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Over200 Attendees Enjoyed 
The UM/MTGF Field Day 

By JACK MacKENZIE, CGCS 
MTGF President 

Over two hundred individuals attend-
ed the annual University of Minnesota 
Turf and Grounds Field Days hosted by 
the Minnesota Turf and Grounds 
Foundation. 

Attendees enjoyed a greet and meet 
with Allen Levine, Dean of the College of 
Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource 
Sciences, followed by NTEP trial tours 
next to the campus and completed at the 
TROE Center where they observed new 
maintenance concepts, phosphorous run 
off trials and turf evaluation experiments. 
Several venders had booths and everyone 
enjoyed the buffet lunch of Famous Dave's 
BBQ. 

Kathy Aro, Executive Director of the 
MTGF, promises that next year will be 
even better with a "new" demonstration 
area for equipment use, more trials, ven-
dors and participants. 

Matthew Clark; a research assistant in the 
Department of Horticultural Sciences at the 
University of Minnesota spoke on genetic 
improvement of Prairie Junegrass for use as a 
turf 

Fine Fescue Cultivars at the University of Minnesota. 
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Thank You 
Field Day Exhibitors! 

BASF 

Bayer Environmental Sciences 

Kromer Co. 

Minnesota Valley Wholesale 

Rivards Tree and Forage 

The Tessman Company 

Turfwerks 

Vermeeer Sales and Service 

Excel Turf and Ornamental 

Allen Levine, Dean, College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, converses 
with MTGF Executive Director Kathy Aro, MTGF 

Thank You Field Day Sponsors 
for Making the Day A Great Success! 

Pla t i num Sponsors : 

JRK Seed and Turf Supply 

Gold Sponsor : 

Twin City Seed Co. 

Bronze Sponsor : 

Turfwerks 

Andrew Hollman, scientist, Department of 
Horticulture spoke on Fine Fescue Cultivars. 
Pictured below are the National Kentucky 
Blue trials taking place at the University of 
Minnesota. 

U of M Field Day host Dr. Brian Horgan 



ELMS FOR THE TWIN CITIES 

A Guide for Selection and Maintenance 
Courtesy of the TRE Nursery Team 

Jeff Gillman, Gary Johnson, Chad Giblin, Dave Hanson and Patrick Weicherding 

Why Elms? 

For much of the past century, American 
elms have been a very important part of 
our urban forest, especially in the Twin 
Cities. Since the outbreak of Dutch Elm 
Disease (DED), however, urban foresters 
and nursery growers have been scram-
bling to find suitable replacements for 
these tough specimens. The Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) has 
been involved in trying out the resistant 
elm varieties for many years. This interest 
helped establish a cooperative research 
project between the MPRB and the 
University of Minnesota Teaching, 
Research, and Extension (TRE) Nursery to 
evaluate the various elms available in the 
nursery trade. The goal was to find as 
many new elm selections as possible and 
get a feel for their suitability in the city of 
Minneapolis. Since 1999, over 1,000 elms 
selected from 20+ different varieties have 
been evaluated. 

Variety is the Spice of Life! 

Moderation is always a wise choice. 
Accordingly, MPRB is taking a cautious 
approach to replanting large numbers of 
any particular tree on the city streets. For 
example, Minneapolis has approximately 
19% ash trees on the streets and is trying 
to limit the over-planting of any one par-
ticular species or variety. City foresters 
are conscius of the role increased tree 
diversity plays in preventing infestations 
such as the emerald ash borer in ash. 
Species diversity, combined with a good 
tree inventory, allows for quicker more 
efficient planning and response to exotic 
pest introductions or disease outbreaks. 
The multi-specific parentage of these elms 
will contribute high levels of genetic 
diversity to the urban forest and may help 
stop or delay major outbreaks of disease 
and insect infestations. 

