Come one, come all, come join me for a
presentation on making your home lawn
looks its best. This is my idea to help our
membership at Dellwood Hills manage
their lawns and my opportunity to meet
more members at our club. It is my goal
to connect and meet members who I may
not be subjected to all the time while pro-
viding a subject matter they will find
interesting. The big question for them will
be, how do I get my yard to look like the
golf course?

One evening this spring, I will
host a presentation for members
on how to manage their lawns
and answer the most common
questions. For example, how do |
get rid of weeds in my yard, how
and when do [ treat for certain
weeds, when and what kind of
fertilizer to use and what is the
best way to grow grass in bare
spots? Also, winter kill and aeri-
fication are good subjects to touch
on. By hosting this informational
meeting, | will be able to answer
these questions all at once and
not out on the course.

After a warm welcome, I will start out
my presentation with tons of pictures of
home lawns, good and bad. You know
the saying a picture is worth a thousand
words? I believe this audience is going to
take home more from the pictures than
any data I will present. A picture will
keep their attention far longer than my
talking about growing grass.

After my introduction and brief
overview of the subject being covered, I
will start with what is on everyone's
mind, weeds and how to control them. I
don't want to over stimulate them with all
the weeds out there, so I will concentrate
on the 10 most common weeds a home-
owner faces each summer. Let them know
having weeds is normal; however, control-
ling them is easy. Broadleaf weeds are
commonly found everywhere and for the
best control, spray a post-emergent herbi-
cide. Whoa, slow down, those are big
words. Remember who your audience is,

Class is in Session

By NATE USELDING
Assistant Superintendent
Dellwood Hills Country Club

they are not fellow superintendents, these
are ordinary folks who have no clue what
you are talking about. Cover your bases,
explain anything that may be in question.
The other big weed infestation problem
is from crabgrass. It is a pain in the rear
to eliminate because of the large seed
bank in the soil. The numbers are gigantic
and they will always be in the soil. The
seed is only waiting for the right condi-
tions for it to flourish and that goes for all
weeds. Use a specific crabgrass herbicide

“One evening this spring, I will host a
presentation for members on how to

manage their lawns and answer

most common questions. For example,
how do I get rid of weeds in my yard,
how and when do I treat for certain
weeds, when and what kind of fertilizer
to use and what is the best way to

grow grass in bare spots?”

to eradicate it and it may take multiple
applications.

To limit the amount of weeds, having a
healthy stand of turf is your best bet. To
achieve this we need to feed the grass
with a fertilizer. Feeding them will
encourage them to grow and fill in thin
areas where weeds like to grow. You
essentially want your grass to out-com-
pete the weeds in those areas. So, what
kind of fertilizer do you use? There are
thousands of combinations to choose
from; any one will be great to use, it all
depends on how much you want to mow
after applying. Home Depot now sells
Lesco brand fertilizer and I bet you, if you
tell your members you use it on the
course, they will go home and buy it
themselves. They are looking for advice
from a professional and they can see the
product work at the golf course. One
thing to mention is the combination of
using a fertilizer plus herbicide. It comes

down to personal preference and there are
pros and cons to using them.

When applying your fertilizer there are
two types of methods, a drop and rotary
spreader. They both are very tricky to use
and with some practice your lawn will be
spot-free. Show them pictures of home-
owners who have used a drop spreader;
they are usually pretty easy to pick out in
the spring with their dark lush lines.
Sometimes, going down at half rates will
make your lawn less noticeable if a prob-
lem does happen.

The next topic is my favorite,
winterkill. Other than weed pre-
vention, this is the top question
asked about. Not only does
Mother Nature help with this
matter but Man's best friend can
do a number on anyone's lawn.
Homeowners will spend top dol-
lar fixing their yards every year,
why not help them out for a frac-
tion of the cost? Tell them with a
tiny bit of effort, you can save a
lot of money. Rake it up, loosen
the soil, put seed down, cover it
and keep it moist. It is that sim-
ple. The best product I have used is an
all-in-one seed, fertilizer and mulch kit
found at all home improvement stores.
Remember, you want to keep it simple,
they are not going to baby it like we will
so don't make it complicated.

Each member who comes to the pres-
entation will go home with a handout of
common weed identification tips. The
first part of May is a great time to host this
talk because soil temperatures are rising
and homeowners are thinking about their
yards. The take-home message for your
members is how to manage their own
lawn. For you, it is putting together a
presentation, help you with your public
speaking and getting your name out there
with the members. The good news is,

| with a topic like this, it won't be hard to

talk about it once you get started because
you know so much about it.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW

Former MGCSA Scholar Winner Jonathan Glader
Receives Police “Rookie of the Year” from MADD

I would like to thank the Minnesota Golf
Course Superintendents” Association for the
scholarships that I received while attending col-
lege at the Alexandria Technical College.

