
JOHN DEERE GOLF EQUIPMENT SPECIAL NOTICE! 
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STARTING AT $ 9995.00!! 

3 YEAR LEASE RETURNS! 

GREENIMAGE 
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GREENS MOWERS 

STARTING AT $ 7995.00! ! 
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STARTING AT $ 2995.00! ! 

• LEASE FINANCING AVAILABLE 
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• LIMITED WARRANTY! 
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UM Dep't. of Agriculture Makes 
Progress on New Turf Facility Rick Fredericksen, CGCS 

MGCSA President 

The University of Minnesota Department of Agriculture continues to make progress on 
the new turf research facility. This 16 acre parcel of land located on the St. Paul campus will 
benefit our members and also members of the Minnesota Turf and Grounds Foundation, 
members of the Minnesota Nursery and Landscape Association, the MGA and potentially 
the Minnesota PGA and CM A. From a governmental regulation standpoint the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture and the Board of Water and Soil Resources will have vested 
interest in the research that will be conducted here also. Brian Horgan, Jon Powell, Carl 
Rosen and the Turfgrass Working Group have been instrumental in designing this center to 
be utilized for research by all groups associated with turf and landscape. 

* * * * 

The "Go For The Green" program started last fall is ready to start constructing the first 
research green on the site. The green will be half USGA greens mix and half push up soil to 
replicate older greens. You will notice from the front cover plans of the research center that 
there are several areas on the site to conduct various types of research. Many of these areas 
will be used to support our allied associations and their members. 

This is an exciting time to be associated with the planning and work being put into this 
project. It is also a realization that the University is looking for ways to cut programs and 
reduce funding. We are fortunate to receive this 16-acre tract of property for research. In 
order for this project to move forward though, funding will have to come from other places 
then the U of M. Associations such as ours, the MTGF and others mentioned earlier will 
have to make monetary contributions. I have been involved with the MGCSA Research 
Committee the previous three years and we have made a commitment to save funds to be 
used to help build this Center. The MGCSA will not build this by themselves but with the 
help of other associations, industry, endowments and matching funds we will get it built. 

* * * * 

Dan Swenson is chairing the Historical Committee this year and, in conjunction with 
the 75th Anniversary of our Association, will be working with Rick Traver, Editorial 
Committee Chair to put together an anniversary issue of Hole Notes. Pictures, historical 
items of interest, a timeline of the association and past advertisements will be included in 
this November issue. We are looking for old pictures, stories and earlier editions of Hole 
Notes, etc. that can be used in this commemorative issue. Contact Scott at the Association 
office if you have something to include in this edition. 

* * * * 

I would like to congratulate Jeff Johnson on his promotion to Superintendent at The 
Minikahda Club. Unfortunately, though, he has decided to resign his position on the Board 
of the MGCSA. I have served with Jeff now for three years on the Board and watched as he 
led the Scholarship Committee. He has done a great job leading this committee and his 
presence on the Board will be missed. I have asked Jack MacKenzie to take over Jeff's term 
and he has accepted. Jack is currently on the Scholarship Committee and will move up to 
chair this committee. Our Association wishes Jeff the best and welcomes Jack onto the 
Board. 

- Rick Fredericksen, CGCS 
r-fredericksen@msn. com 
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TURFGRASS RESEARCH. OUTREACH AND EDUCATION fTROEi CENTER. 

World Renown Facility Breaks Ground 
By Jack MacKenzie CGCS, Superintendent North Oaks Golf Club and 

Dr. Brian Horgan, Turfgrass Extension Specialist; University of Minnesota 

Vision: The University of Minnesota will be recog-
nized for its leadership in environmentally sound and 
responsible turfgrass systems. An aggressive statement? 
Perhaps. But the quest of a determined group of turf scien-
tists to become leaders in the industry will not be stopped. 
Through dedication, promotion and implementation, the 
University of Minnesota is in the process of developing a 
program worthy of national and international acknowl-
edgement. 