Maintenance 

Elms require unique levels of mainte-
nance for long-term health. Many vari-
eties will require pruning and training 
throughout the growing season for the 
first few years of their lives outside of the 
nursery. Maintenance of strong central 
leaders is of critical importance, especially 
for boulevard plantings. In many cases it 
appears that elm bark beetle feeding sites 
may create branch inclusions that may 
tear out under stress in the future. 
Scouting for these dysfunctional branch 
attachments is critical when trees are 
young to avoid "tear-outs" which, in many 
cases, send an otherwise good tree to the 
chipper! 

Because pruning young elms is so 
important, several new research sites will 
examine both traditional and relatively 
unconventional pruning methods and 
their effects on tree health and perform-
ance. 

Elms for the Twin Cities: A Guide for Selection and Maintenance (rev. 2 /27/2007) 

DED 
Resistance1 

Growth 
Rate Hardiness Insect 

Resistance 
Form Maintenance 

Requirement 
Storm 

Breakage 
Blvd. 
Use2 

Accolade™ v e r y g o o d f a s t e x c e l l e n t e x c e l l e n t v a s e m o d e r a t e e x c e l l e n t * * * 

Danada Charm™ v e r y g o o d v . f a s t g o o d f a i r v a s e h i g h f a i r * * * 

Commendation™ v e r y g o o d v . f a s t e x c e l l e n t f a i r o v a l / v a s e m o d e r a t e g o o d * * * * 

Camperdown u n k n o w n s l o w p o o r g o o d w e e p i n g m o d e r a t e e x c e l l e n t n / a 

Cathedral g o o d v . f a s t e x c e l l e n t g o o d v a s e h i g h f a i r * * * 

Discovery g o o d s l o w e x c e l l e n t g o o d u p r i g h t m o d e r a t e e x c e l l e n t * * * 

Frontier g o o d s l o w p o o r f a i r u p r i g h t l o w e x c e l l e n t n / a 

Homestead g o o d v . f a s t g o o d f a i r u p r i g h t m o d e r a t e g o o d * * 

New Horizon e x c e l l e n t v . f a s t e x c e l l e n t e x c e l l e n t u p r i g h t h i g h g o o d * * * 

Patriot e x c e l l e n t f a s t e x c e l l e n t e x c e l l e n t v a s e l o w e x c e l l e n t * * * * 

Pioneer g o o d m o d e r a t e f a i r f a i r g l o b e l o w e x c e l l e n t * * 

Princeton g o o d f a s t g o o d f a i r v a s e h i g h f a i r * * * * 

Prospector e x c e l l e n t m o d e r a t e f a i r g o o d v a s e h i g h f a i r * 

Triumph™ v e r y g o o d v . f a s t e x c e l l e n t f a i r v a s e m o d e r a t e m o d e r a t e * * * 

Valley Forge e x c e l l e n t v . f a s t g o o d f a i r v a s e h i g h f a i r * * 

Vanguard™ v e r y g o o d f a s t e x c e l l e n t f a i r v a s e h i g h f a i r * # 

1 D u t c h E l m D i s e a s e r e s i s t a n c e a n d s o m e o f t h e i n s e c t r e s i s t a n c e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a r e b a s e d o n d a t a a n d o b s e r v a t i o n s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f 
M i n n e s o t a c o m b i n e d w i t h p r e v i o u s l y p u b l i s h e d w o r k . P lease r e f e r t o t h e Elms for the Twin Cities: A Guide for Selection and Maintenance f o r a 
c o m p l e t e l is t o f c i t a t i o n s . 
2 Th i s c o l u m n r a t e s s u i t a b i l i t y f o r u s e i n b o u l e v a r d p l a n t i n g s t r i ps . F o u r s ta rs i n d i c a t e h i g h s u i t a b i l i t y ; o n e s t a r i n d i c a t e s l i t t l e o r n o s u i t a b i l i t y . Th i s r a t i n g is 
b a s e d p r i m a r i l y o n f o r m a n d g r o w t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o b s e r v e d in t h e r e s e a r c h n u r s e r y s e t t i n g , b u t m a y a l s o i n c l u d e e x c e p t i o n a l s a l t , h e a t , a n d d r o u g h t 
t o l e r a n c e . E x t r e m e l y h i g h - m a i n t e n a n c e v a r i e t i e s a n d t h o s e w i t h s p r e a d i n g f o r m s m i g h t b e p r e c l u d e d f r o m use in t h e s e a r e a s . 



