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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

June 13 
MGCSA Scholarship Scramble 

Dellwood Hills Golf Club, Dellwood 
Host Superintendent: Eric Peterson 

July 28 
U of M Turf & Grounds Field Day 

TROE Center, St. Paul 
Hosts: Larry Vetter, Dr. Brian Horgan 

August 1 
Harold Stodola Research Scramble 

Bracketfs Crossing Country Club, Lakeville 
Host Superintendent: Tom Proshek 

September 26 
MGCSA Championship 

Midland Hills Country Club, St. Paul 
Host Superintendent: Scott Austin, CGCS 

October 11 
Fall Mixer 

Monticello Country Club, Monticello 
Host Superintendent: Rick Traver, CGCS 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Three Great Gatherings 
In April and May 

By Robert Panuska 

Many activities have taken place since last month's column. Of course the 
weather has once again dominated our lives and caused us all great grief! What 
was to be, a very good start in early April, was not to be in May. Just when we 
thought the parkas and winter gear could be stowed away, out it had to come 
again. You all know we are off to a rough start this season and patience is thin 
and frustration is high. The only advice I can give is to keep the lines of commu-
nications open with your staff, club leadership, management, your members and 
patrons. This is NOT easy, because conditions may not be what we want and 
there is nothing we can do to speed the process of recovery until our weather 
turns the corner and helps us out. 

* * * * 

We have had three gatherings in April and May that have provided a great 
opportunity to network with others in the golf business. Out first assistants-
focused mixer was held at North Links Golf course in Mankato on April 25. Many 
braved the bitter northwest wind and played golf after a very informative presen-
tation by Dr. Janna Beckerman, extension plant pathologist from the University of 
Minnesota. Thanks to all who attended and to host superintendent Eric Peters. 
Then on May 6 over 140 superintendents, club officials and interested parties 
attended the lst Annual Turfgrass Forum at Midland Hills Country Club in St. 
Paul. This event was co-sponsored with the Minnesota Golf Association and 
offered everyone in attendance the opportunity to hear Bob Vavrek from the 
USGA discuss and answer questions related to the severe winter damage we have 
experienced this season. Finally, on May 16, we held the BASF people vs. the pro 
qualifier at Stillwater Country Club. Thanks to Marlin Murphy, host superintend-
ent, and to everyone who attended. Please check the events schedule for the 
remainder of the season and plan to attend as many as you can. 

* * * * 

Who is the most valuable or important player on the team? Is it the pitcher, 
the quarterback, the center, the CEO or the CFO or the Pro or the superintendent? 
I guess if you go by the salaries in pro sports then the answers are fairly clear. 
However, I would argue that if we concentrate on trying to "prove" or "justify" 
who on the team is "most" valuable or important, then we have missed the whole 
point. That point being "THE TEAM" as a whole is what really matters. No one 
individual is "most" if the organization is truly operating as a unit with a common 
goal, be that goal winning the game or providing a great golf course. 
Unfortunately, it seems when revenues are down and budgets get tight, the "I" 
am most important talk starts when it should be "WE" will solve this together. As 
the saying goes, there is no "I" in team. 

Until next month, 
Rob 
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Introducing 

TurMcrks 
P A R T N E R S IN G R O W T H 

We are excited to introduce the 
newest independent turf care 
distributor in the upper Midwest. 
Although our name may be 
unfamiliar to you, our product 
offering and level of customer 
service we provide are not. 

You knew us as Simplot Partners 
and it will be "business as usual" as 
we begin the new season. We look 
forward to our ongoing relationships 
with you and our suppliers as we 
prepare for our first successful year 
under our new name. 

Brands that have served you well in the past 
will help getyou started again this spring. 

M * n ^ s > > UMAXX 
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Sirhplot 

Andersons 
G O L F P R O D U C T S 

TURFWERKS, LLC 
3 0 8 0 Centerville Rd. Little Canada, MN 5 5 1 1 7 

Ph. 651-633-6251 or 888-828-5354 Fax 651-633-6779 
For more information, contact Joe Churchill at 612-790-7333 

Spring Valley 



An Enlightening Journey 
By JIM SCHNEIDER 

Club President, North Oaks GolfClub 

My first month as president of North 
Oaks Golf Club has been an enlightening 
journey. Although I am not an agrono-
mist, I now know more about grass on a 
golf course than 99% of the golfers in the 
Upper Midwest. I have read numerous 
articles, met with representatives of the 
MGA, and attended a seminar with the 
USGA Senior Agronomist for the North 
Central Region. I have seen slideshows 
depicting the damage to greens and fair-
ways in Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
Michigan. I have discussed course condi-
tions and state of greens and fairways 
with presidents and vice-presidents of 
most of the major Twin Cities private golf 
clubs. This month's President's Report 
hopefully will convey to the membership 
what I absorbed from all of these 
resources. 

