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"TURF NEUS LETTER

(Official Organ of Mid-Atlantic Association'of'Golf Coﬁrse Superintendents
Prepared in Cooperation with the USGA Green Section)

THE BELTSVILLE MEETING
January 19, 1954

The Mid-Atlantic Association of Golf Course Superintendents "teed-off" on the
1954 season at the Bureau of Plant Industry, Beltsville, Md., on January 19,
1954. The Beltsville stbff of the Green Section was host for this occasion.

Business Meeting

President Jim Thomas called the meeting to order at 1:00 pem. Sooretary
Bob Scott then read the minutes of the last meeting and gave the Treasurer's
report., Both were approved as read.

The main purpose of this moeting was to hold a “"Pep Rélly" to increase
attendance at the Annual Baltimore Conference, February 8-9. "Prexy" Jim made
the following recommendations which met with apnroval'

1. That this organization write to all the golf course superintendents
of the clubs in Maryland and Virginia that do not normally make our
meetings., Names to be taken from the lists made up by Bob Shields -
and Jim Thomas in connection with their National State Committeemen?
Committee assigned recently.

2. That all members immediately furnish the name and mailing address
of his Green Chairman for the coming Conference and to bring the
Association's mailing list up~-to-date. :

3. That members send in to the Secretary the names and mailing
addresses of all garden clubs, civie groups, and all other
organizations interested in turf.

These names will make up the master list which will comprise those
solicited for our Annual Conference.,

Admiral Phillips stated that at a recent Virginia Golf Association meeting,
smaller clubs have asked if there was a representative group in the Virginia
Golf Association to which they could look for guidance on matters pertaininp to
turf, Admiral Phillips informed the club representative that the Mid-Atlantie
Golf Course Superintenderits Association can presently handle matters of this
nature., We should, therefore, make ourselves and our aims known to these smaller
clubs in the fringe areas. By persistence and increased publicity we can increase
our membership and attendance ‘at the Baltimore Conference.

In the order of new business it was recommended that we try to shorten the
business end of our monthly meetings, and devete more time to the educational

features. [}]
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It .23 sug csted thut buasiness “wetters be 1l .rrely hinolod in vupious Committec
neetings cnd -vresented to the ;rour in cut =rnd dry faskhion for action,

.rotion was aic and sceonded that this ssociction, nresent Irs. Van Tocze
with o pift to sho our a- reclction for the fine seerct:ricl vork trat she Xhas
done for use. Is. Vzn :osscm has just =sk:d to be relieved of the chore after
wony years of 103;1 a1d untiria; servicc. :

Tim Reid of tie embershin Comrittce nrssont:d the foller ins names for
w880eiste  embershint J. ', Daltoa, Lewidson Cheriel Lonnanvy Celter L. ost,
Ca~n cavis, _ge) 2nd aden Flrines,Jr.,, "irfiux Jowrt tousc Country Club, '-e;
for :eraler " e bershine 211 uere soaroved &8 recormendoed. |

Bob “hiclcs g ve a re-ort of the “iii Conference, Thire .as zn attendanee
of nearly 1 000,,nu of this figure 706 =erc —amberes in the Tstionsl. 'inee the
Golf Coursc c-orter will have 2 fll traascrirt of the lduestionzl Confarenen
Frorrcom, Bob briefly rientioncd & feir of the hirhlishis, Jinm Reid rave s-sumoury
revort of tihe Tetionzl _oliey Co :itt=s .eztin:s, ;rd in closjns stoted he
thourht everyone .ho sttenled the Convention had o ionf epPul tie- crea thoze ho
loct mcst of their monzy -t the dor r.ces or theo J 1 dsi ~ares,

sorry the uttendﬁhce as not vettor, many merbers - isso? tlz exeelleat
summariss by 308 ond Jime

Resure of 1003 Constructivc  us -estion Rerorts

-1 Radko, ;ctihi astern ;;rﬁctor'for tne'ﬁ“u' Crecn nctior, gxtanlsd 3
heurty ecleome on behalf of the Gracn Section, and ststed that ke vus h;~~" tL it
it is our desire to meet «t Beltsvillec omee . year. -e said the Grecn .cction

considers it : privilesc and & plezsure to be our Lost.

