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STARTING AT $ 7995.00!!
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3 YEAR LEASE RETURNS!

STARTING AT $ 2995.00!!
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e LIMITED WARRANTY!
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Here’s How We Serve
Our Membership

Rick Fredericksen, CGCS
MGCSA President

I have been a member of our local Superintendents' Association now for 23
years. For approximately half of that time I have been involved either as a com-
mittee member or serving on the Board. I am often asked, "What does our
Association do for the membership?" This can be best answered by our mission
statement: "The objective of the Minnesota Golf Course Superintendents' Association is
to advance the art and science of Golf Course Management, to collect and disseminate
among member Superintendents practical solutions to problems with a view to more effi-
cient and economical maintenance and production of golf courses, and to promote the wel-
fare of the Superintendent and the profession."

We as a Board are committed to providing our membership with the educa-
tion and training that is necessary to advance our members in this profession.
We support the educational facilities throughout our region to provide research,
training and outreach programs for our member clubs. We serve the broader mem-
bership both locally and beyond the metropolitan area to enhance the quality of
both the superintendent and the staff and also the club they work for. This mission
can best be accomplished when individuals commit to the time necessary to be
involved in the leadership of an association. We have a great group of individuals
with a vision and confidence that will lead our Association for many years.

Approximately 12 years ago the Association asked the Affiliate membership to
elect two of their members to serve on our Board as liaisons. The input they pro-
vide the Board helps us understand issues that the vendors of our Association
have. Joe Churchill and Ted Schirck are our Affiliate Representatives to the Board.
Please contact either of them if you have comments.

* k k %

With the Governor's signature, the Phosphorus Bill will become a law effec-
tive January 1, 2004. Paul Eckholm, Brian Horgan, Bob Fitz, Larry Vetter, and
Doug Carnevale (MGA's Lobbyist) all helped facilitate this bill. The bill addresses
the application of phosphorus in the seven-county metro area. Golf courses that
apply fertilizer containing phosphorous throughout the state of Minnesota. The
MGCSA has formed an Ad-Hoc Committee of five members that will help draft the
certification course for licensing. Paul will chair this committee along with Brian
Horgan.

* % % %

Scott Wersal did a great job of hosting our May meeting. His staff had the golf
course in superb condition for the opening event. Thank you Scott for hosting us.
We look forward to our Scholarship Scramble to be held on June 17 at the St. Cloud
Country Club. Dan Hanson will be the host superintendent.

- Rick Fredericksen, CGCS
r_fredericksen@msn.com

HOLE NOTES (ISSN 108-27994) is published monthly except bi-monthly
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South, Wayzata, MN 55391-1617. Scott Turtinen, publisher. Periodicals postage
paid at Wayzata, MN. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to HOLE NOTES, 240
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2002 MGCSA
CALENDAR

Monday, June 17
SCHOLARSHIP SCRAMBLE
Host: Dan Hanson
St. Cloud Country Club
St. Cloud, Minnesota

Thursday, July 25
U of M FIELD DAY
Host: Jon Powell
University of Minnesota Campus
St. Paul, Minnesota

Monday, August 26
MGCSA CHAMPIONSHIP
Host: Tom Kientzle, CGCS

The Legacy Course at Cragun's

Brainerd, Minnesota

Monday, September 23
STODOLA SCRAMBLE
Host: Rick Fredericksen, CGCS
Woodhill Country Club
Wayzata, Minnesota
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The Future Starts Today

TROE Center, Headquarters for Minnesota Turfgrass Professionals

By Jack MacKenzie, CGCS, North Oaks Golf Club and
Dr. Brian Horgan, University of Minnesota Turfgrass Extension Specialist

So what the heck does TROE really mean? No, it isn't a
fancy Scottish term for a chili dip wedge. Nor is it
Minnesota speak for advancing a ball. But rather, TROE
stands for Turfgrass Research, Outreach and Education.
And TROE Center stands for the basis of an up and coming
University of Minnesota program focused on the future of
turf management.

Research will concentrate upon the environmental
impacts of general turf management. This will include the
evaluation of alternative materials for use as low input turf.
These materials will be monitored to develop management
strategies that will include mowing frequency, nutrient and
water use efficiency and the cultural practices necessary to
promote healthy turf.

A second objective of research is to completely under-
stand the impacts of fertilizer and pesticide applications on
general turf. This may include fertilizer and pesticide
runoff and leaching potentials as effected by common cul-
tural practices used by homeowners and turf managers.
And the research may evaluate the impacts of natural and
organic products and how they affect the management of a
low input turf.

There are also numerous other
environmental quality issues that
need to be addressed for the pro-
fessional turf manager. Research
at the TROE Center may include
the effect of sand-based root
zones and the movement of
nutrients and pesticides, pesti-
cide resistance issues and geneti-
cally modified grasses. The
effects of modern technology and

“TROE Center isn't a
catchy turf term, but odds
are that it will become
a name that defines
the advancement of

as groundwork for the generation of information to be dis-
tributed by extension programs.

