Thanks for being a part of who we are.

At Par Aide, we never forget it’s your dedication to the course that constantly drives
us to provide new, more innovative products. Products that save you time and deliver

superior value. So from Par Aide, a sincere thank you for being our valued partner. AIDE
®

Wherever golf is played.

paraide.com C‘(:SI\A".’5

SILVER PARTNER
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Natural alternative to chemicals

Easy to use

Improves water quality and clarity

Improves irrigation capacity

Eliminates smell Healthy Ponds’ products are designed to be
Reduces sludge build-up in ponds easy to use. Simply treat once a month and
Benefits turf health forget about it for 30 days!

Call us today or visit our website to learn more about the all-natural
products available to treat your golf course ponds and water features.

nneera i imesos. &= ¥ HEALTHY PONDS’

land of 10,000 lakes! Bzoz)grsg®

1527 Prairie Drive Suite 3 | Worthington, MN 56187 | Toll Free: 1-877-948-0303
www.bioverse.com



There’s still time, to save time

PENNC ROSS Sop |l e Ultimix!
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Supplying over 200
Golf Courses Since 1987

24317 Durant St. N.E.
East Bethel, MN 5530005

(763) 444-6753

“A Quality Grown Reputation™
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Page 5



The Legénds at .
Giants Ridge

Precisely Blended Soils

Delivered or Mixed On-site

Topdressing Sands As the Midwest’s leading golf course supplier, Landscape Rock & Mulch
Bunker Sands consistent product quality is critical. We carry Retaining Walls & Pavers
Green Colored Topdressing a full line of topdressing sands and mixes Field Stone Boulders
Black Dirt & Peat containing top-grade Minnesota peat. Construction Sand
Horticultural Mixes Cart Path & Road Base

For special needs such as increasing CEC ratio,
we custom blend topdressing with fertilizer or
humates using our computerized Accublender™.

Call our technical service team for soil testing or
soil mix recommendations. Visit our website to
view the full product offering.

THE SOIL EXPERTS.

Plaisted
Companies

INCORPORATED

Page 6
Elk River, MN e plaistedcompanies.com e 763.441.1100



Call your MTI Distribu
www.toro.com/irrigation
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MTI Distributing, Inc.
4830 Azelia Avenue N.
Brooklyn Center, MN 55429
800-362-3665
763-592-5600
DISTRIBUTING Fax: 763-592-5700
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MTI Distributing, Inc.
2131 16th St. N. Suite C
Fargo, ND 58102
800-782-1031
701-281-0775
Fax: 701-281-9417
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* Buy 10, Get 1 Free Program only applies to Network VP® and OSMAC®
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Presidential Parsyzctive
by Scottie Hines, CGCS

Welcome to spring? Wow! March 21, 2012 there
was exactly NO snow pack in the state. Most, if not
all courses were open. We had days in the 70’s and
80’s! March 21, 2013 is a different beast. The entire
state 1s in snow pack. No courses are open or thinking about opening.

The temperature in the truck was —4 when I pulled into the shop this
morning! Punxsutawney Phil was obviously nipping at the bottle as he
slumbered in his hole.

To add some perspective: The average date for the first 50-degree day
is March 18. The average date for the first 60-degree day is March 27.
One of those dates has passed and I am fairly confident that we will not
see even 50 on the other. In fact, to date we have only had one day that
reached 40 degrees, and that was it, 40 on the nose. Crazy! I have always
said that Mother Nature has a funny way of meeting the average. He we
go with another example of just that.

As we sit here trying to figure out what to do with ourselves as we are
looking out the window at the entirely snow covered landscape it is hard
to believe that 67% of the state of Minnesota is still listed as in “extreme
to severe” drought conditions. Unfortunately for us the snow will not do
much to alleviate this situation. As the snow melts it typically falls into
the run-off category since the ground is still frozen. Therefore we may
recover in the realm of lake levels, but not ground water. Reports are
we need to exceed our typical March — May rainfall to stem the drought
tide. I wonder what Punxsutawney Phil’s outlook on this is? By the way,
a great website to track local weather and environmental conditions is:
www.climate.umn.edu. Check it out it is very good and offers up a ton of
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information you can use to relay timely messages to members and boards.

Currently the Environmental Stewardship Committee is working on
BMP’s for water management and conservation. We will be meeting soon
and I plan to discuss stepping up our Crisis Management Plan to hopefully
guarantee that we all have the well and surface water we need to irrigate
and keep our courses viable. This plan will include a scheduled reduction
of irrigation waters depending on drought conditions. The plan would be
for a reduction of up to 20% of our typical use. It is very important that
we as an association get on board with this. It is also vitally important to
have the MN DNR on board with us. We have our work cut out for us!

I don’t know about anyone else but I am starting to get a little
concerned about the ice cover. However, I am glad I didn’t remove
any snow or ice. With the sun being as intense as it is open greens,
then the single digit to sub-zero temperatures? I think this is a recipe for
some turf damage. Of course, not doing anything could be disastrous too.
I am sticking with less 1s more in times like this. It is situations like this
that remind me of what a great job we have! One of the hardest things we
do is manage many people on a day-to-day basis. We do that quite well.
If we could just manage the most important person, Mother Nature, we
would really have it good!

It has been a tough winter and there is possibly more snow coming
this weekend. I truly wish everyone the best as we eventually emerge into
spring. It has to break at some point. Please remember that if you have
any difficulties due to the weather, communication to key owners, board
members and the golfers in general is key.

Good luck! .



'In Bounds

by Jack MacKenzie, CGCS

His words briefly echoed in my melon, “Head down,
fall down”, just seconds before I watched the tip of the neon
colored board cut cleanly into the back edge of the wake.
With a startled shout, muffled by the assault of luke-warm
water, my face was submerged quickly and harshly into
Big Marine Lake, my first attempt at wakeboarding ending in a sinus enema of horrific
proportions.

It seems that the only good things in life found by keeping one’s ‘head down’ are
agates on a country dirt road or the feel of a solidly hit golf shot. Yes, “head down, fall
down”, are words that sum up many of the challenges we feel in our professional and
personal lives. Perhaps the saying should be twisted into a more positive tang, “Head up,
stay up”’?

As a former Superintendent touring my previous courses, | often found myself
focusing upon the smallest of things only to be reminded of the bigger picture when it
hit me between my eyes. The blemish on hole two caused by ice damage too slow to
recover, cross country ski tracks left across the sixteenth fairway and the tell tail signs
of sliders on the hill in front of the eighteenth green seemed to capture and retain my
attention.

It always seemed as spring progressed, the poa never greened up quickly enough,
the summer staff never began work soon enough and the frost held tight too long in the
cool mornings.

Early to work, and often wrapped up in the day, I didn’t take enough time to look
at the whole picture from the player’s perspective as I was too engrossed in the smallest
of nuances. Truth be told, the course seemed to always play pretty well for the month
of April. Winter scares healed...patience, patience. Those trees, breaking buds and
showing pretty blossoms sure did look great...the seasonal staff would be in soon to pick
up the litter left from the gales of February. In hind sight the players were happy to be
out and about stretching their legs. And wasn’t that the end game?

Funny how a new crew can do the strangest things...but even more amazing are the
mind farts not uncommon in the returning staff, those who I always thought would know
better after returning year upon year! Instead of seeing the challenges, perhaps a broader
vision of latent potential should be obserqu. The idea of achieving the common goal of




