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Ryan® Greensaire® Aerators 
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lime To Regroup 

What a beautiful day for golf. Finally a string of good weather and full golf courses. It 
would seem that the pent up golfer was just waiting for some good weather to play in. Let's 
all hope for a long fall to help all of the revenue pictures. The NGF reports that rounds 
golfed so far this season in our area are down by as much as 10%, and rounds nation wide 
are down by 3%. The majority of those decreases are directly attributable to weather, how-
ever, there is growing concern that golf has peaked and the competition for golfers is now 
on. The high end public courses are expected to be the first to feel the crunch of the soften-
ing economy and the saturation of the championship golf market, but all courses will even-
tually feel the effects. What can we as Golf Course Superintendents do, keep a lid on the 
costs, think about ways to attract more golfers or to keep the golfers we already have and 
voice those thoughts to your boss. In short show management that you have more to offer 
than just great agronomic skill. If you are short on ideas, talk with your other area superin-
tendents, your staff and the members, they are all good sources of fresh ideas. 

So you thought that local government didn't affect your life. Well you were wrong. 
With the failure of the state legislature to enact a comprehensive working piece of legislation 
to control phosphorous we now have every single municipality working on their own. This 
means that there could be over 300 separate ordinances in the state with regard to phospho-
rous. It is time to get involved. Speak to your councilman or city administrators to get an 
ordinance you can live with. If you need a guide I can provide you with the model we were 
using at the legislature. This is only the first step in the process for the people who blame 
our lifestyles for all of the ills of our lakes. First phosphorous then nitrogen and then who 
knows. Don't get me wrong, I am all for clean lakes and water. I just base my views of the 
solution on sound science and good conservation principles, not on emotions and class war-
fare. 

As August progresses and our thoughts turn to aerification and scheduling a compres-
sor for blow-out, don't forget to schedule in that personal time. With the season the way it 
has been, many if not all of us are feeling a little bit wrung out. As much as the golf course 
needs to be recharged so do all of us. Take some time to recharge those batteries, the fall may 
be a long one. 

The Championship was held at Wayzata Country Club Monday, August 25th and Bob 
Distel had the course in terrific shape. Cudos Bob and all of your staff. The next outing is 
at Edina Country Club September 25th, plan on attending this scramble event to support tur-
fgrass research. 

There are a couple of new contributors to the Drive for the 'U* campaign. DTN Weather 
Services has donated a weather monitor for the research facility and Green Image has donat-
ed a spray rig. Plaisted Co. Inc. and Eureka Sands have also committed to help in the con-
struction of a green at the research center by providing drainage materials and growing 
media. The University is currently evaluating the research area for the best location for this 
research green. 

A passing noted. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Joe Moris and his family who 
lost his father recently. Ray Moris was a Life Member of the MGCSA and an active partic-
ipant in the association for many years, Ray was 91. Our most sincere condolences Joe. 

Respectfully, 
Paul Eckholm, CGCS 

epeckholm@msn.com 

E. Paul Eckholm. CGCS 
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Tuesday, September 25 
STODOLA SCRAMBLE 
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Host: M i k e Kel ly 
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MTGF CONFERENCE AND SHOW 

M i n n e a p o l i s C o n v e n t i o n Center 



NORTH CENTRAL REGIONAL UPDATE 

Lots of Moss on a Donald Ross... 
By: BOB VAVREK, USGA Agronomist 

This season, there's no shortage of moss on greens at golf 
courses designed by Donald Ross or any other architect. 
Perhaps the cool, wet weather this spring is partly to blame for 
the moss explosion seen on many recent visits. The weather 
patterns have not been particularly favorable for growing a 
deep, dense root system in putting greens, especially old, 
bent/Poa greens. Snow mold injury, discussed in previous 
updates, has recovered slowly, and bentgrass really did not 
start to grow vigorously until a few weeks ago. Thin turf and 
plenty of rain opened the door for moss encroachment. 

Weak, shallow rooted turf has been watered heavily on a 
daily basis now that extended periods of hot weather have 
arrived. Over watering is partly to blame for sustaining and 
spreading the bumper crop of moss. 

Aggressive maintenance practices on greens to produce fast 
green speeds during May and June were contributing factors 
as well. Frequent rolling operations over wet greens will com-
pact the upper root zone and deep grooming or vertical mow-
ing operations constantly thin out the stand of turf. You never 
find a significant moss problem on a dense stand of healthy 
turf maintained at a reasonable (5/32") height of cut. 