The 10th annual Hope Golf Classic was held August 1 at Phalen Golf Club. Money raised is for 
the Susan G. Komen Golf for the Cure of Breast Cancer. Host Superintendent was JeffHable. 

Specializing in Soils for Golf Course Maintenance & Construction 
Soil mixing and processing specialists. 

Supplying the Golf Course Industry with soil and sand products for over 60 years. 
Material to specification for topdressing and construction. 

Quality - Reliability - Experience 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION THROUGH THE MGCSA 

MIKE LEITNER 
LEITNER COMPANY 

9 4 5 R a n d o l p h A v e n u e ~ St . Pau l , M i n n e s o t a 5 5 1 0 2 



Locat ions 
Tessman—St . Paul 
1300 Sylvan Street 
St. Paul, M N 55117 
(651 )487 -3850 

Tessman—Fargo 
2001 Great Northern Dr. 
Fargo, ND 58102 
(701 )232 -7238 

T e s s m a n - Sioux Falls 
27093 Sundowner Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
(605) 368-2586 

Sales Representat ives 
St. Paul: 
Dan Faust 
Jeff Jensen 
Mark Poppitz 
T o m Thul 
Wol f Weber 

The Tessman Company 
Serving the Green Industry Since 1950 

The Tessman Company offers the following 

premium products to assist with your Golf Course 

needs: 

(612 )991 -5021 
(612 )710 -3740 
(612 )940 -5727 
(651 )755 -8394 
(612 )325-5411 

Fargo: 
Roger Tychsen 
J im Erickson 

(218) 841-4444 
(701) 371-8899 



An Adventure in Life 

Two Years of Preparation for the Olympic Games 
Culminates on August 11 at Hong Kong GC 

August 11, 2008 was the culmination of 
2fi years of planning and works in prepa-
ration for the Olympic Equestrian Cross 
Country Event at the Hong Kong Golf 
Club. Leaving my residence at 5 a.m., I 
was greeted by a typical Hong Kong sum-
mer morning of heat, humidity and rain-
fall. Just the type of conditions that had 
been prepared for in the planning of the 
Olympic Event. The day began with 
our normal morning briefing at 5:30 
a.m. with the various course superin-
tendents, assistants, equipment man-
ager, and the equestrian supervisor 
and his staff. These people and myself 
were the only staff members that had 
been granted Olympic credentials for 
the day due to very strict security rea-
sons. All other golf course mainte-
nance staff members enjoyed a day off 
away from work. After the briefing, every-
one headed out to the venue for security 
clearance and admittance. After 6 am a 
staff member could leave the venue, but 
was not permitted to re-enter as the staff 
security entrance was closed. The superin-
tendent and assistant for their particular 
course had the responsibility of monitor-
ing their course greens while the Event 
was held. All greens had been roped off, 
but with 18,000 people attending, I was a 
bit apprehensive about people being curi-
ous and wandering onto the putting sur-
faces. With very little green space avail-
able to the public in Hong Kong, we had 
concerns that many of the attendees 
would treat the Event as a day in a public 
park Each of the Equestrian team mem-
bers had specific duties related to main-
taining the track and jumps in the best 
possible condition during the event. 
Jumps that were prone to divoting by the 
horses had a team of two individuals sta-
tioned at the jump site. After a horse and 
rider went thru, the team quickly went 
out to retrieve the divots and quickly pack 
them back in place with hand tampers. 
With the competitors going off at three 
minute intervals, quickness was a necessi-
ty 