Outreach efforts focused through the TROE Center will
target specific audiences as well as be multifaceted in their
educational design. That is, information and educational
activities such as field days, research tours, workshops and
field-based classes will be targeted to professional turf
mangers such as those associated with the MGCSA and the
MTGE.

The TROE Center will serve as a convenient gathering
place for educational programs conducted for legislature
and other public decision-makers. This will allow them to
become acquainted with the diversity of turf, turf manage-
ment and the importance of research and continuing educa-
tion.

Education of current and future industry leaders is of
great importance at the TROE Center. The Center will pro-
vide an outdoor laboratory for undergraduate students
studying turf and turf-related issues. This laboratory will
enable faculty, graduate students and staff from across the
University and within industry the opportunity to apply
experiences related to design,
construction and maintenance.

Students who attend the
University of Minnesota
Turfgrass Program will gain the
skills needed to be exceptional
professionals. Some will go on to
the graduate program to further
their education and opportuni-
ties. Graduate students will have
the opportunity to conduct
research to increase knowledge of

its application to the use of nutri- tu,f management production practices, cultural sys-
ents and pesticides may be evalu- tems and the environmental
ated. And the advances in GIS at the impact of turf grasses and land-

and GPS mapping may be pre-
sented in a comprehensible for-
mat to better understand its
application to golf course pest
management.

The TROE Center will be the industries "new" research
facility, one that is flexible, comprehensible and progressive.
In addition to the evaluation of breeding materials devel-
oped at the University of Minnesota, National Turf
Evaluation Program (NTEP) trials will be conducted at the
research facility.

The NTEP trials are collaborative efforts that incorporate
cultural aspects and pest (disease, insect etc...) manage-
ment. The information generated from these studies serve
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University of Minnesota.”

scape management.

The breadth and depth of
research and education needs
related to professional turfgrass
management, as well as those
related to general turf, continues to grow and expand.
TROE Center will meet and surpass these demands by cre-
ating an environment for research, outreach and education
that will benefit the industry for many generations of turf
professionals.

No, TROE Center isn't a catchy turf term, but odds are
that it will become a name that defines the advancement of
turf management at the University of Minnesota.
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Verti-Drain’s
shatter effect
gives you
dynamic

results.

Just one of nearly a dozen
models available to fit
virtually every budget.

Verti-Drain's patented
parallelogram design
shatters the soil. Coring
tines are also available
on all models.

Thousands worldwide have used the Verti-Drain®
deep-tine aerator to relieve compaction.
You must see it in action to believe it!

Compacted and poor draining soils can be improved dramatically,
opening them up so air and water can move freely. Roots can then
grow deep, creating strong, healthy plants resistant to pests, weeds,
disease, drought and hard play.

Verti-Drain's unique parallelogram design forces each tine back-
wards instantly as it penetrates the soil, making new pathways. This
underground shattering effect is a
Verti-Drain® exclusive!

To really see the dynamic action of
the Verti-Drain, phone now for more

information or look us up on the web. ORT’H ST A
LILLURJE

3080 Centerville Road
St. Paul, Minnesota 55117
651.484.8411 » Fax: 651.484.8257
800.592.9513



The Lunar Golf Shot

By ALAN SHEPARD

Previously published in The 19th Hole.
A compilation of stories by Carol Mann

Have you ever thought about hitting a driver 1500 yards
or a six-iron 900 yards? Or watching a white ball against a
black sky with a time flight of 25 to 30 seconds? What golfer
ever dares dream of these things?

I thought about these things during Apollo 14 in
1971. You see, the moon has one-sixth gravity of the Earth.
That means with the same club head speed, the ball will go
six times as far and stay in the air (or this case the vacuum)
six times as long!

Actually Bob Hope gave me the idea of playing golf on
the moon, although he didn't know about it until months
after the flight. He was visiting NASA one day- Deke
Slayton and I were showing him around and he had an old
driver that he was swinging as we walked around the cam-
pus. We hooked him up in a moon walker and as he was
bouncing up and down on his toes, he used the driver for
balance! That's when I said, only to myself, I had to find a
way to hit a ball on the moon.

Perhaps people on earth watching me on television
thought it was spontaneous or unauthorized, but it was
well rehearsed and all approved before we launched.

I had planned to use a collapsible aluminum handle,
which we normally used to scoop up dust samples, since
we really couldn't bend over in a pressurized space suit.
And then I had a golf pro design a club head to snap on the
handle, replacing the small scoop. It was a number six iron
since the handle was about as long as a normal six-iron
shaft. I planned to take the club head and two ordinary golf
balls in my suit pocket - at no expense to the taxpayers!

