
WHEN YOU'RE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MOST IMPORTANT ASSET ON THE COURSE, 

You NEED A PARTNER YOU CAN COUNT ON. 

For every job on your course, there's a John Deere made especially 

for it. A full-l ine of quality equipment, born out of the suggestions 

: v J f and crit iques of thousands of superintendents and technicians. From 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ quality mowers and tractors to aerators and utility vehicles. But it 

doesn't end there. We supply you wi th the industry's best operator manuals, tech literature, 

and support hotline. We deliver quality parts 365 days a year, wi th a 99.5% fil l-rate overnight. 

And 

we offer the JDC MasterLease, the most cost-effective way to acquire golf and turf 

equipment. To see how John Deere can make a difference on your course, call your local 

John Deere distributor. 

GREENIMAGE 
12040 POINT DOUGLAS DR. S., HASTINGS, MN 55033 

651-437-7747 • 800-950-4180 

JOHN DEERE 

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE 
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MGCSA Continues To Be A 
Leader In The Green Industry Rick Fredericksen, CGCS 

MGCSA President 

As long as I have been involved with the MGCSA, I am proud to say that our association 
has been the leader in the green industry and remains the leader. We have championed envi-
ronmental issues, we have led the way in sponsoring research and we have been active in 
helping guide legislation. Unfortunately the State of Minnesota - Board of Electricity inter-
preted a new piece of legislation that will affect all golf courses in the state. 

The Low Voltage license requirement stems from a 2002 revision of a two-decade old 
law. The reworded law requires personnel that install or perform maintenance work inside 
irrigation controllers to be licensed or work under the supervision of a licensed employee. 
One licensed employee can have up to two staff members working under the licensed 
employee. A tight timetable does apply to the initial testing process. The association has 
secured a training opportunity for our members and staffs. On March 12, at Edinburgh Golf 
Club in Brooklyn Park, there will be a training class to prepare for the State exam. You will 
have until April 30, 2003 to take the test. To take the test you must first apply for the appli-
cation to take the test. I know, it is crazy, but the consequences of not testing are severe. 

Beginning May 1, 2003, to be eligible to test for the exam you will be required to com-
plete three years of approved experience or completion of an approved technical program. 
Forms for registration for the training class have been sent out. Contact Scott at our associ-
ation office for more info. ^ ^ * * 

The Green Expo was a short two months ago and from all indicators the conference and 
show was a success. Over 7,100 people were in attendance and with approximately one 
third representing the Minnesota Turf and Grounds Foundation. James Bade, MGCSA 
Conference and Education Chairman, did a great job of setting up this year's speakers. 
Presently he is organizing 2004's educational sessions. He values your input in selecting 
speakers. Please e-mail your ideas to James at jsbade@aol.com if you have a topic or facili-
tator you would like the membership to hear. 

Having just returned from the GCSAA Convention and Show in Atlanta, I can only 
report from my observation that attendance was down as expected. The Opening Session 
featured former Ohio Congressman John Kasich. Obviously not well known outside of 
Ohio by the numbers in attendance, he had a good message in his belief in the American 
people. I know Atlanta was not the destination city people enjoy bringing their family to, 
but the majority of Superintendents were there to learn. 

Why did our local Green Expo attract record numbers to downtown Minneapolis in 
January and the National had a drop in attendance? Obviously the combining of the MNLA 
and the MTGF shows dramatically increased the participants. However, the weather the 
past few seasons has impacted budgets, as has the downturn in the economy Many of our 
members are being asked to reduce costs and make immediate cuts. Typically one of the 
first reductions is the travel and education line item. As President of your Association I 
pledge that we will hold the line on MGCSA costs and remain fiscally responsible 

* * * * 

As I write this article, our country is becoming increasingly involved in a war with 
Iraq. Some of you may have sons, daughters, staff members, or know of others in the mili-
tary that are stationed abroad or here. Our thoughts and prayers are with them as they are 
called into service. Please let me know if you have children stationed here or over seas. E-
mail me at r_fredericksen@msn.com. It is my intent to develop a database for those inter-
ested, to be able to send their support to our service personnel. 