Everyone seems to have a new cocktail for moss control. 
The only sure-fire aspect of the various moss control programs 
is that they all have been consistently inconsistent. What 
appears to work at one golf course does not work at another, 
and sometimes the results vary from green to green on the 
same course. Occasionally a significant amount of progress is 
achieved, but a few days of wet, cool weather occur and the 
moss is back stronger than ever. 

A perplexing aspect of moss encroachment is how greens at 
one course can be smothered in moss, while a superintendent 
at nearby course (similar age, mowing heights, and mainte-
nance practices) has never seen moss on even the thinnest, 
wettest green. 

Raising the height of cut and a little more fertilizer during 
the season would shift the competitive edge to the turf. Think 
controlling moss is a challenge - try convincing golfers to 
accept greens that are anything but lightning quick for day-to-
day play. 

(Editor's Note: Bob Vavrek may be reached at rvavrek@usga.org or 
262-797-8743.) 
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Experienced Supplier of Your Golf & 
Specializing in: 

Sport Turf Needs. 

K enny Miller Q Roger Odega rd 
Phone:952-985-5700 X i 21778 Highview Ave. S. 

Fax:952-985-4242 ^ Lakeville, MN 55044 
email:eurekasands @ aol.com 

•Blended Rootzone/Turf Mix 
•Portable Blending 
•Topdressing to your specifications 
•Truck Delivery 
•Bunker Sands/Native & Sidley "ProAngle" of Ohio 
•Drainage Rock 
•Decorative Rock 
•Bulk & Bagged Dried Sand 
•Float & "Tycrop" on Site Mobility 

mailto:rvavrek@usga.org


CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE 

1999 68DL National Deluxe Mower 
with 50 hours on it. $5,300 or 

make offer. 
Contact: RICHARD GEIKE 

Fritz's Resort 
(218) 568-8988 

FOR SALE 
2 Cushman Trucksters, circa 1980? 

Models 898531 and 898532 
One ran last we drove it, 

other with bad engine 
Will sell as a pair to 

first reasonable offer. 
Contact: MIKE COHRS 
Bluff Creek Golf Course 

(952) 445-5588 or (612) 799-0605 

FOR SALE 
Toro normally open hydraulics. 

630s, 640s, 650s & 690s 
Contact: JAMES BADE 
Somerset Country Club 

(651)457-1161 

FOR SALE 
115 Cast aluminum round 

tee markers. 
$28.75 each (new). Will sell 

entire set for $1,000. 
Contact: SCOTT GREENFIELD 

Spooner Golf Club 
(715) 635-6438 

FOR SALE 
Neary Model 500 SR Spin & 

Relief Sharpener 
(used less than 50 hours) 

includes vacuum 
attachment $9,500 

Rhino Model TX115-HD 
PTO Wing Mower 

(used less than 10 hours) 
3-deck finish cut rotary mower, 

11.5-ft cutting width. 
$7 900 

Contact: TIM COMMERS 
Cushman Motor Co., Inc. 

(612) 333-3487 

FOR SALE 
(3) 1991 John Deere Walk-Behind 

Greens Mowers 
$400 each or best offer. 

Assorted John Deere Walk-Behind 
Mowers parts (call to inquire) 

Contact: KEN or TIM 
The Minikahda Club 

(612) 926-4167 

FOR SALE 
Used Jacobson Walk-Behind 

Greensmower 
Good Condition - $500 

Contact: JERRY MURPHY, CGCS 
Somerset Country Club 

(651)457-1416 

FOR SALE 
(8) Moody Rainmaster 

Model MA Irrigation Clocks - Free 
1968 Ford 3500 Backhoe ~ $6,900 

1994 Jacobsen TriKing ~ $2,950 
1995 Lastec 721 

Articulator Rotary ~ $5,990 
1988 Jac 720 Sweeper ~ $1,995 

1998 Grass Craft Hover 
Mowers (2) ~ $400 ea. 

Contact: ERIC PETERSON 
Dellwood Hills Golf Club 

(651)426-3218 

FOR SALE 
Air Max Circulating Fans 

(2) Less than 10 hours use. 
5hp Briggs l/C, new condition. 

