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Snow Mold Control Recommendations 
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Contact Michael Kelly at (952) 292-1966 or Mike.Kelly@bayer.com to learn more about our snow mold solutions.
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Incredible educational value 
at Northern Green Expo 
2013 – just look at these

golf course speakers!

Golf Course 
Master Planning

Whether a private 
country club or a public 
daily-fee golf course, 
a long-range master plan can be a valuable tool for 
identifying and prioritizing capital improvements. 
Norby will discuss the benefits of preparing a 
master plan and will describe steps which you, as a 
superintendent, can take to encourage your course to 
complete a long-range plan to reduce maintenance 
and unnecessary repairs and to improve course 
conditioning and playability.

1

Panel Discussion on Golf Course Master Planning

This panel discussion will bring together superintendents 
who have completed a long-range master plan for their golf course 
including Mike Handrich, Superintendent at Racine Country Club in 
Racine, Wisc.; Kurt Knox, Superintendent at Island View Golf Club in 
Waconia, Minn.; Chris Bradford, Superintendent at Coal Creek Golf 
Course in Louisville, Colo. and Troy Malo, General Manager at Pebble 
Creek Golf Course in Becker, Minn.  They will discuss the challenges 
they faced in convincing their club to pursue a master plan and the 
benefits which they have experienced since completing the process.  
They will discuss some of their specific changes and will describe what 
impact their master plan has had on their course and their budget.

2

Bob Vavrek has been part of the USGA Green 
Section staff for 22 years. His current responsibilities 
include making turf advisory service visits and USGA 
Championship preparation in Nebraska, Iowa, 
Northern Illinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. The goal 
of the USGA Turf Advisory Service is to help provide 
golfers the best possible playing conditions within 
the budgetary limitations of a particular golf facility. 
Other duties include writing articles for various 
publications and making numerous educational 
presentations at turf conferences across the United 
States and abroad. A native of northeast Ohio, Vavrek 
holds a B.S. in biology from Marietta College. A 
Masters degree in turfgrass entomology from The Ohio 

State University explains his interest in helping golf course superintendents make a 
rapid, accurate diagnosis of turf related problems as well as presenting sustainable, 
environmentally friendly options to address these issues. He resides in Waukesha, 
Wisconsin.

Golf Course: The 2012 Year 
In Review

A mild winter and early warm weather 
during spring started the 2012 golf 
season off on the right foot. However, 
record heat and extended periods of 
drought across the upper Midwest 
caused plenty of stress to golf courses 
during June and July. This presentation 
discusses ways golf course managers 
addressed issues of intense heat and 
inconsistent rainfall this summer.

JaNuaRY 9-11, 2013
Minneapolis Convention Center

Kevin Norby is the owner and principal of Herfort Norby Golf Course Architects in Chaska. Kevin 
attended the University of Idaho at Moscow and South Dakota State University at Brookings 
where he received a bachelor’s degree in landscape architecture. He is a member of the American 
Society of Golf Course Architects (ASGCA) and is an active member of numerous golf course 
industry associations including the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) 
and the Midwest Public Golf Managers Association (MPGMA). In 1991, Norby formed Herfort 
Norby Golf Course Architects and worked with his partner and mentor Don Herfort until 2003. 
Today, Herfort Norby specializes exclusively in the design and renovation of golf courses. Norby 
has been involved with nearly 100 golf course projects throughout the United States, Canada and 
the Caribbean and is a frequent speaker and contributing writer on issues related to golf course 
design and master planning. His services cover all aspects of golf course development from site 
selection and market/feasibility studies, to renovations and new course design.

plus many more great seminars 
and speakers! to view the entire 

preliminary schedule-at-a-glance, 
visit www.northernGreenexpo.org.

Join the conversation on
Twitter. #GreenExpo13


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www.frontieragturf.com

7500 E-Cut® Hybrid Fairway Mower

• Consistent cut quality 
• Electric reel motors eliminate the possibility of a hydraulic leak 
• Runs quietly and saves on fuel 
• Maximize performance and efficiency

12040 Point Douglas Dr. South 
Hastings, MN 55033 

(651) 437-7747
*2.9% lease rate for up to 60 months on operating lease or lease purchase. Offer valid through 10/26/2012. Subject to approved lease credit 
with John Deere Financial. See your John Deere Golf distributor for complete details and other financing options. **Offer ends 10/26/2012. 
Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so 
see your dealer for details and other financing options. Up to 10% down payment may be required.