The first of the spectators arrived and 

By RANDY WITT, CGCS 
Courses Manager; Hong Kong Golf Club 

entered the security area beginning at 6:30 
a.m. Due to limited highway access, a 
shuttle service had been set up from a 
train stop located at the Shatin Jockey 
Club site. This shuttle service transported 
90 per cent of the spectators that attended 
the event. The Jockey Club Shatin site 
also served as the venue for the other 
Equestrian events that were held during 

the week with Dressage and Show 
Jumping events being staged at the Shatin 
site. The shuttle service was set up such 
that spectators were bused to and 
dropped off at the car park of the golf 
club. A temporary walkway or hexi deck 
had been installed to create a hard sur-
faced walkway from the parking lot, tra-
versing across three golf course fairways 
and eventually ending at one of the golf 
course nursery site. The nursery had been 
transformed into a security entrance simi-
lar to the security that is in use at most 
airports today. Although I was a bit appre-
hensive of the logistics, the security area 
was able to process approximately 18,000 
spectators between 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. 
My visual observations bore out the fact 
that a large number of the attendees were 
non-Asians. It appeared that Equestrian 
events are not of great interest to the 
Asian culture compared to the opean 
interest. The Asians derive more pleasure 
from betting on the horse compared to 
equestrian events. The major form of gam-
bling in Hong Kong is betting on horses. 
During the racing season the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club holds races on Wednesday 
nights and weekend afternoons. 

An important attraction of the Cross 
Country event was the opportunity for the 
Asian people to get onto and enjoy the 

open spaces afforded by the golf courses. 
Hong Kong has a limited amount of open 
green spaces such as parks, and very few 
homes have green spaces. The Hong Kong 
Golf Club is located in the most rural area 
of Hong Kong called the New Territories. 
Traveling south from the New Territories 
towards Hong Kong the amount of open 
land and greenery diminishes, quickly 

giving way to commercial develop-
ments and high-rise apartment build-
ings and Chinese flats or small homes. 
Any type of open land is at a premi-
um no matter how small. For many 
people, this afforded them a chance to 
spend some time walking on grass 
and getting close to nature. 

The Equestrian Event itself is one 
of the 28 sports in the Olympic Games 

and is made up of three disciplines: 
Dressage, Jumping and Cross Country. 
There are both individual and team com-
petitions in all disciplines, thus a total of 
six gold medals are awarded. The Cross-
country Track covered 5.7 kilometers with 
a total of 29 jumps. The track was some-
what shorter than in previous Olympics 
due to weather concerns. The heat and 
humidity of a typical Hong Kong summer 
day was of concern to all involved with 
the Equestrian events, thus the track was 
designed to be shorter than in other 
Games. The weather really was not an 
issue as the day was cloudy with a light 
rain, so heat and humidity never became a 
problem. 

I was able to basically spend the day 
moving around the venue taking photos 
and watching the competition at various 
jump sites. The water jumps provided the 
most interest as these jumps provided the 
most difficulty for both horse and rider. 
Seventy competitors were sent off at 3-
minute intervals during the competition. 
The first rider to have a problem and fall 
from her mount was an American girl at 
the Birdcages jumps. The Birdcages did 
not appear to be a difficult jump site, but 

(Continued on Page 29) 

"An important attraction of the 
Cross Country event was the 

opportunity for the Asian people to 
get onto and enjoy the open spaces 

afforded by the golf courses/' 



Turfwerks Presents the Revolutionary PlanetAir 

Now there's a better way to 
keep your turf and your rev-
enue in great shape. The 
PlanetAir aerator actually 
improves turf health for long-
term rewards. Our patented 
earth-shattering technology 
allows you to aerate in one 
pass and play immediately. 

Aerate. Mow. Play. 

PlanetAir's Innovative Coring 
Knife Technology 
Our patented coring technology leaves 
behind tufts of grass and soil f ragments -
ready to immediately sweep, drag or 
simply mow. It reduces cleanup. I n c r e a s e R e v e n u e , 

L o w e r E x p e n s e s 

• No down t ime, course remains 
open during aerat ion 

• Quicker recovery f rom heavy 
rainfall 

• Up to 66% reduction in use of 
fungicides and infiltrants 

• Promotes deep and infrequent 
water ing practices. 

