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SEPTEMBER 1955
THE SPARROWS POINT MEELT Ii

The Septenber neeting of the Mid-Atlantic Associntion of Golf Course
Supcrintendents was held at the Sporrows Point Country Club, Sporrows Point,
Merylond, The attendance of sixty—-five nenbers ond gucsts continued to hold
our average attendonce ot o record high for the yenr of 1955,

The host supcrintendent was Paul Weiss, Jr,, one of the youngest golf
course superintendents in the area, Poul is the son of Naotionol Director, Poul
Weiss, Sr,, of Lehigh Vallecy Country Club, illentown, Pennsylvanin, We con truly
soy; Like fathcr, like son, They ably carry the colors of the sturdy Pemnsylvonia
Dutch,

The Sparrows Point Country Club Golf Course was designed by the Golf
Lrehitect, Willian Gordon, It is sponsored by the Bethlehen Steel Corporntion
and operated for the benéfit of their enployees, Those of us who played the
course found it an exccting test of golf, neasuring 6, 669 yords, Many of the
holes are cut through timber, and cross over the tidel inlets of Chensepenke
Bay. It is very beoutiful ond o scenic picture = o photogroph of the eighth hole
has appeared in the Golf Course Reporter,

DUSINESS MELT ING

President Bob Shiclds colled the neeting to order ot 8 p.m, and asked
our host superintendent, Paul Weiss, Jr, to introduce his club officicls, They
weret Mr, Willian L, Lentz, Chairnan of the Greens Comnittce; Mr, Roy Kyber,
Monager of the Sparrows Point Country Club, ~nd Mr, Frank Invernezzi, club
professionnl, They warnly welconed us to the club and we in turn appreciate the
hospit-lity extendsd our association,

.C1liff Disle saw to it that Prince George Country Club was well reprcsented,
He broucht slong Monager, Fronk Shernan; Mr, 4Lbbe ~nd Mr, Penco, both Direcctors,
sand Chairaon of the Grecn Connittee ond House Comittee, respectively, Even
Supecrintenlent indrew Swecny decided it wos tine to agnin be with us, It wns
good to see Andy aboard, =

Te Philadelphia Superintendents sssocintion wns represented bys Mr, T,L,
Gustin of the Philadelphia Toro Compony and Superintenlents Edward Roberts and
Pronk Tull of the Philodclphin groupe, We are 2lways glod to see ond hove our
neighbors from the City of Brotherly Love with us, We hope they will come bock.
S00N, :

Othcer guests on hend weret Clifford Case, Cornell Cheudcal Conpanys Bill
Obendorf, Vent-i- Soil; and Buck Wetzel,

Wext, Jin Reid introduced John Gallasher- inericon Chenicnl Compony -
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hiladelphia, Pennsylvanic, John was our gucst speaker of the evening and gove
us o very interesting tolk on " Weed Control“.

He to0ld us that it was nccessary to crow and provide good turf under a
voriety of adverse conditions,, such as - o low height of cut, exccssive use, along
with rmmuch wenr ond tear, That under nornal growing conditions, grasses help to
prevent nnd control weeds. One example is blue greass that has not been cut too

short and 1is growing cctively.

He pointed out thot wecds cost us noney os they are on umwanted plant on
a. £0lf course, Close cutting and hceavy wetering encourcge their growth, especiclly
when grasscs are in their dornont season, This is true of the bluegrasscs luvring
the hot and dry swaiier nonths, Wecds also ncke use of fertilizers thoat are in-
tenled for the gross plants, They olso force us to buy special nowing equipnent
for their control, The use of the rotary nower is on exonple,

We hewve three méthods of controls: hand, nechanicol and chenical, We
resort to hand weeding nostly for the clernifig and freeing our putting greens of
unwented growth, Science nnd research howve olso tought us thot some nechenicel
and chenical control is possible on putting green turf, However, extreme coution
and core is needed, One means of control is the use of the vertical nower on tees
and o reens,

Chenicols are the answer for effcctive control of weeds where large areans
are involved, such os roughs and frirweys, Some of these rioterials ared sodiun
arsenite, 2-4D, PMiS, CMU, etc, We rmst be aware that grosses of diffcrent
vorintion hove to be treated oceccording to their weaok ¢ n& strong periods of growth,

The best period for preventive weed control is in the early spring when
the plants ore young, snall and tender, When grasses are growing oggressively
they con better resist injury fron chenicel applications, Yet, coution and core
must be excerisedy follow dircctions and try the treatnents on snall arens first,
Sunner applications rust be node ot reduced rotcs,

The foll months ore tlso an ideesl tine for weed control, soil renovation
and re-sceding whcere necessarye 4t thoat secson of the yerr we con em311y
rcecognize areas of turf deanege and ncke the necessory repairs,

Weed control is sonmething that needs to be practiced around the clock,
Horticularly spring, swmer and outunn, Crobgrass can best be controlled in the
spring when it is in the two-lcaf stoge, When it gets a2 hendstart on us,
repeat applicotions of herbicides ore necessary for its control, The diffcrent
compounds of Di-Sodiun-Metliyl-irsoncte seen to have rmuch promise in this field,
They dencge existing turf very little when properly applicd to grosse Ve enjoyed
John Gallaogher's tolk ond hope he con be with us ogeoin soon,

COISTRUCTIVE SUGGIESTION LRIPORT

Jones Seacrist: Why are greens so hord?

