
At the 19th hole, what do your golfers say about the previous 18? 
Now available EXCLUSIVLYfrom Precision Turf - a fertility program with PQLYQN® 
controlled-release fertilizer that assures thicker, greener, healthier turf — consistently 
and predictably — so you can have tournament conditions every day. Ask your Precision 
Turf rep to run a FREE POLYGRAPH® computer customized fertil ity program for your 
course. For more informaiton contact your rep or contact the office directly. 

7728 Commerce Circle 
Greenfield, MN 55373 

Phone: (763) 477-5885 
Fax: (763) 477-6511 
Toll Free: (800) 925-TURF 
Email: Email@PrecisionTur www.PrecisionTurf.com 
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How Does Your Turfgrass Rate With The Toughest Critics? 

http://www.PrecisionTurf.com
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About the Cover 
The dawn of a new day on the first hole at Big Fish Golf Club 
in Hayward, Wis. Superintendent Tod Biankenship will host 
the 2nd Annual Tri-State Turf grass Nutrient Discussion and 

Golf Invitational on July 14. All MGCSA members are invited. 

(See article on Page 9 of this issue.) 

Upcoming MGCSA Schedule 
Monday, July 14 
Tri-State Outing 

Big Fish Golf Club, Hayward,, WI 
Host Superintendent: Tod Biankenship 

Monday, August 4 
MGCSA Harold Stodola Research Scramble 

Wayzata Country Club, Wayzata 
Host Superintendent: Bob Distel 

Monday, September 8 
MGCSA Championship 

The Minikahda Club, Minneapolis 
Host Superintendent: Jeff Johnson 

Thursday, September 11 
University of Minnesota Field Day 

The TROE Center 
U ofM Host: Dr. Brian Horgan 

THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST 
USED EQUIPMENT DEALER 

SPRAYERS and 
VEHICLES! 

REEL MOWERS! 

AND MORE! 

Stop in today for all your golf and turf equipment 
needs. Or view our entire inventory online at 

www.mtidistr ibut ing.com 

, 4830 Azelia Avenue N. #100 
f r i l l Brooklyn Center, MN 55429 
- I - - I - 763 -592 -5610 /800 -362 -3665 

ROTARY 
MOWERS! 

http://www.mtidistributing.com


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Heisenberg Principle 

By Richard A. (Rick) Traver, CGCS 

As I was watching the news medias coverage of the returns of a recent 
primary, one of the commentators, Pat Buchanan, brought up the 
Heisenberg Principle. In his definition of this principle, just the act of 
watching a scientific experiment can alter the outcome. This came up as a 
discussion on how much the media actually affect the outcome of elections. 
I looked this principle up in the ole Wickepedia Dictionary and found that 
it has quite a bit to do with quantum mechanics and I will just have to trust 
Mr. Buchanan's interpretation. Regardless of whether it is the Heisenberg 
Principle, the concept still has some intriguing discussion questions, ques-
tions that I can't answer, but nonetheless may be good conversation items. 

How much do we do because the membership, a board member or green 
committee member are watching, and what effect does their watching us 

have on how efficiently we do our jobs? Do we make 
decisions differently because we know that it will be 

easier to handle fixing the turf than hassling with a 
board member or the general manager later? 

I know outside observations affect golfers. I was 
out with my green committee the other day and as 
we pulled up to a green the quality of golf in the 
foursome deteriorated dramatically. The same thing 
happens with the maintenance crew, they can be sit-

ting quiet as a church mouse, but knowing someone 
is watching affects the way some golfers will hit the 

ball. I realize the golfer has to hit the shot, but I always 
feel guilty when they hit a bad one, especially when they 

give you "the stare." 
Hopefully "the stare" doesn't come from your GM or a committee mem-

ber, and I know you all go about your business with as much confidence 
and professionalism as is possible. I also know that you all make your 
decisions based on the quality of the turf and not on what an undereducat-
ed green committee member may want. I do have to admit to making an 
occasional adjustment to my program to accommodate the priorities of a 
board member or committee member. I try not to sweat the small stuff and 
save my battles for the bigger items, but I have to admit to giving in occa-
sionally, as we only aerate greens once per year now. 

I don't want to give the impression that your members, Green 
Committees or GM's don't have valuable input and that input should be 
used in making your decisions. We all need to meet or exceed the needs of 
our patrons to stay in business, so some adjustments need to be made so 
golfers continue to visit or join your facility. Just don't let those adjust-
ments happen because they are watching. Make sure the conversation takes 
place. 