lt's the Grass 
First and foremost, it's the grass. Poa 

annua grass is the culprit. This dominant 
bluegrass in an old-fashioned Minnesota 
winter with lots of snow and normal tem-
peratures will be a hearty viable plant in 
the spring. The problem is lack of snow 
cover and extreme temperature variations 
causing thawing and refreezing. This 
process kills Poa annua grass. This last 
winter was a Poa annua grass-killer not 
only in Minnesota but in the entire Upper 
Midwest. This spring, greens and fair-
ways in Michigan and Wisconsin were 
many times in worse condition than 
greens and fairways at North Oaks Golf 
Club. 

Bentgrass 
The so-called good grass is Bentgrass. 

Bentgrass is very hearty and can survive 

even a 2004-2005 Minnesota winter. The 
new courses around town including Troy 
Burne, Spring Hill and TPC of the Twin 
Cities are all Bentgrass golf courses. 
North Oaks unfortunately is primarily Poa 
annua grass and will remain primarily 
Poa annua grass no matter how often we 
overseed with Bentgrass. Poa annua grass 
will always outgrow Bentgrass when they 
exist in the same soil. That is why a club 
like Spring Hill (100% Bentgrass) has your 
golf shoes eleaned by their locker room 
attendant before you are allowed to play 
as a guest. Their fear is that your golf 
shoes might contain Poa annua grass 
seeds which would then take hold on their 
course and eventually spread over the 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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the Revolution 
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An Enlightening Journey-
(Continued from Page 5) 

entire course. Clearly, Bentgrass courses 
don't want Poa annua grass. It reminds 
me of the Eurasian Milfoil prob-
lem in Minnesota lakes. The 
Minnesota DNR requires you to 
check your boats, motors and 
livewells after taking your boat 
out of the lake so as not to spread 
the Milfoil menace to the next lake 
that you put your boat in. 

Grass Length 

Length of grass is also a very important 
consideration. Long grass winters well. 
(See our roughs.) Fairways that are cut 
short suffer damage in a bad winter. (See 
our fairways.) Greens that are cut very 
short sustain the worst damage. (See pic-
tures ofour greens in early April.) Jack 
MacKenzie, our Green Superintendent, 
can give you the technical reasons why 
length of grass is critical. The bottom line 
however is that the shorter the grass is 
when winter sets in determines how sus-
ceptible the grass is to damage in the 

spring. That is one reason why it is prob-
lematic to cut the greens after October 15. 
That extra grass height might be the dif-
ference between damaged greens and 
healthy greens the next spring. 

Green Covers 

Green covers have also been a major 
topic of conversation. There is simply no 
consensus regarding green covers. Two 
years ago Rolling Green and Minikahda 
used new green covers on some of their 
greens only to find those greens dead in 
the spring while uncovered greens were 
fine. This year some courses that used 
covers had good greens while other cours-
es like Rolling Green again experimented 
with covers only to find dead greens 
when the covers were removed. Different 
covers produce different results depend-

ing on the type of winter. A certain green 
cover will work in a mild winter while 
another green cover would work better in 
a harsh winter. Unfortunately, golf course 
superintendents and green committees 

cannot predict what type of win-
ter we are going to have to deter-
mine if a cover should be used 
and what type of cover would be 
the best choice. 

Conclusion 

My conclusion is that a golf 
course is susceptible to winter kill 

no matter what is done in the fall because 
you cannot predict the winter. The job of 
the superintendent and the Green 
Committee is to make decisions based on 
the best information available to them 
each fall. We have an excellent green 
superintendent, and a knowledgeable 
Green Committee. Your Board of 
Directors working with the green superin-
tendent and the Green Committee will 
make the best decision possible for the 
turf at North Oaks Golf Club. Mother 
Nature will grade us next spring on our 
efforts. See you on the course. 

"First andforemost, ifs thegrass. 
Poa annuagrass is the culprit... 

the so-calledgoodgrass is Bentgrass.ff 
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2005 MGCSA Event Sponsors 
The following companies have generously sponsored portions 

of our monthly meeting eventsfor the 2005 golf season: 

Argotain International 
BASF Corporation 

Bayer Enironmental Sciences 
Dow Agrosciences 

E. C. Grow, Inc. 
Greenlmage, LLC 

Hartman Companies 
Hydrologic 

Leitner Company 
LESCO, Inc. 