2.9% FINANCING FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS*

Beautifully Designed for a Beautiful Fairway.
0% Interest until May 2013 followed by 2.9%**

FAT7x51001HN-4C

The Wee One Foundation, 
		  Smoothing out a Rough Road by Dave Kazmeirczak CGCS

The road to recovery from cancer can be 
a long and lonely one, but on October 8, 2012 
Dale Ledstrom, owner of Tim’s Tree Service, got 
a little help from his industry brothers. Ledstrom 
is this year’s Wee One recipient.

Ledstrom related in an acceptance speech 
at the Wee One Foundation event at North Oaks 
Country Club that while his road to recovery has 
already been trod upon, there are many more 
steps to take.

Lesdstrom has owned and operated Tim’s tree service for the last seven years and 
has serviced close to a dozen golf courses in the greater Twin Cities area. He started 
experiencing neck and shoulder pain earlier in the year and tried chiropractic care 
and physical therapy to correct the pain he was experiencing. When that did not help, 
he decided to seek another opinion. On June 6, 2012 he was diagnosed with Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia.

The devastating news was a blow not only to Ledstrom, but to his wife, Denise, 
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their daughter, Annika and the rest of his 
family as well. Tim’s tree service would 
also take a major hit, as Ledstrom was 
owner and operator, and his dawn to 
dusk schedule would be reduced to next 
to nothing. Clearly Ledstrom and his 
family needed 
some help, 
and that is 
what they got 
in a variety of 
ways.

In order 
to keep the 
business 
afloat, Denise 
has stepped 
in to run the 
business side 
while the 
former owner, 
Tim Hagen, 
returned to 
help with the 
tree service 
end of the business. Ledstrom also did 
landscaping and demolition work, but 
that part of the business has been halted 
until Ledstrom recovers. While this plan 
has kept the business alive, it has not 
kept the business profitable, and some 
equipment has had to be sold in order to 
sustain the operation. Also, Denise has 
not been able to return to a regular job 
in order to concentrate on the business 
matters, further burdening the home 
budget.

Having heard of Ledstrom’s illness, 
Mike Manthey, superintendent Midland 
Hills and Jeff Ische, superintendent 
Golden Valley Country Club wondered if 
the Wee One Foundation would be able 
to help Ledstrom. Some investigation 

from Ische 
confirmed 
that Ledstrom 
was eligible 
to receive 
help from the 
foundation. 
Now all 
Ledstrom had 
to do was 
accept that 
help, which 
was not easy.

When 
Ische first 
approached 
Ledstrom 
about the 
Wee One 

donation he was hesitant. Lestrom had 
always been the giver, the one who went 
above and beyond the normal service 
and provided his customers what they 
needed. Now he was the one in need. 
After about four weeks, Ische was 
contacted by Denise, and the application 
was quickly submitted and approved. 
All proceeds from the October 8 event, 
plus $2,500 more from the Wee One 
Foundation would go to Ledstrom and 
his family.

Dale and Denise Ledstrom, cancer in 
remission, share a good moment with 
Kerry Anderson, Wee One beneficiary 

four years ago.  

Page  18



Perhaps the greatest gift of all, 
however, will come from his older 
brother. 

When Ledstrom was first 
diagnosed, he started four cycles of in-
patient chemotherapy an the University 
of Minnesota Fairview hospital. An 
MRI in last September showed that the 
cancer was in remission, which allows 
Ledstrom to proceed in the next step to 
recovery- a bone marrow transplant that 
will be donated from his older brother. 
After the surgery, Ledstrom will spend 
30 days in an isolated situation due to a 
lack of immune system, and then another 
couple months at Hope Lodge, a short-

term recovery facility.
Ledstrom expressed gratitude 

to the Wee One and the MGCSA for 
supporting him, and thanked Ische for 
his support in getting it accomplished. 
His road to recovery will take time 
to travel, but he is looking forward to 
getting around this detour, and providing 
the strong service his customers have 
come to appreciate from him in the 
spring of 2013. 

If you are interested in helping support the 
Wee One Foundation visit Wee One.Org for more 
information.  Your contributions make a difference 
and are greatly appreciated by many including 
Dale Ledstrom, Mike Smith, Tom Fuller and Kerry 
Anderson.  
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