These scholarships helped to allow me the time
I needed to graduate with honors from
Alexandria Technical College in May of 2004, with
my Associates degree in Law Enforcement.

I was hired as a police officer with the City of
Forest Lake on February 28, 2005 and just recently
came off my one year probation period and am a
full-time member of the police department.

The MGCSA has been a part of my father's
(Kerry Glader) career for 30 years and I am grate-
ful for this profession, his dedication to this
organization and for your support.

On March 8, I received a "Rookie of the Year"
Award from the Mothers Against Drunk Driving
organization.

Thank you to all the members of the MGCSA!
Keep an eye out for me when you drive through
Forest Lake. - Sincerely, ]0;1atlmn S. Glader

TEESHOT

MARKETING, INC.

1-800-950-4288 « 1-952-881-2256
www.teeshot.org ¢ info@teeshot.org
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Jonathan Glader received a “Rookie of the Year” Award from the Mothers Against
Drunk Driving organization on March 8, 2006. Jonathan is the son of MGCSA member
Kerry Glader of Plaisted Companies.

WASTE PESTICIDE COLLECTION

Monday, June 12, 2006
9am.-12 p.m.
1400 West 96th Street
Bloomington, Minnesota

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
Program eligibility:

Business address or residency in:
Anoka, Carver, Hennepin, Ramsey or Scott Counties

The collection siis open to farmers, commercial applicators,
non-commercial applicators and pest control applicators.

300-pound limit per participant
Pre-registration forms are available by calling 612-348-3777
or visiting www.hennepin.us keyword:

Waste Pesticide Collection

Accepted wastes: Pesticides Only

Non-accepted wastes: Surfactants, crop oils, adjuvants, tank
cleaners, dye markers and empty pesticide containers

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
HENNEPIN COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

612-348-3777
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COUNT ON
DIMENSION
TO CONTROL
NEWLY EMERGED
CRABGRASS.

Early Postemergence Crabgrass Control
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== \VP — Wettable Powder == EC — Emulsifiable Concentrate — FG — Fertilizer Granule

Virginia Tech; Application June 13, 2001; 78 DAA

%NDOW AgroSciences

Dimension

Specialty Herbicide
WORKS ALL SEASON | CONTROLS NEWLY EMERGED CRABGRASS | NEVER STAINS
Visit www.DimensionHerbicide.com for more university trials.

Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC State restrictions on the sale and use of Dimension apply. Consult the label before purchase or use for full details. Always read and follow label directions
T14-813-001 (8/05) BR 010-60366 510-M2-402-05
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At the 19th hole, what do your golfers say about the previous 18?

Now available EXCLUSIVLY from Precision Turf — a fertility program with POLYON®
controlled-release fertilizer that assures thicker, greener, healthier turf — consistently
and predictably — so you can have tournament conditions every day. Ask your Precision
Turf rep to run a FREE POLYGRAPH® computer customized fertility program for your

course. For more informaiton contact your rep or contact the office directly. s Sern
ﬁ
¥ I_’q_lrslum
7728 Commerce Circle Phone: (763) 477-5885 ; SEHEMNTA
Greenfield, MN 55373 Fax: (763) 477-6511 PE==
Toll Free: (800) 925-TURF
www.PrecisionTurf.com Email: Email@PrecisionTurf.com

N
gp ' ©2004 Pursell Technologies Inc. POLYON® and the green color of the POLYON granule are registered trademarks
b A of RLC Technologies. The globe design and PTI are registered trademarks of Pursell Technologies Inc . - &

PURSELL TECHNOLOGIES INE.
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Nature-Friendly Golf

By KAREN I. SHRAGG Ed.d.
City of Richfield

People who love to golf also love nature. People who maintain
golf courses love nature too. The traditional reputation of golf
courses, however, is less than nature friendly. Golf courses are
frequently shunned by those whose job it is to defend nature as
places which demand too many natural resources in order to
play a game.

I must admit to being one of those who long refused to pick
up a golf club because I thought I was hurting the very nature I
fought so hard to protect. My parents, aunts and uncles all loved
the game that I dismissed because of my opinion that nature and
golf were strange bedfellows.

That has all changed. It has changed because of the very fact
that we now live in a time when golf courses are often the most
undeveloped areas in a community. In a time of exponential
human population growth, they are being threatened with being
turned into housing developments.

I have come to realize that a fairway is much better than a
driveway as far as the environment is concerned. A fairway
maintained in the most sustainable way is even better. Enter the
Audubon International Cooperative Sanctuary Program (ACSP)
for Golf Courses. The ACSP outlines ways in which courses can
enroll in a program which will support them in their quest to
become more nature friendly.

It's an idea whose time has come. With over 2/ million acres
dedicated to golf courses throughout the United States, there is a
wonderful opportunity to save and protect waterways, make
courses more wildlife friendly and improve the aesthetics for
golfers all at the same time. Golf courses can become a more rec-
ognized part of the green corridors so desperately needed for
migrating birds.