$500 each 
Contact: CHAD BRAUN 

Prestwick Golf Club 
(651)459-0288 

FOR SALE 
Goosen Bale Chopper 

13hp motor, used very little. 
$3,000/make offer 

Contact: STEVE SCHUMACHER 
Izaty's Golf & Yacht Club 

(320) 532-4284 

FOR SALE 
1995 Friend Speed Roller with Trailer 

National PTO-driven 
5-gang Fairway Reel Mower 

...plus extra set of 5-gang 
verticut reels (1987) - $2,000 

Make offer 
Contact: RED or MIKE 

Edina Country Club 
(952) 922-9012 

FOR SALE 
For Sale: 5 gang Jacobsen Blitzer 

pull-type rough mower. 
Make an offer. 

Contact: JOHN MONSON 
Long Prairie Country Club 

1-320-732-2341 or 
1-320-732-3696 at night. 

FOR SALE 
Toro VT4 Controllers with pedestals 

Quantity of 10 @ $250.00 ea. 
Contact: BROOKS or LEROY 

(320) 963-3533 

WANTED 
Driving Range Ball Washer 

Contact: 
KEVIN 

Crow River Country Club 
(320) 587-2785 

FOR SALE 
1990 7-blade 

Toro Fairway Mower 450-D 
Unit sharpened and 
ready-to-go ~ $6,000 

or best offer 
7-gang Spartan 

Rough Mowers + frame, 
sharpened and ready-to-go 

Contact: MARK BOONSTRA 
Hollydale Golf 

(763) 559-4458 

FOR SALE 
Greenskeeper by Broyhill 

Set of 3 spikers for 
Toro Greensmower. 

Make offer. 
Contact: DAVE SIME 

Benson Golf Club 
(320) 843-2109 

FOR SALE 
1987 Case 585 Diesel Tractor 

w/turf tires ~ 1,398 hours. 
Excellent condition. 

$10,500 or best offer 
Contact: TOM KASNER 

Albany Golf Club 
(320) 845-4306 

FOR SALE 
7-gang Jacobsen Fairway 

Mower. Good Reel Stock RTC 
2 reels for parts and 1 new 

reel included $2,000 
1998 Jacobsen 26" walk behind 

Greensmower with groomer. 
Low hours....$4,000 

Older Jacobsen walk behind 
Greensmower. Fair to good 
shape...$350 or best offer. 

Contact: LEROY 
Dawson Golf 

320-226-0512 
320-598-7787 evenings 

Anyone interested in 
running for the 
MGCSA Board 
should contact 

Tom Fischer, CGCS 
at 763 /315 -8575 

FOR SALE 

(1) 4" CLA-Valve, used, fair cond $200 
(1) 6" CLA-Valve, used, good condition $400 
Cast Iron Flange Tee, 6x6x8, used make offer 
Cast iron Flange Tee, 6 x 8 x 6 , used make offer 
Cast iron Flange Reducer, 6x8, used make offer 
Dethatching Reels (Model 03516) for Toro RM5100/5300, like new $1,500 
(1) Parkmaster/Spartan Reel Assemblies, 5-blade, complete, good cond $250 
(5) Blade reels for RM216, used/like new $150/set 
GM72 Deck Wheels, brand new, 12-1509 $25/pair 
Model 134 Plug Pusher for Toro GM300/3000, like new make offer 
Rear weight for Toro GM200/300 $25 
Tire/Rim for Toro GM52, 20x8:00-10, good cond $25 
Husqvarna 36R Weed Whip, parts only free 
QHA assemblies for Toro GM300/3000 reels, used, good cond make offer 
Scraper Brush Assemblies (33-1000) for Toro GM300/3000, new/used...make offer 
Scraper Comb Assemblies (11-0070-01) for Toro GM300/3000, new/used....m.o. 

Contact: TOM FISCHER, CGCS 
Edinburgh USA/City of Brooklyn Park 

(763) 315-8582 



1-800-422-1487 



Call Century for Solutions 
Golf Course Irrigation • Pump Stations 

Controller Board Repairs/Replacements • Fountains/Lighting and More 

At Century Rain Aid, we have been working 
with golf course superintendents for more 
than 25 years helping them solve irrigation 
problems. Your local Century Golf specialist 
can help you replace a few rotors, update 
your existing system or plan new construc-
tion. Century represents the industry's lead-
ing manufacturers and we offer a wide range 
of solutions to meet your budget 
and renovation schedule. 