Al continued by stuting -hut the golfer wants. Yesrs ago he wanted o
good green~ toduy he wants all=around per;cction. .e try to give him the ¢laying
conditions he desires, One of the mediums :hich helped.us to do this has been
through =zttendence at conferences and cur monthly reetlan. The =onthly meetings
of this .ssociation have been hoelthy and constructive. Throush an exchense of
ideas many problems have been brougnt out, into the, open which otherwise nisht
have gone unnoticed.

The Constructive Suspestion renorts have ~roven to be of comsiderable
value not only to the host club but 2lso to other merbers of the !'id-'tlintie
ssociation. In an organization such as ours vhere the cumulative exvericues
of superintendents uttonding these xecti“fs runs into several hundred years,
it was fclt thet this exrerience snould e out to ork to the cdvzntars ef the
~ssocivtion, Oftentimes in the rest the mermbers would reot, have a soeci: 11, end
leave without offering enythingz in trc uay of survestions on the golf course.
proper. Therefore, an im;xrtial_observer :as annointed to handle the constructive
sugeestions subnitted to him by visiting supertindeats. ith the nermission
of the host superintendent trose sugaostions were discussed us a resular feature
follo:ing the businass mesting. The prosroer has' been gontinucd without
interruntion at every mecting mossidlc sinee 1851,

Some of the hizh smots of the renorts submitted in 1983 touch on tre
follo:ing opoints:



(2)

A

Tees . i 2

Tee area are a focul ~oint for truffic... a 'aneral rule, rost tees in this
crea are on the snall side, On small arecs  hich ‘besr heavy traffie it is difficult
to meintein any prass cover. Thepefore, for. rood toes it is felt that thesc steps
ere very immortent: (1) make then lar e enQurh “to allo ror the freoueat movem=nt
of markers; (7) vhere it is rosaible ccrut*uct toss vit ently=-sloning sidas so-
that it will be vossible for the fair.cy runs units to swneo over thetn in a natter
of seconds %0 kecp them ro..cde It is rezli7cd thst certzin streins of barvuda :rass
(the fincr selections ) and certain other rrasscs cannot be cut close enoush vith
gang mo..ers; tlhiercfore, other machines muat be used; (3) the selcetion of the
proper grass ' ( one which will stené. cloac cuttinr and “heowy traffic und resist
need infestotion ). is the next i{—wortant aten, tn suxnv arezs, winter-herdy strains
of berrmmdagrass, such us the U=3 selcetion, hove nroved tn0“sn1Vvs on many colf
courses, Jt is felt that the best method of introdueiny irrroved turf into a tee
arez in »lay is to use sod. The rlus-ins method is clso emmloycd, but it is rmch
slower in esteblishing & turf. Under sore conditicns it =8 round diza"mointing,
The zoysias are 21so being tried oa modorctely shadcd tee uress where borrmdurrass
will not tarive. In- 90ﬂe cusczs zoysia is. beiny tricsd on sunny tees c180. 0. ATEP,
they have not pro~resscd to the noint vherec renorts ezn be ~odes (4) lération and
fertilization schedules for tess should coineide sorevhat with the treatent of-
frecns, A . g