The ACSP program asks its managers to look at their entire
course and come up with an environmental plan. It also asks for
a special project to be done which can be anything from
installing a butterfly garden to creating wildflower- laden
prairies in out-of-play areas. Water quality monitoring, chemical
control and wildlife monitoring are required.

To busy golf course managers this can seem like another
daunting task on top of work weeks already bursting at the
seams. | would argue that the best of courses are already doing
most of what is on the list of things to do. I would also say that it
is a tremendous opportunity to seek out your local naturalist to
help you in your application process. That's what they did at the
Braemar golf course in Edina and I am ever so grateful. My
involvement in helping them to achieve their certification has
opened my eyes to the great natural experiences that await on a
golf course.

Since then I have been assisting over seven different courses
with their certification and would love to add more to my list. It
is great fun to make new friends with course managers and talk
about the environment. As a nature center manager I find that we
have so much in common. Whether it’s buckthorn control, or
prairie burning, water quality measuring or getting people to fol-
low the messages on your signs, there is a lot to discuss.

Look out world, I have taken up the sport too. Though I will
always be more excited to see a rare bird than to get an even

rarer birdie, it's given me new eyes and credibility as far as being
able to give advice to golf course managers.

As an official steward for Audubon International, I would
like to personally invite all golf courses, public and private, in
Minnesota to get involved in this program. It will do the right
thing, make new audiences and add new reasons to keep your
course open in light of the pressure to have your land converted
into yet another housing development. Your site will no longer
be just a golf course, you will be a wildlife sanctuary acting to
protect an open space for the benefit of all. Imagine bird hikes
added to the list of what people can do on your courses!

Once certified, there are more opportunities to make even
more positive changes to keep up the certification. I would per-
sonally love to see Audubon International courses look at their
whole operations from an environmental perspective, from the
greener paper products they could buy to the locally grown
organic food they could offer.

To find out more about how to enroll in the program go to
www.auduboninternational.com and hit programs. You can also
contact me at kshragg@cityofrichfield.org. Happy golfing and
happy birding and may they be all done at the same place, your
golf course.

“E“EHB Everything for
' your Golf Course

but the Grass

"Built on Service"

The Midwest’s largest selection of landscape hardgoods.
Four metro yards for easy pick up and fast delivery.

Erosion control Turfstone allows grass to grow
while reinforcing soft ground areas that are
subject to traffic.

S »,-/p = AT
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» o~ O

AR M AN A

POND FILTRATION « AERATION SYSTEMS « FOUNTAINS
Pond bottom aeration and surface & !'
aeration options enhance the visual
beauty of your ponds and solve water
quality issues.

Farmington « 4375 170% Street West « 651-423-5048
Ham Lake « 14630 Highway 65 «763-413-8330
Stillwater « 8400 60t Street North « 651-748-3158

Plymouth « 1205 Nathan Lane North « 763-545-4400
www.hedberglandscape.com
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Introducing the revolutionary Toro® Sand Pro.
With its patent-pending Quick Attach System (QAS),
operators can switch out most of the 17 front, rear and
mid-mount attachments in seconds. Realize the true
potential of your equipment with the right tool for the
job. The new Sand Pro with QAS, this changes

everything. C nt on it.

www.Toro.com/SandPro



http://www.Toro.com/SandPro

NEW TORO® REELMASTER®
5010 SERIES

HUNDREDS OF IMPROVEMENTS,
ONE GREAT RESULT!

OVERALL PRODUCT IMPROVEMENTS

Reduced overall weight to minimize turf compaction and maximize turf health.
CrossTrax™, a four wheel version of our patented Series/Parallel drive system.
More powerful models with Kubota 35.5 and 44.2 horsepower diesel engines.
All routine service can be conducted from the left hand side of the unit.

4 MT]I Distributing, Inc.

“F 4830 Azelia Avenue N., Suite 100

Brooklyn Center, MN 55429
800-362-3665
763-592-5600

DISTRIBUTING

AMAAAAAAAAARAARAAAAKAAAKARAAALL Countonit.
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Education is expensive. Just ask anyone
with children attending college. But it
doesn't always have to be. Look no further
than the industry you belong to. Sure you
can jet away to warm (usually), sunny
(usually) locations every February and
attend the always impressive Golf
Industry Show. Sure, the educational
opportunities are almost endless but the
financial commitment can be a bit steep,
especially for the smaller golf clubs or
those experiencing budgets on the decline.
There is an option out there that I think
few are aware of and I know few have
tried. I am, of course, referring to GCSAA
Online Education, specifically the webcast
offerings. It is truly one of the slickest
ways to learn a thing or two while kicking
back in the comfort of your office, without
putting much of a dent in your budget.

