
On Board: continued.
....oh lighten up!!!

Joe Churchill Reinders Inc.

.       

The 16th tee featured a fairway that 
ran along a road.  The first golfer in 
a foursome teed off and hooked the 
ball.  It soared over the fence and 
bounced onto the street, where it hit 
the tire of a moving bus and rico-
cheted back onto the fairway.  As 
they all stood in amazement, one 
of the golfer’s friends asked, “How 
did you do that?” 

The golfer shrugged. “You have to 
know the bus schedule.”
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INITIALS DATEJOB # PAR100003 DATE 4/27/10
CLIENT Par Aide

JOB DESCRIPTION Partner Ad

LIVE 7.5" x 10"
BLEED 8.5" x 11" 
FILE 100% 

COLOR CMYK

CD 

AD Doug M.

CW Tom W.

DS 

AM Steve K.

PM Dianne Y.

CLIENT 

Thanks for being a part of who we are.

paraide.com

At Par Aide, we never forget it’s your dedication to the course that constantly drives 

us to provide new, more innovative products. Products that save you time and deliver 

superior value. So from Par Aide, a sincere thank you for being our valued partner. 

Wherever golf is played.
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    All Blown Up!!! 
                  Hot Air for Spring Recovery
            By Skip Roth of CHI Companies and Nick Klinkhammer

 Each Spring Golf Course 
Superintendents wait for the snow 
to melt to find out if there fall 
applications of fungicides worked 
to suppress snow mold diseases. 
However, some golf courses uncover 
their greens to find a smelly, rotten, 
dead turf across their greens. For 
these courses, recovery is a long 
process full of uncertainty and 
constant monitoring. Well in the 
spring of 2011 I had the chance 
in meeting with Jake Schmitz, 
Golf Course Superintendent of 

Olympic Hills in Eden Prairie 
Minnesota who has perfected a 
way in using reinforced plastic to 
develop a greenhouse over their 
greens to recover them from winter 
damage.  
 Minnesota can become very 
unpredictable and throughout the 
winter months temperatures can get 
very cold but warm up to melt snow 
on any given day. With this constant 
freeze, thaw events, especially 
during the months of March and 
April turf can become damaged 
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and eventually lead to death. Thus, 
superintendent in the northern 
climates must find creative ways 
in recovering dead turf quickly to 
produce a well respected product.

 Originally developed by 
Robert Distel, who at the time 
was superintendent at Wayzata 
Country Club experimented with 
10-mil reinforced plastic sheeting 
to develop a Hot House to promote 
germination of new creeping 
bentgrass seedlings. The following 
year Jake Schmitz took this idea and 

applied to his troubled greens that 
he consistently has problems with 
coming out of winter. 
 To develop these hot houses 
for his greens, Jake contacted 
CHI Companies (a heater rental 
company) and asked about propane 
heaters that could maintain a 
consistent temperature within the 
enclosure.  CHI engineered the size 
heater needed and was involved in 
the setup process. To provide the 
adequate height and to the bubble, 
the plastic must be laid out and 
brought in a few inches to provide 
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Featuring 
the NEW
Air Flow 
System!

Get the  IMPERMEABLE  barrier!

Not just another Turf Cover! 

Minimizes temperature fluctuations  •  Protects from ice damage, crown hydration and desiccation
Lightweight and durable for years of easy installation & storage

www.GreenJacket.com/mgs 888-786-2683

7.5x5_MGCSA  7/13/09  5:36 PM  Page 1
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adequate lift to the plastic. 
 With this lift to the bubble 
sod staples are placed every  two 
inches with 12 inch nails placed 
every 5 feet, also rope is placed 
over the bubble in two different 
directions just to make sure 
that the plastic will not move or 
blown away by any dust of wind. 
Air vents were also cut into the 
sides of the plastic to regulate air 
flow.  The CHI heaters used for 
this process are direct-fired units, 
which means the outside air being 

heated and going into the bubble 
comes in direct contact with the 
burner.  
 The thermostat within the 
bubble regulates the amount of 
heat to maintain the temperature.  
This heating unit is not a new 
concept and has been used on 
construction sites and commercial 
buildings for decades.  One 
of benefits is that the burner 
combustion process creates carbon 
dioxide which helps the growing 
process inside the Hot House.  
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The critical part of the process is 
to ensure you have enough vents 
in the bubble to maintain proper 
mixture of air and fuel for the 
burner but just enough to keep the 
bubble inflated. 

 Before the Hot House goes 
up, preparation for new creeping 
bentgrass germination must be 
complete. For this process, they 
verticutted several of times to 
remove any unwanted dead turf 
material while also opening up 
parts of the soil for seed bed 

preparation. They also solid 
tine aerified to provide even 
more areas for the seeds to be 
surrounded by soil for increased 
rooting. The crew then applied 
several rounds of bentgrass seed 
to maximize seedling germination 
and enhanced recovery of their 
greens in recorded time. 
 Then once the bubble was 
up, crew members needed to get 
in and out of theses Hot Houses 
to do routine maintenance such 
as watering, monitoring, and 
fluctuate temperature within the 
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bubble. For larger maintenance 
practices on these greens, the 
bubble must be taken down for 
mowing, and spraying of fungicides 
especially for diseases such as 
pythium that can be easily produced 
with the constant watering and 
high temperatures within these Hot 
Houses. 