I practiced before the flight several times in the suit-train-
ing room to be sure I could swing safely. The pressurized
suit is cumbersome and I wouldn't get both hands on the
club; still I could make a golf swing with one hand. And,
finally, I checked with the "boss" and told him my plan to hit
two golf balls at the very end of the lunar stay, only if every-
thing went perfectly well up to that point. He agreed.

Fortunately, although we had some problems earlier,
everything went just right while we were on the surface.
Consequently, just before climbing up the ladder to come
home, I prepared to tee offl When I dropped the first ball,
it took a bout three seconds to land, and bounced a couple
of times on the dust. Then, I improved my lie of course
(winter rules in February) and made my best slow motion
one-handed half-swing. Making a full swing in a space suit

JUNE 2002

is impossible. I made good contact with the ball, which
would have gone 30-40 yards on earth, went over 200 yards.
The ball stayed up in the black sky for almost 30 seconds. I
was so excited I swung harder on the second one, which I
shanked about 40 yards into a nearby crater. I decided to
call that a hole in one, even if the hole was several miles in
diameter.

So I folded up the golf club and climbed up the ladder to
take off. The two balls are still there and ready to be
reclaimed and reused- after all, they were new. But the club
resides in a place of honor at the U. S. Golf Association in
Far Hills, New Jersey, where all who see it can imagine, as
did I, what a 1,500 yard tee shot would be like!

MOMENTUM"

The Next Generation of
Broadleaf Weed Control

A Premium Selective Herbicide Exclusively from

LESCO

* New, improved chemistry
formulation combines
TIPA 2,4-D, triclopyr
and clopyralid acid for
highly effective control
with virtually no odor

¢ Fast acting - dandelions
and clover curl within
hours of application

* Better and broader
spectrum weed control
than most other popular
broaleaf herbicides

Ask your sales representative about this great new
product exclusively from LESCO, or call 800-321-5325

] ESCO

LESCO is a registered trademark and Momentum is a trademark of LESCO Technalogies, LLC
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5 DF HERBICIDE

The shortest distance between broadleaf and grassy weed control.
Drive® 75 DF herbicide effectively raises the bar for postemergent weed control. A single, convenient
application of Drive quickly eliminates a broad spectrum of both broadleaf and grassy weeds—from crabgrass
and foxtail to clover and dandelion—in a wide variety of turf species. Then Drive keeps weeds under control
for 30 to 45 days—in some cases for more than 3 months. Drive also offers exceptional seeding and
overseeding flexibility—allowing you to seed many varieties of turf immediately before or after application.
To learn more about how Drive” 75 DF can help you in your drive for turf perfection, call (800) 545-9525

or visit www.turffacts.com. Always read and follow label directions.

We don’t make the turf.
‘ We make it better.
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MGCSA Turfgrass Research Benefit Week Raises $15,395

17 Metro Area Golf and Country Clubs Donated 50 Tee Times

The Minnesota Golf Course Superintendents'
Association would like to thank the following clubs for par-
ticipating in the 16th Annual MGCSA Turfgrass Research
Benefit Week by donating tee times the week of June 3-7.

+ Dellwood Country Club

+ Edina Country Club

+ Hillcrest Country Club of St. Paul

+ Interlachen Country Club

+ Indian Hills Golf Club

+ Midland Hills Country Club

+ Minneapolis Golf Club

+ Minnesota Valley Country Club

+ North Oaks Golf Club

+ Oak Ridge Country Club

+ Rolling Green Country Club

+ Stillwater Country Club

+ The Minikahda Club

+ Town & Country Club

+ Wayzata Country Club

+ White Bear Yacht Club

+ Woodhill Country Club

QUALITY SUPPLIER OF TURF

This event, held in June each year, is one of our major
income sources for research. Your willingness to participate
is greatly appreciated. This year’s event has raised $15,395
so far. The dollars generated by this and other research
events are being dedicated to support an exciting new proj-
ect at the University of Minnesota.

The Turfgrass Research, Outreach and Education Center
or TROE center will provide 16 acres of land at the St. Paul
campus dedicated to research, undergraduate and graduate
education related to turf and landscapes.

This center will increase the area dedicated to turf
research by close to 300%. The MGCSA research committee
and board of directors is very excited about this opportuni-
ty and has been and will continue to be directly involved
with the development of this project.

The participating clubs can take great pride in participat-
ing in the development of this world class research and out-
reach center at the University of Minnesota.

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION &

RECONSTRUCTION

*Washed and Regular Turf (Sod) in 1" yd. or
up to 55 yd. Big Roll Size (42" Wide)

TURF TYPES:
* ELITE KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS BLEND
* SPORTS TURF

BLUEGRASS/P. RYEGRASS BLEND
BENTGRASS

For Quality Turf Contact:

EHBEIN

MEMBER
NCTGA MGCSA
MSTMA  WTA
SDGSA ISTMA NETLON® MESH ELEMENTS AND MIXES
MTGF TPI For Compaction Resistance on cart paths,

® Golf Courses ® Sports Fields

NETLON® ADVANCED TURF SYSTEMS
Self cultivating means healthier turf
and better drainage

COMPANIES

sports fields and other high use areas.