As a current member of the GCSAA
Online Education Task Group, I have
been exposed to the vision that our
national association has for this technolo-
gy and its membership. The potential
seems unlimited. Having participated in

Education

By PAUL DIEGNAU, CGCS
Keller Golf Course

at least a half-dozen web-based seminars
and several web-based meetings, I can
honestly say this communication medium
is amazing! It is truly convenient, yet
powerful, and something that everyone
should experience at least once. Once you
try it you will be impressed and probably
will try it again. All you need is a PC with
an Internet connection, either a dial-up or
high-speed connection will do. Log into
the GCSAA education section and click on
the webcast link. On this page is a link to
a site that will verify if your PC is up to
the task. This site will also install the web-
cast software that makes this entire
process possible. PC requirements are
minimal and, of course, you will need
speakers. Communication among seminar
participants is achieved either by typing
or by using a microphone. There is one
drawback...as of right now, the webcast
software will not work on Mac machines.
The seminars last 1.5 hours and are
presented by many of the same professors
and researchers that present at our local
and national educational programs. These

e-learning sessions cover a variety of top-
ics and deal with current issues, problems,
and research and are offered in real time.
Currently on the docket are seminars by
Dr. Bruce Clark and Dr. Mike Agnew on
managing Basal Rot Anthracnose, Dr.
Thomas Nikolai on green speeds, resume
writing for the green industry, coaching
your team with positive feedback and
many more. New seminars are constantly
being added. In addition, you receive edu-
cation points for participating and mem-
bers of your staff can participate at the
same time as well. Best of all...it only
costs $30! So, check it out. You won't be
disappointed!

On another note, the child labor law
session that was held during the March
Mini-Seminar proved to generate a great
deal of interest among members of our
association. As was suggested at the semi-
nar, we have put together a committee of
MGCSA members to work with the
Minnesota Department of Labor to further
define the role of the teenager in MN golf
course maintenance operations. Our main
meeting will be held on March 30, which
will already have occurred by the time
this issue of Hole Notes reaches your door
step. We will keep all members informed
of the outcome of this meeting. It only
makes sense that the less we leave open to
interpretation by Department of Labor
inspectors, the more clear our responsibili-
ties become as employers.

Brainerd

218-824-3533

18188 Highway 371 North « Brainerd, MN 56401

Versatile
Vehicles, Ines

GOLF CARS

B SALES AND LEASES
B NEW « USED « REBUILT

B SERVICE & REPAIR
» ALL MAKES

B PARTS, BATTERIES
& ACCESSORIES

B RENTALS AVAILABLE

Golf Cars, Utility & Industrial Vehicles

www.versatilevehicles.com

Savage

952-894-1123

5345 West 125th Street « Savage, MN 55378
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There’s no reason for you or your turf fo stress
over summer decline this year. Let Revolution®
put you in control of rootzone conditions so
that your turf can access and utilize resources
more efficiently and keep summer decline at
bay. Revolution makes sure you get the best
performance possible from your turf, even
when the heat turns on and the water turns off.

Join the Revolution.
We guarantee you'll be impressed.

Contact your distributor:

John Wiley

2797 Eagandale Blvd.
Eagan, MN 55121

Phone: (651) 454-3106

Fax: (651) 454-7884

Email: jwiley@turfsupply.com

©2004 Aquatrols

Increases turf resilience & stress tolerance
Boosts carbohydrate production
Increases oxygen levels in the soil
Promotes dry, firm putting surfaces
Increases overall plant health

1273 Imperial Way
Paulsboro, NJ 08066
Phone: (800) 257-7797
Fax: (856) 537-6018

www.aquatrols.com
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" The Real Master of the Fairway

Although there are many pretenders to the throne, there's only

one Jacobsen ° SLF-1880™. In a class by itself, the super-lightweight
SLF-1880 is the industry’s lightest fairway machine - providing
you more attractive turf as a result of signifi cantly less
compaction. The SLF-1880isalso more maneuverable than
the competition, allowing you to mow fairways, aprons and
approaches with just one machine. And, the SLF-1880's

patented lift-arm mechanism allows its 18" reels to

easily glide over undulating terrain - giving

you a smooth, greens-quality cut

everywhere you mow. It's no surprise

that world-class courses like Arnold

Palmer’s Bay Hill Club & Lodge choose

Jacobsen products like the SLF-1880 to

provide superior turf conditions every day. Contact

Turfwerks or visit www.turfwerks.com for more information.

The Bth hole at Arnold Palmer’s Bay Hill Club &'Lodge 1.888.922.TURF « jacobsen.com

L
WHEN PERFORMANCE MATTERS™

o
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2006 Jacobsen, A Textron Company. All rights reserved.
0 92 9 5 1 3 2905 Lexington Ave South
@ B Eagan,MN 55121