— Rick Fredericksen 
rjredericksen@msn. com 
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ON FIRE! 
MGCSA President Is So Hot He Sizzles! 

By JACK MACKENZIE, CGCS 

Rick Fredericksen, CGCS, has led a very busy life. In the 
turf industry for 34 years, a family man for just shy of a 
quarter century and a participant in the Long Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department for a decade. His life has been 
so active you could say that he is on fire! 

As a lad of 13, Rick began his career at the Elk River 
Country Club. He would ride his bike to work and con-
tribute his efforts for the incredible sum of a buck and four 
bits per hour. Not bad for a neophyte teenager in 1969. 
Under the tutelage of John Hopko, Rick performed the 
tasks of picking rocks off the new course as well as other 
physical jobs side by side with the rest of the five-member 
crew. 

Besides hard work on the course, Rick busied himself 
with other high school activities such as the 4H Club and 
both the golf and wrestling teams. However, his first pas-
sion was law enforcement and the dream of becoming an 
FBI agent. 

To fulfill this goal, Rick maintained excellent grades, a 
clean record and continued his education at St. Cloud State 
University in pursuit of a degree in Criminal Justice. His 
post high school education also included the courtship of 

"Rick does an excellent job at Woodhill. 
He is knowledgeable of his profession and 
the membership holds him in high regard." 

— Mark Albrecht General Manager 
at Woodhill Country Club. 

Jackie Strand, whom he had met at college. However, after 
spending a term attending class at the St. Cloud 
Penitentiary, Rick's law enforcement attitude waned and he 
soon changed majors to turf Management and schools to 
Penn State. 

For two years Scott Austin, CGCS, at Midland Hills 
Country Club, shuttled to and fro from Penn State with 
Rick. According to Scott, the road trips often provided 
"adventures" along the way, but most importantly, he solid-
ified a growing relationship with a fine individual and fel-
low turf manager. Summers at Elk River and winters at 
Penn State prepared Rick for the ranks of upper manage-
ment when he graduated in 1978 and became the 
Superintendent at The Huron Country Club in Huron South 

Jackie and Rick Fredericksen, CGCS 

Dakota. 
After nine years of employment at the Elk River Country 

Club, Rick ventured west to cut his teeth as Superintendent. 
His first position taught him the value of patience and fur-
thered his agronomic skills. Two years of South Dakota 
hospitality later, and shortly after becoming a newly wed to 
his bride Jackie, Rick applied for and accepted the position 
of Superintendent at the Rolling Green Country Club in 
Hamel, Minnesota. 

"He is an extreme individual. Extremely 
trustworthy and hard working; one 
couldn't ask for a better assistant, 

mechanic or right hand man." 

~ John Hopco, former Superintendent at 
Elk River Country Club and Rick's first boss 

Back to the land of 10,000 lakes Rick brought his wife, 
and with vigor he tackled new challenges. An opportunity 
actually, chances to install a new irrigation system and 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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BASF 

We dow'f ma/ce the turf. We make it better. 
The reasons for renovating may vary, but the desired result is always the same—a perfect stand of lush, beautiful turf. 
B a s a m i d , the only granular soil fumigant on the market, is the quickest, most dependable way to achieve that result. 

B a s a m i d penetrates deep to sterilize the soil and quickly eliminate virtually all weeds, nematodes, grasses and soil diseases. Plus, 
the nonrestricted, granular formulation of B a s a m i d requires no complicated application equipment or tarps, offering you the 
flexibility to renovate a single green or all 18 fairways. You can even reseed and get your new turf off to a healthy, vigorous start in as 
little as 10 to 12 days. B a s a m i d makes traveling the road to perfection smoother than ever before. 

To learn more about how you can start down the road to perfection with Basamid, visit www.turffacts.com or call 1-800-545-9525. 