HUNTER GOLF 
With Hunter rotors, valves and central con-
trol systems you can achieve reliable, 
water-efficient irrigation. 

PUMP STATIONS 
An updated pump station can solve many 
site problems. Your local Century Golf rep 
can help you design and install a cost-effec-
tive pumping system. 

FOUNTAINS, CLUBHOUSE LIGHTING 
Water features and landscape lighting can 
enhance your course. Talk with your Century 
Golf rep for ideas on making your site more 
attractive year-round. 

BOARDTRONICS 
CONTROLLER BOARD REPAIRS 
Replace worn or outdated boards for Toro® 
and Rain Bird® controllers. Fast 48-hour 
repair service: 888-855-9132. 

Century has the solutions . . . call today for an on-site consultation. 

More Than 160 Branches Coast to Coast 
800-642-3706 • www.rainaid.com • email: rainaid@rainaid.com 
Control ler Board Repairs and Rep lacements 888-855-9132 

http://www.rainaid.com
mailto:rainaid@rainaid.com


Certification: What Good Is It? 
By RANDY DAYTON, CGCS 

Having recently completed the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America's requirements for 
re-certification, I have had ample opportunity to consider 
the values of being a certified golf course superintendent 
and the reasons for working toward that title. 

It is easy to come to the conclusion that the GCSAA has 
oversold the program in some regards. Earning the title will 
not guarantee your future success or safeguard your career. 
Then again, neither will a degree in agronomy Both, how-
ever, will open doors that might otherwise remain closed. 

Like a college degree, certification does enhance your 
perceived value in the eyes of employers. The GCSAA feels 
that adding the "CGCS" designation to your name says 
you've gone the extra mile to become the best superintend-
ent you can. 

It says you are not satisfied with what you learned yes-
terday, last year, or last decade, but instead, that you strive 
to remain up to date with industry practices and technolo-
gy It says you are willing and able to take advantage of any 
development or procedure available to keep your golf 
course in the best condition possible. That perception (and 
fact) can make the difference in a job interview. 

The GCSAA has done an excellent job of promoting the 
certification process within the industry, and many employ-
ers are now aware of its significance. Prospective employers 
often show a preference for certified applicants and often 
make certification a requirement of available positions. You 
can expect that to be the case more often in the future. 

Even so, there are aspects of certification that (at present) 
do not achieve some of the GCSAA's loftier claims. 
Compensation surveys, for instance, have repeatedly 
demonstrated that certified superintendents earn (on aver-
age) more than their non-certified colleagues, but becoming 
certified will not automatically guarantee an increase in 
your salary Likewise, you may not immediately earn the 
respect and adoration of your employer and peers when 
you become certified, and the grass in your care will still die 
on occasion. 

Over time, however, certification will increase your earn-
ings potential and will improve the perception of profes-
sionalism you receive from the people with whom you 
work. In addition, today's golf market is highly volatile, and 
you can find yourself unemployed on a moment's notice. If 
that happens, you need every competitive edge you can 
find to secure a new position as quickly as possible — certi-
fication can be a "difference maker" in that situation. It can 
also be a difference maker if you decide to relocate to anoth-
er region of the state or country where you have no estab-
lished professional reputation. Again, the "CGCS" designa-

tion says "professional," and that's frequently what a 
prospective employer needs to hear. 

The cost of certification is very reasonable, especially 
when compared to similar programs in other professions 
(such as the PGA). The application fee is $200, and the com-
plete set of study materials for the test costs $370. Re-certi-
fication is required every five years, at a fee of $150. 

There are also a variety of seminars required to earn the 
Continuing Education Credits for certification or re-certifi-
cation. Each is accompanied by a fee, of course, and those 
can add up to become one of the program's primary costs. 
With the implementation of the Professional Development 
Initiative, there will be a number of new means for earning 
CEUs, and not all of them will require attending a confer-
ence or taking a class. 

When the PDI kicks in during 2003, however, certifica-
tion requirements will change. The GCSAA Certification 
Committee is in the process of redesigning the certification 
test, and the goal is not to make it easier, so now is the best 
time to consider working toward certification. 

The decision is yours, but the basic fact is this: becoming 
certified can help your career prospects, and will never 
work to your detriment. 