During a period of time when the U of M has been 
rocked by sports scandals and an almost across the board 
budget reduction, one specialized group in the university 
system stands alone, unscathed and even growing. The 
Turfgrass Working Group, comprised of faculty from the 
departments of Agronomy and Plant Genetics, Plant 
Pathology, Entomology, Soil, Water and Climate and 
Horticultural Sciences, has made an incredible move for-
ward in the progression of turfgrass science. This diversi-
fied collection of departments recently acquired the space 
necessary to move ahead with the development of a new 
turfgrass facility on the St. Paul campus. 

Up until the early part of April, the University's only 

Education (TROE) Center. Four programmatic research 
themes, (1) alternative plant materials, (2) general produc-
tion, (3) pest management and (4) environmental quality, 
were created to help define the importance of the TROE 
Center. 

After a broad description had been created, the Turfgrass 
Working Group identified specific needs: 

+ 5.9 acres to be used for short term (< 2 years) 
+ 6.4 acres to be used for medium to long term (2-5 years) 

Outreach programming and undergraduate and graduate 
education 

+ 2.2 acres for the undergraduate outdoor laboratory 
which will include a shade research area 

+ 1.5 acres of land would provide infrastructure such as 
parking, buildings and wash areas 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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dedicated turfgrass research facility was located on 4.5 acres 
of the St. Paul campus. While very nice to have, this area 
was barely large enough to adequately support a limited 
research program. For the past few years the site has been 
dedicated to a creeping bluegrass breeding program. 
Additional space was needed to create the program envi-
sioned by the Turfgrass Working Group. 

A diligent search located 16 acres of terrain off Cleveland 
Avenue and near the existing research facility. In order to 
procure the property, a plan had to be developed which pro-
vided a framework for the creation, occupancy and con-
struction of the new Turfgrass Research, Outreach and 

PARKING LOTS 

SPORTS FIELDS 

PARKS 

GOLF COURSES 

SERVICE LANES 

BOAT LANDINGS 

CONCRETE PRODUCTS INC 

The Multi-purpose solution for erosion control. 
Attractive in any settingy it's idealfor: 

Availabe at: 

"Built on Service" 

Plymouth Rosemount 
763-545-4400 651-423-5048 

Stillwater 
651-748-3158 



Verti-D rain's 
shatter effect 
gives you 
dynamic 
results. 

Just one of nearly a dozen 
models available to fit 
virtually every budget 

Verti-Drain s patented 
parallelogram design 
shatters the soil Coring 
tines are also available 
on all models. 

Thousands worldwide have used the Verti-Drain® 
deep-tine aerator to relieve compaction. 
You must see it in action to believe it! 
Compacted and poor draining soils can be improved dramatically, 
opening them up so air and water can move freely. Roots can then 
grow deep, creating strong, healthy plants resistant to pests, weeds, 
disease, drought and hard play. 

Verti-Drain's unique parallelogram design forces each tine back-
wards instantly as it penetrates the soil, making new pathways. This 
underground shattering effect is a 
Verti-Drain® exclusive! 

To really see the dynamic action of 
the Verti-Drain, phone now for more 
information or look us up on the web. N O R T H S T A R 

3080 Centerville Road 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55117 

651.484.8411 • Fax: 651.484.8257 
800.592.9513 



TROE Center- LEGEND FOR COVER PHOTO 

(Continued from Page 5) 

Once compiled, the information was condensed into a 
27-page report and presented to the Dean and Associate 
Deans of the College of Agriculture, Food, and 
Environmental Sciences. The presentation did not just 
focus on the TROE Center, it described a process to attract 
new undergraduate and graduate students, develop inno-
vative outdoor applied laboratories, further develop out-
reach and extension activities, and intimately involve the 
turfgrass industry. And approve they did, embracing the 
idea and dedicating over 16 acres of University property to 
the TROE Center project. 
idea and dedicating over 16 acres of University property to 
the TROE Center project. 

