, ement of your courses £nd the
new ideas . cined from mecting cnd t-lking to our fellow supcrintendents. No
club could afford, by itsclf, the cost of trying out necw idceas,new weed .:
controls, new fertilizers, new equipment, and & host of %her things, but
dozens of superintcendents trying individuel ideas, the ;reen scction colleges,
commercial houses, chemical houses =nd other® assimulating their findings ~nd
&iving us théir reports at these conferences are the reasons why we cre so
far advanced in the maintenance of o0lf courses in the United States and
Cansda, iny superintenient who misses these conferénces is not doing; justice
to his club, &nd eny club that does not send its superintenident to the
conference is not doing; the ri ht taing for theé best interest of its members,

Ve ere looking forward and hoping for the ¢rzatest conference our
association hrs ever secen, Coming; to Washington, the hub of our nation, our
¢uests will heve many thin s of interest to see cnd it is up to us as hosts
end representetives of the Notioncl iissociction ~nd members of the Mid-
&tlentic .ssociction to sce that when they lenve they cen soy thot the
1958 meeting in Washineton was the ;reatest they ever attended,

Yon't you help by volunteccring to scrve on one of the following committees?

Educ tional Pros;rem

Tays and Mecns :

District Show snd Pro.ram Scles
" Publicity

Intertoinment rnd Trensportation

Bob ohields
General Chairman
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DR, CORY HONORED

Dr, E,N, Cory, th: man who has conducted the anmual Baltimore Turfgrass
Conference for us for the past 20 years, is to be honored by a dinner on
My 24 at 6:30 peme at the University dining hall, The ococassdon is his
retirement after U7 years at the University,

£lso, a fund is being estoblished bsaring Dr, Cory's name and is to
be used to aid worthy students in the College of Lgriculture., The committee
in chAarse wants to provide an opgortunlty for 2ll of Dr, Cory's friends
to purt101nute.

Contributions for the Studcnt 4id Fund are invited and checks should
be made payeble to " The Cory Fund", Rescrvations for the dinncr as well
as the contributions should be s¢nt to Dr, Geor.e S, Lansford, DJept, of
Entomology, University of Meryland, College Prrk, Maryland,

FROM THZ STC TTURY -~ T ZASURIR
Dear Bob,

Will you ple-se mention in the next "HTUSLETT R that May lst is the
deodline date for the payment of Association dues of resular and
associate members,

it the last Executive Comnittee meeting I was instructed to follow
the By-laws closer this ye/r then they hove been followed in the prst,
Section IV of the By-laws reads as follows— "411 members who shall fail
to pay their ducs for the current yeer by Moy lst shall be automatically
dropped from membership in the Association and shall be so notified by
the Secretary.

it the Farmington mecting I will notify those who have not paid their
dues and will send cards to thosc who ere not present a2t that meeting to
tell them that they arc bein; dropped from our rolls,

his may seem a bit rough to some, but they should consider that the
Secretory-Tressurer's job is no snap ond try to help by getting their
dues in on tine, It's much easier to carry 100 peid up members on the roll
than 10 delinquent members,

Enclosed is the list of those members who will be delinquent on May 1lst,
but don't publish them in the next "NIJ'SLETT R" as some of them might pay
their Jdues by that tine,

Yours ¥ruly,

J.S, Connolly
Sec,-Treas,
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NIZXT ME.TING

The next mecting will be held on May 1 at Farmington Country Club,
Charlottesville, Va, 2t 12 noon, Marcus Plecasants, host superintendent,
takes plersure in inviting you to see what he has done ot Farming ton
since Chearlie Schalestock left a couple of years ago,

Farmington abounds with history and trandition an! much can be lecrned
about a distinct way of life that was the old south by t-1lking to Mr, Pleasants
and Mr, R,F, Loving, owner-managcer of tiiis fine southern club, The long
trip will be worth the effort, ., :

Golf- 12 noon, Be on tine,
Dinner - early - so we can et started batk

Meeting - following dinner

Speaker - ir, Lawvrence Leonard, Sports Editor,
Richmond News Lesder

Subject : Publicity and Public Relations
TR..IVSPORT..TION
It's more fun to trevel in o ¢, roup, so get in touch with Geor.e Cornell
or Brownie and arranse to ride down with them and the congenial bunch that

tokes adventege of the transportation committce hospitality,

Other transport:tion c ommittee members are Jack Witcher, John Milan and
Wilson Disney,

For those wishing, to drive t..eir own czes, turn right off of Route 250,
four miles west of Chorlottesville,