Every use creates new 
root growth 
Sealed off greens create a 
number of problems including: 
fungus growth, algae growth, 
isolated dry spots, over 
heated surfaces (due to 
ponded water), and oxygen 
depleted root zones that 
cause summer root decline. 

PlanetAir al lows you to control 
these problems on your 
schedule and to actually 
increase root mass during 
summer stress periods with-
out upsett ing your customers 
or members. 

PlanetAir moves every particle in your root zone 

Our patented coring t ine Maximizes water 
technology - combined infiltration rates by 
with our planetary motion al lowing water to 
- cuts clean cores at the penetrate the soil profile 
surface and shatters the at a faster rate, 
soil below. This promotes 
better soil structure with 
less c leanup. 

Our shatter knife 
technology - com-
bined with our 
patented planetary 
motion - creates pore 
space throughout your 
root zone, el iminating 
compact ion. 

Creates excellent air PlanetAir 's "high 
exchange for healthier density" hole pattern -
turf. Creates a looser combined with our 
soid structure that patented planetary 
enhances plant recovery motion - al lows you to 
and st imulates turf achieve the most 
growth. intense aerat ion in the 

p industry. 

For more information or to demo a PlanetAir, call your Turfwerks representative, or dial 1-800-592-9513 



Equestrian-
(Continued from Page 27) 

as the horse landed after clearing the 
jump he stumbled and the rider came 
off leading to a disqualification. 
Unfortunatley, the American team did 
not fare too well in the Cross Country 
event, with the German team finishing 
on top. As the last competitors were 
making their way through the venue, 
the intermittent rain turned into a 
steady rain and finished with a signifi-
cant downpour. This served to clear the 
venue area rather quickly as the specta-
tors headed out looking to catch the 
shuttles to return home. 

After a lot of planning and hard 
work, the event itself went off with a 
minimal amount of problems and the 
day and the Event was deemed a rous-
ing success. Now the real work and 
challenge would begin: returning the 
three golf courses back into playing 
condition as quickly as possible and 
preparing for the 50th Hong Kong 
Open in November, setting the stage for 
another Adventure in Life. 

The Equestrian Cross Country event for this year's Olympic Games was held at China's Hong 
Kong Golf Club. MGCSA member and Hole Notes columnist Randy Witt is the Courses Manager 
at Hong Kong Golf Club. 

îrehbeinV/Ç* 
¡ ¡ ¡ C O M P A N I E S { y / ^ 

8651 Naples Street N.E., Blaine, MN 55449 

office-. 763 .784 .0657 • www.rehbein.com 

PROVIDING UNIQUE PRODUCTS & SERVICES 
EXCAVATING I U N D E R G R O U N D UTILITIES I ENGINEERING I SURVEYING 

ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION ¡ TURF P R O D U C T I O N I GOLF COURSES 

ATHLETIC FIELDS I STORM WATER MANAGEMENT 

GLENN REHBEIN COMPANIES, 

with over 45 years of experience, 

provides building, design and reno-

vation services for Minnesota's elite 

golf courses. We focus on the details 

and pride ourselves on growing only 

top quality sod. Our comprehensive 

lines of Bluegrass, Blue-Fescue, 

Bentgrass and specialized Netlon 

Turf Systems will keep your course 

looking great all season long. 

http://www.rehbein.com


In Bounds: Mysteries 
By JOHN "JACK" MACKENZIE, CGCS 

North Oaks Golf Club 

Jackson Browne's Running On Empty, I liked it in the '70s and 
still do today. 

Have you ever hopped in your vehicle, made a road trip, 
arrived at your destination and realized that you don't remember 
anything that happened along the 
way? Left turns, right turns, stops 
and starts, radio messages and 
songs just seem to have faded into 
your memory bank even though 
you obviously experienced the 
occurrences. Along the way you 
passed cars, gas stations, houses, 
creatures and people without a 
thought. It is almost as if you were 
transported to your destination 
magically. 