BASF 

(Wiheraad \ 

lo pcjyf(jX'iioii, 

Redefining Renovation. 

http://www.turffacts.com


Rick Fredericksen — 
(Continued from Page 5) 

learn the intimate details of financial management and fidu-
ciary responsibility All the while starting a family Two 
active girls kept Rick and Jackie as busy away from the 
course as Rick was when he was on the course. Their 
daughters, Jodi and Sandy, enjoyed then — and still do 
today — horses, skiing, boating and track. 

And as though maintaining a country club and being an 

"Rick is a great cook, all around handyman, 
EMT and volunteer fireman, and somehow he 

always finds time to spoil me rotten!" 

— Emotes Jackie Fredericksen of her husband. 

active father were not enough, Rick felt obligated to partic-
ipate in the management of a growing professional turf-
grass organization, the Minnesota Golf Course 
Superintendents Association. During the 1980's, Rick 
attained a position on the MGCSA Board of Directors with 
the goal to improve upon the advancement of the turf man-
agement profession. 

Rick's diligent support on the Membership, Scholarship 
and Research Committees paved the way for his becoming 
Secretary, Vice-President and finally President of the 
MGCSA in 1992. During his first stint upon the BOD, he 
saw unprecedented growth, improved funding in research, 
the development of an environmental awareness program 
and a visible push "to the next level of professionalism." 
About the time Rick was Secretary of the MGCSA, the 
Superintendent's position became available at Woodhill 
Country Club. Encouraged by his maturing family, Rick 
pursued and accepted the opportunity in 1990. Although 
his clientele was a bit different than those he had catered to 
at Rolling Green, growing turf and grounds management 
was still of utmost importance. 

For the last 13 years Rick has provided his membership 
at Woodhill only the very best of social experiences and 
recreational opportunities. Venues include paddleball, ice-
skating, tennis, swimming opportunities and, of course, 
golf. Although pressed by an outdated irrigation system 
and a multitude of irrigation challenges, Rick has historical-
ly surrounded himself with a very competent staff. Former 
assistants and upwardly mobile professionals in the indus-
try under Rick's fine leadership is apparent in the product 
they create. 

From the first tee in the spring to the ice between the nets 
in the winter, Rick and his staff keep the grounds at 
Woodhill in exceptional condition. 

Managing a prestigious golf club and raising two teenage 
girls wasn't enough for Rick so he reinvested himself back 
into Association politics in 1999. Last year, after climbing 

back through the ranks, he began his second term as 
President of the MGCSA and instigated a year of celebration 
dedicated to the 75th anniversary of the MGCSA. On 
December 3, 2002, Rick hosted an exceptional dinner party, 
which brought over 220 members and their spouses togeth-
er to celebrate the achievements of distinguished guests as 
well as the association. 

Currently his concerns center around the long-term 
funding of the TROE Center at the University of Minnesota 
and committing to a permanent research and teaching facil-
ity on the site. Rick is also interested with the membership 
and their needs during this ever-changing economy 

Beyond work and family, Rick has been very active with 
his community, particularly as a member of the Long Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department. His skills as a past member of 
the Trollhaugen ski patrol and Emergency Medical 
Technician prepared him well for his current position as 
both a Captain of the Fire Department and a Training 
Officer as well. 

Could our president's life be any busier? Probably not! 
However, between his management of a pre-eminent golf 
course, his commitment to family life and rescuing his 
neighbors from burning buildings, Rick is always available 
to his constituents. Always willing to embrace new ideas 
and challenges, Rick maintains an open line policy and wel-
comes your input into the association's continuing prosper-
ity 

Hazeltine's Reed Mackenzie 
Re-Elected President Of USGA 

Reed Mackenzie was re-elected president of the United 
States Golf Association on Saturday during the organiza-
tion's annual meeting. 

The 60-year-old Mackenzie, 
from Chaska, Minn., will serve a 
second one-year term. 

Fred Ridley of Tampa, Fla., 
and Walter Driver Jr. of Atlanta, 
were elected vice presidents of 
the executive committee, Eric J. 
Gleacher of New York was 
selected as secretary, and Paul 
D. Caruso Jr., of Helena, Mont., 
as treasurer. 