I wrote last month that you should pat yourselves on the back, primarily 
because we produce a great product with a short season. Do it again, 
because we still produce a great product, even with all the outside influ-
ences from observers. 

Have a great month and we'll see you at Somerset Country Club for the 
Scholarship Scramble on June 23. 

- Rick 

HOLE NOTES ( I S S N 1 0 8 - 2 7 9 9 4 ) i s p u b l i s h e d m o n t h l y e x c e p t b i - m o n t h l y N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r , 
J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y f o r $ 2 a n i s s u e o r $ 2 0 p e r y e a r b y t h e M i n n e s o t a G o l f C o u r s e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n , 
2 1 7 M i n n e t o n k a A v e n u e S o u t h , S t e . D , W a y z a t a , M N 5 5 3 9 1 . S c o t t T u r t i n e n , p u b l i s h e r . P e r i o d i c a l s p o s t a g e 
p a i d a t W a y z a t a , M N . P O S T M A S T E R : S e n d a d d r e s s c h a n g e s t o H O L E N O T E S , P . O . B O X 6 1 7 , W A Y Z A T A , 
M N 5 5 3 9 1 . 

HOLE NOTES 
Official Publication 

of the MGCSA 

Editor 
Jack MacKenzie, CGCS 

jmackenzie426@msn.com 

2008 Board of Directors 

OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT 

Richard Traver, Jr., CGCS 
Monticello Country Club 
Monticello 
763/295-3323 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Paul Diegnau, CGCS 
Keller GC 
Maplewood 
651/766-4174 

SECRETARY 

Matt McKinnon 
Legacy Courses at Cragun's 
Brainerd 
218/825-2751 

TREASURER 

E. Paul Eckholm, CGCS 
Heritage Links GC 
Lakeville 
952/440-6494 

EX-OFFICIO 

James Bade 
Somerset Country Club 
Mendota Heights 
651/457-1161 

DIRECTORS 
Brian Brown 
Chisago Lakes GC 
Lindstrom 
651/257-8734 

Jeff Hartman 
lartman Companies, Inc. 

Victoria 
952/443-2958 
Scottie Hines 
Windsong Farm GC 
Independence 
763/479-6524 

Mike Knodel 
Oakdale Golf Club 
Buffalo Lake 
320-587-0525 
Tack MacKenzie, CGCS 
North Oaks GC 
St. Paul 
651/484-1024 
Thomas Meier 
Le Sueur CC 
Le Sueur 
507/665-3665 
David Oberle 
Excel Turf & Ornamental 
Eagan 
65T/681-8050 
Tom Proshek 
Brackett's Crossing CC 
Lakeville 
952/435-2543 
Jeff Vinkemeier 
Glencoe CC 
Glencoe 
320/864-6872 

BUSINESS OFFICE 
AND HOLE NOTES OFFICE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Scott Turtinen 
P. O. Box 617 
Wayzata, MN 55391 
952/473-2582 Fax: 952/473-2586 
Toll Free: 1-800-642-7227 
scott@mgcsa.org 

www.mgcsa.org 

mailto:jmackenzie426@msn.com
mailto:scott@mgcsa.org
http://www.mgcsa.org


A better approach to fairway mowing is at Greenlmage, your John Deere dealer. The 7500 PrecisionCut Fairway 

Mower from John Deere mows great on the front and back nines, so your course gets a beautiful cut as it keeps 

the green year in and year out. And it's all backed by excellent service at Greenlmage that's par for the course. 

J O H N D E E R E 
Ask about Uptime Service Inspections 

Cal l to s c h e d u l e y o u r s e r v i c e t o d a y ! 

7500 PrecisionCut Fairway Mower 

• 37HP Yanmar turbocharged diesel engine 

• GRIP All-Wheel Drive Traction System 
• Double acting, single-rod hydraulic 

steering cylinder 

• Heavy-section 7-blade standard cutting units 

• 18-gallon fuel tank 

Greenlmage, LLC 
12040 Point Douglas Dr S . | Hastings, MN 

651-437-7747 
www.greenimagellc.com 

John Deere's green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer image and JOHN DEERE are all trademarks of Deere & Company. 
P0L7X100601H0L-4C 

"Where Customers 
Become Our Friends" 

The Master of the Fairway. 

http://www.greenimagellc.com


MGCSA Members Enjoyed Magnificent 
Views and Golf at Coffee Mill G&CC 

Closest-to-Pin winners went to Mike Redmond, Erik Pille, 
Manley Vinkemeier and Andy Keyes, The Meadows at Mystic 
Lake. Eric Rasmussen, Soutbrook GC hit the longest drive of the 
day. Cary Femrite sunk the longest putt and donated his prize to 
David Devetter and Nathan Maas both of The Meadows at 
Mystic Lake. 