Free Compost-Quality 
Publication Available 

Not quite sure how to evaluate the qual-
ity of compost? Check out the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board's 
new publication "Compost: Matching 
Performance Needs with Product 
Characteristics." 

This document helps you to evaluate 
compost based on your specific needs 
and guides you in the types of questions 
you should ask compost producers. The 
publication is available free of charge. 
Contact Bertie Mora at (916) 255-2708. 
You may also locate suppliers of com-
post on the Organics Outlook Website. 



Golf Course Architects Look For Help 
To Defend Courses Against Technology 

By PAUL FULLMER 
American Society of Golf Course Architects 

Golf course architects believe there should be "a line drawn 
in the sand soon" -at least for tournament golf - or technology 
could render some courses obsolete. 

The Board of Governors of the American society of Golf 
Course Architects stated that " it is difficult and sometimes 
impossible because of land restrictions for architects to design 
courses that will challenge top players using high-tech golf 
clubs and balls. The challenge will grow even more difficult 
with each passing year. 

"It is not just an issue for new courses, but for every club 
that finds its best golf holes rendered defenseless by technolo-
gy'' 

As modern golf becomes more of a power game, designers 
are finding it difficult to create holes that require good players 
to hit long irons onto the green. In the recent U.S. Open, for 
instance, players were hitting with two irons on a 490-yard 
hole - not the driver and long iron intended. 

In 1994, the ASGCA issued its original warning on the sub-
ject. At that time the Society distributed a White Paper that 
pointed out that advancements in golf course maintenance, 
club design and ball technology have altered the way the game 
is played and how courses are designed. 

Some Restrictions Needed 

Many of the group's most prominent members, including 
Jack Nicklaus (who received the group's Donald Ross Award 
during the recent annual meeting in Columbus) and Pete Dye, 
have long called for a "tournament ball" that would control dis-
tance. Many ASGCA past presidents - including Bobby and 
Rees Jones, Ed Seay, Art Hills and Geoffery Cornish - support 
the call to review technology's impact on the game. 

"Technological parameters would enable some of the great 
traditional courses to continue to host major tournaments," 
Newly elected ASGCA President Damian Pascuzzo said," and 
enable us to design new courses that won't be obsolete in a few 
years." 

Longer drives by high handicap players also are forcing 

designers to widen corridors to accommodate more pro-
nounced slice and hook shots. "Safety is a real concern," said 
Pascuzzo. 

Pascuzzo added that if technology dictates longer and 
wider golf courses, it would further escalate land acquisition 
and maintenance costs. 

Longer Courses Discourage Newcomers 

"If technology continues to give more distance, it will be 
impossible for us to design courses that will be a challenge for 
more than a decade. We're already designing 7,000=yard 
courses. What's next - 8,000 or 9,000 yards? Or does technolo-
gy force designers to 'trick up' a course in order to defend par? 
Frankly, we think that solution is not good for golf," explained 
Pascuzzo. 

The new ASGCSA president stressed the fact that golf needs 
to attract more new players who find the game fun. Research 
shows that many players drop out because they become dis-
couraged, and Pascuzzo believes that percentage would 
increase if courses had to be longer and more difficult to chal-
lenge better players. 

"It's becoming increasingly difficult to design a courses that 
all levels of players find interesting," he added. "Many newer 
courses have five and six sets of tees and even that might not 
be enough to satisfy all the needs." 

Urges More Cooperation for "Good of the Game" 

The ASGCSA Board of Governors urges golf's ruling bodies 
and manufacturers to work more cooperatively so that the 
game of golf can continue to prosper. 

"We don't think it's a good idea to have different classes of 
golf courses - just a handful for the touring pros, certain others 
that only excellent players can master and then those for the 
everyday players. Reasonable parameters for clubs and balls 
will help the great golf courses of America stand up and 
defend par, as their original designers intended, and that will 

benefit everyone who enjoys watching 
great players go up against the best in 
strategic design." 

The American Society of Golf 
Course Architects is composed of 150 
leading golf course architects through-
out North America, all of whom have 
met the organization's stringent 
requirements for membership. To 
learn more about the ASGCA, visit the 
group's web site at www.asgca.org. Or 
contact the ASGCA by phone (312) 
372-7090 or fax (312) 372-6160. 
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