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Upcoming Events

November 16th
Pesticide Recertification Class

Contact: mnla@mnla.biz
MNLA/MTGF

December 5th
MGCSA Annual Awards Banquet
Medina Golf and Country Club

Erin McManus Host Superintendent

January 8th-10th
Northern Green Expo

Minneapolis Convention Center

 

Mixing is not fun... 

Unless you have an Ultimix! 

 

Frost Services 

1-800-621-7910 
Email: info@frostserv.com 
www.frostserv.com 

Chemical Pre-mix Station 
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Dale Ledstrom shares a hum-
ble and heart felt “Thank You” 
at the Wee One Event.  Read his 

article on pages 17-19
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Hole Notes (ISSN 108-27994) is digitally published 
monthly except bimonthly in November/December 

and January/February by the Minnesota Golf Course 
Superintendents’ Association, 10050 204th Street North, 

Forest Lake, MN 55025.  Jack MacKenzie CGCS publisher.  
Please send any address changes, articles for publication, 

advertising and concerns to jack@mgcsa.org.

Get ‘Er Done E. Paul!!!  In kind support 
built a destination for turf research, the TROE 
Center.  Now the call is out for a dues increase 
to support member generated research.  Read 

about the Board proposal on pages 32 - 37
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Wow, mid-October already!  Seems odd to have this much play, be using this much 
irrigation water and having this much staff on at this time of the year?  The weather 
forecast FINALLY has some rain in it.  I will believe it when I see it.  I obviously 
have not been in Minnesota my entire life but it has been a very long time since I have 
seen conditions this dry.  A nice four-day soaker would be great right about now.

The Wee One fund raiser was held at North Oaks last week.  What a great day and a great cause!  We raised 
over $14,000 for or recipient, Dale Ledstrom of Tim’s Tree Service, this year.  Dale was diagnosed with Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia and is now awaiting a bone marrow transplant from his brother.  The Wee One is 
a foundation set up to donate funds to members of the golf industry during times of financial hardship due 
to emergency or life threatening health events.  Simply, this is “us” taking care of “us”.  If you have been a 
supporter, please continue.  If you have not been a supporter, please consider it.  I certainly hope to never have 
to tap this fund but I will find a way to support it as I follow my career path in this industry.  From all of us, best 
wishes for a complete recovery Dale!

The Fall Mixer was held at the Minnesota Horse and Hunt Club yesterday.  Another great day!  I even goaded 
Jack MacKenzie to tote a gun along and do some extra shooting after the event.  Not a bad shooter, I might add.  
Congratulations to Jon Glader winner of the 2012 MGCSA Gun Raffle.  He takes home a very nice Weatherby 
12 guage, O/U shotgun.  Erin Mc Manus was High Gun only dropping 4 targets!  Well done.  Not a bad day for 
Jon, Erin or anyone who shot!

The call for GCSAA Committee Volunteers has gone out.  The deadline to sign up is October 24.  You can sign 
up for up to five committees.  There are many to choose from.  Things like expertise in a given field, prior local 
chapter leadership and local chapter committee work will be considered when GCSAA makes it’s committee 
appointments.  This is a great way to give back to our national association, expand your industry network, learn 
and forge new relationships.  I sit on the Government Relations Committee and I can’t begin to explain what 
a great experience it has been.  I will be honest, I was a little intimidated at first but the GCSAA staff and the 
other committee members made me feel very welcome and very comfortable.  Most of the committee work has 
been done via conference call or e-mail.  The time commitment is minimal.  Please consider volunteering for a 
committee, with GCSAA or MGCSA.

Speaking of the GCSAA GR Committee, our latest endeavor has been creating the GCSAA Priority Issues 
Agenda.  These are the issues the Committee recommends to GCSAA for focused attention by staff and the 
appropriate committees.  On the list to be considered for 2013 are:  The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
Fertilizers, Labor and Immigration, Pesticides, The Value of Golf and Water Management.  I am sure you will 
be hearing more from GCSAA or me on these issues in the near future.