Fair-ays

The nast two scasons durins which we 1ere very hard hit .ith <rought in this
areca, have rointed out the wvilue of nlentine prasses- which tiould gtand such
conditions, Golf courses which nad foir-.ys ~rciominzt=ly of boroud:rrass
withstood the drougkt in cxe:zllent foshion, othsr man:’event vructices having
been considercd proper., 3ermucazrass thrives uncer elose mouing, keals over
divot scars quickly, provides-o woegd-free turf, kKeons our nemesis -erabserass and
Z00se;rass to a minimum, is droucht-resistant, keens nish srots :reen,; gro:s vell
on slopcsy and nrovides @ ©004G . lie for sume ‘-rulﬂ slaye . uny suveriantondents
in this area have bsen iantroducing .intcr-herdy strsias of borimdesrass into
difficult or trcuolesome arcss on fair:uys, with ~ood results,

By and lurve, more scration und ~ore fertilizer ig needsd in “ost ¢:3¢s on
golf course fuiruszys in this arecu. [ " I8 Rl

Creens

-1thouch weather conditions ..cre difficult for mshcrcment on the rast of the
course, the ¢reens had consié-rably legss disessc ineidones this year. The
importunce of judicious watcring and syrinc~in-~s daily whon nseessary sere
rrzetiees which held turf durinc our nériods'of Kirh temocrature und hish humidity,
Hand watering ‘'of resns tuiags reeorrendcd on difficult - to - menage :reens end nll
other creéns wherever possible. “nifcrmity of vatering avnlicetions i imnortont
(snrinklcrs don't have cyes ), @né a -usn cducated to soply uatcrinroperly is
essential, Gt .

Invzroved bentr rass cloctions.."re sho ing up to good advants ¢ on many rolf
courses in this areu, The C-1( rlinfton ) «nd {ne C-19 ( Conrressionsl.) —ore
narticularly outstanding on he.vily playezd cours=g), with the C=7 ( Cohanscy )
strain doing very well in the “iechond area. rronecr maaacerent of thes: rrusscs
is most i~mortant to set the dbost cut of ther,
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seration of sreens rroved itself onc of the riost imrortant fectors in
promoting heulthy, wvigorous turf, cration alleviates comeaction; rromotes
better root. systews, and allois water, nutriet and air renetrztionm

The importance of good air drainare, good subsurface drfinare, and rood
surface drcinage wes stressed ot nearly every wmceting, It was =¢reed that -roror
consideration for drainage is one of the most irmportant f'ctors in produeing
healthy turf,

Thateh removal was emrhasized at rany meetinss, The cquipment dssigned to
rerove thatech from above throurh rcoiking, mowins, corbing, and brushing, -was
stressed many times over. .e all have thateh to some iegree om our ~utting sreen
surfaces, ond the derree of severity dictutés the method of removal, 3y and loree,
the better nutting surfaces heve a soring and fell corbing in the ~uintensnce
and mznagserent schedule cueh yoor, thus recuring no drastic action,

Turf ursery

The value of a good turf nursery uss -roved meny tives over in the pest
difficult year, .. samll turf nursery which includsd i-wroved rrass selections _
is rood insurance for the surcriitendent. Imiroved str.ins of rrosses can be ;
introduced throughout thc 0lf course as ti~e and lrbher cernit,  turf nursery,
is g testing or nrovin- srcund for the suverintendent., :t »ermits hi= to try
his ncw ideas or neu chericals without fc:r of injurin~ Jhis ~olf course,

Thanks to the Green Zection Staff

The Tresicent and the membeors of this ssociztion wish at this time to
cxpress their sinccre zgrutitude to 11 Radko and 0b .Ilder for their werthy
ruidance in zll matters pertaining to turf during the nost yeur and for their
most valucd friendshi- and r00d fellorshin, The closec rclutionshin bet:cen
these tuo mcn and our . ssociation is zrc.tly cheriched by euch menbdoer and e
=11l ever strive to continue as .;¢ have in the nust. Thenks 1, Thunks -ob,

Yotes of Intcrest

Cur President, Jim Thom:s, hus been csked to continue as the Cheirmen
of the “'ational ;[ embership Comdttce, et's all get bchind jim and yive him our
full support by having 100,:  ‘id=.tlantic  e-bership in the Vetionsl,

The Mid-Atluntic as ' ell reyrssented in the nnu:l Colf Tournament at the
‘{arii Conference. Joe .emoskey, Talbot %, "aston, d. tizd for top honors in
the ‘ro-.uvt. fliskt, and Clarcnce -“indsay, “ountein ¢4 €, iarersto'n, 4,
received a vrize for the Lhirhest score.