Timing is everything. Already, because of the Drive For 
The "U" Program, industry leaders, individual members of 
the Minnesota Golf Course Superintendents Association, 
and members of the Minnesota Turf and Grounds 
Foundation have contributed in- kind donations of over 
$115,000.. This program, the catalyst for the TROE center, 
began two years ago with a prophetic vision of the devel-
opment of a first class research facility dedicated to turf 
related studies. 

And even timelier, phosphorous pollution concerns have 
prompted political action. During the most recent 
Legislative session, both the house and senate have 
reviewed bills designed to reduce the potential for phos-
phorous pollution perceived to be contributed to by the 
application of fertilizer upon turfed surfaces. As part of the 
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proposed law, the golf course industry will be required to 
develop and monitor a fertilizer application program and 
create a location for the development of a phosphorous run 
off research program. 

What an exciting time for the University of Minnesota, 
the MGCSA and homeowners in the state. The results of 
dedicated individuals have created a facility sure to educate 
private individuals and the industry alike. Soon the 
University of Minnesota will be renowned for its presti-
gious Turf Program and research projects implemented at 
the TROE Center. 

Watch for upcoming articles relating to specific research 
projects and funding information. 

LBCO-Fate Makes Good 

LESCO is a registered t rademark and LESCO-Fate is a t rademark of LESCO Technologies, LLC. 

THE ONLY ACEPHATE 
WITH A CITRUS FRAGRANCE. 

800-321-5325 

Broad-spectrum insect control with 
the time-proven effectivness of 
acephate. But with a noticeable 
difference. A citrus scent. New 

LESCO-Fate. Everything you expect 
from an acephate insecticide -

now with a citrus scent. 

SCHOLARSHIP 
SCRAMBLE 

MONDAY, JUNE 17 
ST. CLOUD COUNTRY CLUB 

HOST SUPERINTENDENT: 
DAN HANSON 
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www.turffacts.com 

http://www.turffacts.com


ATTENTION MGCSA MEMBERS 
THE MGCSA HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 

IS SEEKING OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 
AND / OR DOCUMENTS FROM 

THE 20TH CENTURY TO HELP 
CELEBRATE OUR 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

ITEMS WILL BE RETURNED IF REQUESTED 

CONTACT THE MGCSA OFFICE: 
TOLL FREE: 1 -800-642-7227 METRO: 952 -473 -0557 

FAX: 952 -473 -0576 E-MAIL scott@mgcsa.org 

Q U A L I T Y SUPPLIER OF T U R F 
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION & 

RECONSTRUCTION 

•Washed and Regular Turf (Sod) in 11/2 yd. or 
up to 55 yd. Big Roll Size (42" Wide) 

TURF TYPES: 
• ELITE KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS BLEND 
• SPORTS TURF 

BLUEGRASS/P. RYEGRASS BLEND 
BENTGRASS EHBEiN 

COMPANIES 

MEMBER 

NCTGA 
MSTMA 
SDGSA 
MTGF 

MGCSA 
WTA 
ISTMA 
TPI 

Golf Courses • Sports Fields 

NETLON® ADVANCED TURF SYSTEMS 
Self cultivating means healthier turf 

and better drainage 

NETLON® MESH ELEMENTS AND MIXES 
For Compaction Resistance on cart paths, 

sports fields and other high use areas. 

For Quality Turf Contact: 
(763) 674-7937 • FAX: (763) 674-7044 

8651 Naples St. N.E. 
Blaine, MN 55449 

For Quality Construction & Netlon® Products Contact: 

(763) 784-0657 • FAX: (763) 784-6001 

M A Y 2 0 0 2 H O L E N O T E S 9 
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Talk About It, Turf Topics and Tales 
Check It Out at umnv.tutf.umn.edu 

If you haven't checked it out yet, it is high time to go on line 
and correspond with your fellow agronomists. Got a question? 
Have an answer? Sign up and contribute www.turf.umn.edu. 
Take your ideas to the next level. 