Mark Stennes, S & S Tree Specialists, was the guest speaker 
before the golf round and spoke on Emerald Ash Borer and man-
aging our trees for long-term success. 

Sean Pederson, Duininck Bros Golf, manned the tee box for 
DBFs Longest Drive event and gave each field event winner a 
nice golf shirt. All participants received a ball mark repair tool. 

A special thanks goes out to all of our generous Affiliate 
Member Sponsors of our 2008 events: 

Agrotain International 
BASF Corporation 
Dow Agrosciences 
Duininck Bros. Inc. Golf 
Hartman Companies 
HYDROLogic 
MTI Distributing Co. 
Plaisted Companies 
ProSource One 
Syngenta Professional Products 
The Tessman Company 
Tiziani Golf Car 
Versatile Vehicles; Inc. 
Yamaha Golf & Utility 

Forty-four MGCSA members 
enjoyed a great day at Coffee 
Mill Golf & Country Club in 

Wabasha on Monday, May 12. 
Host Superintendent Jeff Nelson 

presented Coffee Mill in beautiful 
shape. A blue sky day made for mag-
nificent views of the Mississippi River 
Bluffs. 

Winners of the event at 16-under 
par was the foursome of Nick 
Dickerson, Owatonna CC, along with 
Andy Olson, Brian Jordan and Mike 
Matzek of Somerby GC. Two strokes 
back were Glencoe CC's John Bahr, Jeff 
Vinkemeier, Marv Huwe and Manley 
Vinkemeier. Finishing in third place, 
shooting a 12-under par round, were 
Mike Redmond, MTI Distributing, Erik 
Pille and Andrew Carlson, TPC Twin 
Cities and Brian Peterson, Southbrook 
GC. 

SPRING MIXER WINNERS, from left to right, are: Somerby's Mike Matzek, Andy Olson, Brian 
Jordan along with Nick Dickerson, Owatonna Country Club. The foursome scrambled their way to 

a 16-under-par victory at the MGCSA Spring Mixer at Coffee Mill Golf & 

Architects 
of the Game 

Full Service Golf Course Design 

Tel 651 6 3 6 4 6 0 0 B O I i e S t r O O 

Toil-Free 1 - 8 0 0 - 8 8 0 - 4 7 0 0 i m p [ o v i n g P | a c e s 

w w w . b o n e s t r o o . c o m Improving Lives 

http://www.bonestroo.com


Coffee Mill G&CC Host Superintendent Jeff Nelson presented the 
golf course in great shape for the MGCSA Assistants Spring Mixer. 

Great to be golfing again: Chris Carpenter and Matt Mears, 
Greenlmage, Doug Mahal, CGCS, The Jewel, and Arik Hemquist, 
Brackett's Crossing. They shot 4-under at Coffee Mill G&CC. 

Triton™ is here, 

other hand is lei 

Chtpco® Triton"" is anew broad-spectrum fungicide that is descending 
on turf diseases everywhere. Now yauii be able to get rid of 
anthracnose, brown patch end dollar spot while keeping your turf 
healthy and green. Even better, when you combine Triton with other 
Bayer products containing StreesGard,"* like Chipco® Signature, you 
get unbeatable protection against the stress your golf course faces, 
even in the summer heat. 

fRTTON 
As always, you're Backed by Bayer. And that means our team of 
professionals is your team of professionals. All of our research and 
support is to ensure you have the most effective products available. 
Superior products and superior support - only from Bayer. 

c-rnvw tosatpfKiiKti £$wEiMn»nenW adenae,*basnet* diMon of layerCwpStSnt*IP a T.W newnsir Difci, fiwsean 1-act'-S31-3367 Titai MI tnSsnut t> B%ir Cttpss ti a npHsiM tntfmul ate tsgHsumi in if tints. ;*eai ardfrttow ncel IkcIwi carrMV ffiSME â er Cttfri&cngc LP 



Results You Can Expect To See 

Makes nutrients and minerals more soluble 
and more plant available. 

Opens soil pores and improves flocculation. 

Lowers bicarbonate levels. 

Reduces sodium levels by quickly releasing 
insoluble calcium into the soil solution. 