‘e were sorry to he:r that .rnest i-rsley,  &nor 2., hsd becn in the
hospital, but e are hanny to report that he is bettor, snd is novs back on the job,

The 1954 i'aryland >tate Cron ©ill be held -t Jim Reid!s course, Suburban
Country Club, Baltimore, Maryland., June 10-11-12-13, If there is any way that we
can be of assistance to you, Jim, please feel free to call on ua,
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Last RBminder

The annual Baltimore Turf Grass Conference wild be held at the Lord Baltimore
Hotel on Monday and Tuesday, Feb, 8~9 with registration beginning at 9:00 &.m,
The Program Committee hu'-made every effort to meke this meeting a success, The

final effort must be made by you to have yourself in Baltimore Monday mornings’
Be sure to hear the talk to be given by John Gonella at the dinner Monday night..
John is a sports writer for the Washington Post and has something to .say of

interest to golf course superintendents. You have asked for something different=
you will hear it.

Cormittees for 1954

Executive: Chairman, L.,R. Shields, Jr., Francis Coupe,. John Connolly, Clifford
Eisle, Robert Elder, Carroll Hitcheock, John C., Leavell, Adm, J.S,
Phillips, Al Radko, James Reid, Robert Scott, Jr.,‘Ernest Stanley,
Charles Schalestock and Richard Watson, .

Membership: Chairman, James Reid, Ruben Hines, C.A. Hltchcock C.W Lindsay and
James Reynolds.

Publicity: Chairman, Charles Schalestock, Harry Allanson, Robert Scott, Sr., and
James C, Seacrist,

Nominating Committee: Chairman, Thomas W, Dawson,Jr., Clarence Lindsay, Hugh
McRae, Howard McCarty, and Ernest Stanley,.

Golf Activity: Chairman, John Leavell, Vice~Chairman, J.Seaéhrist, Ernest Stanley,
Richard Scott, and Robert Williams,

Public Relations: Chairman, Admiral J,S., Phillips, John Connoliy, Walter Dinsmore,
Clifford Eisle, Richard Essex, Leo Freudber
Louis Fuchs and I.sreal November, . ;

Transportation Committee: George Cornell, Wilson Digney, Rébert.Holmead, and
A,T. Witcher,

Baltimore Representative: Dave HEdgar
Richmond Representative : J, Wm. Levertoﬁ.

Western Representative : J. Seachrist
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Good Reading

"Down to Earth "

A Review of Ag. Chem. Progress
The Dow Chemical Co,

- Midland, Mlch.

"Agrlculture News Letter " ( bi-monthly)
Public Relations Department ;
E.I.duPont de Nemours & Co.,Inc.
Wilmington, 98, Del.

"Agri-Chem., Review "

American Cyanamid Co.

Agricultural Chemical Division

30 Rockefeller Plaza - ; ; : ¢
New York 20, NoY.. - i pion o Ly :

" The Golf Course Reporter"
Agar M, Brown , Editor

Box 106 o 4 oo d B3k
St. Charles, Ill.

"Agricultural Chemicals"
Publication Office

123 Market Place
Baltimore 2, Md,

" Golfdom *

Publications Offices .- . IV A evien,
407 S. Dearborn St. b '
Chicago S, Ill.

" The USGA Journal and Tunf. Management o
United States Golf Associsation A
40 East 38th St.

New York, 16, N.Y,

Next Meeting

The time and place of the next meeting will be announced at the Baltimore
Conference and your News Letter followinge