MTI Distributing, Inc. 
Plaisted Companies 

Pro Source One 
Professional Lake Management 

Reinders, Inc. 
Syngenta Turf & Ornamental 

Turf Supply Co. 
Turfwerks, LLC 

Twin City Hydro Seeding 

In the Spotlight 

BETH WHITEHOUSE 
DOW AGROSCIENCES 

Hello! My name is Beth 
Whitehouse, Sales Representative 
with Dow AgroSciences. I live in 
Madison, Wis. and my territory 
includes Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Northern Iowa and Northern 
Illinois. 

Dow AgroSciences offers a vari-
ety of products such as Dimension 
for control of crabgrass without the 
odor or yellow staining. We offer 
both pre & post emergent herbi-
cides for broadleaf weeds such as 
Confront, Snapshot, and Gallery. 
Eagle and Fore are available to 
treat fungicides and Mach 2 as a 
preventative for grubs. 

(Editors Note: Beth Whitehouse 
may be reached at 608/848-8631 with 
any questions regarding Dozv 
AgroSciences Turf Products.) 

LEITNER COMPANY 
Specializing in Soilsfor GolfCourse Maintenance & Construction 

Soil mixing and processing specialists. 
Supplying the Golf Course Industry with soil and sand products for over 60 years. 

Material to specification for topdressing and construction. 
Quality - Reliability - Experience 

MIKE LEITNER 
LEITNER COMPANY 

945 Randolph Avenue - St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 

(651) 291-2655 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION THROUGH THE MGCSA 



MINNESOTA IN THE CROSSHAIRS 

MDA Now Considers Japanese 
Beetle Established in Minnesota 

By PAUL DIEGNAU, CGCS 
Keller GolfCourse 

received responses from Michigan, Iowa, 
Toronto, Massachusetts, Virginia, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. The informa-
tion I received was very informative, 
insightful, and even somewhat alarming. 
This information is being offered in the 
hope that proactive golf course managers 
will be better prepared to deal with JB as 
the need arises. 

The adult beetle has an iridescent green 
color to its body with cop-
per-colored wing covers. 
They are easily identified 
by the six white tufts of hair 
located on each side of their 
body. The adult beetle has a 

voracious appetite, 
feeding on over 300 
species of plant mate-
rial. Their favorite 
meal is a sampling of 
Lindens, Norway 
maple, members of 
the rose family and 
grape vines. They 
feed between the 
veins in a leaf, leav-
ing a skeleton behind. 
When populations are sizable, they 
can defoliate an entire tree in a short 
period of time. One golf course 

superintendent from Michigan shared a 
story of being able to hear the buzz of the 
beetles feeding in the trees above...over 
the noise of a golf cart engine! 

A funny thing happened at my golf 
course last year. The occasional adult 
Japanese beetle (Popillia japonica) we 
would see on a green or in a garden sud-
denly blossomed into numbers we were 
uncomfortable with. The no-mow buffer 
strips around our water features had 
become gathering points for the consump-
tion of wild aster and reproductive orgies. 
We placed pheromone traps in areas of 
concentrated activity and were amazed at 
the numbers collected. For close to two 
weeks, the traps were full in one or two 
days and had to be emptied. I grabbed a 
pair of binoculars and started searching 
the tops of our lindens and maples. Sure 

enough, the metallic, coppery green crit-
ters could be seen skeletonizing leaves in 
their feeding frenzy. I could only wonder 
what 2005 would bring. 

Well, 2005 is here. The 
Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture has determined that 
JB is established in Minnesota and 
has dropped its trapping and 
monitoring program for this 
species. What kind of ride are we 
in for, both short and long term? 
Is it time to start scouting and 
monitoring for larvae? How will 
this beetle affect our maintenance 
budgets and our playing condi-
tions? I put these questions to sev-
eral local superintendents with JB 
experience and out into cyber-
space on the "Turfnet" forum. I 

Most JB veterans will tell you to avoid 
using traps if adults are not visible. The 
pheromones and scents in these traps can 
lure beetles onto your property from a 
mile or more away. 

Once you have identified adult popula-
tions on your property, a month of trap-
ping in July will give you some perspec-
tive on the quantity of JB you are dealing 
with. Trapping for more than a year may 

lead to problems, such as those experi-
enced by David Longville, CGCS, who is 
currently the head superintendent at Mill 
Run/Wild Ridge Golf Courses in Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin. While previously serv-
ing as superintendent at Hillcrest Golf and 
Country Club in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 

David managed to collect eleven 
55-gallon trash bags full of 
Japanese beetles! The sheer vol-
ume of such a catch led to dispos-
al issues. He attempted to freeze 
them in a freezer but they generat-
ed too much heat and would not 
freeze. His only recourse was to 
burn them in a 55-gallon barrel. 
Needless to say, mass trapping is 
problematic and not an effective 
control method. 

Opinions and situations vary 
as to whether adult beetles need 
to be 

(Continued on Page 11) 