Sampling of How It Works: 

Topic: Japanese Beetles (1 of 8), Read 109 times 
Conf: Pest Management 
From: John MacKenzie jmackenzie426@msn.com 
Date: Tuesday, March 05, 2002 10:09 AM 

What are Superintendents doing about this soon to be troubling 
pest? Wall to wall? Timing? Product? I remember a few years back 
when I was treating for the Black ataenius. Seemed to help, but just 
one more thing to do! Anybody have problems with the Japanese 
Beetle? Thanks, Jack MacKenzie North Oaks Golf Club 

Topic: Japanese Beetles (2 of 8), Read 101 times 
Conf: Pest Management 
From: Kevin Clunis kctbrook@earthlink.net 
Date: Wednesday, March 06, 2002 08:30 AM 

Jack, 

Keep those critters on your course! Don't drop off any on your 
way home! I have not seen any Japanese Beetles nor their damage. 
Dealing with other problem pests here at Tanners, but nothing a 
Stihl or Jonsred couldn't take care of. 

—Kevin 

Topic: Japanese Beetles (3 of 8), Read 96 times 
Conf: Pest Management 
From: Jeff Tohnson pepperdgirl@aol.com 
Date: Thursday, March 07, 2002 08:03 AM 

The seminar on Wednesday covered this topic quite extensive-
ly. Chris Williamson did an excellent job explaining this pest and 
how to control them. We have been dealing with the Japanese 
Beetle for the past two years. If you want to avoid bringing large 
amounts of beetles to your property do not trap. One trap can be 

used for monitoring but mass trapping is not recommended. 
And this is speaking from experience. Last year we sprayed 

wall to wall with Mach II. We did not receive the results that we 
were expecting. We had to follow up treatments surrounding the 
fairways with Dylox. This year I plan on using Merit. This is a 
faster working product on the grubs and once it is active with the 
grubs they will die quickly. Thus reducing the amount of foraging 
that the raccoons and crows will do. 

Last spring we laid 11 pallets of sod to repair the damage from 
the previous fall damage. The majority of our damage was located 
on the edges of our fairways (in the intermediate rough) and on 
green and tee banks. 

The feeling one has when you see the devastation is terrible. 
Every morning you come in wondering were the next spot will be. 

This is a problem that we will need to deal with every year. 
- Jeff 

Topic: Japanese Beetles (5 of 8), Read 85 times 
Conf: Pest Management 
From: Tom Proshek bcgolfl8@aol.com 
Date: Thursday, March 07, 2002 08:40 PM 

Jack to answer your question on time to apply the chemical. 
Chris Williamson stated numerous times that timing is everything 
with the control of the Japanese Beetles. Adults usually emerge 
around July 4th, lay eggs during the next 2-3 weeks and it is dur-
ing this time your chemical needs to be in the soil (best control 
during 1st instar). He suggested later part of June (Merit) and 
MUST water this chemical in, has residual of 120 days. 

Also, great speech. Do you perform any cultural practices to 
greens thru out the year? (brush dragging, verti-cut, spiking etc.) 

— Tom 

Topic: Japanese Beetles (7 of 8), Read 77 times 
Conf: Pest Management 
From: Tom Proshek bcgolfl8@aol.com 
Date: Friday, March 08, 2002 11:46 AM 

Jack, 
Don't know as of yet if I will treat. We had the traps out here 

two years ago and had no Japanese Beetles, however last year I 
started to see more crows digging into 
the soil (for the grubs) so I am going to 
watch closely this year. Thanks for the 
continued info on aeration. May give 
you a call this summer to visit your 
course if that's ok? 

Tom 

Golf Course Architects 
Design • Renovation • Master Planning • Practice Centers 

122 North 2nd Street * River Falls, WI 54022 • 715425-9511 * e-mail: info%illmil!er.com 
visit our website wvw.gilluiiller.com. 

Member: American Society of Golf Course Architects 

"THE SERVICE IS FREE 
AND JUST WON'T BE 
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