Completely safe to handle and easy to use; 
replaces Sulfuric and Urea Sulfuric acids. 

Integrates easily into monthly turf programs. 

Eximo™ helps repair soils affected by 
the harmful accumulation of minerals 
and sodium. It reduces bicarbonate 
levels and solubilizes normally insoluble 
mineral deposits, allowing water and 
nutrients to move freely through the 
soil so that it is readily available to plant 
roots. By reopening soil pore spaces, 
Eximo allows turf to be more responsive 
to your agronomic practices. 

Eximo is powered by Syntech™ 
technology, the world's only patented 
synthetic acid which is non-corrosive, 
non-fuming, safe to plants and grass, and 
100% biodegradable. 

0 IQUATROLS* 1273 Imperial Way • Paulsboro, NJ 08066 • (800)257-7797 • www.aquatrols.com 

Available at: 
Tessman — St. Paul 
1300 Sylvan Street 
St. Paul, MN 55117 
(651) 487-3850 

Available at: 
Tessman — Fargo 
2001 Great Northern Dr. 
Fargo, ND 58102 
(701) 232-7238 

eximo 
Break free from bound up 
nutrients and impacted soils for 
healthier, more responsive turf. 

http://www.aquatrols.com


Tri-State Twfgrass Nutrient Discussion and Golf Invitational 
Set July 14 at Big Fish Golf Club in Hayward, Wisconsin 

Education 

The presenters will include Dr. John 

By Tod Biankenship> CGCS 
Big Fish Golf Club 

Stier from UW-Madison, Dr. Brian Horgan 
from the U of M, and Bob Vavrek, USGA 
Agronomist. Each presenter will discuss 
their thoughts and findings regarding cur-
rent trends in nutrient use throughout the 
region. 

Included in the presentations will be 
information on the culmination of recent 
nutrient-related legislation throughout 
Minnesota and Wisconsin along with cur-
rent trends in nutrient use throughout the 
industry. 

Schamble Golf 

Golf begins at 1:00 p.m. with a shotgun 
start. The golf format will be a Schamble. 
The format will consist of teams of 4 (or 5) 
players and each team will have at least 
one member from each respective organi-
zation. A schamble is when each member 
of the team hits a drive; the most ideal 
drive is then chosen and each individual 

Registration 

A registration form can be found at 
www.mgcsa.org or by contacting Tod 
Biankenship at Big Fish Golf Club. Big 
Fish Golf Club is located at 14122W True 
North Lane, Hayward, WI 54843. 

Registration must be received by July 7. 

LEITNER COMPANY 
Specializing in Soils for Golf Course Maintenance & Construction 

Soil mixing and processing specialists. 
Supplying the Golf Course Industry with soil and sand products for over 60 years. 

Material to specification for topdressing and construction. 
Quality - Reliability - Experience 

MIKE LEITNER 

LEITNER COMPANY 
945 Randolph Avenue ~ St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 

(651) 291-2655 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION THROUGH THE MGCSA 

The 2nd Annual Tri-State Turfgrass 
Nutrient Discussion and Golf Invitational 
is set for July 14 at Big Fish Golf Club in 
Hayward, Wis. 

This seminar has 
been approved for 

.20 GCSAA 
Education Points. 

The $50 regis-
tration fee 
includes golf, box 

lunch and prize 
money. Any remain-

ing funds will be allo-
cated to the associations 

based on attendance of 
respective members. 

The seminar begins at 10:00 a.m. 

team member finishes the hole from that 
location and the 2-3 best scores will then 
be taken. The teams will be handicapped 

and three sets of 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ tees will be 

used. 

http://www.mgcsa.org


Always read and follow label directions. 
Better Turf. Trinity and We Don't Make The Turf. We Make It Better, are trademarks of BASF. 
©2007 BASF Corporation. Ait rights reserved. APN 07-14-002-0024 

Rescue your course from the effects of 
summer stress. Use Trinity and get 

Finally, an SI you can use in the summer! Trinity™ fungicide delivers superior 
control of tough diseases like anthracnose, brown patch, take-all patch, 

, summer patch and dollar spot — all without 
unwanted PGR effects. Trinity even suppresses 
algae, giving you improved turf quality for a 
healthier course. Save your turf this summer. 

Use Trinity. 

Find out more: betterturf.com 
Find a turf care supplier: 
800-545-9525 

We Don't Make The Turf. 
We Make It Better.™ 

-BASF 
The Chemical Company 