Kevin Clunis, CGCS recently attended the Chapter Delegates meeting at GCSAA HQ.  He will be giving us 
a re-cap of the meetings at our next board meeting.  Thanks Kevin for taking the time and effort to act as the 
MGCSA Delegate.

It has been a long summer and as we wind into fall and shorter days take advantage and get a few of those 
things done you have had on the back burner since early summer.  It is almost time to relax, even if only for a 
little while….
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Presidential Perspective
by Scottie Hines CGCS 
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GREEN LAWNGER®

TURF COLORANTS

For a quick and easy solution for natural-

looking, year-round green turf, add Green 

Lawnger® brand turf colorants to your 

management program.
 

Green Lawnger turf colorants restore 

natural-looking green color to dormant or 

discolored turf, and will not break down 

from UV light for long-lasting results.

GREENER
LONGER

™,® Trademarks, registered or applied for, of Becker Underwood, Inc., Ames, IA.

Scan to learn more.

Chris Quinlan 
chris.quinlan@beckerunderwood.com 
612.669.6231  •  beckerunderwood.com

GREEN LAWNGER®

For a quick and easy solution for natural-

looking, year-round green turf, add Green 

 brand turf colorants to your 

Green Lawnger turf colorants restore 

natural-looking green color to dormant or 

discolored turf, and will not break down 

from UV light for long-lasting results.

LONGER
BEFORE

LONGER
For a quick and easy solution for natural-

looking, year-round green turf, add Green 

 brand turf colorants to your 

Green Lawnger turf colorants restore 

natural-looking green color to dormant or 

discolored turf, and will not break down 

LONGER
BEFORE AFTER

BU_0098_GreenLawnger_Ad_HoleNotes_FullPgOCT.indd   1 10/1/12   11:19 AM
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In Bounds
by Jack MacKenzie CGCS
Happy Anniversary U of M TROE Center!!!  Just ten years ago the 
MGCSA mantra was, “Build It and They Will Come”.  We did build 
it and indeed after ten years a lot of research has been conducted at 
the renowned destination.  Kudos MGCSA for accomplishing your 
goal!

You should notice a few retro pages in this issue of Hole Notes. 
They are actually articles about the TORE Center meant to take you back in time and walk you through 
some of the victories, challenges, trials, research and developmental stages of the home for Minnesota 
Turf Science.  These articles, cut and pasted from previous issues, will generate thoughts of where we 
have been and how far we have come as a destination for turf investigations.  From mandated fertilizer 
studies to NTEP trials the TROE Center has provided the turf community a fine landing zone for grass 
studies.  But what about golf course research?

Boldly, the MGCSA contributed money and resources to build several acres of prime playing ground 
for golf course turf scientists.  In the early years the University was pleased to make use of a piece of 
property formerly set aside for cow cultivation.  Dreams of giant expanses of fine cut turf, both fairway 
and green, came to reality.  Partnering with the University, the MGCSA engaged in positive growth 
for all parties involved.  But with squeezing budgets and changing politics the TROE Center was 
eventually left alone to survive through industry donations.  

Dr.’s Horgan and Watkins have been masterful in claiming national grant money for industrial turf 
studies and modest golf industry funds to supplement those larger dollars.  Unfortunately, not enough 
has been contributed to sustain any member driven research ideas.  In other words, the good stuff, the 
material you can use today and for years to come.

To that end your Board of Directors and the recently reactivated Research Committee have resolved 
to inject new energy into Minnesota golf course turf research with the surge of sustainable funds and 
the creation of a system to refine ideas worth pursuing.  Ideas generated by the membership of the 
MGCSA.  Questions you want answers to today and research done in your back yard tomorrow.  The 
plan includes research reports available in sections on line at the MGCSA.org website as well as three 
times annually generated regional reports from the staff at the University of Minnesota.