Six others were re-elected to the executive committee, 
while three individuals were elected for a first term. 

Returning members are: Craig Ammerman of Cherry 
Hill, N.J.; Dr. Lewis Blakey of Alexandria, Va.; Emily (Missy) 
Crisp of Mill Neck, N.Y.; Mary Bea Porter-King of Kapaa, 
Hawaii; James Reinhart of Mequon, Wis.; and Bruce 
Richards of Bellevue, Wash. John Vardaman of Washington, 
D.C., moves from his past role as general counsel to a mem-
ber of the committee. 

James Bunch of Denver; Cameron Jay Rains of La Mesa, 
Calif.; and James F. Vernon of Pasadena, Calif., were newly 
elected to serve one-year terms on the executive committee. 



PENNCROSS SOD 
from Country Club Turf 

Grown by Golf Course Professionals 
for Golf Course Professionals 

Supplying over 200 Golf Courses Since 1987 

24317 Durant St. N.E., East Bethel, MN 55005 
(763) 444-6753 
"A Quality Grown Reputation" 



Golf Course Architects 
Design • Renovation • Master Planning • Practice Centers 

122 North 2nd Street • River Falls, WI 54022 • 715-425-9511 • e-mail: info@gilIiniller.com 
visit our website www,gillmiller.com 

Member: American Society of Golf Course Architects 

MGCSA PRESIDENT RICK FREDERICKSEN, CGCS, left, chats with his Woodhill assis-
tants Paul Kabista, second from left, Dave Simeon and Island View's Mark Poppitz, on the 
far right, during MGCSA's Hospitality Night in Atlanta during the GCSAA Convention. 

SCOTT AUSTIN, CGCS, Midland Hills 
Country Club, was in Atlanta for GCSAA's 
National Conference. He's pictured here 
enjoying MGCSA's Hospitality Night. 

71 MGCSA Members Attend Hospitality Night 
In Atlanta at the GCSAA Convention in February 

Seventy-one MGCSA members enjoyed a break during 
the GCSAA National Convention in Atlanta by attending a 
MGCSA Affiliate sponsored hospitality night on February 
13th. 

Although not noted to be a touted vacation spot like 
Orlando, Las Vegas or San Diego, Atlanta proved to be a 
very adequate spot to hold the conference. Some members 
took advantage of watching live NHL action when the 
Atlanta Thrashers were home against the Washington 
Capitals during convention week. The hockey arena was 
just a few blocks from the convention. 

Of course, it isn't all fun and games when attending the 
GCSAA show. Members attend meetings, seminars and 
workshops throughout the week and mingle with peers on 
the exhibit floor. 

Minnesotan Mike Klatte, CGCS, was one of twelve 
nationally who were honored with 25-year certification 
awards at this year's convention. Klatte became certified in 
1977. 

ENJOYING SOME HORS' DOEUVRES are James Gardner, 
CGCS, left, Director of Golf at Indian Hills and The Wilds, along 
with James Bade, Superintendent at Somerset Country Club. 

mailto:info@gilIiniller.com


TODD LOECKE, Syngenta, gives a gener-
ous donation to Brian Horgan and the 
University of Minnesota. 

STEVE SHUMANSKY, third from left, with the five MGCSA presidents he served under 
as a Board Member. Pictured from the left are: Fred Taylor, CGCS, Tom Fischer, CGCS, 
Shumansky, Rick Fredericksen, CGCS, James Gardner, CGCS, and Paul Eckholm, CGCS. 

Kawasaki 
U T I L I T Y V E H I C L E S 

Liquid-cooled, V-Twin engine 
Air intake system overhead 
1,330 lb. load capacity 
Rack & pinion steering 

1 Sound-insulated and extra-quiet muffler 
' Governed to 16 mph safety 
' Lock-out differential for min. ground 

disturbance 
' Full line o f accessories available 

Call Tim Commers or 
Steve Scanlan today... 

(612) 333 3487 or 
Toll Free I (800) 759-5343 

KAWASAKI 3020 MULET 

•CUSHMAN MOTOR CO.,INC.a 
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