You think about your journey 
and its nonexistence. You have 
arrived and I suppose that is all 
that really matters. So what if you were just vegetating snug in 
your vehicle. Maybe your brain was recharging or needed a 
break from everything. Maybe you were just "running on empty." 

The last weeks of August often seem like this to me. I get up 

"For every three individuals I have 
on my crew there will be one "mystery" 

occurrence on a daily basis. With 27 
staff members I will have nine 

unexplained events daily/' 

in the morning, do my thing about the house, hop in the truck, 
mentally plan my day and then I arrive at the shop ready to start 
the work day even though I am subconsciously well into it. At 
times I am cognizant of my surroundings as I drive, but quite 
often I am not and just seem to materialize at the shop. 

After a hard day I am sometimes just whisked back home. 
Who knows what I missed along the way or what missed me! 
Suddenly I am pulling into my driveway again, ready to do some 
projects, maybe a bit of fishing and then go to bed only to recite 
"get up and do it again," another line from the Browne album, as 
my head hits the pillow. 

Is it a reflection of our multi-tasking society to occasionally 
put ourselves on "auto drive" and meander through our lives 
without a thought or care? Perhaps there is too much data float-

ing inside our brains and the grey 
matter just needs a little break to 
simplify things. Relax, think noth-
ing, repose, and just breathe. Is it a 
good thing? Perhaps. 

At times my consciousness has 
become consumed with the little 
things that would just irk me. 
Minor issues like crooked or run 
over directional stakes, partially 
filled divots, half empty cone cup 
containers and improper pin loca-
tion markers on the fairways, a 
dirty spoon left in the sink or items 

not put on the grocery list. Trivial stuff yes, but when accumulat-
ed, these "mysteries" can add up to a bit of brain consternation. 

To remedy this frustrating and often stagnating situation I 
developed a mental program to address the little "mysteries" in 
life. I call it the "division of threes." 

For every three individuals I have on my crew there will be 
one "mystery" occurrence on a daily basis. With 27 staff members 
I will have nine unexplained events daily. Why was a beer can 
left in the parking lot after the service crew had been through? 
That is a mystery. How come nobody straightened the downed 
red hazard stake while line trimming ponds as a team? That's a 
mystery. Who left the hose running on the wash pad? That too is 
just another mystery. 

Continuing the theme I can apply "mystery events" to all 
facets of my life in an effort to let go of all that I cannot control 
and thus laugh at circumstances rather than bemoan them. The 
numerous club staff that I know of are given 15 daily mysteries. 
There are six of us in my close family including my wife and four 
kids thus two mysteries are allotted each day for the MacKenzie/ 
Sonday household. Personally there are three of me, Me, myself 
and I. Because I am not perfect I too am guilty of a mystery each 
day. A touch of complacency? No, more likely a skip in my lawn 
mowing technique or the milk left out inadvertently. 

On a broader scale the "division of threes" also applies. 
When driving on the freeway in a group of three cars one is sure 
to do something that cannot be explained. In the line at a bank 
with several people at least one "mystery" will occur to slow 
down the process. At a ball game, on the beach, in the theater or 
even the library incidents are always occurring. By dividing the 
number of individuals by three I am able to justify mysteries that 
would otherwise stain the moment. 

In an attempt to simplify my life and eliminate the compila-
tion of "little things" the division theory applies itself quite hand-
ily. Perhaps it won't bring consciousness to a benign trip to or 
from work, but the journey may be just a bit less constrained and 
even momentarily memorable. 

Meanwhile if I feel my mind going off into oblivion I will just 
slip a little Jackson Browne into the player and "stay just a little 
bit longer." 

Tel 6 5 1 - 6 3 6 - 4 6 0 0 

To l l -F ree 1 - 8 0 0 - 8 8 0 - 4 7 0 0 

w w w . b o n e s t r o o . c o m 

I m p r o v i n g Places 

Imp rov ing Lives 

http://www.bonestroo.com