Possible?  Absolutely, but the choice is yours.  It will mean a dues increase, a final bump enough to 
generate a minimum of $20,000 to be put toward member driven research annually.  $35 bucks in total 
per member at the end of three years…the cost of a dozen cheap golf balls, three boxes of premium 
shotgun shells, a nice polo shirt, a prime time movie with popcorn and milk duds,  nine gallons of gas, 
two bottles of reasonable wine…you get the picture.  Here is to wishing the TROE Center another 
several years of success.   “Cheers!”
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Protect your course from Snow Mold

Pink and gray snow molds are devastating turf diseases 
that occur on golf course putting greens, tees and fairways 
in the presence or absence of snow cover. These diseases 
are not only unsightly in the spring but can leave the turf 
surfaces unplayable.  

There are many fungicides that are labeled for the control 
of pink and gray snow molds, but the Bayer StressGard™ 
Formulation Technology product line is proven to provide 
superior disease control and outstanding turf quality. These 
powerful fungicides give you confident snow mold control 
with solutions to fit your budget – leading to earlier green 
up and more green in your pocket.

It all starts with Interface®

Interface® is the cornerstone of a solid snow mold 
control program. Four years of university research 
and golf course applications have demonstrated that 
Interface provides earlier spring green up allowing you 
to jump start your 2013 golf season. Building your 
snow mold program around Interface allows the 
flexibility to tailor a program to fit your needs without 
sacrificing performance.  

Two other StressGard FT fungicides that perform well  in 
combinations with Interface are Chipco Triton® FLO and 
Tartan.® For gray snow mold, Chipco Triton FLO is the 
tank-mix partner of choice, while Tartan should be used 
if pink snow mold is the predominant problem. All three 
fungicides represent distinct fungicide classes that when 
combined offer powerful disease management tools.

Spring, after a fall-applied Interface combination on an Idaho putting green.

Your guide to complete snow mold control

2012 Fall SolutIonS:
Proven, relIable anSwerS For your Snow Mold ProbleMS
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Snow Mold Control Recommendations 
Greens & Tees/Fairways

Greens & Tees

Fairways

2008–2012 Summary of University Trials
25 Trial Comparisons

2008–2012 Summary of University Trials
31 Trial Comparisons

% Snow Mold

Untreated Instrata®

9 –11 � oz
Interface +
Triton FLO

5 + 0.85 � oz
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Turf Quality

% Snow Mold Turf Quality

Untreated     Instrata
9–11 � oz

Interface +
Triton FLO

5 + 0.85 � oz

7 

5 

3 

1 

3.4

1.5

3.3

5.8

6.8

Oregon State University, Golembiewski & McDonald Oregon State University, Golembiewski & McDonald

Untreated Pennstar® FLO
(PCNB) 12 � oz

Interface +
Triton FLO

4 + 0.85 � oz

Untreated     Pennstar FLO
(PCNB) 12 � oz

Interface +
Triton FLO

4 + 0.85 � oz

7 

5 

3 

1 

Less than 60 days (Pink)

Less than 80 days (mainly Pink)

60 to 149 days (Pink + Gray) 150 days or more (Gray)

Interface 6 � oz
-OR-

Tartan 2 � oz

Interface 4 � oz + Tartan 2 � oz

80 days or more (mainly Gray)

Interface 4 � oz + Triton FLO 0.55 � oz

Interface 5– 6 � oz + Triton FLO 0.85 � oz
-OR-

Interface 5 � oz + Reserve™ 4.5 � oz

Interface 6 � oz + Triton FLO 0.85 � oz
-OR-

Interface 6 � oz + Reserve 5.4 � oz

74

38

6

6.580
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40
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0

Contact Michael Kelly at (952) 292-1966 or Mike.Kelly@bayer.com to learn more about our snow mold solutions.

Product

Triton FLO

Tartan

Interface

Iprodione
(Dicarboximide)

Triadimefon
(DMI)

Triticonazole
(DMI)

Trifloxystrobin
(Qol)

StressGard
Formulation
Technology

X X

X

X

XX

XX
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