 Before visiting Olympic Hills, 
I had only read about the use of 

these Hot Houses in articles and to 
view them with my own eyes was 
a great experience. While some of 
the greens had winter damage, the 
fairways of the golf course were 
excellent.

 I would like to personally 
Thank Jake Schmitz and his crew 
for giving me an excellent tour and 
learning experience at Olympic 
Hills. 

 On the left you can see 
the incredible lifting power 
of the warm air blower as 
you look inside the inflated 
recovery tent.

 On the right you can see 
the hold down system imple-
mented to prevent the lose of 
warm air outside the recovery 
dome.
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WEE ONE MINNESOTA GOLF OUTING 
AT NORTH OAKS GOLF CLUB 
And Jerry Murphy CGCS Induction 

into the MPGA Hall of Fame 
	  
	  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2012 
NORTH  OAKS, MINNESOTA 

HOSTS:  Brian Boll, Superintendent 
and the MGCSA 

	  
$125 per Player / $500  per Team 

  Four Person Scramble only one MGCSA member per team necessary 
	  

Great Golf Prizes.  On course refreshments.  Lunch on the course. Heavy 
hors d'oeuvres immediately following golf with cash bar reception. 

	  
Enter Early.  Field is limited to 25 teams (100  players). 

Taco Bar @ Pop Shack and Brats to go @ Hole #3 Gazebo. (lunch included in registration fee) 
Country Club Attire – Collared Shirts. Soft spikes only. 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Contests: 

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Registration – Driving Range available 
11:00 a.m. GOLF - Shotgun 
4:00 p.m. Prizes and hors d’oeuvres reception (cash bar). 

1st Place $400, 2nd Place Draw $200, 3rd Place Draw $100 (Gross) 
Skins Game - $20 per team (Half the pot goes to the team skins winner, the other half to the Wee One.)  
Mulligan Purchase:  4 for $20 or 8 for $40 
Closest to the pin winners on the five Par 3’s will draw down for a set of irons. 
Featured Raffle Prizes – $5 for 5 tickets or $20 for a LONG arm’s length. 
50 inch Flat Screen HDTV, IPAD and M U C H  MORE. 

	  

------------- PLEASE FILL OUT COMPLETELY - THE DINNER COUNTS ARE IMPORTANT --------------- 
	  

Name:   Course/Company    
	  

Name:   Course/Company    
	  

Name:   Course/Company    
	  

Name:   Course/Company    
	  

REGISTER:   GOLFERS @ $125  per Player / $500  per Team (Golf, prizes, refreshments, lunch, hors d’oeuvres) 
	  
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $   

	  
PAYMENT METHOD:    Check    Credit Card:        VISA        MASTERCARD      DISCOVER 
	  
Name as it appears on credit card:    

	  
Credit Card Number:   Security Code:   Expiration Date:    

	  
Authorized Signature:    

	  
Make  check payable to MGCSA and mail to:  MGCSA, 10050 204th Street N., Forest Lake, MN 55025 

	  
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 15, 2012 
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by David Kazmierczak  CGCS
Within the Leather
Aaahhhh! 
 That was the 
collective 
noise you 
heard a week 
ago from all 

things living from the Arrowhead to the 
Spam Museum and all points near and far. 
The first shot of cool air compliments of the 
Canucks reached all points Minnesota and 
for some, just in time. 

 After what proved to be a very above 
average month of July temperature-wise, 
the first week in August felt like a long 
lost friend had arrived with fresh case of 
70-degree days and six-pack of 50-degree 
nights as a chaser. I know I threw open the 
windows and dusted off cobwebs usually 
reserved for the early spring in the shop, 
much to the spider’s dismay, and reveled in 
the cool, dry wonderfulness.

 Yes, it has been quite the summer in 
Minnesota, but I seem to recall this initial 
shot of cool air being an annual thing 
around here. That welcomed friend 
usually shows up this time of year with 
a hint of the good times just around the 
corner. For you see, I absolutely love 
the season of fall.

 Not that I do not like summer. 
I love summer. Summer grows 
grass, and that is what we do, 
right? This summer has been 
like no other in that category. I 

bet we grew more grass this season than the 
last two combined. Unfortunately, some of 
it was not the type we intended to grow, but 
we have things for that. 

 But there is something about the fall 
that I adore. The air just smells different. It 
is clean and crisp. The sun angle casts deep 
shadows on the golf course you just don’t 
get any other time of the year. (Yes, I know 
the angle is the same sometime in the spring, 
but the course is not in the same condition.) 
The leaves turn their wonderful shades of 
orange and yellow and light up the golf 
course in one final, glorious finale before 
the inevitable submission to the clutches of 
winter.
 
 Things slow down. The pressures of 
maintaining high quality turfgrass seems to 
fade as fast as the setting sun on a cool fall 
evening. Diseases fall by the wayside. Pests 
relent. Crabgrass dies, and all the worries of 
shaved, compacted, stressed out greens are 
relieved by one cultural practice or another, 
before the greens fall into their frost-induced 
slumber. 

 All of which allows all of us to 
concentrate on other more important 
things. Family time becomes more 
abundant. Football and hunting creep 
into the frontal lobes, taking place of ET 
rates and fungicide calculations. Just the 
thought of it makes a superintendent wax 
poetic………………………….