Poul Weiss, Jrg: This is due to too imch sand being used in the top soil nix, The
nixture on the first nine wes rmushroon soil, top soil, and sond,
The nixing was done off the green ond pushed into position with
o bulldozer, The grecns on the second nine ore composcd of peat-
noss, top soil enl sond put on in layers, then thorouchly nixed,

e
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on the site, Expcerinents are being nnde with soil conditioners
and also for o better top soil nixture,
cies Seoerist: What is the different colorcd groass in the eighteenth greent

Poul Weiss, Jr,t It is Pennlu strain of bent,

John Leovell: Do you like the shnpe of number scven grecnl?

Poul Weiss, Jr.,: Ho, 2ll drainoge goes to the front center of the green

Poul Weissy dr.: How can these greens be softened?

4ndy Sweencys By frequent acrotion, followed by a thoroush spiking.

Red Hancock: Lergfy in several directions and nore often

Louis Darcsnant it what height are you nowing greens?

Poul Weiss, Jr, 4t 1/4" on the old greens ~nd 5/16" on the ncw oncs,

R, Hincs, Jr, How often do you now your sgreens?t

Poul Weiss, Jr.t Pive tines a week

R, Hines, dret Lt the present tine ond their thin condition, you woul secure
o better covering by nowing only three tines o week,

R, Hinss, Sr,: Three tiings are wrong; construction, drainage, soil nixing ~nd
preparation, Collars around the greens are too snall, greens shoudd
be brousht in ond nade snaller in size,

Jones Scoacrist: Sand fron explosion shots played from the trans will couse
‘trouble on the greens in tine, especinlly on the cdges. ( Opinion
is that traps are ploced too close to the greensg)

B Hines, OF.3 More line coulld be usel to good advantoge,

P Weiss, dr.t Tests do not ‘inlicate o need for line ot this tine,

J, Scacrist: What cnuscd the conditions cxisting on the lower sile of the trops?

P, Weiss, Jr,: CMU wos ussd in the traps to kill weeds, it washed out of the traps
and killed adjacent pross on the foilrways,

The tees were found to be in very good shope and exceptionally large in
sizc, If tee troublc should develop, perhans U-=3 berrmile gross could be incorporatéd
in the turf, The rouchs were well-grooned and their cover of ;ross wos (£ood,
Dspcecially noticéable wans the stand of Chcwings fescue throush the trees on the
back nine., The fairways on the front nine ore coning anlong very well., They already
have a good cover of turf, are clean anl well-contoured, The biock nine which was
olented T-st fall dis still thin in some oreas, but fertilizotion ond core will
nedp-then-teo—Lill-ing

General Opinion: Sparrows Point Golf Course is in go0d condition consilering its
agee There ore sone thin spots on the putting greens, bhut con-
timued acrction, ton dressing ond fertilizobion will £ill dn
these orcas before growth stops this fall, Hew greens are
usually herder thon old ones becouse they have not hol the tinac
to build up even o thin layer of stens, roots cnd top dressing
to-pek 280 cushion,

VICE PUSIDENT RECEIVES CIT.TION
Torn Pawson, our jolly Vice Presilent, rcceived consileroble recosnition and
comnendotion fron the USGA end his club officials for the port nhe played in
crooning the Jonies River Course for the National iomteur Tournaaent which ended
Setenber 17,

it cerenonies at the Country Club of Virginia following the tourncuient, Ton
woas presentced a Cit~tion of Merit award by the Golf Course Superintendents
associsrtin of wnerica, o USGL tie clasp ~nl o check by wdiirel R,0,Glover,
Greenschairnan ot the Richnond club,
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Congratuletyions,Tom, we cre all very proud of you and your accomplishnents,
ILL AWD IXN DISTRESS

Member Charlie Schalestock is in Mt, Alto Hospdtal with a very rare ailnent
of which there are only 126 otlher cases in the United States, His condition is
very serious and chancces are that recovery will be very slow, He is not expected
to be able to carry on his dutiss =t Norieck Country Club for six nonths or mnore,
In the meantime, his club is carrying him on the payroll,

It hos been suggested that this Associstion moke o project of assisting
Worbeck during Charlie's abscence by nmeking consultation visits and advising
assistant superintendent Roy Hilton who has been in golf nnintenance work less thon
a yeore, Ray and the club officials heve expressed epproval of this idea rnd if the
Mid-itlantic meubers so desire, o committee will be appointed at the October
necting to work up o progrem for Rey to follow this fall and noext spring,

Charlie is & very sick mon, Let's try to help him by relieving hin of sone
of the worry of Bis ¢0lf course, Will you help?

BALTIMOREZ TURFGRASS CONFIRENCE

The dates for the Annual Beltinmore Turfgrass Confercnce are January 17
18 at the Lord Baltinore Hotel.

Possible subjects that have heen suggested are:

Identification of Weeds
Organizing and Planning golf course work
Proper Tining of Fertilization

Won't you add to this list by suggesting a subject you would like to heor
discussed? There is little time left, sc act at once,

EMPLOYHTNT OPENINGS

Word hos been receivel from the National Associztion that there is on
opening for o qu 1ified superintcendient ot an 18- hole course in southenstern
Pennsylvania, This club is in the processes of chonging some of its grounds
personnel and the monageacent asks that inguiries be sent to:d

The Golf Course Superintenlents Assodntion of Anerica
Attention S,4,B

P,0, Box 106
Sts Charles, Illiznois,