(763) 674-7937 » FAX: (763) 674-7044

8651 Naples St. N.E.
Blaine, MN 55449

For Quality Construction & Netlon® Products Contact:

(763) 784-0657  FAX: (763) 784-6001

MAY 2002
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REDUCING OUR FEARS

Pesticides Are Medicines, Too

If your child's school informed you that there was an
incidence of head lice in the classroom and suggested that
you treat your child's hair, you would probably go to the
drug store, buy a shampoo containing insecticide and wash
your child's hair. There would be no hesitation or second
thoughts. You wouldn't consider whether you or your child
should wear protective clothing. It's a medicine.

If you suffer from athlete's foot, a common treatment is to
rub the affected area with a cream that contains micotin or
miconizol, medicine known to relieve the symptoms.
Again, few people would hesitate to use the ointment
because it's known as a medicine.

To protect your family dog from fleas, you might put a
special collar on the dog that will ward off fleas. While we
may not think of the collar as a form of medicine, neither do
we hesitate to play with the dog, nor do we have a serious
concern about the effects of the collar on the dog's health.

Miticides, fungicides and insecticides are used to treat
people or pets and are generally thought of as useful, bene-
ficial and helpful. We call them medicines.

Why then, when a product with the same active ingredi-
ent is used to treat mites, diseases and insects on grass or
trees do many people think of it as dangerous, health-
threatening pesticides?

Are medicines good for us and pesticides bad for us?

That's the perception held by many people, yet according
to Dr. J. M. Vargas, a professor of Botany and Plant
Pathology at Michigan State University for the past 25
years, the reality is that many "medicines" and "pesticides"
use the identical chemical ingredients. He is concerned that
the word "pesticide" attaches unfounded fears to products
that are useful and beneficial to plants as "medicines" are to
people. Dr. Vargas points out, "The drugs that we call med-
icines are really human pesticides. It doesn't matter if the
bacterium or fungus is attacking a human or a plant; if you
are going to control it, you have to use a chemical to kill the
pathogen. Whether you call this chemical a medicine or a

pesticide, technically it doesn't matter, but it does as far as
the public perception is concerned."

Some of his surprising examples of ingredients that are
common to medicines and pesticides include the common
use of a cream to control athlete's foot that contains micotin
or myconasol, the same active ingredient that's used to con-
trol fungal disease in turfgrass. Lindane is the medicine
used to control human body lice and it's the same ingredi-
ent used to control spider mites in plants. Another of Dr.
Vargas' examples is the wide-spread use of dog collars con-
taining carbaryl to control fleas, yet some pet owners have
a fear of exposing their pet to a yard treated with the same
chemical used to treat the lawn for insects. Pneumonia,
strep throat and tuberculosis are controlled by antibiotics
such as strptomyci and oxytetracycline, yet according to Dr.
Vargas, while we put these products into our bodies
through our digestive tract and veins, we would be
required by law to wear a respirator and protective clothing
to apply them to our yards!

While not always suggesting that pesticides are always
safe, Dr. Vargas believes that some in the media have unnec-
essarily scared the public through a lack of understanding
and accurate reporting.

(Editor’s Note: This article was reprinted with permmision from the
October 1996 Turfgrass Facts, the Turfgrass Resource Center.)

Golf Participation Up 1%
Sport Ranks Top-10 in U.S.

The number of people who played golf more than once
in 2001 increased 1 percent compared with participation
numbers the previous year, according to an annual research
report from the National Sporting Goods Association. The
report, which tracks participation in 64 sports, recreation
and fitness activities, ranked golf as the tenth most popular
sporting activity with 24.3 million participants.

Although it declined more than 12 percent, exercise
walking placed above swimming as
America's most popular activity,

visit our website www.gillmiller.com
Member: American Society of Golf Course Architects

'MILLER®

Golf Conrse Architects

Design ¢ Renovation ® Master Planning ¢ Practice Centers
122 North 2nd Street * River Falls, WI 54022 ¢ 715-425-9511 * e-mail: info@gillmiller.com

with 71.2 million participants in
2001 vs. 81.3 million in 2000.
Swimming drew 54.8 million partic-
ipants, a 7 percent decrease from
58.8 million in 2000.

Completing the top-10 activities
are camping (45.5 million); fishing
(44.4 million); exercising with
equipment (43 million); bowling
(40.3 million); bicycle riding (39 mil-
lion); billiards/pool (32.7 million); bas-
ketball (28.1 million); and golf.
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